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[RTHUR CAPEL, ddeft fon of Arthur lord 
Capel, fucceeded his father in his honour; and, 
^ . after the reiloration of King Charles II. on account, 
both of his father's loyalty and fufferings, and his 
own perfonal merit, was advanced to the dignity of vis- 
count Maiden, and earl of Eflex, April 20, 1^61, with 
remainder of the fame honour, for want of iflue male, to 
Henry Capel, efq. his brother, and the heirs male of his 
body ; and for want of fuch iilue, to Edward Capel, efq. 
his younger brother ; he was alfo made cuftos rotulorum, 
and lord lieutenant of the county of Hertford ; and fome 
I time 



vi LIFEOFTHE 

time after, of the county of Wilts, during the minority of 
the duke of Somerfet. 

In his younger years, his education was negledled, by 
reafon of the civil wars ; but, when he came to man's age, 
he learned the Latin tongue, and made a great progrefa in 
mathematics, and in all the other parts of learning. He 
knew our law and conftitution well, and was a very thought- 
ful man. As he appeared early againft the court. King 
Charles imputing it to his refentments, refolved to make 
life of him*, and, accordingly, in 1670, fent him ambaf- 
fador to Denmark, where his behaviour in the affair of 
the flag gained him much reputation t« 

f The king of Denmark had ordered the governor of Croonenburgh 
to make all fhips that pafled ftrike to him. So when lord Eflez was fail- 
ing by, the governor fent to him, either to ftrike to him, or to fail by in 
the night, or to keep out of his reach : otherwife he muft fhoot, firft with 
powder, but next with ball. Lord Eflex fent him a refolute anfwer, << That 
«« the kings of England made others ftrike to them, but their fliips ftruck 
^^ to none : He would not fteal through in the dark, nor keep out of his 
« reach -, and if he (hot at him he would defend himfclf *' The go- 
vernor did fhoot at him, but on defign (hot over him : or, according to 
fome, tore his rigging. This was thought great bravery in his lord(faip : 
yet he reckoned, it was iropoflible the governor would endeavour to 
fink a (hip that brought an ambafTador. Lord E(rex*s firft bufinefs 
was to juftify his behaviour in refufing to ftrike. Now, at his going 
from England Sir John Cotton had defired him to take fome volumes 
of his library that related to Dani(h affairs ; — which he took, without 
apprehending 'that he fhould have great occafion to ufe them. But this 
accident made him fearch into them. And he found very good 
materials to juftify hiscondudb; fince by formal treaties it had been cx- 
prefsly ftipulated, that the Englifh (hips of war (hould not ftrike in the 
Dani(h feas. This raifed his charafter fo high at court, that it was writ 
over to him, he might exptft every thing he (hould pretend to at his return. 
The governor of Croonenburgh was ordered to beg his pardon upon his 
knees in the open Arcet ; which he did, the earl ftanding in a balcony of 
his lodgings. 

At 
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At his return in 1672, he was fworn of the privy-coun- 
cil, and made lord lieutenant of Ireland. How he came 
to be raifed to this poft he could never underftand ; for he 
had not pretended to it ; and he was a violent enemy to 
popery, not fo much from any fixed principle in religion, 
in which he was too loofe, as becaufe he looked on it as 
an: invafion made on the freedom of human nature. 

He began his journey towards Ireland July 22, with a 
very noble equipage, and arriving at Dublin, had, on 
Auguft jr, the fword of ftate delivered to him. In his go- 
vernment of that kingdom, he exceeded all that had gone 
before him, and was a pattern to all that fhould come after. 
He ftudied to underftand well the conftitution and intereft 
of the nation* He read over all their council-books, and 
made large abftradls out of them, to guide him, fo as to 
advance every thing that had been at any time fet on foot 
for the good of the kingdom. He made feveral volumes 
of tables of the ftate, and perfons that were in every county 
and town ; and got true charadlers of all that were capable 
to fcrve the public. And he preferred men always upon 
merit, without any application from themfelves ; and watch- 
ed over all about him, that there fhould be no bribes go- 
ing among his fervants. But notwithftanding thefe noble 
qualifications, and his great fervices, Jie was recalled in 
1677, for complaining that payments were not reguhrly 
made in Ireland f, and refufing to pafs the accounts of the 

+ The carl of Ranclagh, who then managed the revenue of that king- 
dom, had undertaken to furnifti the king with money, for the building of 
Windfor out of the revenue of Ireland. And it was believed, the duchefs 
of Portfmouth had a great yearly penfion out of his office. By this 
means, payments in Ireland were not regularly made, of which the earl of 
EScx complained. The king would not own how much he had from 

lord 
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earl of Ranelagh^ who had the management of the revenue 
in that kingdom. 

Upon his return to England, he became one of the lead- 
ing men in the houfe of lords ; and one of thofe that declared 
againft the earl of Danby. That lord being foon after dii^ 
placed, the earl of EiTex was admitted into the new privy- 
council, which was formed upon Danby's difgrace, and was 
one of thofe four leading members of it, who had the di- 
region of affairs : the Treafury like wife being put in com- 
miffion, he was appointed firft and chief commiffioner of it f^ 
on the twenty 'firft of April, 1679. But he refigned that of- 
fice :|: the nineteenth of November following^ and continued 
however ftill of the privy-counciL 

When the exduficm of the duke of York was debated in 
the houfe of lords^ the earl of Efiex appeared againft it ; 

lord Ranelagh^ but prefled lord E£kx to pa& hit accoQDts. He aa- 
fwered. He could not pafs them as accounts: but, if the king would for- 
give lord Ranelagh, he would pafs a difcharge, but not an ill account. 
The King was not pleafed with this, nor with his exafknefs in that go- 
vernment ; it reproached his own too much. So he took a refohicion 
about this time to difplace the earl of Eifex, and to put ifae duke of 
Ormond again in h^s room, 

f Wherein he applied himfclf to the regulating the King's expence, 
and the improvement of the revenue. His clear, though flow, fenfe, made 
him very acceptable to the King. 

J Upon the difcovery of the McaKtub-plot,. he and the earl of Halifax 
prefled the King vehemently to call a parliament immediately. But the 
King thought, that if a parliament fliould meet while all men's fpirits were^ 
iharpened by this new difcovery, he would find them in worfe temper 
than ever. When the King could not be prevailed on to do that, the earl 
of Eflcx left the Treafury. The King was very uneafy at this. But lord 
Eflcx was firm in his refolution^ not to meddle with that poft more, fincc 
a parliament was not called: yet, at the King's earneft defire, he continued^ 
for fome time, to go to counciU 

and 
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and he, and the earl of Halifax, propofed fuch limitations 
of the Duke's authority, when the crown fliould devolve on 
him t, as .would difable him from doing any harm in 
church or date. He was alfo thus far fubfervient to the 
court, as to be for the diflblution, rather than the proro* 
gation of the parliament, in July 1679: And was one 
of the chief perfons that occafioned the duke of Mon* 
mouth's, and the earl of Shaftsbury's difgrace. But fee- 
ing what violent meafures were going on, and particularly 
being named as an accomplice in the Meal-tub-plot, he re- 
iigned his place, and turned againft the court. Accord^ 
ingly, when the Bill of Excluiion was brought a fecond 
time into the faouie of lords, he argued vehemently for it : 
and made an extraordinary propo(al for fecuriog the expe<» 
dients offered in the room of that bill %. 

In February 1 680-1, attended by fifteen peers, he pre- 
fented to the King a petition, fubfcribed by himfelf and 

f Such as, the taking out of his hand all power in ecclefiaftical mat- 
ters ; the difpofai of the public money ; with the power of peace and 
war, and the lodging thefcin both houfes of parliament ^ and that whatever 
parliament was in being, or the laft that had been in being at the King's deaths 
(hould meet without a new fummons, upon it, and aiTume the adminiftracion 
of affairs. The lords Eflfex, Sunderland, and Halifax, three of the leading 
members in the new privy-council, were for thefe limitations-, but the 
carl of Shaftfbury, the fourth of the managers, declared highly againft any 
limitations, which occafioned a breach between thofe lords ^ and the three 
firft, joining together, were called the Triumvirate. 

^ He nraved in the houie of lords. That an Aflbciacion (hould be en* 
tered into to maintaun thofe expedients ; and that fome cautionary towns 
fiiottld be put into the hands of the Aflbciators during the King's life, to 
make them good after his death. But though this was agreed to, in a .thin 
houfe, it came to nothing ; the King looking upon it as a depofing of 
himfdf. 

b them, 
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them, wherein they requefted, that the parliament might not 
fit at Oxford, but at Weftminfter -f. Alfo, he had an inter- 
view with the earl of Shaftsbury before he fet out for Hol- 
land J. and generally converfed with him and the duke of 
Monmouth, lord Rufiel, Algernoon Sidney and other perfons 
that were thought difafFedted. All which fteps rendered him 
fo obnoxious to the court, that he was ftruck out of the lift 
of the privy-counfellors. And, in June i 683, being accuf- 
cd by the lord Howard of Efcrick, of being concerned in the 
Rye-houfe confpiracy, called otherwife the Phanaiic or Protef- 
rant plot, he was committed to the Tower*. On the thirteenth 

t At the prefenting of it, he made a fpccch to the King in the name of 
himfelf, and the lords by whom it was fubfcribed : wherein he declares. 
That obferving from hiftory and records, how unfortunate many aflemblies 
had been, when called at a place remote from the capital city [of which he 
brings inftances]. And confidcring the prefcnt pofture of affairs, the 
many jealoufies and difcontents that were among people, they had great 
caufe to apprehend, that the confequences of a parliament at Oxford, might 
be as fatal to his Majefty and the nation, as thofe he had mendoned. — The 
grounds and reafons which they gave for their opinions in the petition itfclf, 
were. That the lords and commons could not be in fafety at Oxford, but 
would be daily eiepofed to the fwords of the papifts, and their adherents, of 
whom too many were crept into his Majefty's guards ; the liberty of 
fpeaking, according to their confciences, would be thereby deftroyed^ 
and the validity of all their a£ts and proceedings, concerning it,, left dif- 
putable. The ftreightnefs of the place did no way admit of fuch a con- 
courfe of perfons as now foUows every parliament. The witnefles that 
were neceflary to give evidence againft the popi(h lords, judges, and others, 
whom the commons had impeached, or had refolved to impeach, could 
neither bear the charge of going thither nor truft themfelves under the pro- 
tection of a pariiament, that was itfelf evidently under the power of guards 
and foldiers. 

* Before he was impeached, he (laid for fome time at hi$ houfe in the 
country, and feemed fo little apprchenfive of danger, that his own lady 
did iy)t imagine he had any concern on his mind. He was offered 

ta 
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of July following, he was found in a clofet in his lodgings there, 
about nine o'clock in the morning, with his throat miferably 
cut. The coroner's jury brought in their verdift, the next day, 
that he had voluntarily and felonioufly killed and murdered 
himfelf ; but it was then, and hath fince been thought, that 
he was murdered by Paul Bomeney, a French fervant who 
attended him f. His body was carried into Hertfordfliire, 

to be convey away very fafely ; but he would not ftir. His tendernefs 
for lord Ruflel was the caufe of ic : for, he thought his going out of the 
way might incline the jury to believe the evidence the more, for his ab- 
fconding. He feemed refojved, as foon as he faw how that went, to take 
care of himfelf. When a party of horfe that was fent to fetch him up« 
came to his houfe, he was at firft in fome diforder, yet he recovered 
himfelf. But, when he came before the council, he was in much con- 
fulion. He was fent to the Tower ; and there he fell under fo great a 
depreflion of fpiric, that he could not fleep at all. He had fallen be- 
fore that twice under great fits of the fpleen, which returned now upon 
him with more violence. He fent by a fervant, whom he had long 
trufted, a very melancholy mcflage to his wife-, «* That what he was 
*• charged with was true : He was forry he had ruined her and her 
** children.** —— But when he found how (he took his condition 
to hearty without feeming concerned for her own (hare in ir, he was 
much calmer. As to this plot, very few now believe that the earl of 
Eflex, lord Ruflel, &c. had fo great a (hare in it, as the court then af- 
firmed. *Tis very poQible, that the evident violations of liberty and pro- 
perty, improved by the nearer profpefts of popery, might provoke many 
of the nobility and gentry to enter into fome meafures for (lopping the 
torrent of the court, and providing for the enjoyment of their eftabli(hed 
laws and religion. But (till without having recourfe to thofe violent 
and bloody means, which a few rafh and inconfiderate defperadoes per* 
haps ran headlong into. 

^ The world was very much divided about this lord's murder, at the 
time when it happened, and hath been fo ever fince. One fide maintained, 
that he murdered himfelf; and fo the coroner*s inqueft found it. — 
The information given by Bomeney in favour of this opinion, was as fol- 
lows : " That when my lord E(rex came to the Tower, which was the 

ba ijth 
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and interred in a Vault belonging to the familji in the 
parifli-church of Watford. 

** 1 ith of July, he afked him (Bbmcncy) for a penknife to pare his nails,. 
<< as he was wont to do ; to which Bomeney aofwered. Being come in 
*^ hafte, he had not brought ic» but he would fend for one ; and accord- 
^' ingly fent the footman with a note for feveral things £3r my lord, amongii 
*' which the penknife was in&rted s and the footnia!> went, and gave 
" the bill to my lord's fteward, who fent the provilibns, but not the pcnr. 
*« knife ; and told the footman he would get one next day. Accord-^ 
^' ingly, oathe 1 2th in the morning, before my lord was up,. Bomeney fent 
«^ the footman home with a note to the fteward, in which, amoogft other 
(^ things he aiked for a penknife for my lord. When the footman wa^ 
*^ gone, about, or a little after eight o'clock, my lord fent Mr. Ruflel,. 
" his warder, to Bomeney, who came, and then he a(ked him, If the pen- 
^ knife was come i Bomeney fitid. No, my lord u but I (hall have it bf 
^< and by : to which my lord (aid, That he fliould bring him one of hia. 
^* razors, it would do as well : And then Bomeney went and fetched one» 
^* and gave it my lord, who began to pare his naUs ; and then Bomeney 
^^ went out of the room into the paflage 1>y the door on Friday the 1 3th, and 
«« began to talk with the warder^ and a little while after he went dawn flairs ^ 
«* and foon after came the footman with the provifiotis„ and brought alfo a 
^^ penknife, which Bomeney put upon his bed, and thought my lord had 
^^ no more need of k, becaufe he thought he had pared his nails ; and then 
«' Bomeney came up to my lord's chamber, about eight or nine in the fore- 
" noon of Friday the 13 th, with a Httlc note from the fteward ^ but not 
*« finding his lord in the chamber, went to the clofe-ftool clofct-door, and 
«« found it ftiut ; and he tUnking his lord was bufy there, went down and 
^^ ftaid a little and came up again^, thinking his lord had beeacome out of 
^« the clofet, and finding him not in the chamber, he knocked at the door 
^* with his finger, thrice, and faid. My lord ? But no body anfwering,. 
^^ he took up the hanging, and looking through the chink, he faw blood,, 
" and a part of the razor; whereupon he caHcd the warder, Rufiel, and 
^* went down to call for help; and the faid Ruflfel pufbed the door open, 
*• and there they faw my toixl of Effcx^ all along the floor, without a pe- 
^ ruke, and aH full of blood, and the razor by him." — Thomas Ruflcl'^ 
information, printed at the end of this is to the fame purpofe, txcepr, that 
il mentions only the ijth of July. And t«L render tbis account the more 

probable^ 
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As to his chara(^er ; he was a perfon of an agreeable ila- 
lure, flender in body, adorned with a comely counte- 
nance, mixed with gravity and fweetnefs, and was eafy of 

probable, it is faid, That lord Hflex had got into an odd fee of fome (trange 
principles : and in particular he thought, a man was the mailer of his own 
life i and feemed to approve of what his wife's great grand-father, the earl 
of Northumberland^ did, who (hot himfclf in the Tower after he was ar* 
raigned. He had alio very black fits of the fpleen. 

But, on the other hand> in order to prove that the earl of Eflex did 
not murder himfelf, it is alledged, i. That he was a nobleman of moft 
virtuous and religious principles, of the greateft fedatenefs of mind, leaft 
fubjeft to the undue agitation of unruly palfions, and mod under the con- 
duct of a calm, fteady, (Irong, clear, and well-poifed reaibn, of any man^ 
That the perfons who were reporteS to have heard him fay what is men- 
tioned above, concerning his great grand-father, being aiked about it, de* 
clared they never heard any fuch thing from him : that his lady in par- 
ticular affirmed, that he ufed to fpeak againft felf-murder with an emotion 
beyond what was cuftomary to him ; and, that be often declared. That no 
circumftances whatfoever could extenuate the guilt, or leffen the infamy 
of fo unnatural and wicked a faft. 2. That he could have no fuch pre- 
meditated defign. For, the day before his murder, he had ordered his 
fervants to bring up out of the country feveral veffcls of filver, neceffary 
for dreiling of vi6luals. And had laid in a confiderable quantity of the befl: 
of wines. Moreover, that he had given private direftions to his fteward, to 
place himfclf as conveniently as he could at the lord Ruffcrs trial, the bet- 
ter to take the evidence againft him in (hort-hand, and convey it to him^ 

3, That the news of the earl of Effex's murder were publickly talked of at 
fcveral diftant places, before it was perpetrated ; namely, two days before,, 
at Andover in Hamplhire : the day before at Warminfter in Wiltftiire : 
and the fame day it was committed, at Froom in Somerfetfliire, ninety miles 
from London. And therefore that it was contrived, and done by others. 

4. That Jane Lodeman, a young woman about thirteen, and William Ed- 
wards^ a youth between thirteen and fourteen years of age, being at the 
Tower that morning the earl of Eflex was found murdered, they faw a 
bloody razor thrown out of his chamber- window ; which the boy going to take, 
up, a Ihort woman, in a white hood, came out of captain Hawley's houfe,. 
where the Earl lodged, and fnatching up the razor carried it in ^ immedi- 
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accefs ; his mind was fedate, but his difcourfes were ge- 
nerally free and pleafant ; and his demeanour very civil j 
his promifes were real and iincere; his reprimands 

ateljr after which murder was cried out. The boy denied this afterwards ; 
but is faid to have been terrified by one of his fiftcrs, who told him, that he 
would ruin his father (who had a place in the CuAom-houfe) and the reft 
of the family, if he pcrfifted in it, and would bring both himfclf and his 
father to be hanged. The prevarication of chief juftice Jefferies and cap- 
tain Hawley, was very glaring upon this point : for they infilled, that no* 
thing could be well thrown out of the clofet-window where the Earl was 
found murdered ; whereas the boy and girl both fpoke of the chamber, 
not of the clofet-window. 5. That the print of a bloody foot appeared upon 
one of my lord's (lockings. That the neck, or middle of his cravat, was cut 
in four pieces ; and tied fo hard, that there was reafon to guefs, an attempt 
had been made to ftrangle him with it. 6. That his lordihip*s body was 
taken out of the clofct, where it was found, dripped and wafhed, and the 
cloaths carried away -, and, alfo, the clofct and room were waflied before 
the coroner's inqueft was permitted to fit upon the body j which was not till 
the day after the murder was committed. One of the jury defiring to fee 
the clothes, the coroner told him, " They were called to fit upon my 
^' lord's body, and not on his clothes ; and that it was fufficient they had 
*• feen the body, and received an account upon oath how it was found.'* 
7, That it was impofliblc the carl ftiould cut his own throat in the manner 
it was found done. The two chirurgeons who viewed the body with the co- 
roner, depofed, " That the throat was cut from one jugular to the other, 
^' and through the wind-pipe and gullet, into the vertcbres of the neck, 
** both jugular veins being alfo quite divided." Now, the razor where- 
with he was faid to have killed himfelf, being a fmall French razor, about 
four inches and a half long at moft, without fpilj or tongue at the end of 
the blade, it could not be held with ftrength and fteadinefs fufficient to 
make fuch a wound, a wound eight inches long and four inches deep, unlefs 
the hand and fingers grafped two inches of it at lead ; and how the other 
cwo inches and a half of the razor could make fuch a long and deep 
. wound, as defcribed by the chirurgeons, is incredible. 8. In (hort, it 
is faid. That this murder was committed by the duke of York's contri- 
vance and direftion, and perpetrated by the earl of Sutherland, lord Fever- 
Iham, and Paul Bomeney, my lord's valet dechambre. In proof of which 
it is obferved, 9. That the King and duke of York were that morning in 

the 
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fmart and ingenious, having a quick apprehenfion, good 
elocution, found judgment, great courage, and refolution un- 
alterable ; he was always wary and circumfpeft in council, 
where he endeavoured to obftrudt all arbitrary power, and 
the increafe of the popifli intereft, having a particular regard 
for the eftabliflied religion of his country : though others 

the Tower, from fix o'clock till nine, where they had not been for twelve 
years before. lo. That the centineJs, which ufed to be changed every 
two hours, continued upon duty from four to ten o'clock in the morning ; 
being, probably, perfons that could beft be trufted. However, that the 
day but one after the murder, they were called together,, and ftridlly 
charged not to fpeak of what they hadfeen or heard. But captain Haw- 
ley having whifpered fomcthing about it, was found murthcred. And 
Robert Meak, one of the centinels, not having been fb filent as defired, was 
murdered, and thrown into the Tower-ditch, ii. That a gate, at the 
lower end of thofe apartments where my lord Efiex was confined, which 
ufed to ftand open from morning till night, was all that morning kept 
Ihut, by a fpecial order, till his lordfhip was dead. 12. That the King and 
Duke having been at the lieutenant's houfe, about the middle of the alley 
where the earl was imprifoned, the Duke did foon after, with fcveral wait- 
ing upon him, withdraw from the King down into the alley, the gate 
whereof was ftill kept fhut, 13* That the Duke having withdrawn from 
the King, feveral perfons were immediately fent from his fide towards the 
carl of Eflcx*s lodgings, which returned not till after his death, j^. That 
Paul Bomency was juftly fufpefted by the reft of my lord's fervants, by 
the laft earl of EflTex, and- many other perJbns, to be the author of his maf- 
ter's death. Upon that fufpicion, riie countefs difmiflcd him out of her 
family. But he was, thereupon, cheriftied and entertained by the court,, 
and made one of the life-guards. As an evidence of his guilt, he was 
extremely frightened at the enquiry that was made into his matter's deaths 
15. But that the court was alfo acccflary to this murder is ftrongly fufpeft- 
ed, becaufe they fo earneftly difcouraged all manner of enquiry into it. For 
one Mr. Lawrence Braddon, who was very aftive in difcovering the true 
authors of this barbarous murder, was fined 2000 1. in the King's- bench^ 
and Mr. Hugh Spcke 1000 L After all, by whom it was committed, is. 
one of thofe fecrets, which cannot be fully revealed till the laft great day 
of accounts* 

affirm^. 
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affirm, that he was too loofe in point of religion ; and that 
he had an odd fet of fome firange principles. With regard 
to his political notions, he thought the obligation between 
prince and fubjeA were fo equally mutual, that upon a 
breach on the one fide the other was free. He was very 
temperate in his diet, ftri<ft in his juilice, tender of his ho- 
nour, and conftant to his friend ; he delighted much in his li- 
brary, which enabled him to fpeak on all occafions with great 
tipplaufe, and would fpend his vacant hours in viewing of 
records, and learning the mathematics. Thefe were his di- 
verfions, together with recreating himfelf in his fine gardens 
and pleafant groves, which were of his own plantation. He 
married Elizabeth, daughter of Algernon earl of Northumber- 
land, by whom he had fix fons and two daughters. But only 
Algernon, the fifth fon, and the youngeft daughter, furvived 
hinu Her name was Ann, and (he was married to Charles 
earl of Carlifle. 
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LETTERS 

WRITTEN BY HIS EXCELLENCY 

A R THUR CAPEL, 

EARL OF ESSEX, 
LORD LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND, 

IN THE YEAR 1^75. 



TO MR. HUGH MAY. 



C008IN, 



Dublin Caftle, Jan. 5. 1674.'$, 



,4. 



g^J O U R S of the 4th of December hath come 



-*:rr*+|C to my hands, wherein you have paid me a 
greater acknowledgment for the fmall prefent 



S^'W"^ 



which my brother fent you by my direAion, 
than fo (light a thing dcferves. I have received many 
kindnefles from you fince my being here, and in* 
deed your friendOiip is that which I value very much, 

B and 



2 LETTERSOF 

and I doubt not of the continuance thereof. In the ftation 
where I am, my abfence from the court often expofeth 
^ • both my words and anions to mifreprcfentations of di- 
vers kinds, and therefore 1 cannot biit (land in need of 
the ai&ftance of thole who are difpofed to be juft to me 
in th^ offices of a true friend ; and as I have ever found 
you ^vourable to my concerns, (b you may ^ure your- 
felf of my rcah'ty in ferving you whenever an occailon 
fhall offer, of exprefling myfelf, 

Your msA adedionate kinfman, 

and moil faithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 

^ TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Siit9 DaUb Caftle^ Jan. 5. 1674-5; 

¥ AM to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 2 2d 
■■• of December, wherein you mention a book that was 
newly pubHfhed, concerning the cruelties committed in 
Ireland at the b^inning of the late war : upon fortfaer 
enquiry I find, Sir J. Temple, ttaSud: of the rolls her^ 
author of that book, was this laft year fent to by feveral 
flationers of London, to have his confent to the printing 
thereof; but he afTures me, that he utterly denied it, 
and whoever printed it, did it without his knowledge. 
Thus much I thought fit to add to what I formerly faid 

upon 
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upon this occafion, that I might do this gentleman right 
in cafe it were iufpeded he had any fhare in publifhing 
this new edition. You will herewith incloied receive a 
draft of a letter prepared for his Majefty's fignature; it- 
felf Aates the cafe for which it is propofed -, in fliort, 'tis 
thus : the Ad of Uniformity provides, upon the penalty 
of lofi of their preferment, that all beneficed clergymen^ 
fellows of coU^es, &c* do, by a certain time therein 
prefixed, fubfcribe the Declaration, or acknowledgement 
therein containe^. Several of the fellows of this collie 
have happened to flip their time, not througji any ill 
principle, but barely through inadvertency, as my lord 
primate, their vice-chancellor, informs me ; and in- 
deed, many good and conformable men ; yet, how- 
ever, by the letter of the law, they are deprived. There- 
fore I defire you would move his Majcfly to fend this in^- 
dofcd, dire<9ed to the prov<>ft of the college, that they 
may be reftored to their places. Having nothing further 
to trouble you with, I remain, 

Your moft feithfiil humble fervant. 



ESSEX. 



Ba To 
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To Our well beloved Dn THOMAS SERLE, 
Our Provoft of Trinity College, near Dublin. 

RIGHT trufty, &c. We greet you well. Whereas 
by an aft of parliament, intitled, " An aft for the Uni- 
** formity of Publkk Prayers," it is among other things 
en^ded, That all mafters, and other heads, fellows, 
chaplains, and tutors of and in any college, hall, houfe of 
learning, or hofpital, (hall before the 29th day of Septem- 
ber, 1 667, or at or before his or their refpedive admiflions, 
fubfcribe the Declaration or acknowledgment in the Md 
faid ad contained, under the penalties and forfeitures 
in the faid ad mentioned. And whereas William 
Pallifer, Nathaniel Foye, James Kyan, John Poolcy, 
George Mercer, have been according to ftatutes of 
Our college of Dublin in Our kingdom of Ireland, 
made, admitted, and eftablifhed (enior fellows, and 
Patrick Fitzfimons, Tobias Pullen, Patrick Chriftian, 
Richard Adon, Thomas Wallis, Philip Barber, Giles 
Pooley, George Brown, and William Floyd, junior fel- 
lows of Our feid college. And whereas the faid William 
Pallifer, and the faid other perfons, having, as We are 
informed, overfeen the affixed claufe in the faid ad, or 
iiot conceiving themfelves included therein, have for 
fpme time omitted to fubfcribe the faid Declaration, in 
jtianner as by the faid ad is required ; but of which fail- 
ure 
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ure of theirs being lately made fenfible, they hive, as 
We are informed, tho* not within the time limited by the 
tudsLdiy folemnly declared and fubfcribed to thefaid De- 
claration in the faid ad mentioned, before the moil reve- 
rend father in God, James, lord archbiiKop of Ardmagh, 
primate of all Ireland, and vice-chancellor of Our faid 
college. And whereas the faid ^ Pallifer and the faid 
other perfons having by their omifHon as aforefaid juflly 
incurred Our difpleafure, and become liable to the pe- 
nalty by the faid ad to be inflided on them ; yet in re- 
gard it hath been humbly reprefented unto Us by Our 
right ttufly and right well beloved coufin and counfellor 
Arthur earl of Eflex,. lord lieutenant general and governor 
of Our iaid kingdom of Ireland, that the faid omiffion or 
failure of fubfcribing, was not in contempt of Our faid 
ad, or difloyalty to Us, but rather in not knowing or not 
remembring the faid Declaration ; and that the &id per- 
fons, (the faid omiffion excepted) as alfo the whole fociety 
of Our faid college, have conftantly demeaned them- 
felves with all loyalty to Us," and conformity to the 
laid flatutes of Our faid college : We therefore in Our 
princely confideration had of the premifles, do require 
and command you, on fight hereof, to re-admit, re- 
ftore, and confirm the faid William Pallifer, Nathaniel 
Foye, James Kyan, John Pooley, and George Mercer, 
into the fenior fellowfhips of the faid college ; and the faid 
Patrick Fitzfimons, Tobias Pullen, Patrick Chriftian, 

Richard 
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Richard Aaon, Thomas Wallis, Philip Barber, Giles 
Poolcy, George Brown, and William Loyd, into the junior 
fellowfhips of the faid college, according to fuch places, Se- 
niority, and precedency as each of them before held or en- 
joyed the fame. And We do hereby re-admit, reftore, and 
confirm them in their iaid places in manner as afore&id, 
to be held and enjoyed by them, together with all falariess 
profits, and emoluments, • belonging and appertaining to 
the fenior and junior fellowfliips refpedively, for, and 
during their refpedive refidence in Our faid college, each 
of the faid junior fellows fo to continue until admitted as 
fenior fellows. And further, in Our tender care of Our 
faid College and univerfity. We do hereby ratify and con- 
firm all and every thing and things which the iaid fel- 
' lows, or any of them, have done purfuant to the kws, 
orders, and flatutes of the faid college, fince their £ud 
omiflion of fubfcribing or declaring as aforefaid ; and re- 
quire that what hath been aded by them as aforefaid, 
be conflrued and held to be as firm and valid as if no 
fuch failure or omiflion had been ; for which this fhall be 
the warrant. Given, &c. 



TO 
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TO THE. EARL OF SUFFOLK. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 5, 1674-5. 

T H AV E received your lord (hip's of the 26th of De- 
•*• cember, concerning the intereft due to your lordfliip - 
from the commiflioners of the treafury here for 5000I. 
being their laft payment to your lord/hip. I made the 
agreement with them on your lord{hip*s behalf, that they 
ihould pay the money at a certain day, viz. on the lOth 
of January laft ; and that if they failed of their part, they 
ihould allow intereft at 10 per cent, for fb long as they 
ihould detain the money in their hands, or not fubfcribe 
fuch alignments on the farmers, as the farmers would 
accept of; and alfb, that in cafe the exchange ihould 
rife higher to your lordihip*s difedvantage, who muft re- 
turn it into England, they were to bear the lofs, and to 
make it up to your lordihip, as the money might be re- 
turned at the fame rate as if it had been paid in by the 
time they engaged for it. The 5000 1. has long time 
been afligned on the farmers, but the commiilioners of 
the treafury conceiving they had dealt very well with your 
lordfhip in making payment of fo great a fum ; and it 
happening that the exchange did alter much for your 
ldrd(hip*s advantage when they aiTigned the money, they 
hoped that your lordfhip would not exped intereft for it, 
and defired me to write to your lordfhip againft my lord 

Rane- 
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Ranelagh*s going over, concerning the matter, and told 
my lord my lord Ranelagh would difcourfe it further with 
you. I indeed forgot to write to your lordfliip at that 
time, but now fince I have received your letter, I defire 
your lordfliip will pleafe to difcourfe this matter again 
with my lord Ranelagh, and let me hoar from you after- 
ward,, and then I fliall give order in the affair. I am, 
with perfed truth. 

Your lordfliip's moil faithful, 
and mofl humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr. Harbor D, Dublin Caftlc, Jan, 5, 1674-5. 

MI N E of the 1 9th of December acknowledged the 
receipt of yours of the 1 2th of the feme month, 
fince which time I have wrote but one to you, dated the 
2 2d, after that there have come to my hands of your 
letters one of the 15 th, and another of the 19th, as alfo 
one of the 2 2d, and another of the 24th of December, 
wherein there is nothing to be anfwered but what relates^ 
to your coming over hither. There are two things which 
may oblige you to flay where you are ; the firfl is to ob- 
ferve my lord Ranelagh and his adings, the fecond the 
new letting of the farm of his Majefly's revenue j for as 

for 
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for the fitting of the parliament, in caie they fhould meet, 
and which I believe they will not, you may be back 
time enough, upon notice, when it is certain that they 
will convene. My lord Ranelagh having been fome weeks 
in England, I fuppofe by that time you. return out of 
the country, you may be. able to difcern whether his ad- 
ings be fuitable to his profefHons, fo as that I conceive 
will not ftay you there. As for the letting of the farm, 
you muft inform yourfelf as well as you can upon the 
place, it being impoifible for me to underftand what is 
done there ; but, forfbme reafons you know, it were bed 
you were prefent when *tis let ; and 'tis very probable 
they will go about it now, I having fent over. to my lord 
treafurer the £irmers accounts, delivered in upon o&th, 
of wha.t they had made of the prefent farm. Upon the 
whole^ I cannot fee any thing, unlels this of the farm, to 
hinder your coming ; and therefore I fhould be glad you 
were here as you defign; and that at the time when my 
brother intends to be in London. In relation to your 
(lay, I had much rather have you continue in this place 
than in England, having often occaflons for you ; but you 
know how uncertain matters are on this fide of the water, 
and therefore we muft be guided by what we hear from 
thence, for I am fully fatisfied with your care of my bu- 
fineis there, and on thefe grounds do wholly leave it to 
you to confider what is beft to be done ; only I do agree 

C with 
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with you, that it were fit that you came over hither, tho* 
you went back again by Eafler. 

I have by this pacquet fent a draft of a letter to Mr. 
fccretary Coventry, for reftoring of moft of the fellows of 
this college of Dublin to their fellowlhips, they having 
flipt their time of fubfcribing their ailent and confent, 
according to the Ad of Uniformity; and this happening 
only through inadvertency, the men being good men 
and conformable to the church, I have recommended 
their cafe into England, and defire you will mind Mr. 
fecretary Coventry to get the letter difpatched ; and if 
they have no agent there, do you pay the fees of the of- 
fice, and I will fee them repay you again here. 

Pray take care of the letter I fent you by Mr. Hilliard, 
and when you come over bring it along with you, for I 
have loft the copy of one part thereof. 

By this pacquet I have fent over a bill to my brother 
,-^enry for loool. to be paid at i^urteen days fight. 

I am your moil afiedionate friend. 



£ o S £ X* 
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TO MR. ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sift, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 9. 1674-5. 

T H A V B received yours of the 6th. inftant, and toge- 
ther with it one from my lord Conway, wherein I had 
an account that the Norwich frigate, now with you, had 
orders to reviftual at Kinfale, which I hold to be no way 
convenient, the voyage being fo great, and fuch as 
requiring fevcral winds, the fliip may poffible be 
ab^nt two or three months ere fhe can go thither and 
return to you again : I have therefore wrote to Mr. 
Southwell, to know what diredions he has received from 
England concerning the vidualling of this fhip; and, if 
confiiftent with the orders from thence, I (hall appoint 
him rather to return money hither to provide viduals in 
this town, or fend the money to Cairickfergus, and have 
lier viaualled there, which of thefe two fhall prove the 
moft cheap and expedient ; but for her going to Kin&le" 
my opinion is thereby againft it, unlefs the orders be io 
peremptory as I may not properly fuperfede them. Tho* 
I had the notice concerning this fliip from my lord Con- 
way, yet I have anfwered it in your letter, prefumingyou 
two do communicate your letters with one another.- 
There has been a large proportion of biflcet fent down 
to you : I doubt not you fometimes make enquiry in 
what condition it is ; and I defire you would confider 
whether it may not be beft that the foldiers do fpend of 

C a it> 
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it, and that we make a fupply of new j for if it be too 
ftale, poflible it may not be fit to ufe. If it remain in 
good condition, and like to laft fo, fomeofit, as I con- 
ceive, may properly enough be employed to revidlual 
this fhip, in cafe they do vi£hial here, and we may fiir- 
nifh fo much new to be kept in ftore, if his Majefty*« 
af&irs ihould require you to march. 

I give you thanks for the fight of the two inclofed let- 
ters, which I have herewith returned you, and remain 
with perfed truth. 

Your moft ^thful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD CONWAY. 

My LoRD» Dublin Caftlc, Jan. 9, 1574-5' 

¥ AM but juft now returned home firom hunting, being 
■■• abroad all day, and have time only to acknowledge 
die receipt of your lordfhip*s letter dated the 6th inftan^ 
and to fend you the news letters come in by this pacquet \ 
my other letters from London give me no fiirther in- 
telligence than* what you will find in thefe; I {hall 
therefore fay no more to yoii, hoping in a fhort time to 
fee your lordfhip here, where you will be very welcome 
to your lordfhip's 

Moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR OF IRELAND. 

My Lo ro, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 10, 1674-5. 

"IHAVE received yours of the 9th inftant) together 

with the papers mclofed, which give an account of the 
killing of two men in the county of Londonderry ; if they 
prove to be tories, 'tis very well they are gone ; however 
the inquifition taken by Mr. Philips, for want of a coro- 
ner in that barony, upon the death of thefe men, ieems to ' 
be a bill out of the' way, the jury finding thefe men to be 
robbers, a matter I fuppofe not properly inquirabeby a co- 
roner's jury : 'twill be neceflary to give the judges who go 
that circuit particular diredions to examine this bufinefs; 
and truly, in cafe the men are proved to be of this lawlefe 
fot of people, I think it will not only be neceflary to 
grant thofe a pardon who killed them, but alio, that they 
have reward, for their own and others encouragement. 
The letter of the archbifhop of Tuam, which your 
grace fent me at your going out of town, mentioned a 
perfbn who (hould be nominated fherifi* for the coun- 
ty of Gallway, whom he believes to be a papift; there 
was one Stubbs, if I miflake not, that I at firft pitched 
upon, but he being certainly gone out of the way, I was 
forced to fix upon another, whofe name is Oliver Ormef- 
by, fo 'tis a miftake in the archbifhop of Tuam. 

I am your grace's 
moft jfeithful and moft affe<Stionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE EARL OF CLARENDON. 

Dbar Brotrzr, Dublin Caftle» Jan. 12, 1674-5. 

tttHEN dear George went over I troubled you 
with a line or two from hence, but did not then 
well know where it would meet you, being at that time 
gone into France; this laft pacquet bringing me an ac- 
count of your return, I could not omit this firft oppor- 
tunity to let you know how nearly concerned I am for 
you, or any thing that befalls you. I do aiTure you, that 
no friend you have does more heartily condole with you 
for the his of your father than myfelf, who hare ever 
had, and fhall alwa3r8 retain a perfed kindnefs for your 
lordfhip, and all that relates to you. You will excufe 
my making ufe of another hand than my own upon 
this occafion, I having been a little ill, and taking fbme 
phyfick this day. 

I am, your mofl afFedionate brother, 

and :&ithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORD RANALAGH. 

Mr LoRD» Dublin Caftle, Jan. 12, iBj^'^l 

T H AVE received' yours of the 5th infiant, which 

gives me an account, that you have procured two 
letters in behalf of fir Arthur Forbefe, as alfo that fir 
Theophilus Jones's afiair is like to fucceed ; both which I 
am glad to hear. Several letters are come to me for the 
remittal of quit rents j thefe you may be fure I will 
not pais, till my lord treafurer be made acquainted 
witK them. 

If my lord of Inchiquin do part with his troop, and 
that your lordfhip Jiave a mind to deal with him for it, 
I (hall moA readily give my conlent ; and fo foon as I 
have notice that the matter is agreed between you,, (hall 
order a commifilon for your lordfhip, it being mod rea- 
fonable, that having £0 confiderable a government as 
Athlone, you ihould be accommodated either with a 
troop or company, or botL 

I wifli the aifeir of Portleifter were once at an end 
one way or other, and that I knew what I were to do. 
in it, for till I hear again from England I fhall keep 
it in fufpence. As for Mrs. Willoghby*s penfion, I have 
faid as much in my letters to my lord treafurer and your 
lorHfhip as I can offer upon that fubjed, and fb- leave it 
to hi3 Majefly's determination. There are orders of con- 

•Gordatum^ 
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cordatum, if I miftake not, already figned for Mr. 
Bridgeman to Michaelmas laft, and from thence Mr. 
Thinne begins ; fo as if Mr. Bridgeman is not paid, *tis 
only for want of fomebody to call for the money. Upon 
the death of my lord. Dillon, who left no fons, that ho- 
nour and eftate going to a coufin of his, I find many 
people ofFering at difcoveries of feveral lands which he 
poffefTed, and did not of right belong to him ; and I 
doubt not but fome will be endeavouring to procure 
letters on that fide for grants out of this eftate. There is, 
I am confident, a great deal that he enjoyed, which by 
his decree he ought not to have ; but how any man can 
bring them in as difcoveries, fince I have had a fight of 
them by me near a twelvemonth, extraded out of the 
records, whereby it appears that other men, and not the 
lord Dillon, were proprietors thereof in the year 1:6419 
I do not well underftand ; it is as all other mens decrees, 
being only to be reftored to fiich right, title, and intereft 
as they had in the year 1641 ; and cannot confirm to 
them thefe lands which were the property of other men : 
however the proprietors in his time were glad to fhelter 
themfelves under his name, and thefe now fearing an in- 
quiry, are, as I hear, labouring to get fome other great 
men to patronize their eftates, and will themfelves be- 
come the difcoverers. Moft, though not all of thefe lands, 
are in the province of Connaught, and may properly fall 
under confideration, when the letter for fettling the Con- 
naught eftates ihall come over. 
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This I tell your lordfliip, th^t if you find any thing 
(lirring there in relation^to this bufinefs, you may ac- 
quaint cither his Majefty, or my lord treafurer, that I 
believe few or none of thefe lands will be real difco- 
veries, being fuch as I have already mentioned, that I 
knew of before, and hy the records will be made out ; 
therefore I would be glad they might be kept undifpofed, 
*till fbme general rules be given for the diftribution of all 
the lands which are not as yet regularly fettled : and I do 
the rather tell your lordQiip of this particular eflate, be- 
caufe I knew it to be one of the greateft covers of con- 
cealed lands in the kingdom. 

By the next, the holidays being over, I fhall hope to 
receive an anfwer from your lordfhip to fome of thole af- 
fairs, which I defired you to get difpatched, 

I am your lordfliip*s 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Ca(lle» Jan. i2» i6y^$» 

'"T^ HERE are four companies here in Ireland, which 

"*■ formerly were of prince Rupert*s regiment of dra- 
goons in England, and before that ferved his Majefty in a 

D regi- 
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regiment at Barbadoes. Theie companies have arrears due 
to them for their fervice done at Barbadoes ; which arrears, 
as they inform me, have, by your lordfliip's orders, been 
ftated in England ; the officers have made application 
to me, defiring my letter to your lordfhip in their favour. 
I do find theie companies to be as good men as any 
that came over, and their officers are indeed very well 
deferving ; wherefore I intreat your lordfhip in their be- 
half, that you would be pleafed to concern yourfelf fb 
il&r, as to fee right done them in the payment of their 
arrears ; wherein, as you will do an ad both of juilice 
and charity to thefe men, thereby encourage them and 
all others who ferve his Majefty in his army, Co you 
will alfo by it oblige,. 

Your lordfhip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX.* 

The gentleman who brings, your lordfhip this let- 
ter, is Mr, Trant their agent, who will mind your 
lordfhip of- their concerns, and attend your pleafure 
therein. 



TO 
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TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr. HARB.OJLD, Dublin CafUe, Jan. i6, iSyii-s^ 

'TpHE laft of yours I received, was dated from 
•■■ Grafton the 29th of December ; I fuppofe by that 
time this arrives, you will be at London. Your father's 
letter concerning Eflex-houfe came to me a while ago, 
and there feems great difproportion between the value 
that thofe who viewed it have fet, and the price which 
is afked : if Mr. Thinne do come to a price that is 
pretty near reafon, I would have you to purfue my for- 
mer diredion ; and by my lord of Arl, or my lord 
treafurer, or both, to try if the King will give a help 
towards it ; for indeed I am yet defirous of it, if it 
can be obtained. Sir William Churchill hath by co- 
lonel Jcfieries fent me one of his books ; I would have 
you go to him, and give him thanks from me for it. 

There being nothing further at prefent to fay to you, 
I remain, 

Your moft afiedionate friend. 



ESSEX. 

D2 
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TO SIR CHARLES HARBORD. 

Sir, Dublin Caftlc, Jan. 16, 1674-5. 

'Tp H E receipt of yours was very grateful to. me, 
not only for the true account you gave me c6n- 
cerning Effex-houfe, but much more becaufe it brought 
me the affurance of your recovery from your late ill- 
nefs. I have not yet heard precifely what terms Mr, 
Thinne ftands upon ; but in cafe he will take reafon, 
and that I can find means to compafs it, I am fure it 
would be a great convenience to me to be provided of 
a dwelling in town, and I confeis I had rather have this 
than any other ; but I do fully agree with you in opi- 
nion, that no man ever profited by borrowing money 
for to buy lands or houfes, much lefs to build ; your 
fon fully knows what way I propofed to myfelf for mak- 
ing this purchafe, if the price be reduced to a propor- 
tion fit to be given. 

My wife prefents her fervice to you, and I defire you 
will believe me to be ever 

Your mofl afl^edionate, 

and moft faithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 21 



TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Jan. i6, 1674-$. 

T H A V E enquired how the account ftands between 
my lord Brabazon and his troop, whereof you gave 
me notice in your's of the 9th inftant, that his lord(hip 
had imprefted all the pay belonging to them ; and I do 
find, that upon fome reckonings and debts between him 
and the commiffioners of the treafury, he hath money in 
his hands which belongs to his troop; but the matter isfb 
adjufted between them, as they have engaged upon Tuef^ 
day next to fend down orders for immediate payment to 
the troop of all that is due to them, which they tell mc 
will be a month's pay compleat, 20s. only being deduded 
upon fome orders for debts of four or five of the foldiers, 
fo as I hope this money will enable them to march. Some 
intelligence hath come to me of two perfons lately fecured 
in the King's county, the name of one is major Montgo- 
mery, and the name of the other is Wall; they are (aid 
to be fome of thofe who raifed a petty rebellion in Scot- 
land^ fome years paft. I remember that capt. Barclay, 
who now hath Sir Edward Mafley's company, and is with 
you, once told me that he was employed by his Majefty's 
particular warrant to apprehend feveral of thofe men who 
ftirred this fedition in Scotland, and fhewed me a lift of 
their names ; wherefore I defire you would fpeak with 

him» 
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him, and know whether either of them be of thofe pef- 
fons whom he endeavoured to apprehend; and that you 
would be pleafed to give me an account what he faid: in 
the mean time I have fent into the country to have a more 
diftin£t knowledge of the thing. 

I am your mdl faithful, and 
affeftionate fervant, 
\ ESSEX. 

TO THE EARL OF ARLINGTON. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Jan. S4, 1574-5; 

ri^HIS laft pacquet bringing the news of your lord- 
* fliip's fefe arrival out of Holland, I could not omit 
the firft opportunity of welcoming your lordfhip home, 
and telling you that no intelligence is more pleafing to 
me than that which conveys a confirmation of your lord- 
fliip's welfere and profperity ; the continuance whereof, as 
I do moft really wifli, fo fhall I never- doubt of my being 
-j'clieved in your memory, under the qualification of 

Your lordihip's moft faithful, 
and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX* 
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TO THE BISHOP OF LONDON. 

M T Lord, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 23, 1674-5. 

17RO M Dr. Goodman I did, this laft poft, receive an 
*■ account of the great favour your lordihip had done 
him in confirming the redory of Hadham upon him ; and 
tho' he be a gentleman very worthy in himfelf, and whofe 
merits might well recommend him to your lordfhip, 
yet confidering the circumftances of the thing, it being 
the pari(h where my other houie ftands, I cannot but at* 
tribute a great {hare of his preferment to your lordfhip's 
refped towards me ; and do therefore upon both fcores 
give your lordfhip many thanks for this your kindnefs to 
him, and own it as an obligation to myfelf. I have been 
more than ordinary careful whom I fhould prefent to 
the vicarage of Wattford, in regard the people there are, 
and have ever been (as your lordfhip well knows), very 
fadious and uneaiy towards their minifterj wherefore up- 
on this vaciancy I defire your lordfliip to do me the fa- 
vour to find out a perfbn that may be fit for this place : 
I fhould like it well that he be a good preacher, as well 
as a prudent man, becaufe that when I am in England, 
I fhall for the mofl part refide there. So foon as your lord- 
fhip 
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(bip fhall pleafe to nominate one to me, I (hall fign a pre- 
fentation, and fend it over. 

I am your lord(Iiip*s moft faithful, 
and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

I m 1 1 i 111 I i 1 1 { 1 1 i I i 1 1 m ii m 1 1 1 1 1 i II 

TO DOCTOR GOODMAN. 

Dr. Goodman, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 23, 1574-5. 

"VT OUR letter of the 6th of January, wherein you 
•■• acquaint me with the lord bifhop of London's kind- 
nefs to you, came to me on the 20th inftant. I am very 
glad you are fo well provided for, and like it much the 
better that it falls out to be in that place ; and truly I take 
it extream kindly of his lordihip that he thought of you 
for it, in regard he knew you to be a perfbn for whom I 
had a good efteem. The enclofed letter, a copy where- 
of is herewith (ent for you to perufe, will tell you that I 
deltre his lordfhip to recommend a perfon to me to fuc- 
ceed you in Wattford, by which means Mr. Beveridge, 
the gentleman you mention, I fuppofewill have it; the 
only thing I doubt of him is, left having a good living 
in London, he will fpend moft of his time there ; where- 
as I would not willingly have Wattford church be with- 
out 
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out a good preacher, it beiqg the place where I (hdl, for 
the moft part, refide when I am in England. As for Mr. 
Powell, 1 defire you would fpeak with him yourfelf, and 
let him know he fhall not be forgotten when I have an 
opportunity ; tho' this parifh I conceive requires a man 
who hath a good deal of experience in the world. By a 
former letter of yours, you recommended one dean Sherri- 
dan to me ; I am confident he hath much deceived your- 
ielf, and thofe other gentlemen you named in England, 
into a good opinion of him ; for I cannot find but that 
he is the moft improper perfon in the world, for the em- 
ployment he fceks. I am 

Your moft aftedionate fiiend, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 23, 1^74-5.' 

¥N my laft I mentioned to you fomething of two Scotch- 
men, major Montgomery and one Wall, deiiring you 
to enquire of captain Barkley, who being now, by your 
leave, come up to town, I can inform myfelf from him. 
Your laft letter told me, that major Andrews* com- 
pany was in arrear for their pay ^ upon examination, I 

E find 
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find that they are in the fame ftate with the other com- 
panies now with you; only the perfonal pay of major An- 
drews is, by his own order, detained by Sir John Cham- 
pante, to be returned into England ; which his lieutenant 
likes not, but would have the captain's money paid to 
himielf ; and that I believe will be found to be die dii&- 
rence. I have here ient you an abihad of the account, 
whereby you will fee the ccnnpany is overpaid 3 2 1. From 
Mr. Southwell at Kin£ile, I hear that his orders are poii* 
tlve for vi^alling the Norwich Frigate there at Kinfale; 
{o as when his provifions fail, he muft return to thait 
place to revidual. 

The news letters come by this laft pacquet are here 
inclofed, which will furnifli you with all the intelligence 
rknow. So foon as you can put things in fuch a poflure 
as you may fafely leave them, I fhall be glad of your 
company here.'; and in the time, 

I remain 

Your moft affedionate, and 
moft faithful fervant, 

ESSEX* 
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*rO MR. HARBORD. 

M ft. Ha II bo r d, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 23. 1574-5J 

T H AVE received yours of the 9th of January, where- 
in you mention a good deal relating to Mr. fecretafy 
Coventry ; and that he ieems ill pleafed concerning a let- 
ter of my lord Carlingford's. You may at all times 
affure Mr. fecretary Coventry of the real value I have 
lor him, and the care I (hall ever take to pay him not 
only all due refped, but all the kind fervices that can lye 
in my power ; for indeed I do khow, and from my own 
heart believe him to be one of the mod efteemable men 
of this age. But, upon this occafion, I muft remind you 
of a pafiage, which I am fure you cannot forget, that 
happened between my lord of Arlington and me : it was 
concerning the preparing of books for the difcovery of 
concealed lands in Ireland ; and you cannot but call to 
mind how ill his lordfhip took it, that fuch a work had 
been fb long in hand, and he knew nothing thereof ; and 
yet when he faw what orders I had received, and in 
what manner I was direAed to proceed, his lordfhip 
reiled fully fetisfied with what I. had done. You that 
have experience of this, may cafily imagine that fome^ 
thing of the like nature may come again ; and therefore 
it fhould be your part, as much as may be, ever to 
confirm a good underftanding between Mr. fecretary 

E 2 Coventry 
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Coventry and myfelf, and that when any thing of this 
fort happens he may be afTured that it proceeds from, 
fome other caufe, and not from any either unkindnefs 
or inaflurance I have of his friendihip. I muft and will 
obey pundually the orders I have received from the King 
my mafter, and this I fhall precifely do without regard- 
ing whom it pleafeth or difpleafeth ; and if orders fhould 
happen to be fuch as I cannot perform, I muft refign. 

As for my lord treafurer, and my lord Ranelagh, it 
is neceflary, for feveral reafons, that I keep fair with 
them; and therefore I would by no means have you give 
them the leaft occafion for jealoufy : that which Mr. 
Cook tells you, that his Majefty will have the treafurer 
acquainted with all things relating lands and monies ia 
Ireland, but will have no fuch claufe put in letters, I 
can give you an inftance of the contrary, which you may 
let Mr. fecretary Coventry know, as from yourfelf. The 
letter was in behalf of colonel Willoughby and his wife, 
and is entered at the fignet*s office the 1 2th of Novem- 
ber. Much more I could fay to you upon this fub- 
jedl if you. were prefent, but this letter will fufficcji 
which you will be fiire to keep fecret, and guide your- 
felf by it. 

I have received a fetter from your father concerning 
Effex houfe, which I {hall anfwer by the next. Let Mr. 
Thihne know that I have two of his, but have not time 
by this poft to write. I do much want a lift of fees^ 

taken 
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taken in all his Majeily*s courts of England, which, long 
ago, I direded you to fend me ; pray let it be haftened 
over. 

By this pacquet I have writ to Mr. fecretary Coven- 
try> upon the lubjeft of renewing charters to corpora- 
tions ', pray mind him to give an anfwer fo fbon as con- 
veniently may be, for 'till I know his Majefty*s pleafure, 
that bufinefs is at a (land. 

I am your mod affectionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

S I R, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 23, s6y4rsi, 

TTIS Majefty, by his letter of the i6th of Auguft^ 
•*- -*■ 1 67 1, having impowered the chief governoF here, 
to renew the charters of the feveral corporations of this 
kingdom, and to grant unto them fuch of the privileges 
formerly belonging to them, as fhould be thought fit • 
and the lords of his Majefty*s moft honourable privy 
council in England, by their letter of the 26th of Sep- 
tember, 1 673, having fignified to me his Majefly's pl^- 
fure, that all reilraints againft the renewing of charters be 
taken off, and that I fhould proceed therein according 
to the feveral former diredions given from thence; I 

have 
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have fince applied myfelf towards the difpatch of that af- 
feir, and have given notice to feme of the chief corpo- 
rations, that they fliould employ agents here to foUicit 
the taking out of their charters, and that of Cork is 
at prefent under confideration ; and finding that by a 
letter from his Majefty*s privy council in England, bear- 
ing date the 17th of Auguft, 1670, [a copy whereof 
I herewith fend you] fome rules and diredions were re- 
commended to the lord lieutenant and council, to be 
obferved in the granting of fuch new charters ; I 
diought it fit, although that letter was only direded to 
the lord Berkley, then lord lieutenant, and not to the 
lieutenant for the time being, to conform myfelf to his 
Majefty's pleafurc thereby fignificd, unlefs hit Majefty 
fliould difpenfe with any of the rules thereby prefcribed. 
The only difficulties that I meet with, do relate to two 
of the diredions therein mentioned; whereof one is^ 
that a furrender fliould be required of their former char- 
ters ; without which, a new charter will not abrogate an 
old privilege ; and the other is, that if any corporation 
claims the benefit of fines and amerciaments among 
themfclves, that this occafion may be taken of extin- 
guifliing of fiich claim, and refuming of that privilege, 
becaule it leads to the obftrudion of juftice. 

As to the firft, I find the corporations generally very 
unwilling to furrender their old charters, many of them 
having divers antient charters from feveral of his Ma- 

jefty'i 
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jefly'i royal predecefTors, wherein there are large teftimo- 
jnics of their loyalties and good fervices by them in for- 
mer times performed to the crown, which they conceive 
to be much for their honour, and are therefore deiirous 
not to part with them ; and do alfo apprehend that it 
may be {otac: prejudice to them in the lands belonging to 
them, and an occaflon of many fuits and differences con* 
certnng fuch leafes and grants as have been made ; and 
debts contraded by them, if the prefent corporations 
ihould be wholly diflblved by the furrender of their old 
diarters ; alfo they fear all the by-laws and other con- 
ftitutions formerly made by them, will become void ; and 
therefore rather defire, that if any privileges hereto-t 
foFe granted to them {hall be found to be unreafbnable, 
aod noc fit to be continued, they may, by a deed under 
their corporation feal, to be enrolled in the chancery, fur- 
render and leleaie fuch privileges to his Afajefty, which, 
it 18 fuppofed, may be as available for the barring them 
from the enjoyment of fuch privileges, as if their former 
charters were furrendered. As to the other, concerning the 
grants of fines and amerciaments among themfelves, iti- 
h infixed on by fome of them, and particularly by the 
city of Cork, who have that privilege, that they have for 
many ytars enjoyed the feme, without complaint of any 
ill ufe made thereof to the obftrudlion of juftice ; that 
there are not in Cork any lands belonging to the corpo- 
ration : fo that if that benefit be taken from them they 

fhaU 
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fhall lofe all that fmall income that is granted to them 
by their charter: and that being a town of the greateft 
trade in this kingdom, next to Dublin, it may pofli- 
bly be reafonable to grant fomc of thofe privileges to 
that, and fome few other trading towns, which may 
be fit to be denied to others of lefs confideration ; 
whereof if his Majefty (hall be pleafed to allow, it 
will be neceflary he fhould fignify his pleafure, that 
I may have the liberty either of allowing or difallowing 
that privilege in fuch cafes as the lord lieutenant and 
council here fhall think fit. And as to both thefe rule's 
direded to be obferved, I find that neither of them were 
taken notice of in the new charter, which hath been late- 
ly granted to the town of Dundalk, tinder the great feal 
of England, which was pafTed there without any furren- 
der of their former charter 5 and there is alfo therein 
contained an exprefs grant to them of all the liberties and 
privileges belonging to them in the year 1641, by force 
of any charters heretofore granted to them ; and a par-> 
ticular provifion for their enjoyment of all fines, ifiues, 
iind amerciaments happening within the court of the faid 
town. There is one thing more relating to this matter 
that may not be unfit to inform you of; which is, that 
by his majefty*s letter of the 1 6th of Auguft 1671, I am 
authorized to grant to the corporations all fuch privileges 
as have been formerly granted to them ; and the trade 
and condition of fome of the towns here, being now 

very 
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fery much altered from what they were at the time of 
their granting their former charters, as particularly Bel- 
faft, and fome others : I have not any power to enlarge 
the privileges of any of them, that I ihall find^to deferve 
greater encouragement than they had by their former 
charters, when there was a lefs trade in them ; which 
may be reminded in cafe his Majefty {hall think fit to 
impower me to grant unto fuch corporations, whofe trade 
hath confiderably encreafed frnce the pafling of their 
former charters, fuch new privileges the lord lieute- 
nant and coimcil here fliall judge to be convenient for 
them, and to tend to the advancement of the trade 
thereo£ I defrre you to take an opportunity to iacquaint 
his Majefty with thefe feveral particulars^ and to let me 
know his pleafure therein, which I fhall be fure punc- 
tually to obierve; and (hall then proceed to the renew- 
ing of the feveral charters, according to fuch directions 
as I fhall receive fix)m his Majefty, and thofe other rules 
mentioned in the letter of the lords of the council here 
inclofed. I am « 

your mofl ^ithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

I have received your*s of the 1 2 th inflant ; and con- 
cerning the report in the cafe between Mr, Barrett and my 

F lord 
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lord Loftus, I completed it, and figoed it at kail fiv« 
months ago ; but Mr. Barrett, when he left this coun- 
try, did not think fit to take it with him, fo aa it lay 
by me till within this thre? woek^t at which time an 
age^t from Mr^ Barrett called for it» and tQ him it ia di- 
livered. 

n nil UN M 1 i 1 i I II 11 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 nil u li 

TO THE BAKU OF ORJRBRY. 

Mt Lor d, Dublin Caftle, Jan. aff, 1^74-5. 

TH E charter of Cork being; now under confidera- 
tion Ipiere, in. prd^ to the renewing thereof, I be- 
lieve we ^hall continue all thofe men freemen of the 
(aid city who are now i<>; but it being; poilible that 
fome of the gentlenvcA of the neighbourhood, who. 
at prefent have not frqedoni in that city, may, with 
reafon, be proper to be named freemea in the new 
charter, if your lordfliip, or my lord Shannon, to 
whom I defire you to communicate this letter, will 
be pleafed to nominate perfons you think £t, my- 
felf, I prefume, and council, will not fcruple at in- 
ferting their names; wherefore I defire I may hear 
from your lordfhip upon this fubjed fb fbon as con^ 
veniently you can ; only I wifh they may not be too 

many. 
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man/t but gentlemen of good fortunes and credit in 
the countty. I am 

Your lordiliip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. ORLANDO OEfi. 

SiK, Dublin Gaftle, Jan. 30, 1^4- j; 

v H AVE fome time fince received your's of the 2d of 
^ January, and having an opportunity by captain Crofts 
going over,. I would not omit the writing to you, and 
fending, as I have here cnelofed a copy of a cypher^ 
whcfeby you may at all times communicate your 
thoughts to me. In. the end of your letter you tell me^ 
it is the opinion that I had befl keep the leafes which are 
by me unfealed, for a reafon not convenient to men> 
tion. I defue^ by thr beljp of this cypher, you will let 
me know it ; as alfb that I may now and then under- 
ftand your proceedings with the duke of Monmouth. 
I fliall likewife return you my opinion in the fame man- 
ner, as there fhall be occafion. I am continually in want 
of gentlemen to attend me ; thofe whom I brought over 
are many of them provided for, and this country is 

F 2 pretty 
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pretty icarce of men of that fort ; wherefore I would be 
glad you would from time to time find me out fome r 
For their qualifications, I would have them born gen- 
^ tlemen, good fightly men, and free from debauchery^ 
and fuch as have fomething of their own to maintain them, 
tho' it be but forty or fifty pounds per annum. The terms 
they are to be upon are thefe; they have lodging and diet 
in the Caftle for themfelves and their men ; they ride in 
the life-guard, and have a pay there of between 30 
and 40 1. a year, which pay will keep their horfes well;, 
fo as if they have a little of their own to go handfomely 
in cloaths, it will be enough. If I find them men of fenfe, 
and fit for bufinefs, I fhall prefer them before any others^ 
as places do fall. Indeed, I would be glad you would 
enquire me out a man or two that are of good under- 
^ndiqg ; for many times I have occafion to employ 
^1^ ; pray, as you hear of any that may be fit for mej. 
kt mc know it, and I will fend for them ftill as I yfziAi. 

I am your mofl afiedionate fiiend, 

ESSEX. 
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TO SIR JOSEPH WILLIAMSON. 

Sir, ' Dublin Caftlc, Jan. 30, 1674-5* 

A BOUT a fortnight ago I teceived a letter of hi» 
•^^^ Majefty*8, counterfigned by yourfelf, in the behalf 
of Mr. Richard Talbot, dire<^ing a grant to him of an 
incumbrance out of his eftate. I have enquired into the- 
matter, and do find it to be a mortgage ; which mort- 
gage Cas the letter recites) is, by the Aft of Settlement^ 
granted to the 49 officers. Now, by a former letter, in 
the name of colonel Guy Dillon, his Majefty h^ beea 
pleafed to order^ that there fhall be a liberty and pre- 
ference given to him to place deficiencies upon the 
whole 49 iecurity ; and fhould this gentleman come in, 
and make his difeovery, colonel Dillon, upon the right 
of preference, would carry the thing. I have therefore 
thought fit to keep this letter in Mr. Talbotfs behalf pri- 
vate, till I have a further fignification. of his Majefly*s 
pleafure ; and indeed I mxiA needs hy this, that if his 
Majefty do grant thefe things &r the advantage of pri- 
vate men, who may buy deficiencies at a lower rate, and 
apply them, it is much more natural that thofe on whofb 
land the incumberances are, as the cafe of Mr. Talbot is^. 
ihould partake o( his Majefty's favouis, latiier than others^ 
vha axe flrangers to the efktes. You will be pleafed to 

take 
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take fome time to acquaint his Majefty with this ; and 
according to fuch orders as fhall come, I {ball conform 

myfelf. . 

I am your mod faithful humble fervant, 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

M't Lor0, Dvk^ Caftle, Jan>. $0, 1674-$^ 

C* I NC E I wrote to your lordfliip, I hare three of 
^ your's to acknowledge of the »2th, i6th, and an- 
other of the 23d; by the latter of which you give me aa 
account of ieveral patfiages relating to this country > and 
among others, that there are ionise objedions made agaii^ 
regimenting the army here; and that it is proposed, that 
the eldeft captains fhould command as iieU^officers. I 
confefs, I am utterly to &ek what the& oli^dions 
Ibould be;, and as £br the propoial of the eldefi: capr* 
tain to command, it will be very often found inconve* 
nient, feveral o£ them probably not being fo fit for it ; 
but I' £baU fufpend any thing to be faid on this &bje6i; 
till Mr.. Haiibocd, who. I underfknd i& coming ovei; fhall 
acquaint you with theie objedions. I am. extremely fa> 
tisfied with what you tell me concerning the manager 

ment 
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ment of the revenue, and the difpofition of lands here, 
and not lefi with that which concludes your letter ; an 
account of my lord treafurer*s kindneis to me, a confir- 
mation of which I do indeed receive from all hands. 
I did, on the 2 2d of December laft, which is now al- 
moft five weeks ago, (end to my lord treafurcr, the com- 
mifHoners of Cork-lioufe their account of the farm, upon 
oadi. Tbefe papers being of fome importance, I wi(h I 
could know whether they be received or no j not hav- 
ing as yet heard one word of it. Mr. Jones did, lafl 
night, deliver your letter concerning Athlone ; which, 
as loon as I have perufed, I (hall take fome ordef in it. 

I am your lord£hip*s moft 

faithful humbk lervant,, 

ESSEX 

Since I wiaOe this letter, I am informed that the pro<>' 
voft of the college is fallen desperately ill of a dead pal- 
fey. I dcfirc your lotdfhip to be watchful, to prevent 
Dean Sherridan*s dcfigns, who, no doubt, will have no- 
tice of thi» maa's iilncfs j and if you have an opportu- 
nity to do. Mr. Deaia Ward a kindncfa upoa this occafion^ 
I ibould be glad of it; 



TO 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

3 1 R, . Dublin Caftle, Jan. 30, 1674-5. 

I N C E my laft, which was upon the fubjefl: of cor- 
^ porations, 1 have received your'sof the igthj where- 
in, among other things, you acquaint me his Majefty*s 
pleafure concerning captain Crofts, that he may have 
permifHon to come over into England, he being one of 
that party quartered near Carrickfergus, commanded by 
Sir Arthur Forbefe. I have been a little ftrid in keep- 
ing them upon the place ; but knowing fome bufinefs 
of importance called him into England, I had given him 
a licence before the receipt of your letter. 

As to the afiair of the town of Galway, betwixt it and 
Mr. Hamilton, they are now proceeding in Chancery ; 
and, I am very fure, Mr. Hamilton can have no advan- 
tage in that court. When this grant was firft in pafling, 

1 obftrudted it as much as was fit for me ; but after his 
Majefty had fignified his pleafure in the cafe, I have 
fupported it to the utmoft, as far as was proper for me 
in my flation ; but it would be hard to interpofe his Ma- 
jefty *8 power, in the decifion of law caufes. Having this 
occafion, I cannot but tell you, that I do apprehend this 
grant will be the ruin of that town. It was once a con- 
fiderable place of trade, and one of the principal ftrengths ^ 

of 
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of the kingdom ; it furaifhed all the province of Co- 
naught, (it being the only frequented port there) with fo- 
reign commodities : but now I hear the merchants are 
all leaving the place, and the gentlemen of that county 
are forced to fend as far as this city for thofc things, 
whereof they ufed to be provided from thence. There 
is a letter in behalf of the earl of Kildare, which will 
be brought to you for his Majefty's fignature; *tis for 
the grant of a Imall parcel of land that Sir Maurice 
Euftace was like to have defrauded him of, and that 
ufed very ungentleman-like pradices to compafe his 
ends. The land does not exceed 50 1. per annum above 
the rent now payable; and a leafe happening to be 
taken in a forfeiting perfon's name, it falls into the 
King's difpofal. But the letter does fo folly fet forth 
the cafe, as I fhall- fay no more, fave only, that it 
hath been drawn with care ; and I conceive it very 
reafoaable for his Majefty to allow. I am 

Your moft faithful humble fcrvant, 

ESSEX^r 
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TO MR. THINNE. 

Si R, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 30, 1674-5, 

C* I N C E my laft writing to you, feveral letters of 
^ . your*s, as thofe of the 9th, 12th, and i6th in- 
flant, have come to my hands ; which happening to ar- 
rive when I was full of other bufinels,^ I had not leifure 
to fend you my an(wer. I give you thanks, for the di- 
vers intelligendes you fend me, and defire you will cour- 
tinue your correfpondence. That which your laft fpeaks. 
of, the prefent report concerning the earl of Shaftefbury, 
I do agree with you in opinion, that it cannot have any 
good foundation. 

I am your moft aflfedionate fervanty 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR HENRY CAFEL. 

Dear Brother, ^ Dublin Caftle, Jan. 30, 1674-5. 

tDELIEVING Mr. Harbord will certainly be upon the 
^-^ road for Ireland before this letter can arrive, I muft 
hold my correfpondence with you, for fuch matters as I 
would have communicated to him ; and therefore I have 

here- 
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herewith inclofed a letter written to him concernin<» 
Eflex-houfe : it is moft of it in cypher, which your key 
will unfold ; as alfb one other to Sir Charles Harbord, 
which I defire you to deliver. 

The city here is, at prefent, in a good deal of diforder; 
the al4ermen and commons almoft perpetually jarring 
and diftering. At my firft coming over they were in 
great confufion, and feveral mutinies had been here ; and 
in one of them concerning the building a bridge, the tu- 
, mult was lb great, as Sir Arthur Forbefe, then one of the 
lords juftices, was forced to draw out fome of the fol- 
diers, and caufe them to fire among them, before they 
would be quieted ; wherein fome men loft their lives. 
Afterwards, by the vile practices of Sir Ellis Leighton, to 
get himfelf into the recorder's place, and fome other 
advantages of money. Sir John Totty, then mayor, join- 
ing with other feditious people of the commons, at once 
turned out eight aldermen and the recorder. The mat- 
ter being extraordinary, and the manner of difplacing 
thofe men, who were the wealthieft and moft fubftantial 
of the city, being very irregular and turbulent, they ap- 
plied thcmfelves to the King in England; and his Ma- 
jcfty, at my firft coming over, ordered me to hear and 
determine it according to juftice. This afiair had a full 
hearing at large, and the proceeding of turning out thefe 
aldermen appearing not only contrary to all the pradices 

G a and 
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and cuftoms of this city, but alfo againft the rulcsr of 
common jufticc ; it was declared void by the whole 
board, there being at leaft 20 of the council prefent, not 
one diffenting, and that the aldermen fhould be replaced 
again ; as alfo, that all a£ts and proceedings relating to 
the turning out of thele aldermen, flK>uld be erazed out 
of the city books. The firft part was performed, and 
the aldermen put in poiTefHon of their places again; 
but as for the latter, the city has negleded to do it hither- 
to ; and the laft week, there being a quarter aflembly> 
the nlatter was taken into coniideration. The mayor and 
aldermen unanimoufly agreed, and fent it to the com- 
mons ; the commons, by vote^ have refuied obedience to 
our orders. 1 am confidering what to da in the thing t 
fure I am, I will not fufler his Majefty's authority to be 
flighted, but will fee our orders obeyed ; and thefe pro- 
ceedings, by one means or other, razed out of the books^ 
The reports which every day are tranimitted hither 
from England of my remove, is the principal caufe 
of their flubbornneis ; and, indeed, it is a misfortune 
to his Majefty*s affairs, that fuch rumours are fpread;, 
for I do not believe that, under the lun, there arc a people 
who are more apt to defpiie and affront their governors 
than fome here are, and will, if they have any ima^ 
gination that they are to be recalled : but I know not 
how this can be helped in fuch a loofe age as this, 
where all men write and Ipeak what they pleafe 5 how- 
ever, 
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evcTk doubtlefs it much weakens his Majefty's autho- 
rity. The reafbn that I have writ all this is to introduce 
anoth^ matter, wherein I defire you to aik my lord 
keeper and Sir William Jones, the attorney general, their 
opinions : There is one Phillpot, a haberdaOier, who, 
in my lord Berkley's time, and now fince my coming, 
hath been the principal ringleader of thefeieditious people. 
This man, while the eight aldermen were turned out, 
was himfelf, and one GrefEngham, chofen into the place 
of two of the aldermen, which election was by the 
judgment of the board made void. Some time after the 
council had given this fentence, this Phillpot, b<<;ing ma(^ 
ter of one of the corporations of the city, and there be- 
ing fome cups which belonged to them to be new caft 
he, without cM-ders of his corporation, dire<£ted a motto 
to be put upon them in thefe words, 76e/e Cufs were 
made in the year when Phillpot and Grejfotgbam were Al- 
dermen \ which cups are conflantly ufed at all the feafls of 
the city. Now, perhaps, tho* ithc thing may feem but 
trivial in itfelf, yet I conceive it is of fbme confequence 
to the government, that a kind of memorial ihould be 
kept, and every year fet before the faces of the people, 
contradiding an order of the lord lieutenant and coun- 
cil, who have adjudged thefe men not to be aldermen,^ 
and that their eledion was totally irregular and void ; 
and diat to the end there might be no memory of fuch 

irre- 
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irregularities, all proceedings relating to it fliould be 
razed out of the books. 

I am very fure the city will never be in any tolerable 
quiet, till fome few of the chief incendiaries do fmart for 
it. Being loath, in my own nature, to make ufe of power 
for the chaftifement of fuch exorbitancies ; I have been 
watching to lay hold of fome particular to fix upon any 
of them, which might bear an indidment in (bme of the 
King's courts ; and, if I mifiake not, this will, upon the 
(core of fedition : wherefore I defire you to take fome 
opportunity to fpeak to thefe two perfbns before men- 
tioned, fo foon as conveniently you can, and let me 
know their opinions. I would not have it difcourfed of 
abroad, but only to afk them privately, and let me un- 
derftand their fenfe. The violencies of Ibme of thefe 
little fellows have been inlufferable ; and what courfe fo- 
ever I Ihall think fit to take with them, I would be glad 
to be fatisfied with the judgment of thofe two great men, 
I mean my lord keeper and Mr. attorney, being loath to 
begin with any of them in a point which will not cer- 
tainly hold. Pray, tell my lord keeper that I have his 
letter concerning the efeheators. 

I am, your moft afFedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE DUKE OF ORMOND. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Feb. 2, i6y4S' 

'T^ H E provoft of the college here dying laft night, 

•*• upon enquiry what is direded by ftatutes of the 
college for the nominating of another, I do find, that 
the vice-provoft do fignify the vacancy to ' the chancel- 
lor ;, and that the chancellor do acquaint his Majefly 
therewith, who has referved the nomination to himfelf. 
Conceiving the matter to be of fome confequence to this 
kingdom, that a fit and prudent ihan be intruded with 
this employment, and knowing that a perfbn (who, as 
all the bi(hops and others here, tell me is a moil unfit 
man for it) ftays in England on purpofe to get this pre- 
ferment, I have, by this pacquet, fent to recommend 
Mr. Dean Ward, whom I look upon as the difcreeteft 
and propereft man in this kingdom to be provoft, and 
whom I underftand that your grace has the like good 
opinion of. My letter is gone to Mr. fecretary Coven^ 
try, well knowing how entirely he is your grace's fer- 
vant ; and I have likewile given him a hint of the forms 
that are to pafs through you, that he may fo manage the 
af&ir, as to prevent any perfon from being impofed upon 
us, and may introduce this gentleman to fucceed, fo 
f(X)n as your graces letter fhall come over. Thus much 
I thought fit to acquaint your grace with, both in re- 
gard 
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gard of the ftation you are in, as chancellor, and alfo to 
afTure you, that I fliall never be wanting in paying your 
grace all due reiped and cfteem, as being 

Your grace's moft faithful, 

and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Br OT HER, Dublin Caftte, Feb. j, tSj^'g. 

T HAVE received yours of the 27th of January, all in 
**• cyphers, I defire you to give my lord of Arlington 
all the kind thanks imaginable from me, for the no- 
tices he fends by it, and intreat him he will make ufe 
of your hand to convey things of this nature to me, 
. which I fhall conftantly keep with perfed fecrecy. But 
as for the matter itfelf, the new letting of the form, I 
do know that there is a treaty on foot concerning it, 
and letters do pafs between my lord treafurer and my- 
felf upon thatfubjed; and for aught I can find, he is 
very fair towards me in the thing, and will not, I be- 
lieve, conclude without firft acquainting me therewith ; 
wherefore I conceive it beft to let that matter alone. 

I am your moft affedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Feb. 3, 1674-$. 

'T^ H E city of Dublin hath never fince my coming, 
nor of a long time before, been very eafy or 
quiet ; the commons perpetually jarring and mutinying 
againft the mayor and aldermen. I will not repeat to 
you what was done before my time, upon projeds of Sir 
Ellis Leighton, in fupporting the commons againft their 
Superiors ; but fure I am, that his pradices in counte- 
nancing that inferior fort of people, have made them ob- 
flinate and wilful ever fince : nor need I tell you how, 
upon his Majefly*s letter of reference to myfelf and coun- 
cil, we adjudged the turning out the eight aldermen and 
recorder, to be (as indeed it was) both contrary to the 
cuflom of this city, and even to the rules of common 
juflice ; for with thefe tranfadions I fuppofe you long 
ago arc acquainted. There was a claufe in requiring the 
city to blot out of their books thole irregular proceed- 
ings of theirs," relating to the eight aldermen and recorder; 
this hath rcfled among them ever fince, and by rea- 
fon of fome unfettlednefs in the alTembly, and fbmc lit- 
tle difiercnce^ and difputes among themfelves, I omitted 
the preffing of the execution of that part of the order 
till now. This laft week, it being propofed among them, 
the mayor and aldermen unanimoufly confented, but the 

H com' 
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com'mons refufed. The matter in itfelf is of no great 
moment, but I conceive it of much confequence that his 
Majefty*s commands fhould be. obeyed ; and it wiU be a 
precedent very dangerous to the government here, that 
they (hall have an order of the lieutenant and coun- 
cil entered upon their books, requiring them to raze out 
fome matters in their a£b of aflembly, and that thefe 
very things in after times (hall appear unrazcd ; which * 
may give a ground in future ages, bodi to this and other 
cities and corporations, to difpute the rendering obedi* 
ence to his Majefly*s authority ; for which reafon I am 
refblved to have the thing done one way or other ; and 
if I can find any legal courfe that will reach fbme of 
thefe (editions people, I will certainly make them fmart for 
it. Thus much I thought neceflary to acquaint you with, 
that you might know how things move here, left any flying 
reports (hould bring mi(repre(entations upon our adings. 
The provoft of this college being lately dead, I have 
confulted (bme of his Majefty's council to inform my(elf 
in whofe difpofition the gift thereof is, who are of opi- 
nion that it is in me ; for the ftatutes of the college, of 
which I have (ent you a copy, direding, that the chan- 
cellor (hould give notice to the King of the vacancy, to 
the end that the college (hould be provided with a new 
one ; and his Majefty having granted to me, by my pa- 
tent, the difpofal of all places civil and ecclefiaftical, 
which are in his gift, except fome therein particularly 

men- 
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tioned^ this not being excepted, muft of confequence re- 
main in my di^oial; and, indeed, I conceive the thing 
is very clear : yet, however, having enquired into the 
pradice of former times, I do find that in my lord 
Strafibrd*s time it was granted by his Majefty's letter; but 
in my lord of Ormond*s time, in the year 1643 or 44., 
his lordihip, then lieutenant, did grant it from himfelf, 
without any letter ; and fince his Majefty's reftoration, 
the gentleman who laft had it, received it from his Ma- 
jefty's letter ; but that letter was fent when there was no 
governor, viz. in the year 1 660 ; for from the end of 
May till Chri(lma$ following, when the lords juftices* 
commiilion was fixft pafied, there could be no other way 
of making theie grants ; fo as there is both my patent, 
and likewife the precedent of my lord of Ormond, Co 
con£rm my right, I have pitched upon Mr. Dean Ward^ 
who is every way a man fitly qualified for the employ- 
ment, gnd have herewith fent you a letter for his Ma- 
jefty's fignature, in cafe his Majefty will have it pais that 
way ; but if it go the other, a line from yourfelf will 
be fufficient. I am, I confefs, very fearful of having a 
perfon put in who is not of abilities and parts fuitable 
to the truft, it being the only college for the education 
of the youth of the kingdom ; and I do aflure you this 
do^or Ward hath the votes of the bifhops, and all other 
people here, as ahfolutcly the propereft man for the pro- 

H 2 voftfliip; 
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voftfliip ; wherefore I defire the iitmoft of your affift- 
ance, whereby you will not only oblige this gentleman, 
but the whole kingdom, and very particularly 

Your moft faithful 

and moil humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO th:e lord treasurer. 

My Lo R D, Dublin Cattle, Feb. 3, 1674-5. 

O O M E time fince I defired my lord G)nway to write 
^ to your lordfhip concerning the provoftfliip of the 
college here, and to intreat your lord{hip*s favour and aA 
fiftance in recommending Mr. Dean Ward to it : the 
provofl is lately dead, and, upon viewing my patent, I 
conceive that thing is clearly in my gift ; but I do 
find that the pradice hath been both ways : my lord of 
Ormond, when lieutenant, did difpofe of it as from him- 
fclf ; but my lord of Strafford did it by letter from his 
Majefty : wherefore I have fent a draft of a letter to Mr. 
Secretary Coventry, but however acquainting him with 
my right, and with the precedent I have for it ; being 
loath, fince it has been a received opinion that the gift 

was 
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was in the King, abfolutely to diipofe thereof, till I had 
made it known •to his Majefty. Mr. Dean Ward is a 
man that I dare be anfwerable for, to be the fitted in 
the whole kingdom for the employment ; and, there- 
fore, if any endeavours fhould be ufed to introduce 
another, I defire your afllftance in Dr. Ward*s behalf. 
I have confidered of Mr. Progers* petition, which your 
lordlhip fent over with your letter, dated the 20th of 
January, and do find that Sir Ellis Leighton hath pair- 
ed a patent for a leafe of thofe lands and redories 
therein mentioned ; but thefe formerly belonging to the 
church, the ads of fettlement have veiled them again in 
the church; and whenever they fhall be queftioned^ I 
am confident Sir Ellis Leighton*s grant will be over- 
thrown. The like- failure muft of confequence be found 
in the grant of the inheritance of them ; fo as I fear it 
will be of no advantage to Mr. Progers, if he fhould 
have fuch a patent. Mr. Progers is a gentleman I have 
long known, and a perfon for whom I fhould be glad 
to have an opportunity put into my hands to do him 
any fervice : and, indeed, the beft I can now perform 
upon this fubjed, is truly to report to your lordfhip the 
flate of his caufe ; and whenever any better occafion fhall 
happen, I fhaU mod willingly and &ithfully do him the 
part of a friend. 

Within 
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Within one week I bope to give your lordfhip fbme 
account concerning the farmers books ; and, in the mean 
time, I remain, with perfeA truth. 

Your lord{hip*s moft 

faithful humble (ervant^ 

ESSEX. 

+ f-F-H~H~H { M 1 1 I I i H n i I I i I I U i I i J I I U I 
TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

Mt Lor d, Dublin Caftle, Feh. ji i6y4'S» 

'T^HE provofl of the college is now newlj dead, and 

•*■ therefore your lor(hip*s good word to his Majeily, if 
there be an occasion, will be very feafbnable on Mr. Dean 
Ward*s behalf; but I hope there will be no need of any 
folicitation, in regard that, upon coniideration, I find the 
gift thereof to be in my patent : however, I have writ to 
Mr. Secretary Coventry in this matter; and if his Majef^ 
ty will have it pais by way of his letter, I doubt not of 
your lordfhip*s afliflance in prevailing with the King that 
Dr. Ward, whom I have recommended, fhould be the 
man. Having nothing further to trouble you with at 
prefent, I remain 

Your lordfliip's mofl 

^ithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Feb. 9, 1674-5. 

¥ HAVE received your two letters dated the 3d of 
February. As for the alignments of the money, the 
commiilioners have not dealt well with me, in not 
having fent them before : having had both thofe of the 
treafury, and of Cork-houfe, with me this morning, I 
have adjufled the matter fb as you will not fail of an ac- 
count by this poft, that the money will be fpeedily and 
certainly paid. 

My lord jiiftice is enquuing after Steele, whom you 
mention, concerning counterfeiting of money : there is 
«lib :oiie William Barrett, living now in Belfaft, a gold- 
fmith by trade, who came four or five years iince ^m 
Newcaftk, and has been ihrewdly llifpeded of coining ; 
I defire you would inform yourfelf thereof You may 
do well to have an account where Wall and Montgome- 
ry do ufually reiide ; but for the prefent, I think it not 
convenient to have them apprehended ; tho* I would be 
glad to know when we may find them, for fonie rea- 
fons, which I fhall difcourfe with ypu when you come 
up hither. 

I have 
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I have herewith cnclofcd a letter from my lord Maffe- 
reen to Mr. Beecher ; and if any orders be convenient for 
foldiers, you may give diredions therein. 
I am your moft faithful, 

and affeiftionate fenrant^ - 

•ESSEX. 

Since I writ this, the aflignmcnts Were brought to me, 
which are herewith trahfmitted, 

TO LORD FITZHARDING. 

Mt Lord, DabUn Caftle, Feb. 6, 1674.5. 

SOME time ago J received a letter from your lord- 
fhip, together with a petition concerning your quit- 
rents ; upon which I direfted Mr. Godolphin to fpeak to 
your agent to what was expeded on my part therein, 
who tells me, that till fome proceedings have been in his 
Majefty's courts here, they have nothing to defire from 
me. The matter, I muft confefs, by fo much as I can 
underftand of it, feems a little perplexed , but as foon as 
application fhall be made, your lordfhip may affure your- 
felf of my friendfhip and readinefs to ferve you upon 
this, or any other occation. 

Our 
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Our news from England gives us an account, that the 

parliament is like to fit; if fo, I fear it will hinder your 

lordHiip^s coming into the country, which, whenever your 

ai&irs will permit, your company will be moft welcome 

to 

Your lord{liip*s moft faithful humble fervant^ 

ESSEX. 
TO THE EARL OF ANGLESEY. 

.Mr Lord, Dublin Caftl^ Feb. i, 1674-5. 

ILTOUR lord/hip*s of the 29th December came to my 
"^ hands about ten days fince, wherein, among other 
things, you mention the troubleibme condition which the 
baronies of Bear and Bantry, in the county of Cork, are 
in. Since my coming, I have obferved that almoft all 
thofe mountainous rocky parts are fubjed to thefe did 
orders in the winter feafon ; but in the fummer we eafily 
find means to quiet the people : and I do intend, this 
next ipring, to fend fbme men into thofe quarters your 
lordlhip fpeaks of. Your brother alfo was with, me, and 
delivered a letter of my lord of Arlington's in his be- 
half, for a troop of horfe. Thofe employments fall but 
feldom, there having not been one in my difpofel fince 
my conung ; and, indeed, I am never without letters of 

I his 
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his Majefty's for federal perfons, requiring the giving of 
thofe commands ; fo as 1 cannot pofitively rcfolve what 
to do upon this occafion. I am 

Your lordfhip's 

moft faithful hamUe Servant;, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftlc, Feb. 6, 1674-5. 

irpHl S letter ferves only to convey the inclofed to you, 
in behalf of the »earl of Kildare, which 1 mention- 
ed in mine of the 30th of January ; the matter feems 
vety reaibnable, which makes me recommend it to h& 
Majefty*s iignature. I am 

Your moft feithiful fervant, 

ESSTEX. 

n IGHT trufty, &c. We greet you well. Whereas 
AV Qyj ti^t trufty and right well beloved coufin, 
John earl of Kildare, hath by his guardian Elizabeth, 
countefs dowager of Clare, humbly petitioned, letting 
forth that Wentworth, late earl of Kildare, father of him, 
the faid John, on or about the firft day of February, in 
the I oth year of Our reign, by indenture under his the 

feid 
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faid Wentworth's hand and feal, for and in confideration 
of the fum often pounds, fterl. paid unto him the faid earl, 
by one George Fitzgerald, then of Lady-town, and former- 
ly of ChriftianVtown, ' in the county of Kildare, in that 
Our kingdom, gentleman, and towards the reparation of 
the faid Cfeorge, in that he did not enjoy fome other 
lands that had been leafed to him by the faid earl, did 
demife, grant, and to farm let unto Sir Maurice Euftace, 
knight, (afterward lord chancellor of Ireland) the town 
and lands of Walter's-town, in the country of Kildare, 
with the hamlets and land thereunto belonging; the 
town and lands of Doveeny and Ballygrenan, in the faid 
county, with the hamlets thereunto belonging ; and the 
village, hamlets, and lands of Feanens, in the faid coun- 
ty, to have, and to hold the faid towns and lands, with 
their and every of their rights, members, and appurte- 
nances, for the term of fifty-one years, after the leafe, 
then in being, of the premifes refpeaively ended, yielding 
and paying unto the faid Wentworth, his heirs and af- 
figns, the feveral rents and refervations in the faid in- 
denture mentioned and expreffed ; and that in the iaid 
indenture, the name of the faid Sir Maurice Euftace, 
knight, was made ufe of in truft, and for the benefit and 
advantage of the faid George Fitzgerald, and likewife fet- 
ting forth that the feid George Fitzgerald, at the time of 
the faid leafe made, was a perfon indidcd and outlawed 
in that Our kingdom of Ireland, for high treafon, up- 

I 2 oa 
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on account of the ktc rebellion or war, which began in 
that Our kingdom the 23d of Odober 1641 ; whereby 
the faid truft, and all the right, title, and intereft of him 
the laid George Fitzgerald, to the laid lands, became for- 
feited to Us, and are difpofable by Us^ unto the ufes of 
the ads of fettlement and explanation enaded in thsCt 
Our kingdom ; by which ads, or one of^them, the truft 
of the laid term of years is appointed part of the leeu- 
rity deligned for the fatisfadion of the commtHioned of- 
ficers, who lerved Us and Our royal father in Our wars 
of Ireland, before the 5th day of June 1649 : and up-« 
on the whole matter befought Us, that We would be gra- 
cioully pleafed to grant unto him the feid John, the be- 
nefits and advantages of the faid trull, and all our right, 
title, and intereft, in law or equity, in or to the laid 
lands during the remainder of the faid term of year?, 
to the end the lame be not longer an incumberance on 
the lands of him the faid John ; all which We taking 
into Our princely confideration, and the many good and 
faithful fervices performed to Us and Our royal prede- 
celTors, Kings and Queens of England, by the anceftors 
of the laid John earl of Kildare, and to the end the faid 
John earl of Kildare may be encouraged to follow the 
example of his anceftors, in their loyalty and fidelity to 
the crown ; and likewife taking into Our confideration 
one provifoe or claufe in the 86th page of the ad of let*- 
tknieitt of that Our kbgdom of Ireland, whereby it is 

enaded 
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enaded, that it ihall and may be lawful for the lord 
lieutenant, or chief governor of that Our kingdom, for 
the time being, by any deed under his or their hands 
and feals, to grant the refl and refidue of all leafes not 
exceeding three lives, or 31 years, from the 23d of Odo- 
ber 1641, to be reckoned and accounted, which, by the 
fiiid ad, are'vefted in Us, to fuch innocent perfon or 
peribns to whom the rent and reverfion upon fuch leafes 
do appertain ; whereby it is manifefl that the intentiba 
of the faid ad was to gratify innocent and loyal per- 
&ns, by granting unto them forfeited incumberances of 
this nature on their own efbtes ; and altho*^ the leafe be- 
fore mentioned be not within the record or letter of the 
iaid provifbe. We do neverthelefs think fit, as a mark of 
Our favour to the faid John earl of Kildare, and in dif- . 
charge of the trufl repofed in Us by the ads of fettle- 
ment and explanation enaded in that Our kingdom, to 
grant Our right and interefl therein unto him the faid 
John earl of Kildare ; and We do therefore will and re- 
quire you, that in cafe it fhall appear to you that the faid 
George Fitzgerald is outlawed of high-treafbn, as afore&id, 
you caufe a conuniflion to ifTue out under Our great feal 
of that Our £iid kingdom, unto fome of our juflices of 
peace of the county of Kildare, impowering and requir- 
ing them to enquire of the faid, and whether the fame 
was taken in the name of the faid Sir Maurice Euflace,. 
iatrufl for the iaid George -Fitzgerald as afocefaid,^ and 

to 
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to value, and true eftimatc make of the real value of the 
faid intereft for term of years granted unto the faid Sir 
Maurice Euftace, by the faid Wentworth, as aforefaid, 
and what the fame is yearly worth, in cafe of purchafe 
between party and party, and return therefore to make 
into the faid court of Chancery ; which being done, it is 
likewife Our will and pleafure, that, without ftaying for 
any further or other warrant, you do, by advice of fome 
of our council learned in the laws of that Our kingdom, 
caufe efFedually letters patent, under the great feal of 
that Our kingdom, to be made and pafTed unto the faid 
John earl of Kildare, containing a grant unto him the 
faid John earl of Kildare, or to fuch perfon or perfons as 
fhall be nominated in his behalf, of the faid intereft and 
term of years in the feveral premifTes before-mentioned; 
and of all Our rights, titles, trufl, and interefl in law or 
equity, in the faid feveral lands, or any part or parcel of 
them, by virtue of the faid indenture of demife, and the 
attainder of the faid George as aforefaid, or by any other 
means or ways whatfbever, to be held during the remain* 
der of the faid term, under the quit-rent payable thereof 
to Us by the faid ads of fettlement and explanation : he 
the faid earl of Kildare, and his heirs, firft delivering to 
Our chancellor of that our kingdom, to be by him can- 
celled, fo many debentures of arrears due for fervices be- 
fore the 5th of June 1649, and yet unfatisfied, as, ac- 
cording to the valuation to be returned as aforefaid, will 

anfwer 
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anfwer five years purchafe for the faid leafe ; all which 
faid debentures are to be allowed and fatisfied at the rate 
of. twelve fhillings and fix pence per pound ; in which, 
care is likewife to be had, that fo much of the faid 
twelve fliillings and fix pence per pound, as hath been al- 
ready fatisfied in land, houfes, or money, by Our late 
commiffioners for execution of the faid aA, be not again 
j^aced to account by the faid John earl of Kildare, or his 
heirs j but that your faid five years purchafe be made up 
and completed out of the remaining part of the faid 
twelve fhillings and fix pence per pound that is yet un- 
£itisfied; and in the faid letters-patent, you are to caufe 
to be inferted all fuch beneficial claufes as may render 
Our faid grant good and efFe(^ual in law, unto him the 
^d John and affigns ; and for fo doing, this fhall be to 
you Our. lord-lieutenant of that Our kingdom, and all 
other Our chief governor or governors thereof, for the 
time being, a fufficient warrant and authority, notwith- 
(landing Our feveral letters under Our privy fignet and 
fign manual, unto you, or any other Our chief gover- 
nor of that Our kingdom, dire<5ted, dated the 2ifl of 
September, or 2d of March 1673., or the 8th of June 
1674, in the behalf of colonel Gary Dillon, whereby 
the liberty and preference of placing 49 arrears on fuch 
incumberances, is given to the faid Gary Dillon ; and 
notwithflanding any other former order or diredion, in. 
the behalf of any other perfon. whatfoever. Given, &c. 

TO 
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TO THE EARL OF ORRERY. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Feb. g, 16^4 5. 

XT OUR lordfliip's letter of the 2d of February, gives 
me an account concerning Owen Carty, a principal 
tory in your in yoiir parts of the country. I perceive by 
his petition that he is willing to come in ;' but by the fe- 
vcral circumftances which your letter recites, he appears 
to be guilty of murder, fb as I am a little in doubt what 
to do in relation to him, having never yet pardoned any 
for that crime ; yet, however, if he doth bring in thofe 
other perfbns, who, together with him were in this hGty 
and it ihall be found that ibme of them, and not him- 
felf did give the wound which killed this man, tho* he 
were in the company, iince we cannot by other ways 
apprehend them, I fhall be content to pardon Carty. I 
have ever made it my rule for dealing with thofe loofe 
people, that until the fervice be done, I do not grant 
a pardon, and therefore till Carty has performed, and 
that the people whom he accufcs be adlually brought in, 
his pardon is not to pais. 

I am very glad your lordfhip has no need' of the mo- 
ney, which the country was fo willing to raife for the re- 
pair of the two caftles you mention; I doubt not but the 
remitting of it will be an encouragement for them to do 
the like upon other occaiions. 

You 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 65 

You will by this receive orders for the return of the 
troops and company into their former quarters, which 
you may keep by you; and when you find there. is no 
further need of them abroad, they may berecalled. 

I have nothing further to add, but to give your lord- 
fhip thanks for your care in this matter, and to a0ure 
you that, I am 

Your lord(hip*s 

mofl faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, * Dublin Caftlc, Feb. 10, 1674-5. 

T HAVE received yours of the 2d inftant, together 

with the order of council relating to your lordfhip's 
money 5 his Majefty*s letter for the levying of the fame, 
is alfo come to my hands : we (hall fpeedily proceed to 

the dilpatch of that bufinefs. 

In mine of the 3d of February, I gave you fome ac- 
count of the diforders that the city is in here, which the 
privy council, (being formerly petitioned by the mayor 
and aldermen) had agreed, but the commons had denied 

K any 
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any campliaiiDs ta our order, for the razing out thofe 
undue proceedings againft the former recorder and kte 
aldermen. I stKo hear that the aflembl j of the com.- 
mons eonfifted of fifty-eight, forty-fire whereof voted 
againft the order, and only thirteen for it ; fb as it wa& 
evident, that '^the major part of the commons are in- 
feded with this diforder. We ifllied out a further or- 
der, requiring pofitively their oi3edience ; and in cafe 
they refufed, that the names of thofe pofons fiiould be 
returned who prefumed to vote againft it r and, upon 
reading this order, the commons violently broke opea 
the docH*s and went out, and thus difiblved the afiemr 
biy. I do know that it is three ot four men who ad it 
all I and who fpend their time wholly in feditioua 
meetings, and inciting the people to this difebedience*. 
I feaf, fhould we not take fome courfe with.thefe ring- 
leaders, the example of it would' be very mifchievous- 
tp the government ; and therefore I defire you would 
be pleafed to acquaint his Majefty with the ailair, and 
that I may have the fignification of his pleafure therein. 
As for the matter itfelf, 1 prefume we (hall order 
their books to be brought to us in council, and fee them 
razed there; but the point I would be glad to have his 
Majefty'^ diredions in, is whether I fliould not proceed 
to infiid feme punishment upon thofe men who are of 
fuch unquiet fpirits as to ftir up the people to this fe- 
dition. That his Majefty may fee the reafenablenefs of 

our 
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our order which is thus difputed among them, I have 
herewith inclofed a copy thereof. ' 

The parliament being in probability to meet, I defire 
you would be pleafed to know of the King, with whom 
he will have me place my proxy this next feflions ; the 
laft fitting it was with my lord of Ormond ; not know^ 
ing whether he will be there or no, pray take ' fomc 
time to acquaint his Majefly, that he may diipofe 
thereof as beft pleafeth him, and you may fignify his 
commands therein. The provoil of the college being' 
lately dead, if your letter for the reftitution of the fel- * 
lows, which I have recommended to you, be not difpatched, 
I defire it may be addrefled fo as before, with this addi- 
tion, or to the provofl for the time beings od^erwife it 
wiUneceilEtate the renewal thereof. 

I am, witJi perfeA truth, your 

moil ^thfiil humble jleryant, 

SSS£X. 
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TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Feb. lo, 1674-5.- 

T N my laft I gave you fome account of Mr. Progers's 
bufinefs, in anfwert o your letter ; but forgetting then 
to return Mr. Prpgers's petition, I herewith tranfmit it 
to your lordfliip. Since my coming into this employ- 
ment, I have not met with any thing of much diffi- 
culty or uneafinefs, except only the diforders which I 
found this city in at my arrival ; and indeed the fecre- 
tary of that perfon who was here before me, did, for 
fome of his own private ends, enflame a feud that was 
beginning between the aldermen and commons to that 
degree, as I could never, with all the induftry and fair 
means I have ufed for thefe two years, bring them to any 
compofure. There was a mutiny, in the time of my lord 
Berkley, about the building of a bridge, which came to 
that height, as Sir Arthur Forbeie was forced to draw out 
the guards, and fire among and kill ibme men, before 
he could make them quiet ; and though I do not now 
fee any ground to apprehend a tumult or Edition like 
that, yet the ftubbornnefs of the commons, at this pre- 
fent, is fuch, that unlefs ibme courfe is taken with the 
principal incendiaries, I fear it cannot but end in mif^ 
chief, A little before my coming over, there were 

eight 
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eight aidermen and the recorder moft violently thruft 
out of their places; and his Majefty was pleafed, by a 

• letter, to refer to me and the council, the hearing and 
determination of that matter: we (pent feveral days 
upon it 'y and having heard counfel at large, on both 
fides, we declared the proceedings, in turning out thole 
aldermen and the recorder, to be (as indeed they were) 

. both contrary to the cuftoms of the city, and the rules 
of common juftice; and thereupon ordered the alder- 
men and recorder to be replaced y and tx> the end that 
no memory might remain of fuch undue and illegal pra« 
codings, we alio ordered, that all entries relating to the 
expul£6n of theft men fhould be. razed and blotted out 
of their books, as the copy of the order, herewith in- 
clofed, will more fully informyour lord/hip. The alder- 
men took their places d;gain ; but in regard of fbme uiii;. 
iettlednefs in their aflembly,. and fome irregularities and 
inconftancy in their meetings ^ this lattdrpart of our or- 
der, concerning the rafure, was fuiFered to reft till of 
late : but beings fome weeks {mce> informed by the mayor 
that our order was not completely executed, we fent a 
iecond order of council, requiring their obedience ;. where- 
upon, at an affembly called for that purpofe, the mayor 
and alderm'en unanimoufly agreed to. comply, but the 
commons denied it ; which being fignified to us by the 
mayor and j(herid^s, we fent another order to them, ex- 
prcfly commariding their conformity, with, diredion to 

retura 
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return the names of thofe who (hould vote againft it ; 
upon this an afTembly being called, and the order read, 
ttioft of the commons immediately forced open the doors, * 
and in a tumultuary manner broke up the aflembly. 
As for thefe entries upon the books, we can fend for the 
books themfelves to the council, and caufe thok parts 
dircded in our order to be expunged there : it feems to 
me a thing infufferable, to permit men to go away with • 
ads of difobedience, unpuniOied ; and therefore, unlefi 
fome fcverity be ufedupon thofe three or four peribns, 
inrho incite the reft to fedition, his Majefty*! authority 
Dirill, I fear, be much weakened ; and this I fliall be 
extremely aQiamed tp fee in my tifiie. Befides, in 
this cafe, it is confiderable ; that Dublin being the ca- 
pital city, other coiporations will take example by them, 
and the pattern may run throughout the whole king- 
dom. But there being leifure to confult his Majefty^s 
pleafure herein, I give your lordship the trouble of this 
large letter, and deiire you would be pleafed to ac> 
quaint him with the fubftance thereof; and that I may 
have orders, whether I ihall only fee thefe proceedings 
razed out of the books, and do nothing further; or 
whether it may not be fit, that I likewife inflid ibme 
puniOiment upon thefe incendiaries, who ftir up the peo- 
ple to fedition. 

There are feveral letters before me for the remittal of 
quit-rents; thefe being all upon the fame foot with &mc 

others, 
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ethers, foe fuch like remittals^ copies, whereof I have al- 
ready ient your brddiip, I do not acquaint you with the 
particulars ; but intend to fiop them all, till from your 
lonHhip I ihalL receive a fignification of his MajeAy V 
j^eafure upon this fubjed:. 

I am your lordihip*s 

moft &ithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

M I i n M 1 1 1 M n 1 1 1 1 1 j i 1 1 i i 1 M I i I i { i I i I 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

t) B A R. B R o T H B R, DubHti Caftle, Feb. 10, 1674^5.. 

¥ HAVE received two of your's, of the 30th of Janu- 
ary, and the 2d of February, as alfo two of the fame 
dates from Mr. Harbord. The city here are in very ill 
temper, the commons perpetually jarring with the alder^ 
men, and now diluting the authority of the lieutenant 
and council. I have given Mr, Secretary Coventry an 
account of the thing ; and I defire you will mind him> 
of it, that I may have a Ipeedy dilpatch of his Majefty's 
orders, to dired me what I am to do therein. It may 
be a little wondered at, by ftanders-by, why I fhould,, 
upon fuch an occafion as this, fend for orders out of 
England, and not myfelf, with the council, proceed with 
that vigour as is £t in fuch like cafes y but I mull tell: 

youi 
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you truly, that the experience I Hare had of the unftea- 
dinefs of councils at Whitehall, and their perpetual con^ 
tradi<aing even themfelves in their own orders, makes 
me walk warily. I know very well, that Sir Ellis Leigh- 
ton, by his letters, and colonel Talbot, by his emiflaries, 
do incite the people to this ftubbornnefs 5 befides, I can- 
not but take notice that this is the only point upon which 
they can hope to ground a propofal to the King for my 
remove, viz, of my being ungrateful to the city here 5 
and for this reafbn, I would be glad to fortify myfelf with 
his Majefty's exprefs command, that my proceedings may 
thereby be juftified. Thefe letters from Sir Ellis Leigh- 
ton have been feen by fome men here, who have told me 
thereof, tho' I could never get one of them: but for the 
agents of colonel Talbot, I know their adings very well, 
and their perpetual raifing reports of my remove, there- 
by to encourage the people to their difobedience ; and I 
am very apt to believe, let me do what I will, this city 
will not be reduced into a due compofure : therefore, for 
thele confiderations, it imports me, as times now ftand 
to have his Majefty's commands in a point of this nature, 
and not take the ill fuccefs, which may follow what 
courfe foever I proceed in, upon myfelf. 

I am told that lately his Majefty fent fome meflage, 
by Sir John Duncomb, to the city of London ; and that 
an alderman there prefuming, in the aflembly, to fpeak 

fome- 




ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 73 

(bmewhat difbbediently, the King immediately fent or* 
den to have his gown taken from him ; and that this 
had been performed without more ado, had not an 
earned interceffion of fome friends prevailed with his 
Majefty to pafs it by : this, if true, might be good 
precedent for us, I defire you would enquire out the 
matter, and fend me an account of the particulars 
thereof. 

This letter you may communicate to Mr. Secretary 
Coventry, as bemg my moft particular friend. 

I am your moft afFedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 
[Enclofed is a loofe paper.] 

Finding that his Majefty will have much of the bufi- 
nefs of Ireland pafs through my lord-treafurer's hands, 
I have writ to his lordfhip to the iame effea: as to Mr. 
Secretary Coventry : this is only to yourfelf, that you 
may likewife defire my lord-treafurer, as well as Mr. 
Secretary Coventry, to get ready difpatch of this 
aftair. 



TO 
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TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle,' Feb. io, 1674-5. 

'T^H E city here is in a good deal of difordcr, and the 
■^ commons are come to that height of difobedience^ 
as, for my own part, I cannot tell how they will ever be 
brought to their right wits again, unlefs fome feverity be 
ufed towards their ringleaders : I have therefore writ to 
my lord treafurer, to acquaint his Majefty with the afiafr;, 
and I mud defire jour lordihip to be his remembrancer,, 
that I may have orders (o Coon as may be from his Ma- 
jefty, to dired what I am to do therein. The fubftancd 
of my letter to his lordfhip I will not repeat, prefuming, 
that he will communicate it to you : but, in thefe cafes,, 
too much delay and irreiblution hinder the good eSk6t 
that may be hoped for, from a profecution of thole that 
are tumultuous ; and therefore I defire you to endea- 
vour to get a fpeedy flgnification of his Majefty*s plea>^ 
fure herein. Among the diredions I lent by your lord- 
ihip, there was one concerning farthings r fince you went,, 
there hath been a propoial offered to me, which feems to. 
be more reafonable than that which we difcourfed, when; 
your lordfhip was. here; I have therefore inclofed it, to bc: 
eoniidered on your fide. I am 

your mofl faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE LORD- 
LIEUTENANT AND COUNCIL. 

T,T is humbly ofFered, by the undertakers, to fumifli 
•■' this kingdom with copper farthings and halfpence, of 
the fkme weight and finenefs with thofe in England ; 
and, by Midfummer next, to import fuch a quantity of 
copper blocks, or chips, as may poflible, with two prefles, 
be coined by the fpring enfuing. 

The undertakers do further promife to be at all the 
charges of coinage, both for infbuments, nuterials, work- 
men, and others employed therein ; as alfo, to be at all 
the hazard by fea, or otherwife, for bringing in fuch a 
quantity of copper, and to give fuch an imprefHon, or 
fiamp, as his excellency and this honourable board fhall 
think fit. 

But whereas the copper blocks, when brought from 
Sweden, will oofl widiin three pence halfpenny the pound 
weight of what they pafs for when coined, which is but 
little more than will pay the coinage and charges there- 
of; which his Majefly taking into confideration, order- 
ed the fum of 15000L to pay for copper blocks, to carry 
on the faid work in England ; and thefe undei^takers not 
infifling upon any advance-money, do, in lieu thereof, 
crave an allowance of four hundred pounds per annum 
falaiy for three years, towards the charge and interefl of 

L 2 their 
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their difburlements ; and that the copper to be imported 
for this his Majefty*s fervice, may be freed from the du- 
ties and cuftoms of excife, as the fame is alfo allowed in 
England* 



TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Feb. i6, 1674-5. 

"ITTITH much fatisfadidn Ihave received the favour 
^^ of your lordfliip's moft obliging letter of the 28th 
January. ' I do well know that the many great affaira 
which are in your lordfhip*s hands, cannot but hinder 
you from giving early difpatch to thofe of this country, 
which are of lefi moment ; and therefore now, whilft 
my lord Ranelagh is in England, your lordfhip may, by 
him, tell me your mind in matters relating to this king- 
dom : and having had fo many inftances to confirm 
the aflurance of your lordihip's kindnefs, I cannot but 
reft latisfied that I am pofTeiled of your lordfhip*s &vour, 
which is a thing i have ever been moft ambitious of. 
From my lord Conway I underftand, that your lordfhip 
has been pleafed to move his Majefty to grant me a fum 
of money for the purchafe of Eflex-houfej and that his 
Majefty has confented to it. Your lordftiip has therein 
laid a perpetual obligation upon me,, the thing being not 

only 
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only valuable in kfelf, but of twice its worth to me, in 
regard of the convenience it will be to my family, and 
it gratifying my humour more than another matter of 
double the value. I have been acquainted with all his 
Majefty's great minifters fince his happy Reftoration; 
iome of them had perfbnal obligations to have done me 
a kindnefs, but this I can fay, that none of them, till 
your lordfhip, have ever endeavoured to be inftrumental 
in one of this fort ; and therefore your lordfhip may ea.Ci\y 
judge at what price I ihall rate this your lordfhip's fa-* 
vour. The reports of my remove have founded pretty 
loudly here ; but, i confe6, I could never give the leafl 
credit to it, being fully afTured that his Majefty would 
have (ignified his pleafure to me, had it been £0 : yet, 
however, thefo difcourfes have ill effed on the afiairs of 
the kingdom, making the people, whilA they exped a 
change, to grow refty and ftubborn againft the com- 
mands of the prefent governor. 

The propo&ls which I make, have generally fo good 
fuccels in England, that I cannot but attribute it to your 
lordfhip's kindnefs to me : and as 1 (hall never offer any 
but fuch as appear to me to be for the publick good, fo 
I doubt not of the continuance of your lordihip's aflift- 
ance in thofe things which I fhall advife. 

I am clearly of opinion, that it were beft a parlia- 
ment did meet here before the farm of the revenue were 
abfolutely fet 5 but your lordfhip knows the fenfe hSg; 

M4c% 
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Majefty hath, how inconvenient it may be to have one 
fitting in England, and another here at the fame time ; 
.and a parliament here cannot well be called under five 
or fix months preparation, in regard of the forms necef- 
^ry thereunto : for the bills muft be prepared and pafled 
in council there, and remitted bacl^ hither, all which 
will require fome {pace of time ; therefore, if his Majefly 
have thoughts of a parliament in this kingdom before 
the expiration of the prefent ^m, we mufl prepare ^ 
It fpeedily, or otherwife it cannot be convened in due 
time. I do heartily wifh his M^jefly may find the good 
cfSsds expe<Eled from the proclamation lately iflued ; and 
that the parliament in England may meet in good hu- 
mour. I cannot conclude this letter without giving your 
lordfhip thanks for your kindnefs, not only to myfclf, 
but alfb to Mr. Harbord : it pleafeth me much that he 
hath been of ufe to your lordfhip in the concerns ; for 
as I do exped it from all who do relate to me, diat they 
fhould do your lordfhip all the fervice within their power, 
fo fhall I wait every opportunity of evidencing the reality 
wherewith I am 

Your lordfhip*s mofl humble 

an4 moft obedient fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

MrLoRDi ' Dublin Cattle, Feb. 16, 1674-5. 

T> Y a letter of your*s to my lord Conway, I under*^ 
■■^ derftaad that his Majefty hath been lately moFed 
to beftow on me a fum of money for the purchafe of 
Effex-houky and that he hath been gracioully pleaied 
to grant it : the truth is, there hath never any thing; 
come in my way, that I had a great inclination, to buy,, 
but this, and therefore I cannot but own the obligation I 
have to thole who put it into his Majefly's thoughts to* 
do me this £ivour ; among whom, I look upon your lord- 
flkip as one who had a fhare, and do give you many 
thanhs for your kindneis to me on this oocafion. As tO) 
the manner of performing what his Majefty has promifedy, 
my lord Conway will acquaint your lordfhip with my 
Oughts, fo as I (hall not need to> repeat them. The: 
letter concerning the council of the revenue I have per- 
uled, and I db not yet find any thing to be objeded tO; 
it, lave only that the claufe in the firft draft, excluding, 
any horn a^ng or voting in fuch cafes, wherein, them- 
£:lves are particularly concerned, is omitted ; but by the 
next, I fhall have conddered it more exadly, and fhalll 
then return your lord(hip my opinion, therein. . I ami 
Your lordfliip's 

moft faithful humble fervant>. 

E.as:EX. 
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TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Feb. 20, 1674-5. 

'VTOUR^S of the 13th inftant I have received, which 
"^ gives me an account, much to my fatis&t^ion, of 
my lord treafurer's friendlinefs to me in the occafion of 
Dean Ward. I deiire you would return his lord(hip my 
hearty thanks : I am fure he hath not only done a fa- 
vour to me, but a good to the whole kingdom, in it. I 
have perufed the two letters concerning the committee 
pf council for the revenue ; the defign intended by this 
committee is, that, in regard the privy-council is grown 
fo numerous, the bufinefs of the revenue may be re- 
duced into fewer hands. The new draft of the letter, 
(and indeed the old one is little other) impowers them 
only in two points, viz. as commifHoners of accounts, and 
as perfbns who are to adjuft the claims of the farmers for 
defalcations and abatements, which is well enough, pro- 
vided the letter be followed with inftrudions direding 
them to proceed in all matters relating to the revenue ; 
and, upon this fcore, it is not only proper, but neceflary, 
that your lordfhip be named one of this number ; which, 
if they were barely commiffioners of accounts, it would 
not feem fo confiftent : therefore, if that clauie of the £rft 

draft 
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draft be added, excluding every of *.be commiflioners 
therein tx? be named, from any power of voting, or other- 
wife ading thereupon, in any cafe where any of them 
iKouId be particularly concerned, I conceive the fecond 
draft may, do very well. I do much apprehend the ill 
efieds that the fending over money i&om hence by the 
farmers, to ferve their own occafions, may produce; 
though I am very confident, and think upon good 
grounds, they have not remitted fb much as your lord- 
fhip imagines ; yet, however, I fHall take the beft care I 
can to prevent it, and make them pay in his Majefly's 
money here ipeedily* 

The letter in fevour of the fheriffs will doubtlefs be 
very welcome to all the gentlemen of this country. On 
Monday next I fhall communicate it to the council. 

As to the reducing the quit-rent, I am confident we 
are in the right in the main, viz. that none be reduced, 
but where the land cannot anfwer his Majefty's rents : 
and for information which thefe lands are, I conceive we 
can have no better than that from the farmers, who have 
had fome years experience of colleding the fame. Mr. 
Roberts pretends he can inform me beyond any man, con- 
cerning this matter : I will, within a day or two, fpeak 
with him. As to the manner of giving thefe abatements, 
I apprehend you have propofed the right way, that it be 
done by commiflion here, and that but very few be nam- 

M ed 
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cd of th€ commiffion your lordfhip is fn. Some miftake; 
in fiippofing that there was formerly a commiffion for 
abating thefe rents : Mr. Sollicitor tells me, it wai done 
by the lieutenant and council, in purfuance of the ads of 
fettlement, and not by any Ipecial order ; fo as, when we 
go on with this afiair, I conceive it will be necef&ry only 
to have a letter, which I fhall in a few days get drawn 
here, and tranfmitted to your lordfliip. One thing I muft 
obferve, that the lands of my lord Clancartie, mentioned 
in the lift lent over by your lordfliip, as of too mean va- 
lue to bear the quit-rent, are about 49000 acres, and 
valued there at yd. per acre ; but upon reference of his 
Majefty'is, for the adjufting fome differences between my 
lord Clancartie and the antient proprietors, we have been 
forced to iflue out commifHons for the valuation of thefe 
lands 'y on the return of which, i do. find that fbme of 
them are worth i8d. per acre, and others not above id. 
or 2d. per acre : fo, as for this parcel of land^ we can: 
adjuft the quit- rent to that which is reafonable upon every" 
feveral tenement ; and, if there were time, perhaps the 
beft courfe would be to ifTue commiffions for all the 
others, it being impoflible to fet an acre-tax upon large 
fcopes of land, but there wili be itiequality. 

I fliould be very glad to know what the refult is in 
Sir Maurice Euftace's bufinefs,. both in relation to Pore 

Lefterj, 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 83 

Lefter, and the mills in the park. The letter concern- 
ing refpites, I have long fince received. 

I am your lordfliip*s 

faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
1 i i i i I I I i I i 1 I i 1 I { i I { I M { I I n 1 M { 1 i i-H4- 
TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Feb. 20, 1674-5. 

T HAVE your's of the 13th, together with his Ma- 
jefty*s letter in behalf of Dean Ward. I muft give 
you my hearty thanks for your care and endeavours 
in this buiinefs; and do afTure ypu, the perfon whom 
you have obliged is grateful to all here, and, I doubt 
not, will do very well in the employment his Majefty 
has been pleafed to iavour him with. - By a letter of 
his Majefty 's, dated 31ft Auguft, 1672, power is given 
to myfelf and the council here, to raifc the value of fo- 
reign coin : the words of the letter are thefe. 

" As to what you and our council there propofe 
" in your letter of railing foreign coin, we have con- 
" fidered of that matter, and are of opinion, with ad- 
<« vice of our council, and accordingly We will, that 
" you and the council do prepare fuch a proclama- 
'* tion for the railing or abating foreign coins, as you 

M 2 « fhall 
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" fliall judge expedient for the good of that our king- 
" dom ; but that you forbear to iffue it till you lliall 
" have firft tranfmitted the fame hither to Us, for our 
** view and approbation. Here are a fort of Portugal 
** money called crufadoes, weighing 14 penny- weight, 
** there are alfo another fpecies of crufadoes, weighing 
** but 1 1 penny-weight; which two forts have of late 
** gone promifcuoufly at three fliillings a piece; the rea- 
** fon of it was this, thofe of i4d. wt. being the only 
" fort which then came over hither, were, by public prb- 
" clamation, appointed to pals at 3 s. 8d. The mcr- 
" chants who traded into thofe countries bringing over 
" a great quantity of the worfer fort, the ftamps whereof 
" being alike, uttered them at 3s. 8d. but the people 
** finding the fraud, and that there wanteil in them one 
** 5 th part of the filver, would take neither the one or 
** the other at more than 3 s. fo as the inconvenience 
" from hence arifes, that v^en any of the weightier fort 
** are given in payment, the goldfmiths finding their 
«* profits, melt them down, by which means the coin is 
" diminifhcd. Now there being a confiderabBe trade bc- 
•* tween this kingdom and Portugal, probably fomequan- 
** tity of this money will be brought over; wherefore We 
« have confidered the matter, and do conceive it for the 
" benefit of the country, that this money have its due va- 
« lue according to its leveral Ipccies. The plate pieces 
« of Mexico weighing i yd, wt. which is the general mo- 

" ney 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 85 

" ncy of the kingdom, and therefore may properly be 
«* taken for a ftandard to the reft, pafs for 4 s. gd. at 
" which rate this Portugal piece, weighing i4d. wt. 
" confidering weight and finenefs of filver, is worth very 
*« near 3 s. nd. but to avoid fradlions in payment, the 
** proclamation fixes it at 3 s. gd. And in regard We 
" do limit it to the full weight, there cannot be either 
" injuftice or inconvenience of any kind, to raife it to 
" this value ; and for your better information I have 
•* herewith inclofed a piece of each coin." 

You may pleale to propofe it to his Majefty, that I 
may have his approbation, according to form, for iiTuing 
out his proclamation. The 23d of January I writ to you 
concerning the paffing of charters to corporations : the 
agents of feveral of them attend in town at charge ; 
and, 'till I have a return from England, I cannot pafs 
thefe charters : wherefore I defire, fo foon as may be, to 
know his Majefty's pleafure upon thefe points. 

I am your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

* 

Herewith inclofed is a letter in behalf of Dr. Ward, 
for difpenfing with a claufe in their ftatutes, which for- 
bids the provoft to marry. The laft provoft was mar- 
ried ; 
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ried ; and had this gentleman been (o, when his Ma- 
jefty's letter came, his being fo was of itfelf a difpenfa- 
tion. I defire you will get his Majefty to fign it ; yet 
with this caution, that if you find the endeavouring this 
letter will ftir up dean Sheridan's pretenfions again, it 
would be better omitted ; but if it may be done without 
this hazard, I would be glad fuch a letter were fent. 

BY THE LORD-LIEUTENANT AND COUNCIL.' 

■fXTHEREAS the King's moft excellent Majefty be- 
' ' ing informed that there is great fcarcity of coin 

' in this his Majefty 's kingdom of Ireland ; and that by 
means thereof, all. commerce in courfe is much hindered, 
and many inconveniencies may befal the publick, if fome 
timely remedy be not applied ; and it being offered to 
his Majefty, as a prefent expedient, that the values of 

. fome fort of foreign coin, which have been lately made 
current in this kingdom, may be raifed to a higher rate ; 
and his Majefty having been gracioufly pleafed to take 
the fame into his princely conftderation ; and by his let- 
ters, under his royal fignature and fign manual, bearing 
date at his court at Whitehall, to fignify unto us his 
royal will and pleafure, that we fliould raife that fort 
of foreign coin, commonly called Portugal crufadoes, 
weighing i4d. wt. from 3s. unto 3 s. lod. and the half 

, Portugal crufadoes, weighing 7 d. wt. unto is. 1 1 d. and 

that 
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that we fliould caufe his Majefty*s good pleafure therein 
fignified towards his good people, to be made publicky 
and the faid foreign pieces of coin to be made current, 
according to the rate aforefaid, within this his Majcfty's 
kingdom of Ireland. Now we, the lord lieutenant and 
council, in all humble obedience to his Majefly's royal 
commands, do hereby publiQi and declare, that all and 
fingular thefe pieces of foreign coin, commonly called 
the Portugal cruladoes, weighing i^d» wt. which now 
are, or fhall at any time, from or after the date of this 
proclamation, be brought into this kingdom, fhall, from 
and after the date of this our faid proclamation, be al- 
lowed, accepted, and pafs in all payments, as well to 
and from his Majefty, as otherwife however, between 
party and party, as current monies within this king- 
dom,, at the rate of 3 s. lod. as fuUy and freely, to all 
intents and purpofes, as if the fame were fterling and 
airrent monies of and in England ; and that the half 
Portugal cruiadoes, weighing 7d. wt. fhall be allow* 
ed, accepted, arid pafs in all payments, at the rate 
of IS. lid. current money, in like manner, to all in- 
tents and purpofes, within this kingdom, as if die fame: 
were flerling monies, current of and in England. And 
in cafe any of the faid pieces, made current, by this pro« 
clamation, (hall want of the weight therein laid dowa 
for the laid pieces, refpedively, that then there he allow- 
ance 
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ance given of 3d. for each penny- weight, being 24 
grains, fo wanting in any of the aforefaid pieces re- 
ipe(9:ively; and fo proportionably for greater or lefler 
wants of weight in the faid pieces : and in cafe fuch 
defed of weight as aforelaid, fhall be fupplied in man- 
ner as aforefaid, then, and in fuch cafe, cvety piece 
fo defedive in weight as aforefaid, and that defeat of 
weight fo fupplied in manner afore&id, fhall be allow- 
ed and pafs in all payments, as well to and from his 
Majefty, or otherwile however, as current money with- 
in this kingdom, as fully and freely, as if the fame 
were fterling money cyrrent of and in England. And 
we do hereby declare, that no payment (hall be made 
unto his Majefty, nor any perfon or perfons of what 
quality, nation, or condition ibever, fhall be forced to 
receive any of the feveral pieces of coin aforefaid, in any 
payment or payments whatfbever, or other wife, unlefs 
every fuch piece as aforefaid be of the weight abovemen- 
tioned for fuch piece ; or unlefs fuch allowance be given 
for defed of weight as aforefaid. And we require all 
mayors, fherifis, port-reves, bailiff, and all other chief 
ofiicers of corporations, and all juftices of peace, upon 
any difference arifing, or concerning the pafllng of any 
the pieces of filver, formerly, and in this proclamation 
mentioned to pafs in manner as aforefaid : and in cafe of 
defed of weight with the refpedive allowances aforefaid, 

that 
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that in all and every fuch cafes of difference^ they, and 
every of them, do determine fuch difeences according 
to the rules given by this proclamation. Given, &c. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

SiRy Dublin Caftk, Feb. 25, 1674-5. 

'T^ H E perfon who brings this letter is my lord Slane : 
-*- He is married to the earl of Drogheda's daughter. 
His occafions now carrying him into England, where I 
find he has little acquaintance, he defired me to write to 
fome friend of mine to recommend him, fo as he might 
make his applications in his concerns there. All that I 
have to intreat of you is, that you will be pleafed to fhew 
him your civility when he (hall addre& himfelf to you, 

I remain 

your moft ^ithful humble fervant, 

ES3EX. 
TO THE LORD TR.EASURER. 

Mv Lo RD, Dublin Caftle, March 2, 1674-5. 

,*D Y Mr. Harbord I received the favour of your lord- 
■*-^ fhip's moft kind letter, which gives me a further 
confirmation of the continuance of your efleem and va- 

N lue 
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lue lor me ; of which I have Co many eminent inftances, 
as I were certainly a mod ingrateful perfbn, did I not 
endeavour to render your lordfhip all the fervices within 
my power. And tho' perhaps, I may not have fo fre- 
quent opportunities of exprefling my zeal for you, as I 
wifh, yet, whenever any fliall arrive, I fhall not fail to 
fliew myfelf faithful and cordial to your lordfliip's con- 
cerns. I find by my lord Conway, that he did not in- 
tend to be prefent at this next feflions of parliament. But 
I fhall take fome time to difcourfe with him upon that 
fubjed ; and indeed, he is fo good a man, as I fhall want 
him if he go ; tho' if it be of more ufe to his Ma- 
jefty's affairs to have him there than here, I will per- 
iuade him to it. Mr. Harbord will be there, and I am 
fure what he can do, or the beft intcreft I have with any 
there, fliall be engaged to make his meeting a happy 
one, which I pray God grant it may. 

I have lately writ to know his Majefty*s pleafure in 
wHofe hands he would acquaint me to place my proigr, 
who was gracioufly pleafed to anfwer, that he would not 
aflign any perfbn, but leave it wholly to myfelf to dif^ 
pofe it where I think it fittefl, not doubting but I would 
continue to place it in good hands. Being at this liber- 
ty, I humbly offer it to your lordfhip, and have here- 
with enclofed it, being fully afHired, that I cannot in- 
truft it with any who doth more faithfully intend both 
his Majefly*s and this kingdom's good. Your lordfhip's 

favour 
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favour to Dean Ward was very feafonable in many re- 
{pe<35, and particularly in relation to myfelf : for when 
things of this nature are carried againft the governor's 
mind, it much weakens his credit and interefl here, 
where the people are generally but too apt to defpife thofe 
who are fet over them : and I believe this, and the other 
marks of his Majefly's favour lately manifeiled, will en- 
able me the better to ferve him in the pod where I am. 
I have nothing further to trouble your lordfhip with, but 
remain 

Your lordi(hip*s mod faithful 

and mod obedient fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE LORD HANELAGH. 

. M T Lor D» Dublin Caftle, March 2, 1674-5. 

T H A V E two of your s both of the 20th February: one 
of them relating to my lord of Burlington's concerns 

here, which I ihall take care of. The other mentions Sir 

George Hamilton's recruits :' this (hall be carried on in 

the way his Majefty direds. 

As for the farmers accounts, now depending in the 

exchequer, I will immediately order them to be dif- 

N 2 patched. 
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patched. Your lordfliip well knows how dextrous the com- 
miflioners of Cork-houfe are in delay of bufinefs ; but 
they fhall be prefled as earneftly as may be, to make them 
up. The accounts of the fcvcral branches of the reve- 
nue, given in upon oath, are, as your lordfliip tells me, 
much excepted againft in England, and therefore that it 
is defired I fhould examine their books. I have already 
ipent Ibme time in diis work, and made ufe of Sir Johti 
Champante to ailift me. The (everal branches are, the 
cuftoms, and imported excife, the inland excife, the 
hearth-money, the wine-licence, and the quit-rents. As 
for the quit-rents, I think they need not fo flrid an ex- 
amination, in regard we do pretty near the matter know 
what they are^ For the wine-licences, the value is but 
fmall ; and the hearth-money being fub-farmed by them, 
I conceive they could not venttire to bring it in other- 
wife than really it is. But the greateft fallacy, in my 
apprehenfion, may be in the cuftoms and imported ex- 
cife, as alfo in the inland excife, which two branches I 
intend to look more narrowly into ; yet, not altogether 
riegleding the others, two complete fets of their books 
•of receipts of the cuftoms and imported excife, for the 
two firft years of the farm, viz, from 1669 to 1671, 
h^ve already been brought to me ; and, I do believe, 
that the books they produce were really the original 
books, but cannot find any difference in them, from the 
accounts they have given in, which makes me fuppofe, 

that 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 93 

that the others to be yet infpeded, will prove the fame : 
fo as I fear I fliall have little light this way to difcover 
any error committed. Wherefore confidering with roy- 
felf what cheque there is upon their accounts, I did look 
upon the comptroller-general's office as purpofely ereded 
for thefe ends, and have fent him to give me an extraA 
of the accovints he receives from the King's officers of each 
port of the cuftoms and imported excife, for all the feve- 
ral years fince the beginning of the farm. This he has 
promifed me to be completed within fourteen days ; and 
then, I have told him, to go on with the like for the other 
branches of the revenue. If your lordfliip can propofc 
any better way than this, I fhould be glad to know it j 
lor I am pretty confident that, by their own books, we 
Ihall be little the wifer; tho' it will take a vaft.timeta 
infped: them narrowly. 

The laft packet brought me, from Mr. Secretary Co- 
ventry, a full fignification of his Majefty's pleafure con* 
cerning the diforders of this city. I have tranfmitted a 
letter, prepared for his Majefty*s fignature, in behalf of 
Mr. SoUicitor; and have put it into the hands of Mr. Se- 
cretary Coventry. The letter, as it is drawn, is only a 
renewal of a former^ in my lord of Ormond's time, for 
the grant of three hundred pounds per annum, whereof 
he hath had no benefit. Your lordfhip, as well as any 
man, knows how ufeful a fervant he is to his Majefty ; 
and therefore I doubt not of your affiftance, when it ffiall 

come 



94 L E T T E R S O F 

come referred to my lord-treafurer, to acquaint his lord- 
lliip Mfith the merits of this man. Mr. Attorney hath, as 
I am told, received of his Majefty's grace 800I. a-year; 
whereas this gentleman hath only fome fnips of land, not 
worth above 50 or 60I. per annum. I have proppfed an 
addition of 200I. to the 300I. intended him in my lord 
duke of Ormond's time ; and if the letter come in form, 
it may be of advantage to him, where his Majefty fhall 
give a liberty for the diftribution of lands. 

My lord Dillon is going this night for England, to 
endeavour the fecuring the eftate to himfelf which his 
predeceilbrs unjuftly enjoyed. I give you this hint, be- 
cause you know where I wifh it may go, if his Majefty 
keep it in his diipofal, it being one of the beft things in 
Ireland. I am 

Your lordfliip's moft 

^ithfiil humble fenrant, 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear BrcTthbr, Dublin Caftle, March a, 1674-5. 

TV/TR. Harbord being arrived, I received your feveral 

letters by him and my coufin Wifeman. A» to 

the matter of Effex-houfe, I have difcourfed it fully 'with 

Mr. 
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Mr. Harbord ; and tho' I am fatisfied that both of you 
do advifc me that which you think for the beft, yet I 
cannot imagine, all circumftances confidered, why I 
fhould now refufe it, unlefs it were proper for me to put 
a notorious affront upon his Majefty, and the greateft dif- 
obligation upon my lord-treafurer imaginable. I do be- 
lieve, that what yourfelf and Mr. Harbord have done in 
this affair, will encreale the price at leaft one or two 
thoufand pounds ; and, I am fure, I gave you early no- 
tice enough by a letter in cypher, which way this matter 
was moving, and dciired that Mr. Harbord might ufe his 
ihduflry in bringing down the price, and that was all he 
was to do ; inflead of which, every one was told that I 
was not like to accept it, which has fo bungled* the bufi- 
nefs, as I fear it will not come fb cheap as otherwife it 
might have done. Mr. Harbord hath now undertaken to 
fee the purchafe gone through with ; and, by this poft, 
has written letters to that purjwie into England. Upon 
the whole, I would not have you imagine that I think 
you did other than what you prefumc beft for me ; tho* 
I do not agree with you in this particular. I have alfb 
two of your*s of the 20th, and one of the 23d. Mr. Har- 
riot's aflair is already ordered to be done ; and tho' he 
cannot receive this money prefently, yet the commiflioners 
of the trcafury have promifed me, by quarterly payments, 
to clear the locol. againft Chriftmas next. 

I am your moft affedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 
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town at charge, grow a little impatient; therefore I pre- 
fume to remind you thereof, that I may have a fignifica- 
tion of his Majefly^s pleafure upon this fubjed. 

I am your mod faithful humble fenrant, 

ESSEX. 

TJIGHT trufty, and right well-beloved coufin and 
•^^ counfellor, We greet you well. Whereas We, by 
Our letters under our privy-fignet and fign manual, bear- 
ing date, at Our court at Whitehall, the i gth of Janu- 
ary, in the year 1663, in confideration of the many 
feithful fervices performed unto Us by Sir John Temple, 
knt. Our follicitor-general of Our kingdom of Ireland, did 
require Our then lord-lieutenant of Our faid kingdom, to 
caufe one more effedual letters-patent to be pafled under 
the great feal of Our laid kingdom, to Our faid follicitor- 
general and his heirs^ of fuch forfeited tenements, lands, 
and hereditaments, in Our faid kingdom, as fhould amount 
unto the clear value of 3 col. per annum, over and above 
all charges and reprifals, as by Our laid letters doth ap- 
pear : and whereas We are informed, that the faid Sir 
John Temple hath not hitherto received any benefit of 
the favour intended thereby to him, nor hath yet pailed 
any patent of any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, in 
purfuance of Our faid grant; and that you are not im- 
powered to pais any lands unto him in purfuance there- 

of. 
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of, in regard the lame were only dircdled to the duke of 
Ormond, our then lieutenant of Our faid kingdom, and 
not to the lieutenant for the time being : and whereas, 
We ftill retaining a gracious memory of the faid Sir John 
Temple's diligence in Our lervice, are refblved to place 
upon him fome mark of Our gracious acceptance there- 
of; We have therefore thought fit hereby to declare Our 
royal will and peafure, and we do hereby authorize and 
require you, to caufe one or more effe«aual letters-patent 
to be pafled to the £dd Sir John Temple and his heirs* 
or to fuch other perfon or perfons, his or their heirs and 
ailigns, as he the (aid Sir John Temple ihall name or ap- 
point, under his hand and feal, of fuch and fo many lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, in pofleffion, reverfion, or re- 
mainder, belonging to Us in Our laid kingdom of Ireland, 
either in right of Our crown by any new or ancient title, 
or forfeited to, or vefted in us by the late ads of fettlement 
or explanation, as fhall amount to the clear yearly value 
of 300I. per annum, over and above all rents and other 
charges payable thereunto accordingly, as the value of the 
faid lands, tenements, or hereditaments, fliall be afcertaincd 
and fettled by you, either by any office or inquifition that 
Ihall be taken thereof, or by the valuations formerly made 
of lands in Ireland by Our lord-lieutenant and council 
of Our faid kingdom, or by any furvey remaining in Our 
furveyor-general's office of Our faid kingdom ; by which 

O 2 rates. 
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rates, or any of them, or any other ways and means that 
you fhall think fit to make ufe of, we do hereby fully au- 

. thorize you to fettle and afcertain the value of the faid lands 
and premifles ; to have and to hold the faid lands^ tene- 
ments, and hereditaments, to the faid Sir John Temple, 
his heirs and affigns, or to be held of Us by Our heirs 
and fucceflbrs, under fuch yearly rents, to be payable 
therein unto Us, as any adventurers and fbldiers are by 
the faid a6t of fettlement to pay in the feveral provinces 
in our faid kingdom, wherein the faid lands and pre^ 
mifTes fhall appear to be : and we do hereby further au- 
thorize you to admit the fkid Sir John Temple and his 
heirs, in cafe he or they fhall defire the fame, to place 
deficiencies of any intereft, fatisfiable by the faid ads of 
fettlement and explanation, upon any lands, tenements^ 
or hereditaments, forfeited to, or vefled in Us by the feid 
aAs, that fhall be prefented to you, to be pafTed unto him 
or them in purfuance of thefe our letters, in fuch manner 
as you fhall think fit ; and alfo to caufe fuch inquifitions 
to be taken and returned for the finding our right and 
title to any lands, tenements, and hereditaments, to be 
pafled to the faid Sir John Temple, or his heirs, by vir- 
tue of thefe Our letters, and for afcertaining the yearly 
value thereof, as you fhall find to be necefTary ; and alfa 

• to caufe all fuch beneficial claufes, and non obftants, ta 
be inferted in the laid letters-patents, as may ferve to make 

the: 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. loi 

the fame e^lredua}, and in fuch cafes as ufual : and for 
fb doing, thefe Our letters, notwithftanding any former 
rules, orders, or reftriflion to the contrary, fhali be your 
fufficient warrant. Given, &c. 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

DaAR Brother^ Dublin Caftlc, March 2, 1674-5* 

rr^ H E order to dired^ my proceedings with this mu- 
■*• tinous people of this city is come. Some endea- 
vours have been lately ufed among themfelves to accom- 
modate the matter, which I did not think worthy the en- 
larging Mr. fecretary Conway's letter Co much as to fill it 
with the particulars ; but in regard feveral here do give 
accounts to my lord of Anglefey, and my lord of Berk- 
ley, of all little things that pafs, and circumft^ntiate them 
all they can to my difadvantage, I conceive it may not 
be amifs for you to know how things move. The laft 
week fome of thofe perfons who were moft bufy in ftir- 
ring up the people to difobey our orders, fearing a fl:orm„ 
and apprehending, as I am told, that no publick enquiry 
or notice being taken of their refradorinefs, was only to 
ftay till orders came out of England, and that they thea 
fhould be fallen upon with more feverity, began to be in 
a little better temper, and were confidering how to come 
off, in order to which a petition was prepared to offer tO' 

the 
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the affembly, in the name of fame of the comffumsy which 
is the form of their proceedings, among other things 
fetting forth, << that the lieutenant and council have fig- 
nified their pleafure, that the memory of all pad difier- 
ences fhould ceafe, and that all orders and ads which 
tend to the continuance of their difunion, the memory 
thereof fhould be obliterated and forgotten, they do 
therefore deiire, that thefe formerly expelled aldermen. 
and recorder may be aftually by the aflembly reftored to 
their places; and that all reports ^d ads of ailembly for 
their removal, fhould be cancelled and taken off the file.** 
But then towards the latter end there is a clauie of con- 
firmation to all other ads of afTembly done, where, by 
an oblique way, Phillpot and Greflingham, two of the 
troublefome men would have been made aldermen, they 
having been eleded by a difbrderly aflembly into two va- 
cant places of thofe turned out, and upon that ground 
would thus have been reftored. This petition going in, 
and I made acquainted with the tran&dion by a private 
hand, I conceived it much below the dignity of my 
place to take any publick notice of what they were do- 
ing, after the affi-ont they had offered to his Majefty's 
authority ; and finding that the two main points in our 
order were complied with, viz. by declaring by ad of 
affembly, that thefe aldermen were reftored, and the 
cancelling all the records relating to their expulfion. Tho* 
I did fee the artifice of bringing thofe two men to be al- 
dermen. 
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dermen, as alfb that it was in a great meafure contrary 
to our order, which declared all the proceedings, during 
that fpace of time, relating to the eledion of any alder- 
men, to be null and void ; yet in regard the matter was. 
come into fa narrow a compafs, I did give a private in- 
timation to my lord mayor, that in cafe fuch a petition 
as this was propofed, I thought it might be convenient 
to pais, even if they did at the fame time eled thofe 
two perfbns to be aldermen ; and that tho* this claufe 
did fland in the petition, yet if they were the fame day 
ekded, I conceived our order might be well enough: 
complied with, and did hope it might end the matter 
among them. But at their aflembly, which was on Sa- 
turday lafl, the aldermen pofitively refufed to pafs the 
petition, unlefs this claufe was flruck out; and urged it, 
as I am told, upon this account, that it was an apparent 
breach of the order of lieutenant and council : and others- 
being obflinate to keep it in, the aflembly broke up, and 
nothing done. Tho* thefe aldermen are clearly in the right, 
if things be ftridly confidered, yet I confefs, for my own 
part, I could have wifhed they had ended the matter as 
is before mentioned ; for all thefe diforders in corpora- 
tions are ever carried on with pafHon and crofTnefs on ei- 
ther fide; and tho', I cannot but fay, that thefe alder- 
men have, fince my coming, behaved themfelves with all 
imaginable duty and refped towards the King's authority,, 

yet 
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yet have they not been altogether well tempered one to 
another, and have given alfo thefe fadious men (bme ad- 
vantages againft them by their indifcretion, as particu- 
larly elcding fome men into their body, who are noto- 
rious nonconformifls ; and indeed there are but too many 
of that rank of people among them, fbme of thefe 
new defied aldermen being this prefent, as I am told, 
lay-elders of churches, 8cc. therefore, confidering there 
have been faults on both fides, I fhould have been well 
pleafed if this affair might among themfelves have been 
thus compofed. I have herewith enclofed a copy of 
the faid petition, and fcored it in thefe places which are 
Siofl confiderable. lam 

' Your moft afFedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

I have writ this letter, that in cafe any difcourfe 
fhould be in England of thefe tranfadions here, you 
may fo evid the truth. Shew it to Mr. fecrcttry Co- 
ventry, or whom elfe you think fit. 



To 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 105 

To the Right Honourabk the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, 
Commons, and Cidzeas of the City of Dublin, 

The humble Pcftrtion t>f certain of the Commons ; 
Humbly iheweth, 
'TpHAT on or about the 3d day of April, ^672^ 
■there happened a difference between Sir Francis 
£r£imfter, Jcaight^ Sir William Davis, knight, alderman 
Richard Tigh, alderman Daniel Hutchinfon, Sir Jofhua 
AUen, MarkQuin, Enoch Reader, Lewis Defininers, alder- 
fioea, .and the then lord mayor, fherifis, commons, and ci- 
tizens, which dii&rence, through fome miflakes and mif< 
imderftandings on both fides, did grow to that height, 
that the faid Sir Francis Brewfter, and the reft of the 
pedbns abovenamed were, for Come time, removed from 
their places of honour and truft in this city, by the 
lord mayor and iheri^ commons, and citizens ; which 
£ud mifunderftandings and unhappy differences hav« 
continued until this day, the caufe whereof mufl be con- 
fefled by all, to be too much retaining the memory of 
the faid unhappy differences, the confequence whereof 
mufl of necefTity prove very fetal, if not dcflruAive to 
this ancient and loyal city, unlefs fome fpeedy courfe be 
taken to reftore us to our antient love and amity among 
ourfelves, always remembering that a city divided can- 
not ftand. Now, for as much as your petitioners are 

P very 
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very fcnfible of the evil confequences that have and may 
befall this city, in cafe the faid mifunderftandings (hould 
continue; and to the end that the faid differences, and 
all others, may be for ever buried in oblivion, and that 
perfeft love and amity may be renewed among all and 
every the members of this city, which is the earned de- 
fire of all good citizens. 

" And whereas his excellency the lord lieutenant and 
« council of this kingdom, have, in their great wifdom 
" and care of the welfere of this city, fignified their 
«« pleafure, that the citizens of this city may return to 
*« their antient union and amity towards each other; and 
** all orders and a^ls which tend towards the conti- 
« nuance of their difunion, or the very memory thereof 
«< may be obliterated and forgotten." 

Your petitioners do therefore pray, that the faid Sir 
Francis Brewfter, Sir William Davis, Sir Jofliua Allen, 
Daniel Hutchinfon, Lewis Defminers, and Enoch Reader, 
aldermen, may be by an ad of this prefent affembly re- 
ftored to their refpedlive places of honour and truft in 
this city ; and that the petitioners report, and ads of af- 
fembly made the 3d of April, 1672, for the removing the 
aforefaid perfons from their, or any of their places, may 
be hereby declared to be null and void ; that the clerk 
of the Tholfei do forthwith cgincel the fame, and take 
them off" from among the records of this city, fo that 
nothing may remain on record to pofterity of the faid 

dif- 
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ference : and to the end that there may be no more 
iuits at law concerning this matter, and that nothing 
may hereafter arife to difturb the peace and unity 
of this city, or revive the memory of the faid dif- 
ference, it is humbly prayed, that it be enaded by 
this prefent aflembly, that all other a&s and orders that 
were made by the laid mayor, flicriifs, commons, and 
citizens, from the 28th of April, 1672, to the 20th of 
September following, may be declared to be good and ef- 
fedual to all intents and purpofes. And to the end that 
this a& may create a full and perfedl love and union on 
all fides, it is further humbly prayed, that there be forth- 
with an humble addrels made by the mayor, fheriffs, 
commons, and citizens, to his excellency the lord lieu- 
tenant and council, that they would be gracioufly plealed, 
out of their accuftomed love and favour to this city, to 
recall all thofe orders of council that have been made 
concerning thefe unhappy difierences, fo that nothing 
may remain in any book or roll to put us in mind 
thereof, And, &c. 
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TO THE EARL OF ORRERY. 

Mr Lord, Dublin Caftle, March a, 1674-5. 

T HAVE your*s ofthc 26th of the laft^ and I did only 
** defer giving any refolution concerning ilich tories as 
have fubmitted themfelves to your lordihip, *till the 
next aifizes, that the judges being then informed of the 
nature of their crimes, and likewiie made acquainted 
with the {ervices they have fince done, might certify me 
at their return, who they ccuceived qualified for his Ma- 
jefty*s mercy ; in order to which I think it may be pr^ 
per for your IcH-dfliip to enlarge their protedions, until 
fuch tin>e as the judges fhall be returned from their cir- 
cuits. I have enjoined my lord chief juftice Povey to 
profecute the conftable mentioned in your's concerning the 
murderers efcape, with all feverity the law will allow, to 
deter others from offences of the like nature. He will 
give Mr. juftice Reynall an account of it by the poft, in 
cafe he fhould not himfelf meet him at Cork, as he pro- 
pofcs to do. To the propofal of the Romifh prieft, I 
can only anfwer in general terms, that iu cale any of 
them (hall be inftrumental in the difcovering and appre- 
hending tories, and fuch malefadors, and it fliall appear 
that they have been at any extraordinary expence, or at- 
tendance in the profecution, that then befides the encou- 
ragement and countenance of the government, they fhall 

have 
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Bave (uck further recocapence as their iervkes fhall be 
found to dcferve i fqr to be more particular with them, 
would £bem to grant an owning of their jurlfdi^on. 

I am your lonHhip's 

^thful humble fervant, 

ESSEX 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

M T Lo R D, DuJblin Caftle, March 8, 1674'$. 

TN a letter of your*8 to my lord Conway, I find how 
'*' much I am obliged to your lordfliip in the matter of 
Eflex-houfe, and what care and pains you have taken 
therein ; I can yet hardly believe that the bargain with 
Dr.,Barebone is other than fidious; but the ftop in thi« 
a^ir, that Come perfbns have given, from whom I little 
expcfted it, hath made room for this artifice to raiie the 
price : that no man can build in or about London upon 
other than old foundations, unlefs with the King*s licence, 
is beyond all doubt. A copy of a petition from the 
Middle Temple hath lately come to my view, and I do 
hear there is another from the city of London, to hinder 
the turning of this garden into tenements, (b, I prefume, 
a licence will not be obtained ; and, if fo, I do not fee 

but 
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but probably fome of the price muft be abated to his Ma- 
jefty. The propofal offered to Dr. Barebone for the 
building of a houfe upon this ground, and felling of it to. 
me, is no way agreeable to my inclinations. And indeed 
I do more value his Majefty's favour, than the thing it- 
felf 3 and regarding it as a mark of honour to my ^mi- 
ly, that will be permanent with them, I de^e either to 
have it as it is, or not at all ; therefore, if your lordfliip 
pleafe to fee how this Dr. Barebone may be taken off his 
bargain, which, if it mirft break for default of licence, as 
I have already faid, I do yet hope there may be fome 
abatement in the price. 1 have now employjed one Mr. 
Cratford, who is my lord Conway's folicitor, to make 
this pufchafe, and have direded where he will have all 
or moft of the money ready to pay for it ; your lordfliip 
may therefore fend for, and confer with him, that you 
may un^erftand one another, fo as the thing mky go on. 
There is nothing of bulinefs here at prefent to trouble 
you with; fo as I fliall conclude with my thanks to you 
for your favour, in this my private concern, and remaini 
with all reality, 

Your lordfliip's moft faithful, 

and moft humble fervant^ 

£ o S £) X* • 
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TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, Much 8, 1^74-5; 

T HAVE your's of the 27th of February, all concerning 
•*• Eflex-houfe, of which I care to lay no more, it being 
a matter refolded; only I cannot but oblerve, that, among 
your remarks, you lay it may have Ibme ill confequence, 
that a hard/hip is ufed to thofe who are lelling it, in 
wrefting. it fronii them ; if any fuch thing fhould hap- 
pen, or any refledion come upon • me thereby, thole 
ought to take it upon them who, contrary to my opinion, 
would go their own ways and obftrud it, or otherwife it 
had been agreed for before any other could have pre* 
tended to have contraded ; and, I am fure, let the beft 
come of it that will, their indifcretion will raife it one or 
two thou^nd pounds in the prices I have given full 
orders in this matter, by the laft pacquet, as you already 
know, and therefore fhall lay no more, but remaia 

Your moft afledionate brother,, 

ESSEX. 

Pray thank Mr. ChifEns for the cheefe I have receiv- 
ed from him fince my writing. I have your*s of the 
2d of March. 

TO 
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TO SIR OHAHI-ES HARBORD. 

gj^^ Dublin Caftle, March 8, 1674.-5' 

I HAVE fieceived two or three of jour's lately, the 
kft bearing date February 27, and theitin among 
other things, fome account of Eflex-houfe. I am very 
confident the bargain Mr. Thinnc pretends to have made 
with Dr. Barebone is onlj a condton, and what I heat 
Mr. Thinne faith, makes me the rather believe fo, that 
Dr. Barebone had given twenty flullings earneft for the 
immediate payment of 13000I. which I think is not an 
ufual way of binding bargains of fo high a value. How- 
ever, I cannot hutprefumc, thatlhe petitions whkh you 
mention \o me to have been prefented unto his Majefty 
againft the turning of it into tenements, mil ftopthat 
d^go, as indeed it is fit it fliould, for I thmk it ^c 
of the (hamefuleft things in the world, diat that pirt of 
the town which is next to the court, and lyes tothe wa- 
ter fhould be turned into ill favoured wharft and tet^ 
ments. Yom ibti being come away, I^ have employed 
Mr. Cratford, a perfon whom I believe you well know 
to make the bar^in for me, who, I doubt not will take 
your advice as he pmceeds. The papers concerning Dr. 
Gorge ate long, and I ftiall give you an ^nfwer to them 
by the next. I am 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE DUKE OF ORMOND. 

Mr Lord, « Dublin Caftle, March 8, 1674-5. 

1 BY your*s of the 2 2d of February, I underftand your*^ 
•■-^ grace's refolution to go over into England againft 
the meeting of the parliament. My letters do generally 
aiTure me they will fit, and, probably, for fome time ; 
tho* I alio hear that fbme there are, who yet hope this 
meeting may be diverted. I heartily wilh this feilions 
may prove happy for his Majefly's aflairs, which I am 
confident your grace's prefence will much contribute to. 

I have nothing further to add, but defire you to be- 
lieve me to be ever with all reality. 

Your grace's moft ^ithfiil, 

and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, March 8, 1674.5. 

ji^Y lord chief juftice, with the afliftance of the 
-*•:-*• King's council, hath taken feveralr examinations 
concerning the diforderly proceedings in this city ; and 
fomc of thofe perfons who were moft fadious, will, I 

Q^ believe. 
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believe, in fome meafure be reached by them. The fea- 
fon of the aflizes in the country being now, and no le- 
gal profecution of thefe men being proper till the term, 
xny lord chief juftice goes his circuit, and at his return he 
will prepare to punifli foroc of thefe incendiaries : but, 
in my own thoughts', I am of opinion, and have beea 
Jong fo, that nothing will reduce this city to a due 
compofure, unlcfs it be the avoiding their charter by a 
^0 Warranto^ and granting them a new one ; for the 
body of the commons are fo numerous, there being nine- 
ty-fix of them, befides fherifis-peers, which ufually are 
between twenty and thirty, moft of the commons being 
extreme poor men, are continually mutinous and fadi-t 
ous ; whereas, if they had a new charter, and the num- 
ber reduced to be feWer, and thofe named out of the 
moft fubftantial chief trading men of the city, whole in- 
tereft it is to be quiet, I am confident it would be the- 
only way to bring them into order and peace. This I 
hint to you by way of difcourfe, which I would not have 
formally propoled to his Majefty till I have better confir- 
dered of it, tho* I am apt to think in the end it muft 
be done. Since the levying of the lapfe- money is re- 
fblved, here are two pretenfions ftarted up for part of it, 
and have been offered to me : the one is of Sir John 
Davis, the prefent clerk of the council, as left him by 
his fether, Sir Paul Davis, a perfon who doubtlefs de- 
ferved very well of the crown, and was at a confiderable 
charge, laying out money of his own, during the war,i 

for 
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for the publick fervice ; and on that icore was ordered 
repayment upon the lapfcd money, &c, as will appear by 
a letter in my lord of Ormondes time, a copy whereof is 
here inclofed ; and having received no benefit thereby, 
he defires the renewal thereof, if his Majefty thinks fit. 

The other is claimed by major Bolton ; the ground 
vrhereof is, that he was employed both here in Ireland 
and in London, in diicovering and abftrading the for- 
feited lapfe-money, &c. and had a letter of his Majefty *s 
for 500 1, thereof, wherein I obferve the fum is put in 
with his Majefty's own hand. I have tranfmitted both 
thefe letters to you for a further fignification of his Ma- 
jelly's pleafure therein. 

I am your moil ^ithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
Right Trufty, &c, 

TTTHERE AS by Our letters under Our royal fignet, 
' dated the 2d day of February, in the 1 8th year of 
Our reign, and direded to Our right trufty and right in- 
tirely beloved coufin and counfellor, James, duke of Or- 
mond. Our then lieutenant of Our kingdom of Ireland, 
and to Our chief governor there for the time being, we 
did, for the reafons and confiderations therein expreffed, 
adjudge it fit that the fum of 3 1 5 5 1. 2s. 6d. which We 
were informed was due unto Sir Paul Davis, knt. de- 

Qjji ceafed. 
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ceafed, Our late principal fecretary of ftate of Our faid 
kingdom, or fo much thereof as fhould be found due 
to him, fhould be duly paid unto him out of the re- 
maining 27000I. of the fum of 30000 1. which by the 
explanatory a<3: is to be paid to Us in lieu and recom- 
pence of the forfeited fubfcriptions, commonly called by 
the name of lapled money, excepting that part of die 
faid 2 7000 1. referved unto Ourfelves ; or out of the mo- 
ney payable by virtue of the laid aft, upon account of 
the year*s value, excepting the 50000I. payable to Us 
thereout : and therefore by Our laid letters We direded 
an account to be flated of what remained due as afoie^ 
faid to the laid Sir Paul Davis ; and further required Our 
feid then lieutenant to give order to Our vice-treafurer,L 
or other receiver or receivers of die laid 30000I. out 
of the fame to latisfy and pay unto the feid Sir PaulDavis^ 
Bis executors^ adminiftrators or alHgns, the laid 31 55 L 
2s. 6d. or lb much thereof as Ihould be found to be 
remaining due and unpaid to him. And whereas we ai!e 
informed, that it appears by an account ftated according 
to an order of the laid duke of Ormond, made in pur- 
luance of Our laid letters, before Our chief baron of 
Our court of Exchequer, and before Our late auditor 
there, that there remained due to the faid Sir Paul Da- 
vis, the faid fum of 3155 1. 2s. 6d. and that thereupon, 
and in obedience to Our laid pleafure in Our faid letter 
fignified, the laid duke of Ormond ilTued his warranty 

date<| 
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dated the 4th of May 1666, to Our receiver-general 
of Our faid kingdom, that then was, or hereafter 
fhowld be, out of the faid monies, to fatisfy and pay 
unto the faid Sir Paul Davis, his executors, admini- 
ftrators, or affigns ; but they have not received the 
faid fum, or any part thereof, by reafon that all the 
faid monies, raifed upon accounts of the faid year's 
value, have been otherwile difpofed of 5 and the faid 
film of 30000I. to be raifed in recompence of the faid 
lapfed money, has not as yet been offered, whereby they 
have been much difappointed of the benefit and advan- 
tage that, by Our faid letters, was intended for thenu 
Now We taking the fame into Our princely confidera- 
tion, and We having, by our letters of the firft day of 
Febniary 1674, required and authorized you Our lieu- 
tenant, to give order for the affefling and levying the faid 
* fum of 30000I. in the manner therein expreffed, and the 
monies fo levied and aifeffed to iffue and pay in fuch. 
manner as We iQiall think fit to direft, to the perfons ta 
whom We have granted the fame j we have therefor© 
thought fit hereby to will and require you, that out of the 
iaid money fo to be levied and affefled as aforefaid, you 
docaufeto be iffued and paid to the executors, admi- 
niftrators, or afligns, of the faid Sir Paul Davis, the faid 
fum of 31551. 2S. 6d. and you are to take care that, up- 
on their receiving the fame, fuch concordatums, or other 
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warrants, as they have for the faid fum, or any part thereof, 
be given up, to the end that both they may be fatisfied, 
and We difcharged thereof : and for fo doing, thefe Our 
letters fhall be as well unto you Our lieutenant there now 
being, or to any other lieutenant, deputy, juftice, juftices, 
or other chief governor or governors of that Our kingdom, 
which hereafter for the time fhall be, and to the commif^ 
fioners of the vice-treafurer's accounts, and to the receiver 
or receivers of all or any of the faid monies that now are, 
or hereafter for the time fhall be receiver or receivers of 
any of the faid monies, and to every of them, and to the 
commiflioners of their and every of their accounts, and 
to all others whom it may concern, fufficient warrant and 
difcharge in that behalf Given, &c. 

TO MR. THINNE. 

Si r, Dublin Cattle, March 8, 1674-5. 

T HAVE of late received feveral of your*s, the lafl bcar- 
•*■ ing date the ad of March, which gives me an ac- 
count that Nimuegen is accepted for the place of con- 
grefs, but the feafon feems to be fo far advanced, as pof- 
fibly the armies will be engaged in adion before any 
treaty can be begun ; therefore, in my apprehenfion, it is 
very doubtful whether any peace will follow this fum^ 

mer. 
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m€f . Thele few things, which I have of bufineis, are 
enclofed in my letter to Mr. Secretary Coventry ; fb as I 
{hall give you no further trouble, but remain 

Your moft afie^onate fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO. MR. THINNE. 

Sm, Dublin Caftle, March lo, 1574-5, 

T HAVE writ to Mr. Secretary Coventry by Saturday's 
•*■ poftj which letters the contrary winds have kept on 
this fide till now. I thought it not worth the troubling 
him with another, there being nothing to offer but the 
recommendations of the enclofed letter in behalf of Sir 
George Gilbert; the fubftance of which he petitioned his 
Majefty for, ibme months iince, and had a reference hi- 
ther : the matter whereof being confidered, we do not 
find any inconvenience in granting his requeft, if it be fb 
modelled as, by the letter, is direded. 

There is one Mr. Glafcock, whom fbme of the late 
news-letters tells us, his Majefty was pleafed to make mat- 
ter of the requefts. If it be the perfon whom I guels it 
is, he is one of the commiffioners of appeals for the ex- 
cife here; and, if fo, he now having a fettled place, 
which will require his confiant attendance in England, it 

would 
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would be neceilary that I name another in his room : 
and indeed his abfence, fo long as already he has been 
away, is very inconvenient ; for there are, upon the efta- 
blifhment, but three of thefe commidloners allowed, and 
there muft be two to ad. One of them is a judge, and 
the other Sir William Flower^ who is old, and often in- 
firm ; by which means, many times, a quorum is not to 
be got. I defire you will fpeak with Mr. Glafcock, and 
let him know that the place being in my difpofe, I have 
pitched u{2on a perfbn to fucceed him, and to enter upon 
the employment after Lady-day next I am 

Your moft ai&^ionate iervant, 

ESSEX. 

Right Trufty, &c. 

"IXTHEREAS upon the humble petition of Our well- 
^ " beloved fubjed. Sir George Gilbert, knt. alderman 
of Our city of Dublin, in the kingdom of Ireland, fetting 
forth the great want that there is in that Our kingdom 
of the great beam, or common balance, for the conve- 
nient weighing of all merchandizes and other goods in 
the feveral fea-port cities and towns therein j and by his 
faid petition, moft humbly praying, that as a mark of Our 
royal bounty and favour. We fhould be gracioujfly pleafed 
to grant unto him and his afUgns the fetting up the (aid 
great beam, or common balance, in the feveral fea>port 

cities 
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cides and towas in that Our kingdom of Ireland, for the 
term of fixty:-one years: and that he and his aifigns 
may be authorized by Our royal grant, to demand and 
receive all fuch fees and perquifites for the fame, as now 
are ufually paid unto the keepers of Our great beam, or 
common balance, in our city of London. And whereas We 
being inclined to favour the faid Sir George Gilbert in 
his requcft, were gracioudy pleafed to refer his petition to 
you Our lord-lieutenant of that Our kingdom, requiring 
you to confider the nature and ufefulnefs of the place 
petitioned for ; and that if you did judge it conducible 
to Our icrvice, and the puWick good of that Our king-( 
<iom, to report to Us your opinion thereupon. 

And whereas you, by your report, bearing date the 
19th of December laft paft, did fignify your opinion, 
that the fetting up the great beam, or common balance,- 
in that Our .kingdom, for determining of controverfies. 
between buyer and feller, about the weights of merchan- 
dizes, may be ufeful, (b as none be compelled to weigh 
any goods at fuch beam, or common balance ; and that 
no fees be exa&ed, but only from fuch perfbns as fhall 
defire to make ufe thereof ; upon confideration of all 
which. We, of our princely bounty and wifdom, do here- 
by authorize and require you to caufe letters-patent, un- 
der the great feal of that Our kingdom, to be granted 
and pafTed to the faid Sir George Gilbert and his afCgns^ 

R of 
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of the place, ofEce, and tfuft of keeper of Our great 
beam and common balance, to be fet up and ereflred by 
him the faid Sir George Gilbert, or his affigns, in all our 
fea-port cities and towns in that Our kingdom of Ire- 
land, for the term of three-fcore and one years; and 
that, in the faid grant, the faid Sir George Gilbert, and 
his adigns, be authorized to make, name, and conftitute, 
from time to time, all and every manner of clerks, por- 
ters, fervants, and minifters, of the faid great beam and 
common balance, and of the iron beam and weights 
appertaining to both. And further, that the faid Sir 
George Gilbert, and his afligns, by the faid letters pat- 
'tent, be entitled to all and fingular the commodities, 
houfes, advantages, profits, wages, fees, and emduments, 
that in Our time, or in the time of any of Our progeni- 
tors, Kings of England, are and were due, and accuflom- 
ed, pertaining, or belonging, to the laid office, or keeper^ 
of the faid great beam or common balance, or of the 
iron beam and weights belonging to both, in as large 
and ample manner, and firm as ever any perfon or per- 
fons have had or enjoyed the fame in Our city of Lon- 
don, or kingdom of England, to the proper ufe and be- 
hoof of him the faid Sir George Gilbert, or his affigns, 
for and during the time before-mentioned and expreffed. 
And you are alio to eaufe to be inferted, in Our faid let- 
ters patent, a provifion, that none be compelled to weigh 

any 
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any goods at fuch great beam, or common balance ; and 
that no fees be exaded but only from fuch perfons as 
(hall defire to make ufe thereof; and alfo a claufe for 
the ereding the {aid office, and all fuch neccf&ry and 
beneficial claufes, and mn obftantes^ as may help to make 
the fame efledual unto the faid Sir George Gilbert, and 
his af&gns ; and in fuch cafes are ufual. And, 8cc. 
Given, 6q€. 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lo r d, Dublin Caftle, March lo, 1674-5. 

ID Y your lordHiip's of the 20th of February, I under-r 
'■-' ftand his Majefty's pleafure, that Sir George Hamil- 
ton fhould be permitted to have 500 men but of this 
kingdom to recruit his regiment; but that it be done 
with privacy, in regard, that if notice be taken, the 
Dutch ambai&dor would complain. 1 have fpoken with 
Sir Anthony Hamilton, and direded him to proceed with 
all fecrecy in the aifair, and told him, that if any ac- 
counts fliould come to me out of the country that men 
were raifing for foreign fervice, I would not feem to be* 
lieve it. However, it depends much upon his difcretion 
to catry his bufinefs prudently, and without noife, which 

R 2 I hope 
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I hope he will do. I find the matter is already fiifpeded 
in Holland ; for my lord of Thomond tells me he has 
received a letter from my lord Clare, which I hear "he has 
ihowed to many in town, complaining, that I had Hin- 
dered 500 men from entering themfelycs into the States 
fervice, and had imprifoned fcveral of the ofBcers for in- 
lifting them, &c. and that there were now divers officers 
for lerving in the French army gone over on the like er- 
rand, whom he hoped would not be better ufed. Where- 
upon it is paft all peradventure, that notice will be given 
by fome bufy perfon or other, of all that thefe officers da 
here ; for which reafbn, if his Majefty thinks the afiair 
worth a dilguife, I can fend and flop ibme few of the laft 
who are to take (hipping, and order them to their own 
homes ; or, after they are all gone, fend for fome of thefe 
merchants who undertook their tranfportation, and ad- 
monifh them of the crime they have committed, in fend- 
ing away fbldiers who produced no licence or pafs from 
me ; or threaten them, if ever I found them in the like 
fault again. I conceive, cither or both, thefe cburfes wil 
make my late proceedings feem equal to both the parties. 
Your lordfhip may pleafe to fhow his Majefty this letter 
and fend me word how it is approved, or if any other 
thing be direded. 

This country fufiers much under the want of fmall 
Money, legally authorized ^ therefore I wiih the pro- 

pofals 
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pofals concerning it, whkh I &nt to your lordfhip, wck 
fidered, and orden given therein. 

I am your lord£hip*s 

moft Buthful humble fervant, 

ESSEX 

TO THE EARL OF ORRERY. 

My Lord,. Dublin Caftle, March 1 3, 1674-5.. 

T HAVE your's of the 5th of March, which came to. 

my hands on Monday laft, but I was then fb full o£ 
bufinefs as I could not return you an anfwer by the fame 
poft. 

There can be no hazard to thofe tories who have al* 
ready performed fewioe, by the judges giving me an ao* 
count what they have done ; and for the others, who 
pretend to difcover the harbourers of this fort of people^, 
which I look upon to be a better work than taking even 
the tories themfelves, I think it but reafonable they 
fliould firft make the difcovery, and then I give the pan- 
don ; it being more proper that they truft me than il 
them : and experience alfo hath (hewed it, that after fuch 
like men have had their pardon, they have refufed to. 
have performed "what formerly they engaged. The judges 
"have orders, in the enquiry of this matter, to be very 

tenderr 
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tender of thofe who have done the leaft fervice in the 
afiair ; and I am fure^ it has been my rule, rather to ex- 
ceed in ihewing mercy to thofe who have been inftru- 
mental in bringing the country to quiet, than to do lefs 
than what upon reafonable grounds has been promifed. 

Our letters from England, this poft, bring us very lit- 
tle news, only a further confirmation of the parliament's 
meeting, and a probability that a treaty of peace will be 
begun at Nimcguen this winter. 

I am your lordfhip*s 

mofl faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE KING. 

May it pleass vour Majesty,. 

T HAVE received Your Majefty*s moft gracious letter 
for the grant of thirteen thoufand pounds ; which fa- 
vour I do, with all humility and gratitude, acknowledge. 
The money was intended for the purchale of Eflex- 
houfe^ which being a moft confpicuous mark of Your 
Majefty*s bounty, and an honour permanent to my &- 
mily, would therefore many times double the value of 
the gift ; and had thofe whom I employed in England, 

pur- 
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purfued my diredions, the purchafe had been made ere 
this J but they, caufing a mod unneceflary demur, have 
given an opportunity to another peiibn to contrad for it, 
which, perhaps, may prevent the placing this favour on 
me in the manner it was defigned. Yet, if Ypur Ma- 
jefty pleafe to refrain the granting a licence for building 
on new foundations there, the matter may be retrieved, 
and Your Majefty*s liberality applied as was at firft pro- 
poled. But if this cannot be compafled, I fhall receive 
Your Majefty's gracious intentions towards me^ for fome 
other opportunity ; alTuring Your Majefty, that Your 
fevourable thoughts cannot be beftowed on any peribn 
who will own them with a more grateful mind, nor who, 
with more zeal, dotih endeavour .to merit the title of. 
The moft faithful 

and moft obedient of 

Your Majefty 's fubjeds and fervants, 

ESSEX. 

i i I m 1 1 1 1 1 Ti { n MM Ml M n 1 1 [ 1 i I i M f I 

TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

M T Lord, Publin Caftlc, March 1 7, i^4-5- 

AVING received a letter of his Majefty's, coun- 
teriigned by your lordfliip, for the grant of thir- 
teen thoufand pounds, I muft beg the favour of your 

lordfhip 
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lordfhlp to deliver the enclofed to his Majcfty. Whe- 
ther the money can be employed to the ufe it was de- 
signed, my letters out of England make it very doubt- 
ful. Yet, if the garden of Effex-houfe be not permitted 
to be turned into tenements, I am confident the prefent 
contradors muft give up their bargain. The agents 
whom I employ will be more diligent to make the pur- 
chafe of it, if it may be' had : and, indeed, the valuing 
of it as a durable mark of honour to me and my family, 
inclines me to defirc it more than any other confider- 
ation. 

Here arc feveral afiairs relating to this country proper 
to be communicated to your lordfliip, which I fhall re- 
ferve till the next poft ; and with many acknowledgments 
of yolir lordfhip's fevour, remain 

Your lordfliip's moft faithful 

and moft humble iervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lord, DubUo Caftle, March 17, 1674.5: 

T HAVE received your's of the 9th inftant, wherein 

arc feveral things relating to this kingdom. The 

commiffioners of Cork-houfe, and Mr. Forth, who is 

^ here, 
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here, do confidently deny the having fcnt any money into 
England, and offer to depofe it upon oath, if thereunto 
required, that there hath not by 500 1, been remitted into 
^England more money than by bills hath been returned 
hither. Some among them ar? great traders, and I am 
confident do employ the money of the farm in traffick, 
which is one reaibn, among others, that they are fo back" 
ward in their payments. As to their accounts, delivered 
in upon <Jath, I cannot find any cheque upon them, ei- . 
thcr in rdiation to the cuftoms, or imported excife, which 
18 the principal thing that ought to be looked into; for 
the farmers ofiicers have, in all the ports, thruft out the 
King*s o^ers from almoft ading any thing ; and the 
potent-officers Having their falaries, are willing enough to 
be eafed of the troubles^ fince they can get nothing by it. 
And as for the imported excife, thefe patent officers tak- 
ing themielves to be only officers of the cufloms, do, as 
I hear, keep no books at all of it ; fo as Mr. Hayes, the 
comptroller of the revenue here, makes up his accounts by 
the help of the farmers books ; and therefore I can exped: 
no further light by what comes from him. For the 
port of Dublin, I have made Mr. Plcdwell, who for 
many years had the management of it under the far- 
mers, bring me in an abftra6l, and that perfcdly agrees 
with the accounts delivered in. The objedions made 
againft thefe accounts I fhould be glad to fee : there 
is one, which is obvious to me, and undeniable, and 

S may ^^n^ 
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may ferve for all, viz. that thefe farmers offer to ad* 
vance their rent for a new farm near 40,000!. per an- 
num : and yet their accounts all along would make it ap- 
pear that they have been lofers by the prefent farm ; 
which are things fo contradiaory,. as 1 know not well 
how they may be reconciled. 

The ppopafak you mention to me, as from my lord of 
Burlington, &c. of having a commifllon to remedy de* 
festive titles, is a thing very reafonable, and that which 
muiV, at one time or other, be done ; but I conceive it is 
not yet feafonable. I am pretty apt to beliew, that the 
books which I have catafed to be compofed, of the difpo^ 
fition of lands in- this kingdom, may be the reafbn that 
men begin to* move this^ but the work being now fo neat 
perfe<fted, I rfiink it were fit ibme fpace were allowed, to 
fee what lands wilt clearly appear ta be inrhis Majefty*« 
poiTeiHon'.; and fome further time tamakedifcovedes by 
other ways and means > after which, fuch a commifQon 
as is mentioned will be neceflary,, that there may be a 
final fettle ment of all interefts*. 

I do not well' know what is like to become of die 
matter of Eflex-houfe^ but hope.it may yet be retrievedi 
His Majefty's letter for the grant of the money intended 
for the purchafe thereof, is come j and I have, by. this 
pacquet,. returned a letter of thanks through my lord- 
treafurer's hands. Mr. Gratford, whom I employ in this 
bargain,, will communicate his proceedings with your lord* 
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£kip, whom I have found fo ready to do me kindnefles 
of all forts, as I doubt not but you will give hira your 
afCftance, and the helps of your advice, in this parti- 
cular. 

I am your lordfhip's 

moft faithful humble lervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, March 17, 1574-5. 

T A M to acknowledge two of your*s of the 6th and 9th' 
of March, both which I received the laft week. I give 
you thanks for afllfting Mr. SoUicitor in his pretenflons 
here* The bifhop of Killaloe being lately dead, I have 
herewith font you the draft of a letter for placing that 
biflioprick upon Dr. Roan, at prefont dean of Clogher« 
He is a very grave man, of good life, and one every way 
qualified to be a biihop : wherefore, if you pleafe to get 
the letter difpatched, I fhall take it as a kindneis. This 
city continues flill uneafy to one another; but till the 
judges return from their circuits, I can take no pofitive 

S 2 Tcfolu- 
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refoliition what is fit to be done in that matter ; which* 
lb. ^oa as they do, I fhall communicate to you. I am 

Your moft faithful humble fervant* 

ESSEX. 

This bifhoprick of ELiUalbe is the lowed of value in 
the whole kingdom. 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dea«l BftOTHEB^ }?ublin C^e, Mar.. 17^ tSj^rp 

T HAVE received' your*s of the 9th inftant, wherein you< 
■■' mention a requcft of fome friends of my lord chiei^ 
jiiftice Povey j but, by the circumdancesof it, {am apc^ 
to think you may miftake,. and that you. m^an my lord^ 
chief-juftice BochJi* You fay he is. an old man, and very 
infirm; and, therefore, till I know which it is you. intend;.. 
I cannot tell how to write fuch an anfwer as. will be pto^ 
per to be fhewed; for, according to the ieveral. perfons^ 
each deferves his feveral charad^r, and the thingatfelf it» 
difierent confideration. If it be my Iprd chiefrjvfKce. 
Booth, he is the ablefl man in his profefiion we haye iiere^, 
and is as good a judge, and, in- all refpedls,. as. worthy a. 
man as I have ever know^; but is fo. mi^rably afflidted- 

with: 
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^di the gout, and other difeafes, as makes him feldom 
fit to do any bufincls; and that caufes me to believe he 
may be the man. Knowing alfo, that he hath an in- 
clination to contmuc in England ; which, if it be, 
wc have another, Mr. Juftice Reynell, though one of 
the King*s-bench, that may well fucceed him, and 
is, indeed, next himfelf, the ableft of all the judges. 
My lord chief-juftice Povey is as honeft a man as any I 
know, but not equal in ability to the other. My appre- 
tenfions are, if he fhould be removed, by the folicitations 
of any of his friends in England, (nor can I think 
of any he hath, but Mr. Povey, who, I fuppofe, muft 
work by the duke) that Mr. Juftice Jones, who is the 
eldeft juftice in the Kings-bench, will, at the fame time,. 
by the duke s means, get a letter to be made chief-juftice, 
which would be a very great mifchief to this kingdom- 
Mr. Juftice Jones purchafed hard for it in the laft vacan- 
cy, and I had fome difficulty to get in another. He hathj 
all the popifli intereft earneft for him, being undoubted- 
ly of that perfuafion in his heart, and brings up all his. 
children in that religion. Thefe things you are to keep. 
to yourfelf. My lord chief-juftice Povey. bcingin the cir- 
cuit, I cannot fpeak to him, nor redify the miftake, if 
thcj^ be any :. therefore I. pray you, by the next, let me 

hear. 
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hear from you who the perfon is you intend, and who 
they are that recommend him. I am 

Your moil affedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR GEORGE HAMILTON. 

Si,R, Dublin Caftle, March 17, 1 674>5. 

T HAVE lately received two letters from you, delivered 
"^ me by your brother, who is now gone into the coun- 
try; and, I hope, will carefully difpatch the bufinefs he 
comes about. I have dire&ed him to be cautious in his 
proceedings, there being many watchful eyes, who are fo 
buly as to give notice of every thing that is done here. 
What reafonable connivance may be permitted, ihall be 
allowed him ; and I fhould be glad of any further op- 
portunity of Ihewing the refpeA Wherewith I am 

Your moil faithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR. HUGH MAY. . 

Cousin, Dublin Caftle, March ly, 1^74-5. 

Ti/rR. Edward May, your kinfman, now taking a jouf'- 
•^ ney into England, I could not let him go without 
telling you how good a man I find him to be. At my 
firft coming over, I recom^jiended him to the farmers of 
Cork-houfe for Ibme employment under them, which he 
has fb well performed, as they all give him the charader 
of a very honeft man, and juft in their fervice. If now, 
upon renewing of the farm, it lies in my way to do him 
a good turn, by defiring them to put him in fome better 
place, or any other means he can propofe, I ihall not fail 
to ihew him my kindnefs therein, both upon his own 
account, as believing him a fit perfbn to be employed^ 
and alfo in regard of the relation he has to you, which' 
ihall ever be refpeded by 

Your moft affedionate kinfman, 
and faithful fervant,* 

ESS"EX. 
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TO MY LORD MA&SEREEN. 

My Loud, Dublin Cattle, Marck 20, 1674-5. 

T HAVE received three of your letters, the laft dated the 
**• 1 7 th of March, which gives me an account of my lord 
DonegallV illnels; and yefterday in the evening, by a 
me^enger froni the place, I i»id notice of his death. As 
to what relates tb the tories, Mr. Beecher gave your lord- 
fhip an anfwer, that if they would enter into fufHcient 
fecurity for their good behaviour for fome little time, till 
they could tranlport themfelves, which fecurity your lord- 
fhip was to approve of, and tranfmit to the clerk of the 
council here ; and that in cafe they failed of performance, 
thofe who were bound for them might be profecuted ; 
whereunto was added, as my lord chief-juftice's opinion, 
that if the men would be perlliaded to come in, and ren- 
der themfelves to a trial, they being afTured of tranfporta- 
tion, fhould they be condemned, his lord (hip believed it 
to be the better courfe. Either of thefe two ways you 
might purfue. My fecretary, Mr. Harbord, is fhortly 
going for England; and I (hall not forget, when he goes 
over, to recommend your cafe concerning the loool. paid 
to Sir Samuel Morland, which I make no quedion to get 
allowed him; and as for the reducing of your quit-rent, 

I (hall, 
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I {hall, in a fliort time, receive inftrudions to fettle that 
whole af&ir, and then your particular fhall not want its 
<iue confederation. I am 

Your lordfhip's moft afFedionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, . Dublin Caftle, March 30, 1675. 

T HAVE received your*s, dated from Newmarket the 
•^ 1 7th inftant, which begins with the intelligence you 
have from abroad. This part feems very myfterious, fo 
as I cannot tell what to make of it ; but I will be watch- 
ful, and try, by feveral ways, what I can difcover thereof. 
Sir Maurice Euftace*s petition I have fent to Mr. Attor- 
ney, that himfelf and Mr. Sollicitor, who feem to be com- 
plained of therein, may confult what anfwer to give, 
which I {hall tranfmit fo foon as it comes to my 
hands. 

This pacquet brought us in the fad news of the lofs 
of his Majefty*s yatch in its voyage to Che{ler, being 
fplit upon a -little rock called the Skerries : it was very 
full of pa{l*engers, and many men of quality ; my lord of 
Meath is faid to be lofl, and his fon, my lord Brabafon, 
fuppofed to be fo too. My lord of Ardglafs, with feveral 

T otherr. 
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©thers, favcd themfelves upon the rock, where they were 
« day and a night before any vcfiel arrived to relieve thenK 
This firft account is but imperfed, fo as we are not* cer- 
tain hovy^ many may be laved. The captain of this vef- 
fel feemed to be as careful a man as I have ever known r 
we hear that himfel^ and mod of his feamen, are 
drowned. » 

About ten days- fince the carl of Donegal died here i 
I have given his troop, to Sir Arthur Chichefter, who was 
lieutenant thereof, and is now earl of Donegal. Having, 
nothing further to acquaint you with^ I remain 

Your, moil &ithful humble fervant, . 

ESSE X. 

I ' i i ! i - i 1 1 1 1 { M { 1 { i i f-! i I { ! N I H { 1 { ! { { } { {■ 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH; 

My L R Di Dublin Caftlt, March 30, i Byg. . 

T HAVE received your*s of the 30th of March, together 
with the letter in Mr. Sollicitor's behalf; and give you 
thanks for your care of him in this affair. I (hould be. 
glad that the forms of pailing lands, or monies, here, were 
intirely fettled ; that fb we might keep to known; rules in- 
bufinefs of that nature : for I find many men very un* 
eai)', who bring letters, and have not the fuccels they ex- 
4^ pcded;; 
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peded ; and I am confident, that when the ruk you men- 
tion is eftabliflied, unreafonable grants will not be fo eafi- 
\y obtained. The commiffion for reducing of quit-rents 
has not been forgotten by me ; but, upon examination, 
finding that fome other lands deferve abatements, as well 
as thofe in the lift brought in by capt. Stone, I am ad- 
jufting the matter for the whole : for I would fain have 
the work completely done ; and that the King may have 
a profpe£b of what the abatements will be, before the 
commiflions are fent over. However, I am well afiur- 
ed, that the lands which would be difcovered by the 
hooks Mr. Taylor is preparing, together with fuch others 
as may be brought into charge upon the fettling of Co- 
naught, will more than make up the abatements : and 
befides, the revenue will Kkewifc, by thefe means, be ren- 
dered certain for the future. A very few days will com- 
plete the enquiry I am to make; and, by Mr. Harbord, 
who goes the next week» I hope to fend more particulars 
of this bufinefe. 

The bifhop of Killaloe being lately dead, I have re- 
commended Mr. Dean Roan, a very grave man, and one 
who has the repute from all here to be very deferving, to 
fucceed in that place. I am told, that Mr. Smith, dean 
of Limerick, is endeavouring, by my lord of Ormond, to 
get into this bifhoprick. This hint I fend you, that you 
may enquire if it be true; and I doubt not but your lord- 

X 2 ^^P 
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fhip will ufc your endeavours that I be not baffled in a- 
thing of this nature. Sbme of my letters from England' 
tell me, that the city have petitioned the- King that the 
garden of Eflex-houfe may not be permitted to be 
built into tenerilents. I prefume the law to be very 
clear in the pouit, that without his Majefty's licence 
it cannot be done j fb as I make little doubt but dodor 
Farebone will be forced to give over his work there^ 
which if he db, I (Ball give orders to lay down 30,000!. 
the money contraded for, within a very few days, a 
great part whereof is now ready ; and, at Mr. Harbord's 
arrival, he will take care for the reft. I find it neceflary 
to trouble your Ibrdfhip again with this affair, in regard* 
r doubt fbme in England have reported that I would' 
not give fb much ; but fince his Majefty is gracioufly 
pleafed to beftow. that {um for this endj I (hall lay 
down the money immediately, and wait the time for 
the re-payment thereor: yet if your lordfhip conceives any 
thing can be faved to the King by making this bargain^ 
(for I am refblVed to beftow the whole of his Majefty *s 
liberality here) I am not unwilling it fhould be done ; 
whereof, if you pleafe to give yourfelf the trouble to 
fpeak to Mt Thinne once more upon this fubjed, and 
afTure him of my fpeedy payment, in. cafe the houfe be 
free for me to have itj your lordfhip will do me a great 
feyour. Before this arrives, I prefume you. will have the. 

news 
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news from Chefter, or other places, of the lofs of the 
yatch belonging to us here. We are not certain who 
periQied in it ; but it is believed my lord Meath, and his 
(on,, my lord Atherdce, with many others, are drowned. 

I am your fordlhip's 

moft faithful humble iervant,. 

ESSEX. 

^ TO TH.E LORD RANELAGH. 

Mt Lord*. . " Dublin Caftle, April 7, 1675. 

XT'ESTERDAY I received your's of the 30th of March, 
being the firft pacquet arrived here fince the lofs 
of the yatch,. whereby we undefftand who perifhed, and 
wlio were iaved ; which,. I conceive, I need not repeat,, 
for the particulars you will have from the coafl on that 
iide. 

As to Effexi-houfcr it will depend, your lordQiip tells 
me, on that point, whether the King can prohibit the 
building on new foundations. This hath, in all former, 
times, been taken for granted ; yet, however, I am forry 
that a concern of mine fhould occafion a difpute of the 
King's prerogative. The Ipoil of the garden cannot be 

much- 
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much material, in regard a little money will, I am coft- 
fident, put it in order, fo as that fhall not hinder me 
from purfuing my intention, in cafe this bargain with Dr. 
Barebone be vacated. 

My lord Conway comes to town this night, and parts 
Ipeedily into England. I fliall with him difcourfe the 
two propofals in your lord (hip's letter concerning the 
ConccH'datum monies and penfions ; and upon thefe, to- 
gether with other particulars, I fliall communicate my 
thoughts to you through his hands. The French recruits 
have had ill fortune ; for though the officers did their 
parts pcrfcdly well, in bringing them to a remote co;^ 
ner of Kerry without noife ; yet the French fliips that 
were appointed to take them in, failing many days, 
and when they did come, which was twenty days after 
their time, inftead of coming to Dingle, came to Kin- 
fale, and there divulged in the town that they came 
to fetch men for • the fervice of France ; fo as the of- 
ficers finding the thing grow too publick, have them- 
felves, as I hear, difmiffed moft of their men: I gave 
them all connivance that pofllbly I could, feeming not 
to believe the news for a pacquet or two ; but at laft, 
when it was too much the publick difcourfe, I was 
forced to fend orders to difmifs any of them that fliould 
be found in that country. And as thefe orders will be 
juftification enough, that thefe levies were not permitted 
: by 
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hy authority, fb I am furc, on the other hand, the very 
officers themfelves will clear me to his Majefty, that I 
have allowed them all the fair play in their bufinefe that, 
widi decency, they could expedl; and that the difappoint- 
ment proceeded purely from the errors committed by the 
commanders of the French fhips. 

I am your lordlQiip's 

mod faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
TO THE KINGv 

Dublin Cattle,. April 8, 1675. 
May it please your Majesty, 

'TT^HE yatch which ufually attended this place, being 
■'• now unfortunately loft, will neceflitate your Ma- 
jefty to fend fome other veflcl to fupplyfthis want: it 
ought to draw but little water, in regard that every ebb 
the fhips in this^ harbour lie all dry upon a hard fandi 
The Mary yatch that is now periflied, was very crazy 
when flie wa&caft away, and indeed too weak built for 
thefe (eas; therefore I humbly defire your Majefty would 
be pleaftd to let us have a vefTel that may be fit for this 
employment,, there being many perfons of quality often 

pafTinji^ 
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pafling between this and England. Mr. Harbord is fo 
fully intruded in all matters concerning this country, 
that I need not entertain your Majefty with any thing 
upon that fubjed, but (hall leave them to his relation 3 
and, with all humility and devotion, fubfcribe myfelf 

Your Majefty 's moft faithful, and moft 

.obedient fubje£l and fcrvant, 

ESSEX^ 



TO THE EARL OF BRISTOL. 

My Lo R n, Dublin Caftlc, April 8, 1675. 

TT[7ITH much latisfadion have 1 received your lord- 
^ ^ {hip's moft obliging letter, which acquaints me 
with the difcourfe your lordfhip hath lately had with his 
Majefty, concyning the reports of my remove from this 
government; and tho' your lordfliip is a perfon whom I 
have ever looked upon to be fo true and juft a friend, 
that if I heard nothing from you, I could with all confi- 
dence rely upon your readinefs to do me all kind offices ; 
yet I do affure your lordfhip, that the knowing you have 
exprefled a concern for me, is extremely pleafing to me, 
jjbere being none whofe afiedion I more value than your 

krd- 
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]ordihip*s, nor whom I fhould be more ready to ierve, 
when any opportunity ihall arrive, to evidence the reality 
of my being 

Your l(M:dihip*s moft faithful 

and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, April 8, 1675. 

TV/TR. Harbord going over, 1 have entnifted him with 
**■"*• feveral things relating to this country, to be com- 
municated to your lordfhip; and among other matters, 
there are two which ieem a little extraordinary, and that 
your lordfhip may be more clearly informed of them, I 
have ftated the feveral cafes, and fubfcribed thefe with my 
name : the one is a concern of my lord Maflereen's, for 
the payment of loool. to Sir Samuel Moreland, which 
money, I am fully iattsfied, he did really difburle upon 
his Majefty*s letter; and though it be hard that the King 
muft pay it over again out of his own money, only be- 
caufe the perfons intruded with the revenue here did not 
timely ftate their accounts and pafs them, yet Hnce this 
lord is really out of fo much money by his Majefty's com- 

U mands, 
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mands, I do not think his Majefty's favour intended to 
him mifapplied. The other concerns Mr. Corker, where- 
in there feems to be a very foul pradlice, to defraud hi* 
Majefty, and this with the concurrence of a perfon of 
confiderable quality: the thing is known to many people 
in this country by common fame, but that would not 
fetisfy me; and therefore I took feveral examinations up- 
on oath, copies whereof are herewith tranfmitted to your 
lordfhip. There are many other letters for grants, and 
other matters, within the compafeof my private^ inftruc- 
tions, which Mr. Harbord will prefent your lordfliip with; 
and I fhall attend your lordfhip's fenfe upon them, before 
I proceed further. I did lately fend over to Mr. Secre- 
tary Coventry a copy of a proclamation, prepared here, 
for the railing the value of fome forts of Portugal money* 
I do not well know whether this might not more pro- 
perly come to your lordfliip, in regard the mmt, and all 
belonging'to it, is under your charge. If I am miftakea 
in the addrels, it was purely inadvertency ; and indeed 
had I recolleded myfelf, I fliould, at leaft, have given 
your lordfliip notice of the bufinefs ; but having many 
other affairs at that time to difpatch^ it was clearly out 
of my thoughts : befldes, I did conceive a thing of thia 
nature would of courfe have been communicated to the 
council, where it would have been known to all the privy- 
Gounfellors. 

One 
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One want we have here, which, if not fupplied, the 
kingdom cannot remain in fecurity ; and that'is powder ; 
the ftock was t€ry low when I came over, and that little 
that was, periflied powder ; and fince my arrival, which 
is two years and a half, I have only received 500 barrels. 
The ordinary expence for excrcifing the army, &c. as 
now it is, amounts to 290 barrels yearly. I have made 
them fpend the peri(hed powder for their training, and 
preferved the new, which is good. I muft confels, I do 
not well know where to find money for this occafion : but 
methinks, a thing of fo much moment as this fliould 
not be fcrupled at, tho* a little money were lent out of 
the Englifh revenue, till it could be repaid out of the 
Irifli ; for, doubtlefs, his Majefty will not think it reafon- 
able to run a hazard of this kingdom upon any unfor- 
tunate accident, which may coft fome hundred thoufands 
of pounds to recover again, only for the want of three of 
four thoufand pounds worth of powder. Mr. Harbord will 
fhew your lordfhip an abftraft at what low ebb the ftores 
are : I have likewife writ to the mafter of the ordnance 
upon the fame fubjed ; and, indeed, I cannot but be a 
little earned in a thing of this nature, where there is a 
poflibility of fo mifchievous a confequencew 
I am, with perfeft truth, 

your lordlhip's moft huml>le ferVant, 

ESSEX. 

U 2 A ftate 
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A {late of the cafe coaceniing the fum of loool. by hk 
Majefty*s letters of the 17th July 1674* ordered to be 
allowed the earl of Orrery and lord Maureen, as paid 
by tfaeiB> by virtue of former letten from his Majefty^ 
to Sir Samuel Morekad. 

T) Y the Declaration and Ad of Settlement, the ibldiers 
•*-^ were to pay to the King half a year's value, and the 
adventurers a year's value of their lands, towards the re- 
lief and reparations of the lofles of fuch as the l^ng (hould 
judge to have aded and fuf&red foi him. 

The earl of Orrery and the late lord MaHereen were 
made receivers, of this money; who were to pay what they 
fhould receive to the vice-treafurer, by whom the fame 
was to be iflued out to fuch perlbns as the King {hould 
direct. The King granted ieveral letters for payment of 
divers, great fums of money out of this fund, which did 
very fat exceed the money that came in thereupon ; and 
among others, by his letten dated the 23d of March 1664,. 
dire£ied 1000 1» to be paid out thereof to Sir Samuel 
Moreland. By the a&. of explanation, pafled about Oc- 
tober 1665,. this year's value^and half year's value, is diC- 
charged } and a year'is rent appointed to be paid by aU 
adventurers, {oldrets,. and others ; which, if it {hould fall 
ihort of 300,0001. it was to be made up {b much^ by a tax 
upon the whole kingdom j of which 300,0001. the fum 

pafled 
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pafled upon the formes fuad of the yeac's value, and half 
year*s< value, wete to be part 

The laft ioo,0ooL of this 300,000!. is, by the 
suEky ordesed to be iflbed to fuck perfons as his Ma- 
jefty had appointed the lame, as a reward of their fer- 
vices and fufferings.; and, in the firft place, tx>wards the 
payment of the Aim of money appointed to be paid to* 
the duke of Ormond, or fo much thereof as was in ar- 
rear. 

What was paid upon any letters of the King out or 
the firft fund of the year's value, and half year's valuer 
before the pafling of the explanatory ad, was regular ;, 
but after the explanatory a<5b pafled,- no money could be 
regularly ^id upon the King's letters out of that fund,, 
becaufe what remained then due upon fuch letters front 
the King, was to be paid out of the laft loojoool. where* 
of about 52-,OQo]. having been received and iflued out 
upon the firft ad,, there remained 48,000!. more thereof 
to be received, out of wliich tlie duke of Ormond was to« 
he firft paid what was due to him, !)eing above 48,000!. 
which he liath fiace affigiied ta the King,, and is more, 
than all that will come in of that laft 100,900!. will fa- 
tisfy^ fo that there was. no woxn. left, for any of thofe let- 
ters from the King, to come, in for any fhare of that mo* 
ney, after the pafting of the explanatory ad. The lord 
MafTereen produceth acquittances for the faid. funi o£ 
1000 1. by his Majefty's feid letters. of the 2.jd of MarcHi 



x.^ 
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1664, ordered to be paid to Sir Samuel Moreland, 
which fum hath never yet been paffed upon any ac- 
count to his Majcfty ; and the earl of Orrery and the 
lord Maflereen do ftiU remdin chargeable to his Majdly 
for the fame. Whereupon his Majefty, by his letters dated 
the 17th of July 1674, hath ordered me to examine 
whether the faid fum was really and adually paid to Sir 
Samuel Moreland, as was alledged; and in cafe the fame 
{hould appear, by acquittances, to be produced, then to 
give orders for allowance thereof; and in cafe fuch allow- 
ance fliall entitle the commiffioners of the treafury to a 
defalcation, then to allow the fame to them upon their 
accounts. Hereupon I have examined the matter, and am 
fatisfied that the late lord Maflereen really paid the loool. 
mentioned in the King's letter to Sir Samuel Moreland, 
but when it was paid doth not plainly appear ; and tho' 
fome acquittances were produced for feveral fums, part of 
the faid lOool. dated in 1665, a little before the pafllng 
the explanatory ad, yet the acquittance for this 1000 1, 
that is entered in the auditor-general's office, bears date 
the 20th of February 1666, and the fame was never yet 
pafled in any account; and I do not fee how the fame 
can now be regularly placed upon account of Aat laft 
1 00,0 col. which, by the explanatory aft, was otherwife 
difpofed of; fo that the lord Maflereen having paid this 
money without procuring any exchequer acquittance for 
the fame, as he might, and ought to have done, if he hati 

regu- 
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regularly paid it, the earl of Orrery and he are ftill, in 
ftri^nefs of law, chargeable for the fame to the King; and 
this lOOoL is legally due from them to the lord Ranelagh 
and his partners : but if the King, in confideration that 
the faid money was really, and bona fide^ paid to Sir 
Samuel Moreland upon his Majefty's letter, his Majefly 
fliall be pleafed to difcharge the carl of Orrery and lord 
Maflereen thereof; then the lord Ranelagh and his part- 
ners a(e to have a defalcation for fo much from his Ma- 
jefly, and the faid i oool. is not to be placed as any of 
thofe payments, towards fati^dion whereof that lafl: 
ioo,oool. was defigned. By his Majefly*s faid letters oa 
the earl of Orrery's and lord MafTereen's behalf, I ant 
fufBciently authorized to order allowance to be given to 
them of this money, and to allow my lord Ranelagh and 
his partners defalcations for it, which I fhall do, unlefs^ 
upon view of this flate of the cafe, fbme direftion fhalL 
come to the contrary, 

ESSEX. 

it ftale of the cafe cone6rning fiims of money, by his> 
Majefty's letters of the 27th of Januaiy 1674, order- 
ed to be allowed to Sdr Richard Bellingham.. 

C* IR Richard Bellingham having, by his petition,, in- 
*^ formed the King, that his father, Sir Daniel Belling^ 
laSiSSkr being deputy to the earl of Orrery and lord Mafle^ 
d xeen^ 
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Teen, who are receivers of the year's value and half year's 
value, by the declaration made payable to the King by 
adventurers and foldiers ; and being alfo at the fame time 
deputy to the earl of Anglefey, (who was the vice-trea- 
furer of Ireland) he the faid Sir Daniel Bellingham, as 
deputy to the earl of Anglefey, had omitted to charge 
liimfelf with feveral fums of money, amounting to 4208I. 
15s. 3d. which he has, as deputy to the earl of Orrery 
and lord Maflereen, paid into the treafury, for want 
whereof the earl of Orrery and lord MafTereen cannot be 
difcharged of thole fums upon their accounts, altho' Sir 
•Daniel Bellingham had paid the fame by his Majefty s 
^nd the lord-lieutenant's orders, in manner following: 

To the countefs of Portland in part of 1 000 1. by his 
Majefty's letters of the 15 th of February, 1663, ordered 
to be paid to her out of the year's value payable by 
adventurers and foldiers, the fum of 216 1. fieri. 
To the lord Shannon in part of i cool, by his Ma- 
jefty's letters of the ifl of March, 1663; ordered 
to be paid him out of the fame fund, the fum of 
22]. And to the earl of Orrery and lord Maflereeo 
1 2 20 1. 15s. 3d. upon an account of their fees of 6d. 
j)er pound, due to them by their patent, as receiven of 
the year's value, (payable to them by warrant of the then 
lord-lieutenant, dated t!he 20th of March, 1662); to 
the earl of Rofcommon, in part of 350I. by his Majcfly's 
ktteit of the 17th of March, 1663, ordered to be paid 

out 
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out of the fame fund the fum of 2750I. All the faid 
fums amounting to the faid fum of 4208I. 1 5s. 3d. 

His Majefty thereupon, by his letters bearing date the 
27th of January, 1674, was pleafed to order me to ex- 
amine the faid mattery and finding the faid payments to 
have been made in manner above fpecified, to caufe al- 
lowance to be made thereof, or of fo much part there- 
of, as fhall appear to have been fb paid and difcharged 
by the iaid Sir Daniel Bellingham. Whereupon I have, 
togedier with fome others of his Majefty 's commiflioners 
of accounts, by examination of witnefies upon oath, 
and by other fuch ways as I could heft inform myfelf, 
inquired into the ftate of that matter; and do find, 
that his Majefty by his letters patent under the great 
feal of England, bearing date the ift of Odober 1662, 
did appoint the earl of Orrery and the late lord vif- 
count Maftereen to be receivers of the year's value, and 
half year's value that by the declaration was payable by 
adventurers and fbldiers to his Majefly, who were to 
pay over all fuch monies as they ftiould receive, to his 
Majefty 's vice-treafurer of this kingdom ; and were to 
have for their pains 6d. per pound out of all monies 
that they, or their agents, fhould receive and pay over to 
the vice-treafurer. 

The earl of Orrery and lord Maftereen appointed Sir 
Daniel Bellingham to be their deputy in the faid office, 
who was alfo at the fame time deputy to the earl of 

X Anglefey, 
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Anglefey, in the vice-treafurer's office. By the explana- 
tory ad, pafled thereabout Odober 1665, this fund of 
the year's value was wholly difcharged, and a year's rent 
made payable by adventurers and foldiers, which was to 
aniount to 300,000!. or to be made up lb much by a 
general tax upon the whole kingdom, whereof the mo- 
nies received by the earl of Orrery and the lord Mafle- 
reen, out of the year's value and half year's value, pay- 
able by the declaration, was to be reckoned to be part, 
and other receivers were by the explanatory ad appointed 
to the care of what (hould be raifed thereupon ; and the 
ufea are particularly mentioned in the faid ad whcre- 
tinto the faid money was to be applied : fo that after 
the paffing of the explanatory ad, no monies received 
upon the laid formed year's value and half year's value, 
could be regularly paid to the former ufes whereunto 
the firft year's value and half year's value were appointed, 
but only in fuch manner as by the explanatory ad is di- 
ireded. The earl of Orrery and lord Maffereen do now 
ftand charged to the *King, with the above mentioned 
fumof42o8L 15s, 3d. or thereabouts, as received by 
them out of the laid year's value and half year's value, 
whiift they continued receivers thereof, over and above 
what they paid into the treafury ; from which charge Sir 
Daniel Bellingham, being their deputy, was bound by 
recognizance to lave them harmle^, which he endea- 
voured to do by getting thole fum& above mentioned, 

which 
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which he pretends to have been paid by him, allowed 
ia -difcharge of the faid debt due to the King ; but I ' 
do not find that any of the fums mentioned in his Ma- 
jefty's faid letter have been yet pafltd in any account to 
his Majeily. 

And as to the faid fumof 1220I. 15s. 3d. pretended 
to have been paid by the faid Sir Daniel Bellingham to 
the carl of Orrery and lord Mailereen for their fees, I 
find that the fees due for all the money received upon 
that fund of the year's value and half year's value, whilfl 
they continued receivers thereof, did amount to about 
that fum of 1220!. 15s. 3d. and the duke of Ormond, 
then lord-lieutenant of this kingdom, by his warrant 
d»ted the aoth of March 1662, did order the vice- 
tre^urer to allow and pay to the earl of Orrery and lord 
Maflereen their ^es of 6d. per pound, out of all mo- 
nies that ihould be paid into the treafury by them ; upon 
which warrant the lord Mailereen, that now is, gave an 
acquittance, without date, endorfed on the faid warrant, 
acknowledging to have received thereupon the faid fum 
of i2ji^l. 15 s. 3d. for the earl of Orrery and himfelf, 
in right of the late lord Mailereen, as by the faid war- 
rant and acquittance produced before me doth appear. 
And as to the fum of 21 61. pretended to have been 
paid to the countefs of Portland, I find that his Majefty, 
by his letters, bearing date the sth of February 1663, 
did grant to the &id counteis the fum of 47401* to be 

X 2 paid 
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paid out of the faid year's value and half year's value, 
and did diredl the earl of Anglefey, then vice-treafurer, 
to make payment thereof ; and it appears by certificate, 
figfted by Sir Robert? Vyner, now lord-mayor of London, 
and attefted by a publick notary, and bearing date the 
16th of March 1673, that he paid to the faid countcls, 
upon the account of Sir Daniel Bellingham, in the year 
1663, the fum of 21 61. and likewife by affidavit of 
Mr. Edward Corker, that the faid fum was allowed, upon 
account, by Sir Daniel Bellingham to Sir Robert Vyner, 
as paid in the year 1663* Both thefe fums above men- 
tioned, feemed to have been paid before the pafling of 
the explanatory ad, and (b were regularly paid, and 
ought to have been allowed to Sir Daniel Bellingham, in 
cafe the faid warrants and acquittances had been in due 
time produced by him, upon pafling his accounts, which 
by his carelefTnefs (as is pretended) was then omitted ; 
and it may, as I conceive, be reafonable now to allow 
the faid fums unto him, in cafe his Majefly fhall not 
think fit to take advantage of that omiffion : and in 
iuch cafe, the lord Ranelagh, dec. ought to have a de- 
falcation for the fame, in regard the faid fums were 
really due to his Majefly, at the time of their making 
their contrad with his Majefly ; and the faid Sir Da- 
niel Bellingham cannot' any otherwife than by his Ma- 
jefly 's favour be difcharged thereof. And as to the 
fum of 22 L pretended to have been paid to my lord 

Shan- 
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Shannon, I find that his Majefty, by his letters, bear- 
ing date the loth of January 1662, did grant to the faid 
lord Shannon the fum of loool, to be paid out of the 
{aid year's value and half year's value ; and it appears by 
liis Iprdfliip's acquittance, bearing date the nth of De- 
cember 1.667, ^"<^ ^y ^is letter to the commiffioners of 
accounts, that the faid Sir Daniel Bellingham did pay un- 
to him the faid fum of 22I. in part of the faid warrant 
for lobol. And altho' I am apt to believe the laid 22I. 
was really paid, yet the laid money being paid after the 
paffing of the explanatory ad, when the fund out of 
which the lame was appointed to be paid, was difcharg- 
ed, the faid Sir Daniel Bellingham had no warrant then 
for payment thereof; neither ought the faid fum to have 
been allowed to the laid Sir Daniel Bellingham, upon any 
of his accounts, in cafe the lame, upon palGng thereof 
had been produced. 

And as to the fum of 2750I. pretended to have been paid 
to the earl of Rofcommon, I find that his Majefty, by hia 
letters, bearing date the 6th of June 1662, did grant to 
the faid earl of Rofcommon the fum of 5000I. to be 
paid to him out of the year's value and half year's value, 
whereof the faid earl received the fum of 1250I. which 
was pafied upon the earl, of Angleley's accounts: and 
afterwards his Majefty, by his other letters, bearing date 
the 17th of March 1663, did order the remaining fum 

of 
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of 3750I. to be paid to the laid earl out of the ycar*s va- 
lue and half year's value, on the margin of which letter 
there is a receipt under thefaid earl's hand, without any date, 
acknowledging the receipt of 2 7 50 1. upon account of 
that letter. But I being doubtful whether the iaid fum 
was really paid, I examined federal witnef&s upon oath, 
concerning the payment thereof; and, among others, one 
William Howes, agent to the faid carl of Ro^bommo^'s 
troop, who declared, that about the year 16 70," or 1671, 
he did treat with the faid Sir Daniel Bcllingham, deceafed, 
concerning the balance of an account which was then 
depending between the earl of Rofcommctm and Sir Da^ 
niel Bellingham; whereupon he bdieved the laid earl 
was then indebted to the faid Sir Daniel Bdlingham in 
the fum of 400, or 500I. and that the idd Sir Daniel 
BcUingham did then propofe and ofier to the (aid Wil- 
liam Howes, (fuppofing him to be intruded with the 
management of the earl's concerns) to pay unto the 
faid earl of Rofcommon the fum of 500 1. in money, 
and to difcharge the faid former account, in full ia« 
tisfadion, and payment of what was owing to the faid 
earl by virtue of his Majefly's &id letter for 3750 1. 
And that in 1672 the faid Sir Daniel Bellingham did 
further propofe and offer unto the faid William. Howes, 
about the time of the faid earl's going into France, 
to give and pay to him, for the ufe of the faid earl, 

the 
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the fum of 500 1. and likewife to clear and difcfaarge the 
faid carl of all former accounts, fo as the faid earl would 
ailign over to him the benefit of his Majefty's grant ; 
with which oficr the faid William Howes acquainted the 
iaid earl, who then refufed to accept thereof: and that 
lie beliewes that, fince that time, the faid earl hath made 
fonfe contradfc or bargain for the fame with Sir Richard 
Bellingham, fon and heir of the faid Sir Daniel Belling* 
ham ; and believes alfo it was in and for the confidera- 
tion of the fum of 500L in regard the laid carl told him» 
the iaid William Howes, that the iaid Sir Richard Bel- 
lingham was indebted to him the fum of 500I. and that 
as foon as he £hould receive thb fame, the iaid William 
Howes fhould have lool. in part iads&dion of what was 
owing to him for his ialary; and that the other 400 1. 
was -defigned to be paid to Mr. Thomas Hackett of Dub- 
fin, merchant, to diicharge a mortgage upon the iaid 
carl's eilate, owing to one lieutenant Wade. 

And the faid Thomas Hackett, being alio examined 
upon oath, declared, that the earl of Roicommon, being 
in Dublin about a year iince, and diicourling with him, 
the feid Thomas Hackett, concerning a mortgage one lien- 
tenant Wade had upon part of the faid earl's eilate, told 
him, the iaid Thomas Hackett, that he had given order 
and diredion for the clearing of it by Mr. Edward Corker. 
And the iaid Edward Corker, who is bfother-in-law and 

2 agent 
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agent to the faid Sir Richard Bellingham, being alfo ex- 
amine4 upon -oath, declared, that he hath heard that the 
faid earl of Rofcommon did exped to have received 400I. 
of Sir Richard Bellingham, and that the fame was to have 
been paid to Mr. Thomas Hackett ; but that he the faid 
Edward Corker never made any fach contraft or bargain 
with the faid earl, neither was the faid 400I. overpaid; 
but that the original letter for payment of 3750I. to the 
faid carl, was found among Sir Daniel Bellingham*s pa- 
pers, at the time of his death. 

And one Mr. Jeremy Hall being alfo examined upon 
oath, declared, that about a year and a half, or two years 
iioce, difcourfing with William Howes about the {aid 
3750I. payment to the laid earl of Rofcommon, he told 
the faid William Howes, that he heard the &id William 
Howes, or the faid earl, had made an agreement about 
the faid warrant ; to which the faid William Howes an- 
fwered, yes ; and that he thought it was a good agree- 
ment, for that 5 col. was better than nothing. And he 
alfo, about five or fix months fince, afking Mr. Thomas 
Hackett, whether the 400I. owing by the faid earl to 
lieutenant Wade, was paid ? He anfwered, no ; but that 
Mr, Corker was to pay my lord Rofcommon 500I. out 
of which lieutenant Wade was to have 400 1. and Mr. 
Howes was to have the other iQol. 



And 
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And Thomas Taylor, comptroller of the treafurjr lin- 
ger the lord Ranelagh, Sec. being al(b examined concern- 
ing the faid matter, declared, that in the year 1 669, fa« 
was deputy-receiver to Sir George Cotterell, then vice- 
treafurer of Ireland, and that he remembers to have feen 
a copy of a letter from his Majefty for the payment of a 
certain fum of money to the earl of Rofcommon, to be 
paid out of the half year's value ; and that the payment 
thereof being propofed unto him, the (aid Thomas Tay- 
lor, he refufed to make good the fame, without a parti- 
cular diredion for that purpofe from the (aid Sir George 
Cotterell, there being no fund for the fame. 

Upon all which, I am not fatisfied that the faid 2750I. 
was ever really paid to the laid earl of Rofcommon ; and 
that if the ifame had been paid, yet it was paid many 
years after pafling the explanatory ad, when the fund 
out of which it was appointed to be paid was difchargedj 
and the faid Sir Daniel Bellingham had no legal warrant 
for the payment thereof to the faid earl, nor can rcafon- 
ably be thought to have ventured the payment of Co 
great a fum, without any warrant or authority to juftify 
the payment thereof. 

ESSEX. 
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TO SIR THOMAS CHICHLEV. 

SvKt Dublin Caftle, April 8, 1 675^ 

T HAD iboner returned an anfwer tayour's of the 28th 
•^ of January, which came to my hands the 27th of 
February, had not the journey of my fecretary, Mr. Har- 
bord, been fo near, as to give me the conveniency of 
fending it by him, who may alfo clear fome things by 
difcourfe, in cafe the remarks I have put in the margin^ 
to each particular in the paper, be not fufEciently explain- 
ed. ' The expence wiH be eonfiderable to repair, or new 
build, the feveral ftore-houfes in each garrifon, they beings 
as you obferve, all of them £0 ab^lutely ruinous ; befides,. 
the conftant charge which is neceflary to be fpent withia 
this office, viz. five thoufand pounds per annum, is, I fear,, 
more than we fhall get upon the new eftablifliment.. 
Tho', for my own part, I think no money better laid: 
out than this, yet I make no queflion, when we have ac 
parliament here,, which I hope may be within fome rea- 
fonable time, wefliall then have a fupply for fo neceflary 
a work.. I muft further tell you, that there is not one- 
company of foot in the whole army armed as they ought;, 
ib, as indeed of neceflity, they muft be all new armed: 
throughout r but that which we moft want, and indeedi 
cannot be without, is fome provifion of powder, for our 
ftores are now exceeding low. 

7 OB 
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Of theie ptf tkukrs Mr. Harbord will difcourfe with 
you at large ; dierefore I {hall fa/ no more at prefent^ 
but remain with perfect truth, 

Your moft faithful humble ferratit, 

ESSEX. 

Right Honourable, 
ACCORDING to your honour's orders and direc- 
•^ ^ tions, concerning the flores and ammunition re* 
maining in Ireland, and what is moft fit to ' be done 
therein, I have examined the remainder taken by my 
fon and Mr. Robinfon this lafl Aimmer; and having di^ 
courfed the whole afJair with them, I do humbly certify 
that the want is very great of all manner of flores, eipe- 
cially of a good marching train of artillery, which an 
eftablifhed army cannot be without ; and there will be 
a great quantity of arms and ammunition wanting in 
the publick flores and in the fettled garrifbns, which his 
Majeflly no doubt will caufc to be fupplied for the fafety 
of that kingdom, as fafl as his revenue will admit. But 
before your honour can prefent any certainty thereof to 
his Majefly, or thofe proportions or eftimates can be 
made (according as your honour has refolved), you will 
pleafe to acquaint his excellency the lord-lieutenant of 
Ireland, and receive his judgment and opinion, both as 
to the general fupply of flores to the publick magazines 

Y 2 and 
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znd garriibns, as alfo to the particular annual icpsdrs,. 
and fupplies and maintenance of the officers and under- 
officers of the ordnance, which, if your honour pleafeth^ 
may be comprized' under thefe heads i 

I. The places which are to^be fUpplied with maga- 
zines of war, and the building and repairing ftore-^houfesi 
there; 

II. The quantity of guns and .ammunitioii '£t to be 
laid up in- fudt places^ 

II-L The ftores for the feveralgarrifons, and. what thofe 
garrifbns mud be, and how many. 

IV. The yearly fupply of powder,, arms,, and' match„ 
and how the. ikme may' beft be. done, and where, and 
how to be managed, £a that the chief of the government 
of Ireland may know what is imported, or exported.. 

V. The annual charge for rqiair.of ftore-houfes, gair— 
rifons, platforms, cleaning of armsj Sec. 

VI. And laftly, the charge of the officers and under- 
officers of the artillery, and the payments of the monejr. 
for the whole expence. 

Relblutions OQ the foregoing heads.. 

To the firft. Londonderry is a much fittter place for 
tlte fioce of the province o| Ulfter than Knockfergus. 

It 
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It were alfo convenient that there were one ftorehoufe 
jnpre-at Athlone, it being the center of the kingdom,. 
and, o£ all others, the moft proper place to keep a ftrong, 
body of men conftantly together. 

To the fecond. It is conceived, that one marching 
train of artillery may be fufficient, and that to be at 
Dublin,, confiding of tv^enty brafs guns, &c. as is here 
propofed ; which number of guns may be enough, in 
legard the people of this country are not fo well fkilled> 
in af&irs of war as in other places i. and by experience 
of the laft war it was found that a few field-pieces« 
feemed very terrible, to them,, fo as the e>qpence of the 
other marching, trains may be {pared. 

It is very convenient, and indeed aeceflary, that there- 
were always a (lore of 10,000 arms at Dublin; and at 
Limerick, Galway, and Londonderry 1500 each,, as al{b 
2000 arnis at Athlone. 

To the third. Twenty guns fccms too many for Car- 
lickfbrgus, the place being much lefs condderable than is 
imagined in England ;, ten may be a competent number. 
Cork is omitted, which being, the fecond city of Ireland,, 
and a port towuj^ it were convenient there were alfb ten or 
fifteen guns mounted. It may likewife be obfervcd by the 
map, that there is too great a trad of land in the north- 
weft of Ireland left unprovided of any ftanding garrifon, 
it being fix fcore Englifli miles between Galway and 
Londonderry;, and tho' there were many little forts built 

in 
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in that country by the Englifh, it being very much of it 
a wild and boggy part, and inhabited by the mod unci* 
vilized Irifli, which forts, in time of trouble, are liable 
to furprize ; it may therefore be neceflary for his Ma- 
jefty*8 fervice, to flight them all, eftablifh one ftrong 
garrifon in that country, for which purpofe Sligo is con- 
ceived the moil convenient place, where there are al- 
ready fcveral guns. If it be conceived too expenfive to 
have (b many guns mounted here (provided there^be the 
marching train in Dublin) they may beft be fpared in the 
towns following. Dublin will need no more than eight 
or ten for firing upon folemnities or feftival days; Drog- 
heda needs none but two or three for the like occafion ; 
Kilkenny the fame ; Cork the like : but in all the other 
places, as Waterford, Duncannon and Pafl&ge, Kinfale 
and Rincorian, Limerick, Galwick, Athlone, London- 
derry, Culmore, Carrickfergus, Charlemount and Sligo, 
they are abfolutely necefl&ry. 

To the fourth. See the eftimate of the proportions of 
powder, match, and ball, as are allowed to the preient 
army, which is fomething too narrow a proportion. 
Match, cannon bullet, and leaden bullet, as alfo pikes, 
may be cheaper had in Ireland than from England. The 
law already here is, that no powder or arms be permit- 
ted to be landed or fold in Ireland but by the lord-lieu- 
tenant's licence. Some rules may be agreed upon with 
the matter of the ordnance for the execution of this. 

To 
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To the fifth. That there ought to be another ftorc- 
Iioule built in Dublin is nioft neceilary, as alfo, that there 
were a better powder-houie ; but then it were conve- 
nient that tho(c flood within feme fort, or place that were 
defenfibk ; it being a fhame to fee the (lores of a king- 
dom lb liable to furprize as they are, and have always 
been. If his Majefly fhould think fit to proceed in the 
defign of building a fort-royal on the flrand near Ringf- 
end,. as waadefigned by P. Bernard de Goine, it is, doubt- 
lefs, the only proper piece of ground where a fdrt can 
be built, fb as to be relieved by fea ; but, it is conceived^ 
that for a ftore of arms the iba air will be very prejudi- 
cial r therefore it is offered to confideration, whether a 
kSkv fort may not be built upon fbme advantageous^ 
place on the land, purpofely to fecure the flores- and 
powder ; in the mean time, that a floie-houfe be built on' 
the ground in the Caflle, where the former flore-houfe 
flood in the lord Berkley's time ; and that the new pow- 
der-houfe be fenced with a good wall of convenient 
height,, with fbme flank^rs^ as well as the place will 
6ear ; that three or four files of men may conflantly lodge 
within, to keep< it froms fuxprizc 

Anfwcr to the Refolutions. 

I. As to the firfl, your honour has formerly rcfolvedj 
riiat there fhould be four places only for lodging the 

trains 
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trains of artillery and ftores of war for the four pro- 
vinces, viz. Dublin, Limerick, Galway, and Knockfer- 
gus, or at fuch places, inftead of any of thofe, as his 
excellency and council in Ireland fliall think moft fit, as 
at Londonderry inftead of Knockfergus ; tho' the latter 
will be more convenient for his Majefty's (hipping to come 
to, and to be fupplied with more fpeed if need fhould 
require. 

IL That at Dublin there be a train of artillery, 
mounted and fit for fervice, of twenty brafs guns, viz. 
ten for battery, and ten for the field, four mortar-pieces, 
and two petards, ten thoufand arms, and all other pro- 
vifions of war anfwerable to fijch a train. 

in. At Limerick, Galway, and Knockfergus (or at 
any fuch other place as fhall be thought moft convenient, 
inftead of any of thofe) there be at each a marching 
train of ten braft guns, whereof four for battery, and 
fix for the field) two mortar-pieces, and two petards, with 
fifteen hundred arms, aod other provifions anfwerable to 
fudi a train ; fo that In -all there may be fifty brafi pieces 
ready for fervice, and may be had either already caft in 
Ireland, or by new cafting if need be. There are re- 
maining thirty-three places where fbme ftores now are, 
and formerly have been garrifons ; but your honour will 
not think it is fit to maintain all thoiW, but will defire 
h'is excellency and CGunciFs opinion what are to be 
llighted, and what kept. The moft confiderable places 

yout 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 169 

your honour has had reported to you, and here is pro- 
pofed the names of places, and what great guns each 
place might have mounted, which his excellency may al- 
ter as he pleafeth ; viz. At Dublin twenty guns to be 
mounted on ftanding or fhip carriages ; at Drogheda ten, 
at Kilkenny ten, at Duncannon and Paflage fifteen, 
(whereof ten culverin, or bigger guns,- to be (ent from 
London) at Kinfale fifteen, Rincorian thirty. Limerick 
fifteen, Galway thirty, Athlone ten, Londonderry and. 
Culmore twenty, Carrickfergus twenty, Charlemount 
ten, in all two hundred and nineteen guns, which may 
moft be had in Ireland, but the carriages moftly, and 
gunners ftores, will be wanting. 

By thefe guns (with your excellency and your ho- 
nour's approbation, after his Majefty*s pleafure declared) 
there muft be proportions and eftimates drawn and made 
accordingly, to fuch number of guns as fhall be agreed 
on (having refpedl to the ftores already in being), and the 
chief gunners at each place muft indent for the fame. 

IV. There will require a yearly fupply of powder and 
match for the army and garrifons, and for the whole 
kingdom of Ireland, for his. Majefty*s fervice, in lieu of 
what fhall be fpent, and what fhall decay. It would be 
very convenient that there fhould be a ftore-houfe, and 
plaees thereto belonging, built near Dublin, elfe the 
decayed powder muft be fent into England and changed, 
which the former would prevent. And to the end that 
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hft excellency and future governors of Ireland (hould al- 
ways know what po\yder or arms there are received in, or 
difpofed of, to the fubjcds in Ireland, or otherwife, your 
honour will pleafe to propofe to his excellency, that no 
powder or arms fhall be fold in Ireland, but fuch as ftiall 
come from England (or arms made in Ireland) which 
fhall be imported at no other places than Dublin, Knock- 
fergus, Londonderry, Galway, Limerick, Kinfale, Cork, 
and Waterford ; and that his excellency fhall be informed 
at all times of the landing of the fame, by the officers of 
the ordnance in Ireland, and not to be fold but by his 
excellency's order j with other rules to the cuflom and 
officers of the ordnance, as his excellency and your ho- 
nour fhall agree on. 

V. Concerning the annual charges of repairs of ftore- 
houfes, garrifohs, platforms, cleaning of arms, carriages, 
&c. it cannot be alcertained till fuch time as it be refolvcd 
what places and garrifbns will be pitched on by his ex- 
cellency and your honour. The great flore-houfe of 
Dublin, no doubt, mufl be new built, and the powder-^ 
houfe repaired ; and unlefs there be good care, and an- 
nual repairs made to all the refl of the flore-houfes and 
garrifons, all the provifions aforefaid will be lofi and 
ruined ; and this having been utterly negleded formerly, 
is the only caufe that there are fuch great wants at this 
time. There will require 500 barrels of powder each 
year to be fent into Ireland for the expence of the array 
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landgarrifons ; fo that I judge 5000I. per annum, will, be 
the leaft fum that can be required for thefe purpofes. 

VI. Concerning the eftablifhment and prefent falaries 
of the officers of the ordnance and gunners, it is true, 
before my lord of Eflex went into Ireland, your honour 
drew up fuch propofals as you thought fit to prefent to 
his Majefty, :and did reduce the falaries from 2177I. to 
near upon 1 5 col. per annum, but fo that the overplus, 
viz. 677I. per annum, fhould have been left free for en- 
couraging thofe that did well, paying travelling-charges, 
and to have been employed in repairs of arms, &c. but 
my lord Ranelagh finding thofe papers in Sir James 
Shaen*s hands, reduced the falaries without any fuch con- 
fideration. And as for the money, whatfoever it fhall 
be, your honour has declared, that if you may, you will 
haye it in fbme good hands depofited as it fhall come due, 
ready to be paid to fuch ufes as defigned : and that there. 
fore there may be a treafurer and paymafler for that fer- 
vice only, to receive and pay the monies according to 
orders, and for his pains and care to take 3d. in the pound 
at the moil, which your honour will leave to his excel- 
lency's approbation : and I believe fuch a man may be had. 
Thefe being the chief parts to be confidered of, and 
wherein your honour will defire his excellency *s judg- 
ment, and thereupon come to a refolution, it will follow 
then, that your honour will propofe fuch rules and orders 
to his Majefty, to be by him confirmed and eflablifhed, 

Z 2 as 



172 



LETTERS OF 



as may not 'only as well afcertain the prefent eftablifli- 
raent for falaries (your honour having declared not to ex- 
ceed the prefent 15 ooL per annum) as the future govern- 
ment of the officers and members of the ordnance : all 
which I fubmit to your honour's pleafure, ever being 

Your honour's moft obedient fervant, 

JONAS MOORE. 



An ESTIMATE of one year's expence of powder^ 
match, and ball, out of the feveral ftores in Ireland to 
the army, according to the number of troops and com- 
panies, and other accidental occafions. Anno 1674. 



Barrels of 

BaUs: 



To the life guard of horfe — — 
To 24 troops ■ ■ -^_ 

To the royal regiment — — — 
To 74 companies of foot — — • 

To the gunners at Dublin, for firing the great guns 
on the 23d of April, 29th of May, and 23d of 

Oftobcr — — — 

The great guns are ufually fired at the arrival of the 
chief governor; at the death of any general offi- 
cer; atfeftival days in divers garrifons round the 
kingdom ; firing at fhips not ftriking at forts, 
and faluting of frigates, &c. alfo for extraordi- 
nary fervice, fuch as tories alarms, &c, all which 
is eftimated at per annum — ^— 

Total of one year's expence — — - 




TQ> 
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TO THE KING. 

Dublin Caftle, April lo, 1675, 
Ma-y it please your Majesty, 

A/I" Y lord Conway, who preients your Majefty with 
"*■ "*" this letter, is a perfon that underflands this coun- 
try well, and is very affcdionate to your Majefty's fer- 
vice. He hath feveral things to acquaint your Majefty 
with, concerning afFairs here, when your Majefty fhall 
pleafe to give him an opportunity. I fhall not, there- 
fore, prefume to enumerate any particukrs, but leave 
them to the account he fhall give your Majefty, and re- 
main with all humility. 

Your Majefty's mof! faithfuF, 

andmoft obedient fubjed and fetvant,. 

ESSEX. 
TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, April lo, 1675.. 

'T^HE laft week I received advice of a veflel come in«- 

■*• to a creek about twenty miles weftward of Kin^ 

^e, which being vehemently fufpeded to be flolen from 

the; 
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. the right owners, I immediately ferit down orders to capt. 
London, commander of the Norwich frigate, to ufe his 
beft endeavours to feize this fhip, which he has fince 
done ; the particular circumftances whereof the enclo/ed 
will inform you. She proves to be a (hip of Hamburgh, 
laden in Holland, and bound for France ; wherefore, if 
you pleafe to acquaint the ambafladors of Holland where 
flie is, that t;hofe who have (hares in her may fend over 
to take care of the goods, the ordinary forms of reftor- 
ing them (hall be purfued. The enclofed will likewifc 
make known to you how barbaroufly the perfbns, who arc 
now in her, have murdered the feamen ; and this thcm- 
lelves confefs. I have confulted his Majefty's council, 
who tell me, that I need not a letter from England for 
the trial of them ; but that a commifllon of oyer and ter- 
miner may be iffued of courfe, which fhall be done. I 
am tq acknowledge two of your*s of the 30th of March, 
and 3d of Aprils and give you thanks for the letter in be- 
Jialf of Mr. Dean Roan. I have alfo, with the laft of 
your's, received his Majefty's commands concerning the 
corporations, which I fhall carefully purfue. The mat- 
ter you mention to have been difcourfed of in ,council, 
I have dircded Mr. Harbord (who this day fets fail for 
England) to clear to you; and, in the mean time, I defire 
you to continue the belief of my being, with perfed truth 
dnd cfteem, 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 
. ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORD TREASUJIER. 

My Lo r d, Dublin Caftle, Apjil lo, 1675. 

Y lord Conway, now going over, will cafe your 



M 



lordfliip of the trouble of a large letter from me, 
upon many particulars relating to this kingdom; the ftate 
whereof his lordfliip fo well knowing, and being a perfon 
really devoted to his Majefty's fervice, and one whom I 
have a great aflurance of his friendfhip and affedion, both, 
to your Idrdfhip and myfelf, you may, as I conceive,, 
fafely rely upon fuch reprefentations as he fhall make of 
matters here : wherefore there is only one concern whicli 
I fhall fill this letter with, and that is relating to the re- 
venue, leaving all others to his narration. The prefent 
farm drawing now fo near an end, it were but reafon- 
able thofe methods were foon concluded on, which (hould 
be taken after the expiration thereof. Some former let- 
ters of mine acquainted your lordfhip with my opinion, 
that putting it into farm again were moflr fit for his Ma- 
jefty's profit. And, I muft confels, I do ftill remain of 
the fame mind ; but in regard we have an eicpedation of 
a parliament here, and hope there will be fome increnfes 
made to his Majefty's intereft, it may therefore feem for 
the prefent more convenient to keep the revenue fome 
time in his Majefty's own hands ; and fo foon as the in- 
tended parliament hath met, and granted their fupplies, 

that 
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that then both be let together ; for the advance we hope 
for in the revenue being principally upon the encreafe of 
the cuftoms on feveral commodities, if the cuftoms that 
BOW are be ktt to one pack of men, and the new im- 
pofitions on the fame commodities to others, it will caufe 
fo much confufion and difpute, and will raife fo many 
queftions between them, as will much hinder the profit 
to both .: and if it lliould be let to thofe who are in pof- 
feflion of the farm, they will hardly be induced to give 
the full value of the new improvements. If any refo- 
lution be taken to keep it in his Majefty's hands for one 
year, or tho' but for half a year, it mu(l doubtlefs be 
managed by commiflioners. The principal thing to be 
apprehended in the management is, that men will more 
cafily get letters of gifts, than whilft it is in farm, and 
particularly for the remittaf of their quit-rents. But for 
thofe matters we muft guard ourfelves as well as we can; 
jand fome rules may be offered to his Majefty's confidera- 
lion, to reftrain the too eafy pafllng away of money. 
And as for the quit-rents, which are in moft danger, I 
fhall be able vtxy fpeedily to reduce them tp a certainty, 
and by diminifhing them upon all thefe lands which are 
overcharged, leave no juft ground to complain of this 
burthen. My lord Conway will be prepared to difcourfe 
with your lordfliip upon this fubjed, and to {hew you 
the methods I take in the work ; and tho' the fum put 
oUit of charge will be fome thoufands of pounds a year, 

yet 
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yet when it is confidered, that it -is taken ofF fuch lands 
•where it cannot be coUeded, or, at leaft, not without 
wafting them, none can think his Majefty's income pre- 
judiced by fuch reducements. Befides, the land which 
we (hall difcover, and thofe other in Conaught, upon the 
Settlement of that province, being brought into charge, 
which, as yet, they have not been, will more, I am fure, 
than compenfate the fum now ftruck out. The next 
thing to be provided for is, that the eftablifliment do con- 
tinue the fame as now it is, only with thofe additions for 
eafing the fheriiFs, which are already publifhed to the peo- 
ple by proclamation. And tho* I am confident the reve- 
nue will now more than difcharge it, yet while it is in the 
King's own hands, it would fure to be within bounds ; 
whereby his Majefty in the end can become no lofer. 
Thefe things being taken care of, I fee no prejudice it 
can be to retain for fome time the revenue in his Ma- 
jefty's hands : and if fit men be pitched upon for com- 
miifioners, there is no realbn why we fhould not make 
as much of it as the farmers have done : and befides, 
this benefit will arife, that we fhall better know what 
the worth of it is againft it comes to be lett. I think 
I have almoft broke my promife at the beginning of 
this letter^ that I would not trouble your lordfhip 
•with a long one, and therefore it is time to con- 
clude, which I cannot yet do without giving your 

A a lord- 
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lordfhip the afTurance^ that I am, with all finceriiy 
imaginable, 

Your lordfliip^s 

moft £iithful hmnble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Here is one Sir John Cofe, a man of a good competent 
eftate in this kingdom, who may probably be proposed 
to be a privy-counfellor. I know the gentleman weIJ> 
he is a very honefl man,, and one I ihould be willing; 
were of that numbes. 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lo R D, Dublin Caftle, April 10, 1675^, 

T HAVE confidered of the two propofals of your lefr- 
**• ter; as to the firft of them, which is. laying afide the 
cafual revenue for concordatums», I do fully approve 
thereof, and it may in many refpeds be convenient. As^ 
to the other concerning penfions, I likewife agree withj 
you in the method that they be in a lift diftin^t from- 
the other eftablifhment, that if any failure of the reve* 
nue fliould happen, the retrenchments may fall upon, 
them ; but methinks fome refpe<9: ought to be had to the. 
nature of the feveral penfions, if any of them are paid 

upoa 

/ 
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upon valuable confiderations, as that of the countefs of 
Tjrconnel, and that to the late earl of Donegal, which 
were upon thie account of purchafe, and not payments of 
mere grace and favour : befides, the fum feems very large 
you have propofed by way of limitation, viz. not to ex- 
ceed, ten thbufand pounds per annum. I obferve in the 
firft eftablifliment after his Majefty's reftoration, the pen- 
fions were but 33 29 1. los. per annum; in that of the 
year 1666, they are 3313I. ysr 6d. and in that of 
1669, 3214I. 7 s. 7d. and no more, tho* a penfion be 
therein included of 1 206 1. per aunum to my lord John 
Berkley, which, I believe, was never paid ; and why 
they fhould now be fwelled to this height of ten thou- 
iand pounds per annum, I do not well underfland, efpe- 
<aally when there is fo great a need of money for (up- 
plying the ftores of the kingdom, and I do alio fear his 
Majefty will hardly be out of debt at the expiration of 
your lordlhip's undertaking; befides, it is to be appre- 
hended, that when a parliament ihall meet, the large- 
nefs of pcnfions may be one of the things objcded againft 
the fupplying of his Majefty's wants. 

My lord Conway will difcourfe both thefe and other 
particulars with your lordfhip at large, fo as I need fay 
no more, but remain 

Your lordfhip's 

moft £iithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
Aa 2 
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Sent by the lord Conway, a copy of the propofals made 
by the earl of Strafford, duke of Grmond, and earl of 
Effex, at their coming into Ireland, being the fame 
verbatim. 

As alfo thefe two following papers concerning the no- 
minees, and concerning the charters to corporations. 

By the Declaration, there were thirty-eight perfons in 
a particular manner provided for, to be rcftored in their 
whole eftates, after reprifels firft fet out to adventurers 
and foldiers, who were in poffeflion thereof; moft of 
thoie perfons, either by being adjudged innocent, or by 
particular provifoes contained in the AA of Settlement on 
their behalf, have been reftored to their eftates,. and are 
in pofleflion of them. 

By the Ad of Explanation, all the reft of thofe thirty- 
eight perfons, who had not upon the firft adb been re- 
ftored to their eftates, together with as many more as 
make up in all fifty-four perfons (who are commonly 
called Nominees) are provided for, to be reftored by the 
commiflloners for executing the faid ad to their feve- 
ral principal houfes, and two, thoufand acres of land 
thereunto adjoining, if they .or their anceftors J^a^ fb 
much as two thoufand acres on the 2 2dof Odober 1641. 
And the adventurers and foldiers who were to be removed, 
to make way for their reftitution, were to be firft Jatif- 
fied by ibme other forfeited lands, to be fet out to them 
8 by 
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bj cominiflioners for execution of the faid ad, equal in 
value, worth, and purchafe to the houfes and lands from 
which they fhould be removed ; and the perfbns then in 
pofleilion were to detain the profits of the faid lands, un- 
til the faid commif&oners ihould have fet out reprifals to 
them ; and all perfonswho, after reprifals fet out to them 
by the commiiHoners, fhould refufe to accept of fuch re- 
prifals, were to be accountable for the profits of the land» 
to the pcrfons who ought to be reftored thereunto, from 
the time of fetting out fuch reprifals. 

Manyof thefe nbminees are in pofiefBon of all the 
lands whereunto they were to have been reflored by the 
iaid ad, others of them are only in pofiefHon of part of 
their faid lands ; fome of them hold lands in Conaught, fee 
out unto them upon their tranfplantation in the ufurper's 
time, and fome of them are reftored to little or no part 
of their former eftates, the commifiioners for executing 
the &id ad having not fet out any reprifals to the per- 
fons in pofleffion of the lands, whereunto they were to. 
have been reftored by reafon of the claufe (page 11) of 
the explanatory ad, that they were required to take care 
that the eftates and interefts of his Majefty's proteftant 
fubjeds fhould be fettled with all convenient fpeed, and 
that fuch parts of the faid ad as had a tendency there- 
unto, fhould be put in execution in the firft place, and 
before any parts of the faid ad which relates to other 
matters. 

Such 



i'82 L E T T E R S O F 

Such of the fifty-four perfons, who bjr the Declaration 
were to have been reftored to their whole eftates, can only 
pretend now to be reftored to their principal houfes, and 
two thoufand acres adjoining thereunto, by feafon of a 
claufe (page 8) of the explanatory ad:, that all fuch per- 
ibns who had not then been adjudged innocent, are bar- 
red and excluded from all and fingular claims and de- 
mands not particularly allowed and provided for by the 
faid explanatory ad ; and alfo by another claufe (page 51) 
all daufes in the Ad of Settlement which do not con- 
fift with the efiedual execution of the explanatory ad, 
arc thereby repealed. 

Concerning the fatisfadion of fuch <^ the nominees, 
who arc yet deficient of the provifion made f<w them, 
thele matters may feem to be moft confiderable. 

I, Whether fuch of the Nominees who are now out 
of pofiefllon of the lands whereunto they were by the 
iaid ad to have been reftored, can now be legally re- 
ftored ? In regard thofe perfons in pofteflion thereof were 
by the ad to have been reprifed by the commiflioners for 
executing the faid ad, and have pafied certificates and 
patents of thofe lands, with laving of the nominees 
rights after they ftiould be reprifed by the commiflioners 
for executing the faid ad, which being all particularly 
named in the faid ad (page i o8j, and three years being 
the utmoft time allotted to them for the execution of the 
faid ad, which are long fince elapfed ; whether any 

other 
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other perfbns can now be appointed as commiffioners, to 
fet out repriials to the perfons now in poffeffion of any 
part of the faid nominees eftates, fo as the faidn nominees, 
may be able to recover their eftates from them, in cafe 
they fhall refofe to accept of fuch reprifals ? 

II. Whether the feid nominees may not have part of the 
tmdi^fed forfeited lands that fhall be difcovered, granted' 
to them, in latisfadion of the provifion defigned for 
them by the faid a£t, before all the proteftant interefts 
provided for by the faid ad are firft fatisfied (whereof 
many are yet deficient); or whether, that claufe requiring: 
die proteftant interefts to be firft fatisfied, was to be con- 
conftrued only to extend to the commiffioners appointed 
for executing the faid ad, and to be in force only dur- 
ing the time; of their fittings and not to oblige the 
King as to the diflcibutbn of the forfeited lands yet un- 
difpofdd of ^ 

III. Whether fuch of the faid Nominees, who now en- 
joy lands in Conaught or Clare in lieu of their former 
eflates, ought not to accept thereof towards fatisfadion of 
the provifion which,, by the explanatory ad, was made for 

•^em.^ 

IV. There being by a claufe (page i'27) of the faid ad 
of explanation, one year*s rent appointed to be paid out: 
of all the lands reftored to any papift, by any. decrees of 
the late commiffioners for executing the adr of fettlcmenty, 
bearing date after the.2d.day of Jply, in the year 1 663, over 

6 and: 
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and above the year's value already paid by them, the 
fame to be paid to fuch Irifli papifts as ferved under his 
Majefty s enfigns abroad, and are particularly^ mentioned 
in his MajeAy's declaration, and were feized of any lands 
on the 23d of Odober 1641, to which they are not yet 
reftored, in fuch proportions as the lord-lieutenant of the 
kingdom ihall think fit ; whether the faid year's rent may 
not now be raifed, and part of the monies that fhall be 
received thereupon, may not be paid to fuch of the no- 
minees as are deficient, and come under the qualification 
in the faid claufe mentioned ; or how his Majefly would 
be pleafed that the faid year's rent fhaU be difpofed of, 
when the fame fhall be thought fit to be raifed ? 

This is the State of the Cafe of the Nominees, together 
with the feveral quefiions of law that may arife there- 
upon ; it is therefore humbly propofed to his Majefly 's 
confideration in order to their fatisfadion, and that 
ithis clamour may no longer refl upon his Majefly : 

I. That there be a true eflimate made of the value of 
thefe very lands intended them by the ad, which va- 
lujes will vary according to thp feveral coynties wherein * 
they lye. 

II. What proportion of lands, or other advantages 
each man now enjoys or hath received, and that the fame 
Jbe rated according to their true worth ; that fo it may 

appear 
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appear what the deficiencies of any of them are ; or if 
fome have not more than ever the aft intended them 
and therefore ought to own the furplus, as it is purely his 
Majefty*s favour that they enjoy the fame, and not be 
preffing for new grants ; and that thofe who have lefs 
than their due, may have it fupplied by fome difcovered 
lands, in cafe it fhall be refolved, that by law they can- 
not have thofe very lands intended them by the aft. 

Memorandum. There was alfo at the fame time fent 
over by my lord Conway, a fcheme of thofe Nominees, 
formerly enclofed in a letter to the carl of Arlington, 
(bearing date, and therewith co- 

pied) with this addition at the bottom thereof. This is 
what appears upon record, and it is certainly known that 
many of thefe men enjoy more lands than is here ex- 
prcfled, and poflibly others may have but fome of the 
lands herein mentioned, being recovered by fuits of law; 
yet this fcheme may be a good foundation for an enquiry 
into each man's particular cafe. 

Concerning the Charters to Corporations. 

TN moft pf the corporations of Ireland, the freemen 
-*■ were generally papifts in the year i64r, and fo 
continued till about 1654;. and although moft of the 
perfons who were then free, may now be prefumed to be 

B b dead, 
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dead, yet there being a cuftom in moft ccwporatians, that 
all the fons of freemen are alfo free of the corporations 
whereof their fathers were free, there cannot but be now 
very many papifts living, who are entitled to their free- 
doms in their feveral corporations. Since the ending of 
the rebellion all the magiftrates in corporations have been 
generally proteftants, and many proteftants have been 
alfo admitted to their freedoms ; and in the Ufurper's 
time, all the papifts that were freemen were hindered 
from enjoying the benefit of their freedoms. 

Since the King's reftoration^ many dilputes have hap- 
pened concerning the papifts, who were formerly free, 
being admitted again into the corporations. 

By a letter from the King, dated the 2 2d of May, 
1661, his Majefty declared his pleafure, that the refpec- 
tive former inhabitants, natives and freemen, and fuch as 
had right to be freemen in any of the cities or towns in 
this kingdom, fliould be forthwith reftored to their ac- 
cuftomed privileges and immunities, and admitted to 
trade in the faid refpeftive cities and towns as freely as 
heretofore, without making any national diftindion, or 
giving any interruptions upon pretence of diiFerence- of 
judgment, or opinion in matters of religion. Notwith- 
ftanding this letter, many of the antient freemen, that 
were papifts, were kept out of feveral of the corporati- 
ons. In the A<a of Settlement, or Explanation, there is 

no 
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no claufe that hinders any papift from buying or taking 
any leafcs of any forfeited houles from the forty-nine offi- 
cers, without licence of the lord-lieutenant and council. 

His Majefty afterwards, by his letters bearing date the 
26th of February 1671, in the time of the lord Berk- 
ley's government, did again declare his pleafure, that all 
the antient freemen of the re(pe<9:ive corporations, fhould 
enjoy their former freedoms and privileges ; and that a 
general licence fhould be given to papifts, to hire or pur- 
chafe any forfeited houfes in corporations, which was ac- 
cordingly done, and his Majefty 's pleafure therein pub- 
lilhed by proclamation of the lord-lieutenant and coun- 
cil, bearing date the 8th of May 1671. 

The rules lince made by the lord-lieutenant and coun- 
cil, in purfuance of a claule contained in the ad of Ex- 
planation, does hinder all papifts from being magiftrates 
in corporations, unlefs difpenfed with by the lord-lieute- 
nant from taking the oath of Supremacy ; but nothing 
in thofe rules takes away from them the benefit of their 
freedoms ; yet in feme of their corpoi-ations (in which 
the number of proteftants is great) many of the papifts 
are ftill kept out and hindered from their freedoms, as 
particularly in Cork, which is now wholly inhabited by 
proteftants, and the antient natives or freemen are either 
difpofed in the country abroad, or do only inhabit in 
the fuburbs without the walls, but the trade is almoft 
wholly carried on by the proteftants. Upon renewing 

B b 2 of 
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of charters, great difputes are likely to arife between the 
prefent inhabitants and antient natives of feveral of the 
corporations concerning the hindering of the antient na- 
tives from, or admitting them to, the benefit of their 
freedoms. If they fhould be hindered from their free- 
doms, they will complain that there is no law to take 
that benefit from them ; that it is unrcalbnable to hinder 
them from trading, and may be alfo prejudicial to the 
King in his cuftoms, and will force them, to withdraw 
their flocks beyond the feas, and that it is againfl the 
King's pleafure exprefly declared by his feveral letters, 
and fince made publick by proclamation, upon confi- 
dence whereof (it will be pretended) many have come 
over to inhabit here ; that by the rules, papifts^ who are 
foreigners, may be admitted to be free in the corporar 
tions here, and that it will be hard to bar papifts, who 
are natives, from enjoying that freedom which hath been 
already granted them. If they fhould all be generally 
admitted by the new charters to enjoy the benefit of their 
freedom, the proteflant inhabitants will complain that 
the corporations will be all prefently filled with papifts 
as they were in the year 1641, and the proteftant inha- 
bitants thereby difcouraged ; that the number of the an- 
cient freemen, who are papifls, will be much greater 
than of proteftants, and thereby they will have the choice 
of parliament men, and the houfe of commons thereby 
will be filled with papifts, who are not,, by any law of 

fbrcsL 
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force here, hindered from fitting in the houfe : that it 
will be tmreafonable that fuch, who, by reafba of their 
not being adjudged innocent, have forfeited their eftates, 
ihould be admitted to continue their freedoms ;. and it is 
to be feared^ that the prefent proteftant inhabitants, who 
will generally fblicit and take out the charters, will 
hardly be at the charge of renewing them, if any provi- 
fion fhould be therein made for all the antient freemen to 
be reftored to their freedoms. 

What expedients to propoie herein feems to be very 
difficult, and it will be hardly poOible to propoie any 
that may fatisfy both parties. 

It may, perhaps, be a middle way, to admit only 
thofe papifls to their freedoms, who do now adually en- 
joy the benefit thereof, whereby thofe papifts, who have 
not yet been admitted thereunto by the corporations 
themfelves, may be excluded' ; or elfe to provide that 
thofe papiils who have been adjudged innocent, and their 
heirs and children fliall enjoy the benefit of thofe free- 
doms, whereby only thofe who have not been admitted 
to enjoy their eftatcs, will be hindered from their free- 
doms : but it is to be doubted, whether either of thefc 
will iatisfy the parties concerned.. 
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TO SIR WILLIAM TEMPLE. 

Sir, Dublin Caftlc, April 13, 1575. 

T MUST acknowledge myfelf to be in arrear to you 
**' for feveral letters, the laft I received this morning 
dated the 9th of April, N. S. which brings me the good 
news of the prince of Orange's recovery. That difeafe 
he is ill of, hath been very fatal to his family, which 
made all men apprehenfive of him ; I am fure there is 
none rejoiceth more at his efcape than myfelf, being very 
fenfible how great a lofs he would have been to all true 
proteftants. 

The reafon I fo feldom trouble you with letters, is in- 
deed becaufe we have fo little in thefe dull parts worth 
your knowledge ; but a particular happening her^ re- 
lating to fome men where you are, I fliall give you an 
account of it. A fliip coming into fome of the remote 
parts of this kingdom, was, by the farmers officers, ve- 
hemently fulpeded to be ftolen ; and, upon notice to me, 
I ordered one of his Majefty's frigates to feize her, where- 
upon all is difcovered ; for the relation of which I fhall 
refer you to the examination herewith inclofed. J wrote 
the laft week to Mr. fecretiry Coventry, dedring him to 
communicate this affair to the Dutch ambaffador, that fo 
the owners might come to their goods again ; but if this 
arrive fooner, you may pleafe to acquaint fome merchants 

here- 
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herewith to let thefe men know it ; all the care that can 
be, is taken for prefer ving the goods from embezzlement, 
until the owners fend perfons authorized to look after 
them : fome goods thefe people (as the examination fhows) 
did fell when they firft came on fliore, but captain Lon- 
don had on board with him, by order, a fufficient perfbn 
who nailed down the hatches as foon as the {hip was feized, 
{o I am confident thofe poor men, who own hei", will 
lofe nothing of what was in her when fhe was taken. We 
are big with expcftation of what will be done this fcflions 
of parliament. Pray God fend his Majefty good fuccefs, 
and that the meeting may prove happy to the kingdom. 

I am, 

With all fincerity imaginable, 

Your excellency's mod faithful 

humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftlc, April 13, 1675. 

I HAVE many of your letters, and I find by their 
feveral dates, that all you have wrote are come to my 
hands, the laft which came by this morning's port, bears 

A date 
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date the 6th inftant. Mr. Seymor is alfo ariivred, and 
hath brought your letter of five fheets, and the other pa- 
pers, fo as you may be fecure that all are lafely with me. 
As to Mr. fecretary Coventry, I have as great an es- 
teem for him as for any man living, and know him to 
be as much my friend as is poffible, and am very forry 
when things do happen, which I am fure is not through 
my default, to make him entertain the lead jealoufies. 
That I might pay. him all the refpedt imaginable, when 
I firft entered into his Majefty*s fervice, I refolved to obey 
fuch commands as I received from him, and to purfue 
thofe methods, which himielf was pleafed to put his bu- 
finels in ; for fliould I do other, I were not fervant but 
mafter. My lord of Arlington, who J muft needs fay 
was as juft to me as myfelf could defire, did once take 
great offence at the method through which fome things 
pafled without his knowledge, which he conceived his 
office as fecretary entitled him to ; but when he iaw the 
orders I had received, and the dire(5i:ions not to commu- 
nicate them, he refted fatiified I had done him no wrong. 
If the King does diftribute his bufinefs into the hands of 
thofe to whofe employments they do not properly belong, 
how can I hejp it ? Therefore, I defire you, above all 
things, to give Mr. fecretary Coventry a full affurance, 
not only of my juflice towards him, but of my fervice 
and kindnefs wliencver I have an opportunity to evidence 
it; for really, between yourfelf and me, there is no man 

in 
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in this age I value more than himfelf, and I-am very con- 
fident when this matter comes all to light, he will be far 
from having any ill thoughts of me. I have forborn the 
writing to him upon this fubjedb, being more capaWe to 
be explained by difcourfe, and have delired Mr. Harbord 
to do it efFeftually. 

In relation to the matter of Eflex-houfe, I am ftill of 
the fame mind I was, that it was no improper thing for 
the King to give, nor any way unfit for me to receive; 
neither do I underftand why my accepting of a grace 
fi-om his Majefty, muft therefore engage me with parties ; 
But I believe that affeir, tho* utterly againft my mind, is 
now quite at an end. My lord chief juftice Povey I have 
ipoke with, whom I find not inclined to leave this coun- 
try, fo that his friends were too forward in moving any 
thing thereunto. I have had fo many letters to write Jto- 
day, and intending a hunting journey into the country 
to-morrow, I have time to fay no more, but remain 

Your moft affedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

As to what relates to my brother Ned's good, I fhall 
lend you over an account fo foon as I return. 

Cc TO 
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TO MR. THINNE. 



Si a; Dublin Caftle, April 13, 1^75;^ 

T HAVE yours of April the 6th, wherein you mind 
**• me, that in pafling the charters to corporations, care 
"be taken of the rights belonging to the admiralty : here 
is already a letter of his Majefty's upon this fubjed:, 
which is lodged with Mr. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor, with 
fpecial diredions that nothing do pafs to the infringe* 
ment of their rights. 

By the laft pacquet I gave Mr. Secretary an account of 
a fhip we had taken here, which was ftolen from the 
owners thereof by fome Englifli and Irifli gentlemen j 
having nothing of importance now to trouble him with^ 
I have enclofed to you a further account of that matter^ 
together with the examinations of fbme of thofe who 
Vere taken aboard the (hip, which I defire you to ac- 
quaint him with, and remain, 

Your moft affedtionate fervant, 

ESSEX, 

TO THE COUNTESS OF ORRERY. 

Mao AM, Dublin Caftle, April 13, 1675. 

T HAVE received the favour of your ladyfhip's letter, 

•*- dated April the 9th concerning Mr. Walfingham's 

parting with his enfign's place, which I am willing he 

8 fliould 
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fliould do, and colonel St. Leger's fon come in his room, 
fuppofing the latter to be at leaft eighteen or nineteen 
years of age. Mr. Walfingham has fome debts in this 
town which do not exceed fifteen pounds, wherefore if 
your ladyfhip pleafe that order be taken for the payment 
of them when he parts with his commands, my ileward 
ihall return the particulars. 

The letters which came in from England this morn* 
ing, tell us that the prince of Orange is fo well recovered 
of the fmall-pox; that he begins to fit. up. I defire your 
ladyfhip will be pleafed to prefent my fervice to your lord, 
dnd let him know that I would have wrote to him, but 
that I have lately been a little indifpofed. I wifh you 
both a good journey, and remain. 

Your lady{hip*s moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, April 13, 1^75. 

T HAVE yours of the 10th inftant, and approve well 
■^ of enlarging the foldiers quarters, as alfo of {pending 
the bifcuit, which I prefume if longer kept will be worfe 
As for the horfe, I conceive they may agree for thei 
fummer's grazing, the Ipring drawing on fo fail. Th 

Cc 2 affigi 
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aflignmervts were fent down the laft Saturday, fb as ere 
this you cannot but have received them. Mr. Taylor 
tells me that he flopped no money out of colonel Salk- 
feild's company the laft pay-day, and that was the reafon 
he had forty pounds this time, and twenty the next, and 
{o oh in the like proportion till his debts are paid. Our 
letters come in from London this morning, tell us that 
the prince of Orange is now {o well of the imall-pox,, 
that he begins to fit up, and the nth day being pafl^ it- 
is confidently hoped the danger with him is over. 

I am, youE faithful and moft affectionate fervant,, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD MASSEREEN. 



I 



My Lord, Dublin Cattle, April 13, 1675.'- 

HAVE your lordfhip's of the loth inflant, and be* 
ing to go upon a hunting journey into the county pf 
Kildare to-morrow, I have £0 many difpatches t6 make 
by the poft this eveningj that I cannot fend you diredions 
to-night, but fo foon as I return, you fhdl hear further 
from, 

Your lordfhip's moft afFedionate fcrvanty 

ESSEX 



TO 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Greenhills, April 18, 1675* 

T HAVE received yours of the 10th of April, together 
with the paper inclofed, it being a copy of that de* 
livered at the council-board. I happen to be now in the 
country on a hunting journey, and my papers and in- 
ftruftions all at Dublin, fo as 'till I return thither, which 
will be on Wednefday next, I cannot be fully pofitive ia- 
what I write : thus much only upon my memory I will 
take liberty to inform you, that as to thoie parts of the 
paper which mention an inftrudiion fent hither unto me, 
it is right in the fubftance, for fuch an inftrudion I did 
receive ; but I do believe the words are not exadly the 
i&me, when I fhall come to compare them. For the 
other part, which feems to be a piece of a letter, moving: 
for fome further inftrudions, I know not from whence 
that letter ftiould come. It is penned in the third per- 
ibn : I am fure I never wrote any to the effed therein 
mentioned, as defiring thofe inftrudions to be further en- 
larged. True it is, that after the receipt of thefe orders,, 
counter-figned by my lord treafurer, I did write to his- 
lordfhip, taking notice, that as for letters of grants, &c. 
within the fcope of thofe my private inftruftions, and 
which I had formerly received, and were not yet pafled,. 
it fhould fuffice to acquaint his lordfhip with the fub- 
ftance, and fend copies thereof to him, and receive his. 

opiniom 
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opinion thereupon ; but that for the future I deflred all 
letters of thefe natures might come ia the form prefcrib- 
cd, that ib I might be juftified in my adings here, for 
otherwife J fhould be much to feek what to do. This it 
the truth of the-matter, to the beft I can remember ; but 

« 

having ordered Mr. Harbord to give you full latisfadtion 
in the gafe, I fuppofe that will be done before this letter 
can arrive. I can only fey, that when I firft entered in- 
to his Majefty's fervice, I took up a refolution of entire 
obedience to his commands, and to purfue the bufinefe 
committed to my charge, by thofe methods himfelf fhould 
prefcribe. Nor do I indeed fee how I can do other, un- 
lefs I would make myfelf mafler. Neither is it fit any 
man fhould command, that does not himfelf know how 
to obey. I do and will acknowledge to all men, that 
fince you have been in the flation where you are, I have 
not only received all the juflice imaginable, but all the 
kindnefs from you I could exped : nor fhall I ever fhew 
myCeU unworthy of the many fevours you have been 
pleafed to do me. It is difBcult at this diflance by letter 
to clear all particular occurrences which may happen ; 
but having commands not to communicate thefe inflruc- 
tions, I did not fb much as let my fecretary Mr. Har- 
bord know of them, tho* he was here when they came, 
le then intending a journey foon for England ; but at 
lis late return I did tell him of them, in regard he 
light -mind me to be conformable thereunto: and as I 

have 
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Rave already faid, I hope he has cleared the matter with 
you, for whofe friendfhip I have a moft invaluable efteem, 
and remain with perfed fincerity,. 

Your moft feithful, and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE EARL OF ORRERY. 

My Lor o, Grtenhills, April 18, 1575. 

T HAVE received yours of the 1 3 th, concerning the 
"*• tories, who have lately been out, and wherein you al- 
io give me notice that their protedions are near expired. 
I look upon thefe fort of people to be pretty difficult to- 
deal withal, and therefore, if your lordftiip- thinks fit, 1 
conceive you may enlarge their protections for a fortnight 
or twenty-one days longer j and that you pleafc to name 
ibme perfon to me, cither Mr. Chimens^ or whom elfe 
you judge proper, to leave a power in your abfence to' 
treat with them^ and I fhall accordingly inftrud fuch^ 
perfons you nominate, who conferring with others of the 
gentlemen likewife employed in the fame county on the 
like defign, may do that which is beft for his Majefty*s 
fcrvice, and the quiet of his fubjeds there. 

I have nothing further to add, but to wifh your lord- 
ihip a happy voyage, and remain, 

Yx)ur lord(hip*s moft faithful humble fervant^ 

ESSE X.- 
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TO MR. H A R B O R D. 

Sir,' Dublin Caftle, April 19, 1675; 

T H AVE received your letter from Chefter, and by the 
"^ fame pacquet I had one from Mr. fecretary Coventry, 
whereby I find that he knows of the fubftance of my in- 
ftrudions. I would have you take all the care you can 
to fet things right with him, which is all I have to fay 
^tprefent, remaining 

Your moft afiedionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, April 24, 1675^ 

TILL thefe late letters I could never tinderftand the 
bottom of the afiairs concerning my private in- 
ilrudions, and the grounds of Mr. fecretary Coventry 
taking fomething relating to them ill from me : fo as I 
fear all I have hitherto wrote, and all the dire^ons fent 
by Mr. Harbord, may prove inefFe&ual towards the 
giving him that fatisfadion, which indeed I acknowledge 
to be his due. Mr. Harbord's letter of the 17th inftant, 
tells me, that the debate upon this fubjed was very warm 
between my lord treafurer and Mr. fecretary Coventry, 
aad ^hat in the end m^ lord treafurer did affirm, that 

Mb 
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thefe private inftni<5lions were defired, and wrote for by 
me, and that he had twenty letters to fhew to that 
efFed ; which is fo far from truth, that it never entered 
into my thoughts or imagination to afk for them. Nor 
did I fo much as dream or know of them, till they were 
delivered to me at Dublin. Neither did I write the leaft 
iy liable either to my lord treafurer, or any perfon elfe 
whatever, to propofe them. They confift of four in- 
ftrudions ; the firft whereof hath been made publick in 
council, but none of the other : and having, together 
with them, received commands not to communicate 
them, till I am releafed by the fame hand, viz. his Ma- 
jefty's, I cannot give out any copy of the reft. Imme^ 
diately upon the receipt of thefe inftrudions, I wrote to 
my lord treafuter on the 14th of Auguft, in the words of 
the paper Number I. A while after, in a letter of mine 
to my lord treafurer, dated Auguft 2 2d, you will find 
the paftage Number II. About two months after that, 
perceiving letters, notwithftanding thefe my private in- 
ftrudions, ftill come in the fame form as heretofore, Co 
as I know not how to give anfwers to them, in another 
letter to my lord treafurer (copy whereof is Numb. III.) 
I endeavoured to have the matter for the future regulated. 
Mr. Harbord further tells me, that I had wrote to my 
lord Ranelagh the other day, to defire him to move my 
lord treafurer for a refolution from the King what I 
ihould do with thofe letters and diredlions which lay be- 

P d fore 
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fiates His cafe himfelf ; and tho* there be another party 
concerned, he is ieldom or never heard -, and the letter 
' drawn up by the petitioner himfelf, with any clauses he 
thinks fit to infert : fb as I could give inftances where 
matters determinable at law have been adjudged by let- 
ters. But, indeed, the greateft miichief comes to fuch 
aiiairs as relate to the King himfelf, as remittals of quit- 
rents, and other particulars within the revenue, which 
upon any fuggeftion, without examination, pais, and 
then I am forced to deny things after the King's hand i» 
to them, which is a great hardship upon me. Howeverr 
to my knowledge, I have not complained to any thereof, 
but to the fecretary himfelf, viz. my lord of Arlington, 
in a letter bearing date the 25th of April 1673, wherein 
I prefumed to conjedure, that fome orders would be en- 
deavoured to be obtained in England. The words of 
the letter are thefe. ** I am forced to guefs at what is. 
" intended to be done, and upon thofe probabilities, to 
** give my lenfe of it to your lordfhip, which I had ra- 
" ther do before orders be paft, than to be put to con- 
** tradid or argue againft them after they are figned. 
** This difficulty, I am apt to forefee, will perpetually 
" attend this employment, &c.'* And, indeed, it 
makes the place very troublefome, and mult, in my ap- 
prehenfion, be ingrateful to the King himfelf, to have fa 
many of his letters denied by his minifter, and yet I can- 
tiot avoid the doing of it j this, I do afTure you, that I 

never 
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never made any propo&l into England concerning the 
altering of thofe methods : however, in my own thoughts, 
I do believe, they deferve Ibme confideration. One thing 
more I had almoft forgot, which was, that in one of 
your late letters, Mr. fecretary Coventry had feemed to 
you a little troubled concerning a letter I had wrote to 
my lord treafurer about the diforders of this city, fay- 
ing, it was fuller than the reprefentations I had made ta 
him. It is true, my lord treafurer s letter was more 
large : and it was nece{&ry, if I wrote to him at all, it 
ihould be fo in regard I was to ripp up to his lordfhip the 
whole affair from the beginning, he not having any 
knowledge at all of the matter. But if Mr. fecretary 
Coventry will compare both his letters, viz. that of the 
3d of February, and that of the loth of February, he 
will find them as complete to the prefent flate of the 
bufinefs as the other ; and for the narrative of what pafled 
three or four years ago, I knew he was fully acquainted 
with it by fome former accounts given him. I wrote to 
my lord treafurer, becaufe I had found his friendfhip up- 
on other- occafions ; and if I had wrote to three or four 
of my acquaintance of the committee for foreign al?airs> 
a flate of this matter, I fuppofe I had been guilty of no 
error, provided I did not negleft to acquaint the princi- 
pal fecretary with the thing. 

As for Mr. fecretary Coventry, I conceive I need add. 
nothing to convince you of the value I have for him, as 

a worthy 
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a worthy gentleman, and in relation to myfelf in parti- 
x:ular. Had he depended upon, or been raifed by me 
from nothings he could not have done more, both of 
juftice and kindnefs to me in the employment where he 
is, than he hath conftantly performed. I have this only 
thing to complain of, that upon a fuggcftion, before I 
were heard, he would imagine any thing unkindly of 
me; and, indeed, I hope, for the future, he will believe 
me to be a plain man, without artifice, and one, who 
in a dired courfe, purfues his Majefty's commands. I 
confefs, I am in fome wonder, to find all my letters re* 
lating to thefe inftru<Sions fo coherent one with another, 
and all of them, fb much as was fit for me, endeavouring 
that rules for paffing of grants might be known and fet- 
tled ; for it is very poflible, among fb many diverfities of 
affairs and multitude of letters as I wrote, I might let 
fall fom6 expreflions inconfiftent even with my own in- 
tention : but I do ajfTure you, I have flridly looked over 
all my late letters, and cannot fee any thing of import- 
ance in them upon this fubjed but what I have fent you. 
If any thing fhould hereafter happen that may occafion 
Mr. fecretary Coventry to have any hard thoughts of me> 
I hope he will let you know the bottom thereof before 
he give credit to it; for there is not any man in the 
King's dominions for whom I have a greater efteem than 
himfelf. 

J am, your moft afFedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 
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Fart of my letter to my lord Treafurcr, dated Auguft 14, 

1674. Numb. I. 

" I perceive by his Majefly's private inftrudions whicE 
* have lately come to me, that much of the bufinefs of 
** this kingdom will pais through your lordfhip*s hands ;. 
^ and as I fhall be puntSlual in purfuing his MajeftyV 
" commands, 9> fhall I be careful not only to pay your 
»<• lordfliip the reipeft due to your place, but likewife up- 
«* on all occasions to exprels a moft particular regard to* 
" your perfbn, and to fhew the value I have of your 
" lord/hip's good opinibn.'" 

Part of my letter, to my lord Treafurer,. dated Auguft 22^ 

1674. Numb. JL 

" In pur{\iance of Bi» Majefly's inffrudtions-, your 
•* lordfhip will enclofed receive copies of Several of his 
« Majefty*s letters which have lately come to my hands, 
•* to all which rhave given fome ftop, *till fuch time as 
" 1 could, by your lordihip, receive a fignification of 
** his Majefty*s pleafure upon them. Thefe inftrudions 
" will, I am< confident, be of advantage to his Majefty*s. 
" affairs,^ by preventing divert irregular grants, which 
•* othcrwife could not be refifted. I fhall not fail of do- 
•* ing my part, tho* it will engage me in fome difEcul- 
•* ticsr for, if thefe ioflrudions be made known, men 

«* will* 
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" will get claufes in letters to fuperfede them ; and if I 
« keep them fecret, it will not be very eafy for me to 
« anfwer their importunities^ and to take fo great a load 
** upon me as the denying every body. However, when 
«« letters of thefe natures do come, 1 fliall find fome pre- 
" tence or other to refpite the execution of them, 'till I 
« make a reprefentation to your lordfliip, and I muft rely 
« upon your lordfliip's firmnefs to fupport me in Eng- 
«< land againft the clamours of all thofe who will take 
«< themfelves to be difobliged by me/* 

Part of my letter to my lord Treafurer, dated Odober 24, 

1674. Numb. III. 

■«— " In the firft of my private inftruftions it is direded, 
*« that I fliall not iflue any warrants or order upon his 
« Majefty's letters, for granting or difpoling any revenue 
« lands, quit-rents, &c. unlefs in the preamble of fuch 
^ letter it be particularly mentioned, that the fame, be- 
« fore figned by his Majefty, was referred to the lord 
w high Treafurer of England, whofe report thereupon, 
*< is alfo in the faid preamble to be repeated. As for fuch 
" letters which were received by me before thefe inftruc- 
** tions came, the acquainting your lordfhip with the 
** fubftance of them, and receiving your anfwer there- 
'< upon, fliall fufEce to guide my proceedings ; but, for 
*^ the future; I defire all letters may be framed fuitable 
f^ to this inftrudion; and therefore, if your lordfliip 

8 *« pkafe, 
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« pleafe, to begin with this of my lord of CarKngford, 

" whom I have advifed to addrefs himfelf to you, and 

** have the preamble of the letter altered according to 

" form : it will doubtlefs be both fafeft to me, and beft 

*' for his Majefty's fervice, in regard that grants of this 

*' nature cannot have too many tefts before they pafs." 

Part of lord Ranelagh's letter to me, dated March 23, 

1674-5, Numb. IV. 

— «* I have enclofcd lent your excellency Mr. SolUcitor 

" GeneraFs letter, which was figned before the King 

*« went to Newmarket, but I thought it not convenient 

f' to fend it away until I had firft (hewn it to my lord 

<< treafurer, which I have now done, and given him an 

« account what your excellency was pleafed to write to 

«* me in his &vour. The letter my lord very well ap- 

« proves of, both becaufe your excellency recommends 

** it, and becaufe he hears from all hands how ufeful a' 

<< fervant Mr. Sollicitor hath been in the King*s a&irs 

" there. But hereafter, my lord defires your excellency, 

** that indead of recommending a letter, you would re- 

** commend a petition, containing the defire of the 

•« party in whofe favour you Ihall think fit to write ; be-" 

« caufe he doth intend, fo foon as the court returns from 

*' Newmarket, to git an order pafTed at council, that no 

" requeft (hall be made to the King for the difpofal of 

" either money or land in Ireland, but by way of peti- 

E e " tion. 
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*^ tion> which, after (hewn his Majefty^ is to be referred 
** to the lord treafurer, whofe report, together with the 
** fubftance of the petkion^ are hereafter to be mentionr 
*< ed in die preamble of what letters lus Majefty fhali 
" fign J which certainly is the beft> if not the only way 
*^ to fecnre us in Ireland againft the crowd of letters. 
^* which misinformations do comoAonly procure.*^ 



TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

DtA% BnqTBBB, DuUin Caflle, Apdl 34, iSyg^ 

"'X^HE letter I have wrote concerning Mr. fecretary 

"^ Coventry, yon may ihow him, together with the 
papers inclofed ; if that will not giye him fatisfadion, I 
know not what to {ay more. I would be glad the mattec 
were thoroughly G&cdy whether my locdtreafiirec dad dc^ 
clare at the council that I had defired him to procure 
thefe inftrudions; and that you enquired of £>me of the 
privy counfelloBs who wece then psefsat :■ but pray let me 
know it upon good psoof. I defire you to take care that 
you believe not parties in the caie,, who perhaps may fet 
me ill with the King's minifters. Ifhould be glad if fome 
who were prefenc would write toe the words in a letter ;. 
it is poflible Mr. Harbord may be in- a miftake, and if fcv 
it were well to be ledified. I have received both your. 
letters of the iQtLand 13th. inftant, and juft as I was, 

about 
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about to fign this, I received yours of the 20th, wherein 
you prefs much for a copy of my inftrudions. The three 
unknown ones are aot of any great moment, tho* there is. 
£>mething in the preamble to them remarkable ; but 
were they all cypher I would not fend them, being com« 
manded to keep them fecret : yet if Mr. fecretary Coven- 
try will move the king in it, and by a line or two from 
liimfelf let meknOw it is the King's pleadire, (fuch a fig- 
nification, coming from a fecurity, being authentick) I 
ihall mofl readily and willingly give a copy. I have no- 
thing to add, but to defire you will not ^, whatcircum- 
fiances fbever af&irs may be in England, to fhow Mr* 
fecretary Coventry this my larger letter, together with the 
papers belonging to it 

Feritas nm quarii angulos. 

I am, your moft afledbnate brother, 

£ o o £ JL* 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

S I R, Dublio Caftki April t^ 1675* 

SINCE my coming to town I have penifed my inflriic- 
tions, and do find the firft of them to be verbatim 
the fame with that mentioned in the paper within your 
lafi letter. By this lafi pacquet I do hear, that when the 
matter of thefe inflrudions were debated in council, it 

E e 2 was 
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was afErmed that they were dcfired and wrote for by me, 
which I muft tell you is utterly falfe, for I never did 
write one fyllable to that effedb, nor did I know or ima- 
gine the leaft of them, till my lord Ranelagh, on the nth 
day of Auguft laft, delivered them to me ; and being com- 
manded by his Majefty to keep them private, I have done 
fo ever fince. Having writ more at large to my brother 
Henry upon this fubjed, I defire you will allow him fbme 
time to difcourfe this matter with you, being certain that 
when you underftand the bottom^ you can ha:ve no ground 
to. believe that I have dealt ill with you ; and had your^ 
felf been in the ftation where I am, your proceeding^ 
could have been no other than mine have been. 

lam^ 

Your moft ^thful humble iervan^ 

ESSEX. 

After I had fuiiihed my fetter I received yours of the. 
20th of April, together with the endofed papers of my 
lord chamberlain's preteniions to the tapfed money. 

As to the affair of his Majefty's letters into this coun- 
try, and all paft proceedings relating thereunto, I; an\ 
confident this prefent letter, with, what I have wrote to 
my brother, which he will fhow you, will fufficiently^ 
&tisfy you what my pact hath been therein^ 
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T O M R. H A R B O R D. 

Mr. Harbori>^ Dublin Caftle» April 24, 1675. 

T HAVE yours from Chefter, as alfo another from Lon- 
don of the 1 7th inftant. As to what you mention cour 
cerning the contefl between my lord treafurer and Mr. 
iecretary Coventry, I hope you have rightly informed me, 
for in that particular I have wrote .to Mr. fecretary him- 
felf, and alfo at large to my brother Henry ; and I am 
fure when the truth is known Mr. fecretary Coventry can 
have no ground to think that I have done him any wrong. 
I muft obferve to you that the firft letter for difpofal of 
any money here, underwritten by my lord treafurer, wa«> 
procured by yburfelf, and for five hundred pounds to- 
wards the building of Dublin Caftle. There hath alfo 
come another for the payment of one hundred pounds 
per men/em to Sir Arthur Forbefe, during his ftay in the 
North \ thcfe two letters I have given orders upon, and 
not on any other, to the beft of my knowledge, which 
had not the fignet. For what you fay in the latter end 
of your letter concerning EiTex-houfe, I am ftill of opi- 
nion, that had not the matter been bungled, it would 
not have made half the noife it hath done, being only a 
grace and bounty of his Majeffy's ; and I cannot fee why 
any man fhould think it amifs, that the King Ihould give 
me fijch a gift. My lord duke of Ormond has received. 

above 
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above 300,000 1, in this kingdom, b^efides all his great 
place& and employments; and I am fure the lojQes in his 
private eftate have not been equal to thofe I have fuffered, 
and yet he is To happy as no exception is taken to it ; but 
I am confident it is all idle talk, and as I have already 
laid, occafioned in a great meafure by perplexing the 
afiairs at firft. I hear that my lord of Sunderland 
has a promife to fucceed me fo foon as I am recalled, and 
that procured by the dutchefs of Monmouth. I am very 
defirous to know how matters in parliament proceed, pray 
therefore be pundual in giving me an account of them. 

I remain. 

Your moft a^dionate frieady 

ESSEX. 

I have received your letter of the 20thy but it is ib 
newly uncyphered as I can return you no anfwer till the 

next. 

TO THE LORD CONWAY. 

Mt Lord/ DuUin Cafile, April 24, 1675. 

T HOPE diis letter will find you fafe at London, where 
'^ I believe there is bufinels enough fiirring in parlia- 
ment. Pray God fend things end in a happy compofure 
among them. I received an account by the laft pofi, that 

at 
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at a debate in council between Mr. Treafurer and Mr. 
iecretary Coventry, concerning my private inftrudions, 
(which as I am told wa& fomething warm) my lord trea> 
lurer (hould acquaint the board that I had defired tho(e 
initru^ons,, and often wrote for them, i am not over 
apt to believe reports as they firft come to me, and in- 
deed I fhould Teiy much wonder if {6 worthy a man as 
my lord treaiurer ihould aflert this; for however rea- 
Ibnable or ufefpl to the King's fcrvice all or any of thefe 
inftnidions may be, is not the point, but whether I were 
the firil mover or introducer of them, which yoiu: lord- 
£bip I am confident Efficiently knows I was not ; for I 
am fore I never had notice of them till they were put in 
my hand in your prefencel Had my lord treafurer faid 
that after the receipt <^them, I told him they would be 
of advantage to his Majefty's a&irs by preventing divert 
irregular grants^ which otherwife could not be refifted, it 
had been no more than what I do acknowledge : I wrote 
m a letter to him, on the 2 2d of Auguft, being eleven 
days after thefe inflrudions came to me ; but the thing; 
which I End ill taken by the fecretary is, that I fhould 
propofe an alteration of that courfe which had been a long; 
time pradifed in this kingdom ; and that without ac« 
^uainting them with it, efpecially in a matter relating, p 
their office. 

Your lordfliip will therefore do me a very friiendly 

party hy enquiring and letting me know how far my 

2: name 
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name was made ufe of in this difpute. I confefs I have 
ever thought the letters which came hither did not pais 
fuch due examination as were necefl&ry, before they were 
offered to his Majefty's fignature; but I have perufcd all 
my letters to my lord treafiirer precedent to this inftruc- 
tion ; and tho' it be difficult poffitively to afHrm a nega- 
tive, yet truly I cannot find any that mention or defire 
any new inftrudlions to be framed. It has- been my me- 
thod to proceed openly and plainly in all my adings,, 
and to pay to all his Majefly's minifters the refped due 
to their places, which I conceive is no more than being 
juft to them ; however there lies a fuperior duty upon 
me, which is ftridly to obey his Majefty's commands, 
and that I have ever obferved, tho* it may clafli with 
theirs : and after all, there are offices of friendfhip and 
kindnefs, which every man is free to do to thbfe fi-om 
whom he has received obligations, or has himfelf an in- 
clination to fhew them ; and herein as I have not been 
wanting towards my lord treafurer, according to thofe 
mean opportunities which the circumftances of affairs 
here afforded me, fo fhall I continue the like for the 
future, hoping that what I have heard may be mifrepre- 
fented. My profeffion hath been always that of a plain- 
dealing man, and unlefs the like meafures are ufed to> 
wards me, it will be difficult to be at eafe with his Ma- 
jefty's miniflers, and indeed impoffible for me to go 
through with the employment I undertake, with any 

comfort 
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comfort or fatisfadion ; wherefore I have nothing to add 
further, but to tell your lord/hip I have that aflurance of 
your friendfhip, as I am confident you will deal candidly 
with me in this particular, and that I may hear from you 
{o fbon as conveniently you can. 

I remain, with perfed truth, 
Your lord(hip*s 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



■v•^^^•A:\:■^^^vv^^A-^'^v^^.\>\^^.\ 



TO SIR GILBERT TALBOT. 

Sir, Dublin Caftk, April 24, 16751 

I HAVE received two of yours, one from Litchfieid, 
and the other from London ; the parliament being 
now met, I fuppofe you are all bufy enough there, I 
pray God it may prove k happy ieflions ; and if it be 
fhort one, I hope we may yet fee you again here hc£ot9 
bowling time be out, where you ihall ever be mpft w^- 
come to 

Your moft afledionate humbly fervant, 

ESSEX; 
Ff TO 
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TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE, 

Sir, Dublin Cattle, April 24, i6ys, 

"DEING abroad a-hunting, I mifled of receiving your 
"■-^ firft letter of the 1 7th inftant, 'till it was fo late as 
I could not return you an anfwer by that pacquet, which 
was occafioned by the failure of a meffenger fent on 
purpofe to me. I ftiall be very glad to have your com- 
pany here fo foon as you pleafe ; your fecond letter came 
to me yefterday, tho' dated the 1 2th, concerning one of 
the herald's attending at the earl of Donegall's funeral^ I 
cannot imagine why that muft be iixed jufl on the 29th 
of May, for if it be either three days earlier or three days 
later, he may be there. That day we keep with moft 
fblemnity of any, k being his Majefty's birth and refto- 
ration, therefore I do not know how we may fpare him. 

Letters out of England, tell us of the meeting of the 
parliament; they feem to be in no very good humour; 
the enclofed, which comes from one of your acquaintance, 
will give you an account of the particulars : as for news 
I herewith fend you all that came in by the laft pacquet 
I have nothing further to add, but remain 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX 
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TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, April 24, 1675. 

T H A VE yours of the 1 3th inftant, which informs me 
"*" that Eflex-houfe is like to be kept by dodor Barebone. 
I am not one that loves to ftruggle too vehemently for 
things of this nature ; but if it could be had with con- 
venience, I like the feat better than any other : the con- 
teft feems to be between the King's prerogative and this 
perfon, and that in a point which I never heard queftion- 
ed before now ; if Barebone do carry it, I fhall referve 
his Majefty's intended favour for fbme other opportunity 
of the like nature. 

Sir Edward Scott's clamour is doubtlefs moil unrea- 
Ibnable; for if men will procure letters out of England 
that are illegal, they muft not exped that I, who am 
fworn to do right to all the King's people, fhould pur- 
fue them in the terms they are penned; but rather the 
procurers of fuch orders ought to be punifhed, than the 
lieutenant here blamed for doing that which is his duty. 
To clear this I have fent you the matter truly ftated> 
with the copy, of my order, which, when your lordfhip 
has perufed, 1 am confident you will not be nice in tel- 
ling Sir Edward Scott his own; however I give your 
lordfliip many thanks for your advertifement, and as 
any things of thefe natures come to your ears, to let me 

F f 2 know 



I 



220 L E T T E R S O F 

know them will be a moil friendly part, and that which 
will much oblige, 

Your lordfliip*a 

moft ^ithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

State of Sir Edwaro Scott's Cafe. 

T T I S Majefty jvas pleafed by his order in council, dated 
"■--*• the 20th of September 1672, to dire<ft that the 
rents and profits of certain lands, in the county of Tip- 
perary, formerly fet out to Dick and Cunningham, and 
then in controverfy between Sir Edward Scott and colonel 
Vernon, (hould be fequeftered to his Majefty *s ufe, and 
tliat they (hould be received and kept apart in the hands 
of the King's remembrancer of the exchequer: notwith- 
ftanding his order, one Jeremy Donovan, an attorney of 
the exchequer, by authority from Sir Edward Scott, as 
he pretends, received, and fecured by bond, a confider- 
able part of the rents of the premiffcs due after the date 
of the laid order ; and fome part of the rents of the laid 
lands were, purfuant to the firft order, brought into the 
exchequer. Hit Majefty by his letters patent of the 
15th of December 1673, grants the faid lands to colonel 
Vernon and his heirs, together with all rents and arrears 
of rent, and mefne profits whatfoever, due or payable 
for, or in refped of the aforeiaid land, &c. fince the 

pafiing 
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paffing of the afts of fettlement, &c. except fuch rents 
and mefne profits of the iaid lands as were received by 
Sir Edward Scott by virtue of his cuflodiamy and fuch 
rents as are remaining in the hands of the remembrancer 
of the exchequer, by virtue of his Majefty's order in 
council of the 20th of September 1672, and fuch rents^ 
or profits of the pfemifles which remained in the hands of 
the tenants, and grew due during the faid cufiodiam \ 
which rents and profits fo excepted, his Majefty declares 
fhould be for the benefit of Sir Edward Scott. His Ma- 
jefty, by his letters of the 28th of January 1672, direds 
his excellency the lord lieutenant of Ireland to give all 
ncceflary orders to the barons of the exchequer, that Sir 
Edward Seott may not only enjoy without account, ali 
the rents and profits of the faid lands which he had in 
cuftediami and which he had received at any time be- 
fore the date of an order of council of the 5th of De- 
cember 1673, by which order the faid lands were di- 
refted to be paffed in patent to colonel Vernon ; but alio 
that he might receive and enjoy the rents and profits of 
the lands mentioned in his cuftodiam^ which were paid 
into the hands of the remembrancer of the exchequer, 
by virtue of the order of council of the 20th of Sep- 
tember 1672, or which were remaining in arrear in 
the hands of the pofiefTors of the faid lands from the 
commencement of the faid cufiodiam at the feaft of St. 
Michael 1670, until the 5th of December 1673, &c. 

Here- 
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Hereupon his excellenc/ the lord lieutenant, by his 
order of the 2 2d of February 1674, requireth the court 
of exchequer to confider of thofe his Majefty's letters, a 
copy whereof was annexed to the faid order, and to 
caufe fuch neceffary orders to be ilTued for Sir Edward 
Scott's receiving the rents therein mentioned, as by the 
faid letters arc properly belonging to him, and which by 
virtue of his cujiodiam he ought juftly to receive and en- 
joy. The reafons of inferting which provifoe might be, 
that his Majefty feemeth to be furprized in his letter of 
the 28th of January 1674, by which he diredts that Sir 
Edward Scott fhould enjoy fuch rents of the faid lands, 
which he had at any time received before the date of an 
order of council of the 5th of December 1673, not be- 
ing truly informed that Donovan, by Sir Edward Scott's 
diredion, as is pretended, had before the faid 5th of 
December 1673, contrary to his Majefty's order of coun- 
cil of the 20th of September 1672, received or fecured 
by bond a confiderable part of thofe rents, which by the 
faid order were to be brought into the exchequer. 

The King's council were informed that neither of the 
year's value, nor cujiodiam rent due to the King from the 
faid lands were paid, with which his Majefty doth well 
appear by his letters to be acquainted by Sir Edward Scott, 
who, without procuring any difcharge for what was due 
to his Majefty from the laid lands, would take the money 
out of the exchequer, which by his Majefty's council 

was 
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was prayed might remain there towards his Majefty's fa- 
tisfadion ; belides, colonel Vernon, by virtue of his letters 
patent, which are a legal title, demanded the faid rents, 
they being included in the general words of his grant, 
and not in the exceptions, as was alledged for him: They 
not having been received by Sir Edward Scott by virtue 
of his cuftodiam^ which colonel Vernon's counfel took to 
be abfolutely diffolved by the order of council of the 
20th of September 1672, dire<5ling the rents to be brought 
into the exchequer for his Majefty's ufe. Nor did part 
of thefe rents remain in the remembrancer's hands, hav- 
ing been received and retained by Donovan as aforefaid, 
contrary to his Majefty's exprefs order ; nor did the rents 
then remaining in the tenant's^ hands at the paffing of 
colonel Vernon's patent, grow due during Sir Edward 
Scott's cuftodiamy which was alledged to be diffolved by^ 
the order of the 20th of September 1672, they having, 
accrued iince the date of the faid order. 



TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, April 27, 1675. 

T WROTE fo fully in my laft concerning the matter 
"■■ of my inftrudions, as I need add little more ; but be- 
caufe my letters are fomewhat voluminous, and not in a 
few hours time to be thoroughly infpedled, I have taken 
one whole day to examine them ftri<aly, and have look- 
ed 
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ed back as far as the firft of January 1673-4, and can 
pofitively affirm that neither to nay lord treafurer, to my 
lord Conway, or to my lord Ranelagh, did I ever write 
one fyllable to defire any inftrudions whatfoever, much 
lefs thefe in particular ; the only claufe that can any way 
be (Iretched to hint at ibmething of this nature, is in a 
letter of mine to my lord Conway, dated the 26th of May 
1674 : the truth is, at that time I had great difficulty to 
keep fair with both my lord treafurer and my lord of 
Arlington ; and my lord treafurer did then take unkindly 
from me the not communicating matters more freely to 
him, whereupon I wrote the claufe N^ I. wherein you 
will find that I then, as ftill I do, made his Majefty*s 
commands the guide of my actings, and that I was fo &u: 
from diverting the bufincfs froni the proper officer, that 
I ftill advifed the entire keeping it in its due channel; 
nor is there one fyllable of new inftrw^ions, or fo much 
as the word inftruftions, in the whole letter : fome expref- 
fions ther^ have alfo been in another letter of mine to 
my lord Conway, complaining of the too eafy getting of 
letters in England j it w«s upcxi occafion of a letter of 
Sir Maurice Euftace, procured by Mr. Bridgenian*s means. 
You may well remember the matter, and how unworthily 
I was ufed by Mr. Bridgeman in it. Sir Maurice B^ftace 
had at that time fpoke very ill of me in London, and 
had drawn up feveral heads of complaints againft me ia 
relation to the government here, copies whereof I hj^ve 
8 by 
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by me, and put them in colonel Talbot's hands to fliow 
them to his Majefty, which colonel Talbot accordingly 
did, and preft the King that there might be proofs of 
them ; but the King was gracioufly picafed to anfwer 
colonel Talbot, that the matters were both inthemfekes 
very inconfiderable, and likewife that he did believe none 
of them to be true. 

Sir Maurice Euftace had alio at that time his emif- 
iaries in Dublin, to brag that he would be too hard for 
my lord lieutenant, and thefe fpoke many indecent 
things of me, fo as if he carried this, my cfedit had 
been utterly loft, and I had been trampled \i^pon by every 
body ; how niuch therefore it concerned me to engage 
(ome powerful people in my fupport, Iny reafonable 
iftari may jiidgc, and this occafioned my letter (a copy 
whereof is N^ II.) to my lord Conway. I have like- 
wife added fome other expreflions in my letters to my 
lord RaAelagh concerning giunts, tha* not at all fignifi. 
caht to the prefent purpofe, if the grounds of them be 
confidered. That you may lee all I have wrote that can 
any ways be wrefted towards this matter, you will find 
them in N** III. and I defire you to fliow them all to fer 
cretary Coventry. After all this I conclude I need fay 
no more in relation to thofe inflrudions, and Mr. fecre- 
tary Coventry indeed eannot b6 blamed in believing I 
might have done him fbmC wrong, when *fo notorioufly 
it was affirmed before hie Majefty himfelf ; but I cannot 

G g think 
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think you have altogether dealt £d kindly with me, wha 
fliould know me better than to. imagine any indirednefi 
in my proceedings. I did never till now fufpe<5t you of 
popifh principles, for I perceive by all your late letters, 
that you firft conclude yourfelf direded by an infallible 
guide, and then from thence argue all the reft of the 
world to be hereticks, and that you cannot communicate 
With them ; if this be not fo, what mean your feveral 
expreffions to jay that you are fure you are. in the right ?! 
and in your laft letter you fpeak of principles agreed on> 
and that ^ou defire to leave me, and preferve yourfelf ia 
the good efteem of honeft men, Sec. whereas, it is impoA 
fible for you to know all the circumftances relating ta 
this government, and the private orders and diredions h 
have from my mafter, and confequently cannot judge o£ 
the plainnefs. and evenneis.I have conftantly uled in my, 
proceedings in matters of law or right between man and 
man. What letters foever I receive from his Majefty, t 
cannot nor will obey them if difagreeable .to the knowa 
laws of the land ; but in things indifferent, or the dif- 
pofing of this buflnefs into this or the other hand ; foe 
inftance, if his Majefty fhould command me to hold all 
my corpefpondence for matters of the army with a foot- 
man, or the meaneft fervant he hasy I would be pundual 
in the performance thereof: but for my own part I nevet 
did or will advife the putting things out of their due. 
courfe^ well knowing how much better it is for. a prince. 

ta 
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to change his tervants, if he find them unfit for their 
places, than by altering the approved and fettled methods 
for the difpatch of his bufinefs, to confound the whole 
courfe of his afiairs, and unhinge even the government 
itfelf ; but I hope thefe late inftrudions, and all that 
hath been done upon them, when the truth comes to 
light, will be more to my advantage than any thing that 
hath ever happened. I do wifli yourfelf to take warning 
by this particular, and not to be over hafty in judging 
what I do, who have never ftirred one inch from the 
rules I firft laid down to myfelf. Chriftian charity ob- 
liges all men to Jpeak well of the dead, and prudence in 
politicks ought doubtleis to engage all his Majefty's mi- 
nifters at home to make favourable conftrudions of the 
adions of thofe who are employed in foreign fervice, and 
to delay the giving their judgment of any thing they fee 
or hear till they know the bottom. I hope Mr. Harbord s 
over bufy humour will do me no prejudice 5 I defire you 
will be cautious of it, and hold him to a plain and di- 
red courfe ; in his late letter he hath fully opened him- 
"lelf concerning the matter of Effex-houfe, viz. that be- 
caufe it did not come through his means, the having of 
it would be inconvenient to me. I tell you, true it was, 
that I ever fufpeded him to be in the foundation of thofe 
obflnidions which were given to it, and I have of a 
good while obferved that Mr. Harbord has fo much aim- 
ed at the governing all with me, and the being mafter 

G g 2 has 
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has made me refufe many things, though indifferent ia 
thcmfelves, only becaufe he propofed them ; and this I 
fliall continue to do fo long as I find him obftinate in his 
way, for of all things in the world I cannot bear it in a 
fervant to make himfelf mafter. I have nothing further 
to add, but remain. 

Your moft afieaionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

Part of the Lord Lieutenant's letter to lord Conway, 
dated May 26, 1674. Numb. I. 

— — ** I confefs, for my own part, I have ever been of 
** opinion, that his Majefty's aflEairs receive much pre- 
<* judice by not fufferjng them conftantly to run in their 
" due channels ; that is to fay, matters of the revenue 
** perpetually to run through my lord treafurer*s hands ; 
** queftions of gifts and grants through my lord keep- 
" er's ; af&irs of ftate and government through the fe- 
** cretary's. And of this my opinion I have four or 
** five months ago given his Majefty a hint in one of my 
** letteris ; but having qever received any diredtions to 
" communicate his Majefty's bufinefs to any other than 
** my lord of Arlington, I have conftantly (as a good 
" fervant ought to do) kept the courfe, &c." 

. And I do intei^d for the future, upon the grou^ds^ of 
this his Majefty's pr-ivate letter, which dire<3$ me to make 

my 
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my return to my lord treafurer, to communicate all 
things relating to the revenue by that hand, unlefe I fee 
occafion for me to write to his Majefty himfelf. 

Part of my letter to my lord Conway, dated June the 
8th, 1674. Numb. II. 

— -" The letter which came laft concerning thefe 
'< mills, is an eminent inflance how things of this ibrt 
•* are pafied there, it being the ufual pradice among 
** them to give the drawing of the letter to the party 
** concerned, fo as he puts in what himfelf pleafeth. I 
<^ am fure this method gives me much trouble here, but 
•* this I only fay to yourfelf and no other." 

Part of my letter to my lord Ranelagh, May 6, 1674^ 
and of May 16, 1674. Numb. III. 

" That which you fay, and which is alfo inferted 

** in his Majefly*8 letter, that an over-payment in fbme 
" parts ought to balance the want of performance in 
" others, I cannot, I confefs, altogether agree to : and 
« tho' his Majefly hath in his letter declared his opinion, 
« yet, I conceive, I may nevcrthelefs, with fubmiffion 
« to his Majefty 's pleafure, offer my fenfe thereupon. 
«* Thefe over-payments ought to be diftinguifhed, and 
" the particular natures of each of them* confidered ; 
** for I look upon the payments and debts of your lord- 
I • « fhip*s 
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«* fLip's undertaking to be of two forts, and thefc either 
" fuch, as you. undertake to difcharge by certain gales, 
" and at fuch and fuch precife times, as payments on 
" the eftabliftiments, the debts due on the civil and mi- 
" litary lifts, or fuch as you are obliged to pay only be- 
** fore Chriftmas, 1675, as debts to Patrick Arthur, earl 
*' of Anglefey, purchafe-money for the park, &c. Now, 
" if any of thefe latter are paid before the end of the 
" term, they ought not to come in balance with thofe 
" payments, which by the covenants you ought to make 
" at prefcribed times. Then, for his Majefty's letters 
." and gifts of bounty, your lord/hip well knows, tha^ 
** much of the mifcarriage of his Majefty*s bufinels here 
" arofe originally from hence, that divers letters for gifte 
" and gratuities were procured, and thefe were dif- 
** charged, and the publick monies left unanfwered, 
** which was one of the principal caufes that made way 
•* for your lordfhip's undertaking. Now, if the pradtice 
" be ftill to comply with letters of bounty, before ne- 
** ceflary charges and debts due, I would fain know how 
" the kingdom is in a better condition than under the 
former vice-lreafurer, and wherein the publick hath 
an advantage by the undertaking ? Nay, I am fure, 
*' his Majefty, who is unfatisfied with the adings of the 
** former vice-treafurer here upon this very point, cannot 
<* when he ferioufly refleds thereupon, be contented 
'* with the like dealings in others. Yet, I confefs, there 
2 " are 
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•* are a third fort of payments, which, the neceffity of 
** ftate, obliged his Majefty to make ; luch as the ex- 
** traordinary charges for the regiments maintained in 
*' England i and thefe, I conceive, are but reafonable to- 
*' he allowed; for I cannot but agree, that publick 
<< monies may be permitted to balance publick monies ;, 
** tho* I fee no ground, . why private ones fhould bear 
** the like weight in that fcaleJ* 

Part of my letter to my lord Ranelagh, May 16, 1674^ 

Numb. III. 

— -" Some claulb there are in mine, relating to his; 
** Majefty's letters of bounty, wherein, IconfefS) I have- 
*• been very free in giving my opinion ; but yet, I con- 
** ceive, I have feid nothing difconfonant to prudence or* 
*•■ good reaibn ; and if your lordfhip pleafe to turn if 
*•■ the right way, I believe very good ufe may be made. 
** thereof to his Majefty's fervice: for when, your lordr 
*<• fhip fhall make it appear how backward I am to al- 
*« low thefe by expences upon your account, you may. 
« the better take upon you to obftrud the grants for the. 
^- future.!*' 



TQ 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Si r, DuUin Caftle, April 27, 1675. 

XT' OURS of the 20th I have received, and with it 
•■• fome papers enclofed, relating to a concern of my 
lord chamberlains m the lapfed money* I have not 
known any fund in Ireland but has ever been overcharged 
with payments; and if this be not, it is very good for- 
tune to thofe who have claims to parts of it. However, 
looking back into this matter, I perceive by his Majefty's 
late letter, that he has referved to himfdf the giving- pre- 
ference o£ payment to any who have grants on this fund; 
for the words are, " And the monies,- io ailefied and 
« kvied, you are to eauie to be ifilied and paid,, in fucb 
« manner as We (haJl think fit to dire^ to the perfbns 
« to whom We have granted the £ime.** Tho* the let- 
ter was counterfigned by yourfelf, yet for your better in.- 
formation, I have fent you a true copy of the letter end 
thereof. I am not at all interefted (or Sir John Davies, 
or major Bolton (the latter of whom I never fawj further 
than apprehending their pretenfions to be juft, to fend 
them, over to you ; but for my lord chamberlain^ I have 
a particular refped, and ihall ever be ready to ferve him 
in any concern of his ; wherefore I cannot agree with his 
lordfhip in what he (ays in his letter to you, that it is 
difficult to find out by what merit or heraldry any lord of 
Orrery fhould pretend to. a preference before himfelf and 

the 
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the other iecretaries : but in this cafe, the King's pleafure 
is doubtlefs a law ; and therefore I conceive it were beft 
my lord chamberlain, and thofe others concerned with 
him, had a letter to take place immediately after my lord 
of Orrery's fatisfadion. And when lam armed with fuch 
an order, his lordfhip may reft fecure (if I continue in 
the government) he (haU have right done him. I am 
very glad his Majefty will himfelf adjuft this alBiir, con- 
cerning letters to be fent into this kingdom. It is a dif- 
ficult taik I have in hand ; for if I dilbbey orders (I mean 
fuch wherein there is no illegality) his Majefty has juft 
cauie to caft me ofF; and, if I obey them, {bme of his 
minifl^rs take it ill from me, Aat they may have not the 
refpeds due to their places. And at laft, when things 
come to be examined, I being abfent, the whole blame 
of all irregularities is caft upon me, as if I defired and 
procured inftrudions without communicating any thing 
to the proper minifter ; whereas, indeed, I never wrote 
one fyllable to that effed. And I have ftridly perufed 
all my letters, either to my lord treafurer, lord Conway, 
or lord Ranelagh, from thefirft of January 1673-4, till 
the nth of Auguft 1674, which was the day I received 
thefe private inftrudions; and do not find one word 
tending towards the propofing any new inftrudions in 
general, much lefs thefe in particular ; and therefore I 
hope, if any thing hath been faid, as if I had been the 
author or ccmtriver of them, you will be pleafed, in fuch • 

H h manner '- * 
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manner as you think fit, to clear me of it. And as truth 
needs no fubterfuges, but when it comes to the light is 
always of advantage to thofe that guide themielves by it; 
fo I doubt not but you will hereafter, feeing the wrong 
which has been done me in the tranfadion of this afiair, 
take fuch meafures of me and my proceedings, as for the 
future toever to have any unkind iipaginations of me. I 
do with Ibme impatience long to hear the receipt of my 
laft letters, and that my brother hath communicated to 
you what I then wrote to him. The iiland of Ennis 
Boffine is always kept garriibned ; being fome leagues 
from land, there is a neceflity of maintaining a boat 
there, to fetch provifiori? for them. Formerly a little 
fhip was employed for the fervice of this place and the 
ifle of Arran, which being long laid up in Gal way, is 
become fo rotten, as it is daily ftolen away by pieces. 
The enclofed is from the receiver of his Majcfty's revenue 
in thole quarters, and will inform you what condition 
this fhip is in ; but in regard fhipping is in the nature of 
munition for the defence of the kingdom, I would not 
difpofe of it without an order from England. That 
therefore which I defire of you is, that you will be pleafed 
to acquaint the lords commiffioners of the admiralty here- 
with, to the end 1 may have their direftions to appoint 
Ibme principal perfons of the town (the mayor and go- 
vernors being now in England) to value and fell the fliip> 
• and with the money to buy a boat, which I am told will 

not 
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not coft above twenty or twenty-five pounds, for the ufe 
of the garrifoh of this ifland. Methinks the parliament 
feems very warm in their debates, and muft needs make 
work enough upon all your hands in England. I wifhi 
this feffions may prove happy, and remain. 

Your *moft feithful humble iervant, 

ESSEX. 

to MR. HARBOR D. 

Mr. Harbord, . Dublin Caftle, April 27, 1675. 

AT the foot of my lafl, I told you I had yours of 
^ ^ the 30th. If the treafurer or any other did aflert 
that I wrote either for the very inftrudions, or any in*- 
fbudions whatfoever, they have done me wrong in it, 
being abfblutely falfe. I perceive you are alfo in an error, 
in apprehending that by the inftruftions his Majefty rc- 
ferves to himfelf a power to difpofe of lands and monies 
in this kingdom by a line of his own hand. The in- 
flrudions do dired, that I (hall pafs no lands upon any 
letters, unlefs it has been referred to my lord treafurer, 
and his report inferted in the preamble thereof; yet with 
this exception, unlefs the contrary be written to me with ^ 
the Kinjg's own hand j which direction muft be under- 
ftood thus, that I may pafs fuch letters as come to my 

H h 2 lord 
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lord treafurer's report ; but other letters, where his report 
is left out, are liot to proceed, unlefs feconded by a pri- 
vate letter from the King himfelf: not that a private let- 
ter alone fhould pafs lands, &c. but only that a private 
letter fliould fuperfede thefe inftrudions. You tell me, 
that yourfelf and my lord Ranelagh were to meet at my 
lord treafurer's, to prepare inftrudions for the future, 
fuch as were fit to be feen by all men, and ufefiil and 
neceffary for grants. You that fee what work hath been 
made already of thofe inftrudions to my di&dvantage,. I 
da wonder you fhould engage yourfelf with any fadion 
or party in drawing new ones, whatever you do being 
in a manner conftrued my ad. If his Majefty thinks fit 
to fend me any commands, I fhall obey them ;, but as 
for new inftrudions, let his Majefty appoint whom he 
pleafeth to form them, and I am fatisfied ; but yet the 
more favourable way would be to let me have the heads 
of them, that I may ofifer my objedions againft them 
before they be figned. 

- As to the compofure between my lord treafurer and 
Mr. fecretary Coventry, I am very glad to hear that his 
Majefty *s miniftets are like to accord better than heretor 
fore ; but yet I muft tell you,, that I ought to have right 
done me in the thing, and that the privy council fhould 
not believe I moved for thefe inftrudions when I did not:, 
for I had rather lofe my employment, tho* it were tea 
times the value it is, than not ferve as a man of honour^ 

You. 
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You have now at length cleared the matter concerning 
Eflex-houfe, viz. that becaufe yourfelf was not employed 
in theaf&ir, you judged it inconvenient for me to have 
it. I cannot compare this with any thing better, than 
that which you tell me in the end of your letter, name- 
ly, that in cafe money be aflced in the houfe by any of 
the treafurer's friends, the oppofite party are immediately 
refolved to put in a charge againft the treafurer; fo as in 
the mean^time his Majefty*s affeirs are in a good pofture, 
fince the two fadions are feparably refolved, that the pub- 
Kck fhall not be fupplied, unlefs it come purely by one 
of their means, each endeavouring by fome by-way to 
obftrudk what the other doth. And in the like manner 
will my own concerns be, if you hold to thefe methods, 
not to let any thing be done but what yourfelf has a hand 
in, and are the doer thereof j which I hope you will take 
warning for the future, rather to obferve what I dired* 
than to oppofe things becaufe you did not advife them. 
In relation to the houfe itfelf, though I would be glad 
to be matter of it, if it might come fairly and handx 
fomely, and like it thebeft of any feat about the towaj 
yet I never defired, or would engage any of my friends 
for ads of parliament to ferve private turns. But if ia 
the common prohibition of new buildings, the turning, 
of this into tenements be obftrufted, I would not omit 
the opportunity of going on with that puchafe; and this 
you may let any of the members of parliament know,. 

either- 
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cither of mine or your own acquaintance. In cafe any 
thing fliould be ftirring in parliament, as if I combined 
with my lord treafurer to divert the methods of govern- 
ment in this kingdom, that which I have writ at large 
to my brother in one by this pacquet, and two other let- 
ters, will fufEciently inftru<St both him and you what to 
anfwer in it. You need not be nice in telling any of the 
members the truth, fhould there be occafion for it : for 
I am apt to believe, if you manage the a^iir rightly in 
England, the plain dealing which I have fteadily purfued» 
when it comes to light, will fix me firmer both in the 
favour of his Majefty, and the efteem of all good men, 
than ever I could have been, had not this inflance to de- 
monftrate it, arrived. 

I have fbme few days fince received a letter fix)m the 
duke of Monmouth, concerning young Mr. Sarsfield s 
death, and other particulars relating to that eflate. Let 
the duke know, that I have only delayed the anfwering 
his letter till I have advifed with the King*s council here ; 
and that in a little time I ihall be able t9 return him an 
account which will be fatis^dory. I am. 



Your moft afiedionate friend. 



ESSEX. 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Si r» Dublin Caftle, April 29, 167S' 

A MONO the other objedions which have been 
■^*' Aarted concernmg my late inftrudioos, I do hear ^ 
that it has been alledged, that I myfelf put the afiairs of 
grants, &c. out of the track, by making application to 
my lord treafurer on the fcore of fome lands here. How 
frivolous this alfb isj the papers enclofed will fully con- 
vince you : the truth of the matter was this ; I am /worn 
by my oath, not to fuffer any thing to his Majefty*s dif- 
heriibn ; and having a difcovery made to me,, that the 
mills and fiOiings of Kilmainham (then in the pretend- 
ed poileflion of Sir Maurice Euftace) did of right belong 
to the King, I ordered Mr. Sollicitor and Mr. (erjeant 
Reynell (the latter of which hath always been of Sir 
Maurice Euftace*s counfel) to (late the cafe : and I dealt 
fo fairly with Sir Maurice Euftace in the matter, that I 
told him of it ; and he either was, or might have been 
there, whilft it was drawing up. This cafe I fent into 
England to my lord of Arlington, acquainting his Majeily 
with the (ityation of thefe mills in the middle of the 
park, and how necefiary they were to the fword, as alio 
that the landing belonging to the caftle ftood upon that 
ground ; and that Sir Maurice Euflace demanded rent 
for the iam^ which had never been required of any 

4 formei ^ 
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former governors. Hereupon, I had a letter under the 
fignet, dated tiie 12th of February, 1673-4," direding 
me to profecute the King's right; but Sir Maurice 
Euftace Being then or foon after in England, petitioned 
his Majefty to revoke this letter. This petition being 
referred to me, I made a report thereupon to his Majefty, 
which report I defire you will read deliberately, and ob- 
ferve how modeft it is. Afterwards my lord of Arling- 
ton's letter of the 24th of March came, ordering me to 
take po^fHon in his Majefly's behalf, which I accord- 
ingly did. Sir Maurice Euftace being very ill pleafed 
that the King ftiould have that which was his own, in- 
ftead of purfuing his claim in a legal way, fell foul upoa 
me, and both in fpeeches at London, and very unhand- 
fome letters hither (which letters I have leen), told every 
body that he had a conteft with the lord lieutenant, and 
that he would be too hard for him : nay, he combined 
with colonel Richard Talbot, (who, fince my coming, 
hath conftantly been watching to do me injuries) to draw 
up Ibme heads in a piece of paper, exprefllng my mif- 
behaviour and mifcarriages concerning the government 
here ; which paper was by Dick Talbot fhewed to his 
Majefty, and have by me a copy of the feveral points 
whereof it confifted. His Majefty was gracioufly pleafed 
to give colonel Talbot this anfwer : That he looked upon 
the matters in themfelves to be very frivolous ; and be- 
sides, did not believe any of them to be true. Yet, af- 
ter 
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ter all this, by the affiftance of Ut, Brunker and Mr. 
Bridgman, Sir Maurice Euftace procured a letter, coun- 
terfigned by my lord of Arlington, commanding me 
forthwith to deliver back polTeflion again ; and in doing 
that, played an ill cheat too, for he fhewed Mr. Harbord 
another form of a letter, which was only to give a con- 
firmation for the mills, andnot to ftir theTpofleffion, and 
that Mr. Harbord confented to ; but afterwards, by the" 
means of thefe men, he got the other letter figned, pre- 
tending Mr. Harbord had agreed to it. I muft confefs, 
I was not more diftafted at the thing, than at the perfbns 
who were made ufe of in the matter ; and above all, I 
could not but take it extreme ill from my lord of Arling- 
ton, -with whom I ever had fo fair a correfpondence, to 
ufe me thus. Yet then I was far from endeavouring to 
put things out of their proper channel, but proceeded 
openly and plainly. I wrote to my lord of Arlington 
upon this fubjed, and alfo to his Majefty himfelf, and 
likewife to my lord treafurer, all dated June the 8 th, 
1 674 ; and in that latter letter to my lord treafurer only 
faid this, " I am not one that Ihall ever defire to ftraighten 
his Majefty *s hands in beftowing his graces upon any 
perfbn, &C. yet I would be glad that in this particular 
cafe my honour may alfo be confidered. If therefore 
your lordfhip can find any expedient to accommodate 
both, you will mightily oblige, &c." After which 
came a fignification of his Majefty*s pleafure, that I 

. I i (hould 
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fhould continue the pofTefHon, and that Sir Maurice 
Euftace fliould take the price for them that they were 
reafonably worth: but whether this fignification were by 
a former letter counterfigned by either of the fecretaries, 
or by any intimation from my lord treafurer, or what 
other way, I cannot fay, having looked my letters over, 
but cannot readily find it. Copies of the things that are 
material in this aiFair, I have herewith enclofed; and 
tho' I know you are full of bufinefs this parliament-time, 
yet I hope you will allow me half an hour to perufe 
them. One point more I hear is looked upon as confi- 
derable in this cafe, which is, from the diredions to keep 
the inflrudions private, when they fhould come : and as 
to that, I fay, my lord Ranelagh, delivered it to me as 
the King's order, that they fhould be kept fecret ; and I 
do well remember he gave this reafon withal, that fhould 
they be made publick, it would render them ufelefs, for 
every man would in his letter get a non obftante to them. 
His lordfhip brought with him a private letter, written 
with his Majefly*s own hand, recommending him to me, 
lb as I had no reafon to believe it other than truth what 
he faid ; if it be falfe, let him anfwer for it. And now 
having removed all the obje<aions that either I have heard 
of or can imagine upon this fubjcA, I do afTure you, 
that not only my judgment and reafon tells me, but even 
the conftant current of all the letters I have wrote into 
England, do, as much as was fit for me, to urge the 

keeping 
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Jteeping of his Majefty*s bufineis in the proper ofEcers 
hands ; for I am certain, it is better for the King to 
change any fervant he hath, than to confound the me- 
thods of difpatching his affairs : and as I have ever had 
a moft particular regard and kindnefs for your perfon, Co 
I doubt not but the convidion you will have, by the let- 
ters and papers I have fent over, of my plain dealing, both 
to yourfelf, and all others his Majefty's minifters, will for 
ever confu-m and fettle me in your good opinion : and 
that thefe falfe fuggeftions, which have been alledged to 
my prejudice, may turn to fo good an endy is the earned 
deiire of 

Your moft feithful 

and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Among the papers enclofed is a letter to my lord of 
Arlington, which being the only paflage of unkindnefs 
ever between us, I hope you will keep to yourfelf, we 
having fince been very good friends. 

Together with this letter were tranfraitted to Mr. fe- 
cretary Coventry, the ftate of the cafe of Kilmainham 
mills. Sir Maurice Euftace's petition, reference, and my 
report, as alfo copies of two of my letters to my lord 
of Arlington and lord treafurer. 

li a TO 
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TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr. Harbor d, Dublin Caftle, April 29, 1675, 

"VTOURS of the 24.th is come to my hands. I have 
faid fo much in my late letters concerning the afiair 
of Mr. fecretary Coventry, that there is little to be added ; 
only fince it is affirmed that thefe inftru£lions were not 
to be kept private, and that thofe concerning the northern 
forces fhould be kept private, I muft tell you, that 
when my lord Ranelagh delivered the inftru6tions to me,, 
which was the nth day of Auguft, I aiked him whe- 
ther they were to be kept private, or no ? and he told me 
they were, and gave this for a reafon, that if they were 
known, men would get claufes and non obfiantes in their 
letters to fuperfede them. I had no reafon to fufpeft the 
credit of what his lordfhip delivered, in regard he was a 
privy counfel of this kingdom ; but chiefly bec^ufe he 
brought a private letter, written with the King's own 
hand, recommending him very much to me. As for the 
other inftrudions, relating to the northern expedition, I 
received them by the hand of Sir Arthur Forbefe, who- 
told me withal, that I was to hold my intelligence con- 
cerning them with my lord treafurer, and him only, but 
faid not one word of keeping them private : and for that 
point, of holding my correfpondence with my lord trea- 
furer, the King*s command by Sir Arthur Forbefe is a 

8 fufficient 
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Sufficient authority. I hear alfo, there is much noife 
made, as if I put the affair of grants, 8cc. out of the 
common road, by applying myfelf to my lord treafurer 
in the cafe of Kilniainham mills. I have wrote at large 
to Mr. fecretary Coventry upon that fubjed, and fuf- 
ficiently cleared the point ; yet have left fomething to 
your narrative, which you cannot but remember. To 
conclude, if ever I have been, or fliall be blemifhed for 
putting things out of order, in relation to this govern- 
ment, and fuggeftions of this nature, offered either in 
council or elfewhere, I do hope and exped that my 
friends will not let it reft till I am fatisffed in the thing. 
My carriage has been fo plain and clear in an exadb 
obedience and conformity to his Majefty's commands, 
and paying a due relped to all his minifters in their fe- 
veral ftations, as I am fure it Would be for my advan- 
tage if all my letters and tranfadions were pofted up for 
all men to fee and cenfure. But I will rather fuffer my- 
felf to be made a pack-horfe than bear other mens faults. 

I remain, your moft aflFe^lionate friend, 

ESSE Xv 

P. S. I have given Mr. fecretary Coventry an account 

that the diredions to keep my inftrudions private, came 

from my lord Ranelagh, fo as I fuppofe that will clear 

my lord treafurer of it. I have my brother's of the 

twenty-fourth of April. 

TO 
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TO MR. THINNE. 

•Sir, Dublin Caftle, April 29, KJ75. 

HAVING conftantly wrote to Mr. fecretary Coven- 
try by the late pacquets, I have nothing to tell you, 
but to acknowledge the receipt of feveral of the letters of 
the 1 3th, 1 7th, and 24th of April, which have all come 
fafc to my hands. 

I remain, your moft afFedionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE LORD ASTON. 

*M Y 'L o R D, Dublin Caftle, May i, 1675. 

T T is fome time fincc that I received your lordihip's 
letter of the 2 2d of March; often the crowd of 
bufinefs, and at other times my lord of Carlingford be- 
ing out of town, who beft knew how to dired the an- 
fwer, has hindered me thus long from making you a re- 
turn, for which I defire your pardon. I am forry that 
the ill-will of fome of your lord{hip*s neighbours is fo 
great as to neceflitate you to quit the kingdom ; the offer 
you make me of the purchafe of Standon, I give you 
thanks for, but truly I am not a man who have So well 
improved my time here, as to put myfelf into a condi- 
tion of purchafing, tho' I confefs if I were, this lying 

fo 
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fa near one of my own hou(es, I fhould delire it rather 
than any other; it is in fo good a hand now, that it 
troubles me it muft remove, I do not readily know any 
one that can deal for fo great a thing, and I believe youp 
lordfhip will be fprced to fell it in parcels, the fum being 
£0 confiderable as few men have enough by them to go 
through therewith. My lord of Carlingford and I often 
talk of your lordfhip, and have many times wiQied you 
here, tho* I cannot hope for that good fortune, yet do 
afTure your lordfhip, that wherefoever you are, you fhall 
not find any body with more truth and reality yours, thaa 

Your lordfhip*s 

moA ^ithful humble fervant, 

E S S E r. 

••MHMHHHHHMHHjHMHiMMHMHhM^ 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftlc, May r, 1675.. 

T HAVE wrote fo lately and fo fully to yourfelFand 
■*• Mr. fecretary Coventry, as I have little to fay, only 
of a paper I received of fome votes of the houfe of-com- 
mons. I find that there is a claufe which mentions, that 
on Saturday the 24.th of April, it was voted that an ad- 
drefs be made to his Majefly to prevent any further anti- 
cipation or charge of the cufloms of England or Ireland,, 

and 
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and this I hear was grounded on the confideratiot) of the 
condition of the navy. I do a little wonder there being 
ieveral privy councilors of Ireland in the houfe, that 
none of them fhould better inform the houfe of the con- 
dition of this country ; for I perceive that fcarce any 
votes pais in relation to us, but many errors are commit- 
ted therein, by not knowing the laws of the kingdom, 
and the cuftoms and pradices here : for the particular 
now infifted on of the cuftoms of Ireland, they have 
ever been applied to the fupport of the government and 
pay of the army, and not of the (hipping. But as to the 
anticipation of this or any other part of the revenue, I 
have been fo utter an enemy to it, as I have refuled the 
King's letters, and made reprefentations into England to 
ftop them ; and if fuch papers were neceflary I would 
fend over copies unto you. 

Yourfelf and Mr. Harbord have a. very fair game to 
play in relation to me, that is to fay, to avoid all (hufHings 
and difguifes, and to let my adings appear naked and 
open, which I am certain muft juftify me ; wherefore I 
defire you will both of you endeavour to make his Ma- 
jefty fenfible that I am pundual in obeying his com- 
mands in all legal things ; and where any happen to flip 
which are otherwife, or inconvenient to his fervice, I do 
conftantly make reports upon them to fuch perfons as 
himfelf direds me ; and that no frowns of any of his 
minifters how great foever, fliall ever divert me from 

this 
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this courfe, and then to all his miniflers, as treafurers, fe- 
cretaries, &c. you may aflure them that I do and will 
conftantly keep the buiinefs of this kingdom, as far as 
in me lyes, to its proper officers, unlefs his Majefty com- 
mands the contrary, in which cafe it is my duty to obey 
him. I have nothing further to add, but hope Mr. Har- 
bord and yourfelf will continue your care of me, and 
to recommend to you the managing of it with the 
greateft plainnefs imaginable. 

I remain, your mod afFedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

The paper enclofed, being part of a letter from my 
lord of Arlington to me, I defire you to deliver to Mr. 
fecretary Coventry ; it belongs to fbme other papers which 
I fent him the 29th of April. Herewith you will alfo re- 
ceive two bills for five hundred pounds. 

TO MR. HARBOR D. 

Mr.Harbord, Dublin Caftle, May 4. 1675- 

T Do very much long to hear of the receipt of my late 
■*• letters, concerning the inftnidions which were brought 
me by my lord Ranelagh. I hope a poft or two will 
bring me an account of them. I would have you to ac- 
quaint his Majefty, that the books of the difpofition of 

Kk lands 
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Jkuds here, by the cotirt of claims, ai^e now cotD^etedy 
and IviU.be ready to be fent withia « fortnight. I coa- 
ceive whilft the parliainent ftts there will be little leifure 
to look into things of this ibit> but £> ibon iis I hear of a 
recefs I ihall fend a perCon dver witk thei% tQgether with 
a ifiiembrial that ooiay liead to the itife^ofthefe shocks them- 
felves ; as alfb ibme propo&ls rektiag to the method of 
the diipofing of the lands which fhall be recovered, &c. 
I remain, your moft a'^^oneEtte friend, 

E«BEX. 
TO THE EARL O'F SHAPTSBURY. 

Mt Lord, Dublin Caflle, May 4, 1675. 

T TAVIN^G formerly troubled your lordfhip with a 
-■■ "*■ letter of mine in a cafe depending before the houfe 
of peers between my lord Loftus and Mr. Barret, where- 
in I received your lordfhip's favour, that it might receive 
a difpatch, and that men might not be wearied out with 
tedious andexpenfive fuits, and with the long attendance 
required to them; and hearing that the caufe is now 
again brought before' the lords* in parliament, J. could not 
refu fe the dedre df - my lord-Loftus, -to : remind your, lord- 
fhip of this my former letter ; and-alfoto acquaint your 
lordfhip, that fince that time, upon a petition of Mr. 
garret, and reference to me from, his M^eily, I was ob- 
6 ligcd 
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liged to examine the whole a^r ; it aiked me two 
whc^e dap hearing: I took the two chief judges (my 
lord chief juftice Booth being then in England] to my 
ailiftance, and I made a report thereupon to his Majefty, 
which I have done with all the care and juftice I could ; 
both parties had (x>pies of this report, fo as I fuppofe my 
lord LoftU8*8 agent will Ihew your lordihip one of them, 
and therein I have (aid all that occurred to me as the true 
ftate of the cafe. I fhall not, in matters of juftice, re- 
commend any thing one way or other, only give what 
help I can for information, which having done, l Qall 
trouble your lordfliip no further, but remain 
Your lordfhip's 

moft faithful humble fervant. 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear BrothIbr, Dublin Caftle, May 8, 1575. 

T HAVE yours of the 27th of April, giving me an 
**' account of fbme proceedings in parliament. You 
feem very much joyed that I was not named in that part 
of my lord treafurer's impeachment which related to this 
country. Tho' I think no one would defire to be namefi 
in the houfe of commons by way <^ crimination, yet I 
doubt not but this houfe of commons are in all reiped; 

K k 2 as 
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as worthy and juft as any other have b^en, and that (o 
wi(e a body as they, will not believe a man to be i&ulty 
only becaufe fbme one malicious perlbn fays he is. The 
particular which was hinted to me was to this eiied> 
that I had combined with my lord treafurer to introduce 
new methods for the difpatch of Irifli bufinefs. I am 
fure the late letters I have writ^ if they are come to youi 
hands, are fufHcient to fhew the contrary ; and the prir 
vate inflru<^ions which are the things pointed at in my 
lord treafurer's impeachment, were procured in England^ 
and fent hither, without my knowledge or concurrence. 
I am not aihamed to have all my actings that relate, to 
this government of Ireland, or concerning, the publick,. 
looked into ; nor do I think I can ever receive prejudice^ 
but rather an advantage, by having them fcanned ; yet I 
muft on the other fide tell you further, that I find Mr. 
Harbord extreme unreafbnable, for he is perpetually in* 
finuating to me, as if I (ufiered much in my reputation 
in England by keeping fair witli my lord Ranelagh. 
The vice-treafurer & place of this kingdom is in his Ma- 
jefty's gift, and he has been pleafed to beftow it on this 
perfon ; now that it ihould be attributed to me as a hvilt, 
that I (hould live fair and well with thofe of his Majefty s 
minifters that are in this government, is a mod miracul- 
ous thing to me; if any man can fhew one tittle of com- 
bination with my lord Ranelagh to cheat his Majefly, or 
one inftance wherein I have connived at any undue arti- 
fices 
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fices or pradlices ufed in relation to their undertaking, 
then truly I were juftly to be blamed j but to be cenfured 
by an oppofite party, the head of whom, when he was 
fccretary, did, at my lord Ranelagh's inftance, offer to 
his Majefty's fignaturc, and counterfign himfelf, feveral 
orders, which if purfued did quite con trad id: fome claufes 
in the undertaking itfelf, and gave them a latitude of 
compounding of debts here, contrary to the cxprefs words 
of their covenants ; and that I, who never failed to re- 
prefent the ihconveniencies of thele letters, and multi- 
tudes of others for grants, before I put them in execution, 
fhould now by thefe men be blemifhed upon this point, 
feems one of the ftrangeft things in the world ; that I 
can hy that there is not one man on that fide the water 
fMr. fecretary Coventry being only excepted, who indeed 
hath behaved himfelf exadly well. Sir Jo(eph William- 
fon hath icarce done any thing relating to us) who hath 
meddled with the aflairs of this kingdom, but I could, 
if I were upon the Ipot, (hew notorious faults they have 
committed fince my coming hither ; but it is not my part, 
Hor hath it ever been my inclination, to accufe men. I 
have and will keep ftridly to the performance of my or- 
ders ; let others take their own ways and qourfes in their 
aflairs. I muft alio again remind you to advife Mr. Hari* 
bord to go more plainly to work in all my bufinefs. . I . 
renain. 

Your moft afFeftionate brother^ . 

E S S EX. 
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TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, May 8, 1675. 

T Herewith fend your lordHilp copies of a petition, an- 
"^ fwer, and replication, in a matter in difpute between, 
my lord of Ormond and the commifEoners of the trea-? 
fury. As I was going to a hearing, I found an order of 
council, which had feveral months lay by me, relating 
to this affair, by fome words whereof it feems to me 
that his Majefly had refervcd the judgment of this cafe 
to himfelf. ThoV the words are not clear to that pur- 
pofe, yet fince they may be of that meaning, I thought 
it mofl proper to tranfmit the papers into England, ra- 
ther than to decide it here : and that no prejudice might 
happen to either fide, I have, by confent of both parties, 
ordered that the two thoufand five hundred pounds, be- 
ing the monies now payable at May, and the fum in 
queflion, be depofited in the farmer's hands 'till the 
eighteenth of June ne^, before which time his Majefty 
will, I hope, give a determination to this afiair. And 
being entered upon this point of the year's value, I con- 
ceived it fit ht me, and indeed the duty of my place, to 
flate a queflion which may arife upon this fubjeft be- 
tween his Majefly and my lord Ranel^h and ^Mitaers : 
the cafe is exprefTed at large in the paper herewith ea* 
elofed, and is of confiderable value. Having heard there 

have 
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JlaV'C been fame debates in council, who was the proper 
ofiicer for the lieutenant of Ireland to correfpond with, 
and the matter remaining yet unfettled, I have therefore, 
to avoid .all occafions of difguft, in purfuance of my 
private inftru6tions, ient yo^ir lordship thefe papers, and 
in iconfonmty to isxmfr rule^ and diredions, tranfmitted 
to Mr. iecretary Oxventry duplicates of them. 
1 am your loi!d£bip*s 

mofl &ithful humble fervant, , 

ESSEX. 

State of the cafe between his Majefty and the lord 

Ranelagh. 

By the aft of explanation, there are three hundred^ 
thoufand pounds to be raifed, which are to be paid to 
the following ufes, vifs. 

Fifty thoufend pounds to the King. 
Fifty thou&nd pounds -to the lord Ormond. 
One hundred thoufand pounds to the 49 officers. 
And the kft one hundred thouland pounds to be iiTued^ 
out for the difcharge of fuch .(urns of oioney, as his 
Majefty had • appointed to be paid out of theh^f y^^ars 
rent, payable -by 'the fopoaer aft ; and .what :had been re- 
^ccived and *paid upon the iaid former aft, was to be 
reckoned as . part thereof. 

Out of this laft one hundred thoufand pounds, there 
were, at the time of the paffing the explanatory aft, forty- 
eight 
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eight thoufand pounds remaining to the due of Ormond, 
which was more than all the money that was to come in 
of this laft 1 00,000 pounds would fufHce to fatisfy, in 
regard there had been about fifty thoufand pounds raifed 
upon this former a<St, which being reckoned part of this 
one hundred thoufand pounds, there did not remain 
above forty-two thoufand pounds to be paid to complete 
this laft one hundred thoufand pounds. The duke of 
Ormond, in 1669, in purfuahce of an agreement then 
made between the King and the laid duke, afligned this 
forty-eight thoufand pounds to the King, and the King 
thereupon granted him five thoufand pounds a year for 
four years, with a provifbe to this efled, that if at the 
end of the feid four years the King fhould have received, 
by virtue of the faid duke's afCgnment to his Majefly, 
more than twenty thoufand pounds, then the faid five 
thoufand pounds per annum to be continued to the faid 
duke, until "he fhould receive from the King as much as 
the King fhould have received by virtue of his affign- 
ment. And if at the end of the faid four years, thfr 
King fhould not have received twenty thoufand pounds, 
by virtue of the faid duke's affignment, thea the King's 
payment of the faid five thoufand pounds a year to th6 
faid duke to ceafe, until the King fhould have received 
more than the faid twenty thoufand pounds, paid by vir- 
tue of the faid affignment. , 

The 
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The duke of Ormond received this five thoufand 
pounds a year for four years j and in the lord Aungicr's 
ftate of the revenue, whereupon my lord Ranelagh*s pro- 
pofals were grounded, this five thoufand pounds a year 
is reckoned upon as payable to the duke of Ormond, 
during the whole time of the faid lord Ranelagh's con- 
tradt. 

But at the end of the faid fout years, this payment of 
five thoufand pounds per annum to the duke of Ormond 
ceafed, in regard the King had not then received (b 
much by virtue of the faid duke's affignment, as the 
twenty thoufand pounds that the faid duke had received 
in thofe four years from the King. 

The King hath fince received the greatefl part of the 
laid three hundred thoufand pounds ; and the h&. fum 
payable to complete the whole payment thereof, beii^ 
about thirty-one thoufand pounds, is this prefent year 
applotted upon the whole kingdom, to be paid at Lady- 
day lafl, and Michaelmas lafl, by even proportions; 
which when received, the whole three hundred thoufand 
pounds will be paid ; and the duke of Ormond now ex- 
pels that his payment of five thoufand pounds a year 
fhall again begin, and be continued unto him until he 
{hall have received twenty thoufand pounds more, or 
thereabouts, that the King will receive by virtue of his 
affignment, befides the faid twenty thoufand pounds al- 
ready paid. 

LI The 
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The duke of Ormond can at the utmoft expeft to re- 
ceive but five thoufand pounds more for this prefent year 
from the King, before my lord Ranelagh's contrad de- 
termines at Chriftmas next, within which time the whole 
refidue of the three hundred thoufand pounds will be 
due and payable to my lord Ranelagh and partners ; fo 
that at the end of their contraft there will be, at the leaft, 
about feventeen thoufand pounds due from the King to 
the duke of Ormond, to be paid him by five thoufand 
pounds a year, from Chriftmas next, out of the revenue 
here ; and the whole money affigned to the King in con' 
fideration of this five thoufand pounds a year, will grow 
due before Chriftmas next. 

So that unlefs my lord Ranelagh and his partners, at 
the end of their contrad, leave as much money in the 
treafury of what was affigned to the King by the duke of 
Ormond) as will fatisfy the duke of Ormond what will 
be then due to him from the King, there will be a lofs 
to the King of fo much as will remain unpaid to the duke 
of Ormond, at the end of the lord Ranelagh's contrad. 



TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Si r, Dublin Caftle, May 8, 1675. 

"VrOU wilU enclofed with this letter, receive a' peti- 
tion, anfwer, and replication in an affair relating; 
to my lord duke of Ormond. I was indeed proceeding 

to- 
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to a (Jetermination of this matter ; but upon review of 
ibme of my papers, I found an order of council, dated 
January 14, 1673-4, wherein are thefe words, " in 
** which time his grace will be able to make out and re- 
" prefent unto his Majefty that matter ;" which feem to 
me as if his Majefty had referved the hearing of this 
aflair to himfelf; whereupon I thought it my duty to 
defift, and for the prefent; that no wrong might be done 
to either in the cafe, I ordered, by confent of both parties, 
that the two thoufand five hundred pounds, being the 
money now payable at May, fhould remain depofited in 
the hands of the farmers of Cork-houfe till the eighteenth 
of June next, before which time, I hope, his Majefty 
may pleafe to give a final determination to this matter. 
And now that I am upon the fubjed of the year's value, 
and the payment to my lord of Ormond out of it, the 
duty of my place obliges me to give his Majefty an ac- 
count of ^ particular within that fund, which may raife 
ibme diipute at the cloie of my lord Ranelagh's contrad ; 
and indeed I conceive it were for his Majefty 's fervice, 
that the thing were determined fomething earlier : the 
cafe itfelf is ftated at large in one of the papers here en- 
cloied, mafked IV. it concerns the King to the value of 
Seventeen thoufand pounds. It were ftrange if my lord 
Ranelagh fhould receive the whole fund, out of which 
originally my lord of Ormond was to be anfwered his 
money, and the King remain liable to the payment of 

L 1 a feven- 
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feventeen thoufand pounds thereof after the expiration of 
their patent: and I am of opinion that this was not 
thought of at the clofe of the agreenient Vtrith my lord 
Ranelagh ; but doubtle^ it were very convenient, that the 
matter before the re-applotment were all colleded, were 
taken into confideration, and fome way or other adju(l-> 
ed. The almofl three years experience I have had in 
this employment, males me know that any man does 
unwifely to argue by letters from this fide of the water, 
A point againfl one, and that (o dexterous a man as my 
lord Ranelagh, being on the place; wherefore having 
flated the cafe^ I have done that which was fit for me to 
do, and leave the remaining part to fuch further direc- 
tions as his Nfajefly fhall give therein. Your letter of the 
firft of May, which I received lafl nighty giving me an 
account that mine of the 24th of April was come to 
your hands, was moft welccnne to me, not doubting but 
the intrigue of the ai&ir I then writ to you about, will 
be fully dilclofed. 

I am, your moft ^thful humble fervant, 

ESSEX: 

Not knowing what method to hold for ^eprefenting 
things of this nature, it being, as I hear, a difpute in 
council, with whom I am to correfpond, I have therefore 
fent duplicates of the enclosed papers to my lord trea- 
fuirer, as well as tranfinitted them to yourfel£ 

4 i» 
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In this letter to Mr. fecretary Coventry, as alfo in that 
of the fame date to my lord treafurer, were enclofed 
copies of the petition, anfwer and replication, order of 
council, account of monies paid to meriting perfons^ 
ftate of the cafe between his Majefty and lord Ranelagh, 
&c. and likewife of fome claufes in lord Ranelagh*s, &c. 
contrad;. 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr. Harbor i>y DuUin Caftlc,. May 8> 1675; 

T H A VE yours of May ift, wherein you give mc a 
"*• good account of proceedings in England, which I 
defire you will continue to djo. Your letter gives me no 
occafion of anlwer, feve only one part, which I am con- 
fident is a miftake in you; yet, left it might concern me» 
I do now wrke to you that fubjeft. The words of your 
letter arc, ** there was a petition two days fince at our 
** door againft Effex^ whofe decrees are much complain- 
*' ed ofr but I believe it is fuppreft." I cannot imagine 
how this can relate to myfelf, in regard of the word De- 
creesy but rather fuppofe it may concern the lord keeper 
of England, or my lord chancellor herer however, I 
have been confidering with myfelf what there is done by 
me, which may bear the nature either of judgments or 
decrees^ aixd who thofe are which, may think tbemfelves 

aggrieved^ 
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aggrieved, or have any colour (for folid ground, I am 
confident, they can have none) of complaints againfl 
me. The orders of councils may be efteemed decrees, but 
I know not of any to be of difguft, except thofe con- 
cerning this city, at my firft coming over, which did 
indeed diftafte the feditious party there ; but for thefc, if 
we are heard, I am fure I can fully juftify them : for 
things done by myfelf, there are none that relate to meum 
and tuuniy but the debts due from the army, and for 
thofe, they are, I am certain, as carefully managed as can 
be in the world. Of many hundred of petitions, I may 
.fay a thoufand, I am confident there are not ten in the 
whole, but have been agreed by confent of both parties, 
and ordered accordingly : two cafes there are indeed of 
this nature, wherein the creditors feem diflatisfied. 

I. The one is between one Cafe, (who by the way I 
hear is gone into England) and one Thompfon, a fer^ 
jeant of the royal regiment : the truth of the ftory is 
thus, Thompfon owed Cafs fifteen pounds, for which 
Cafs petitioned ; and, upon the reference, Mr. Holroyd 
calling the parties according to cuflom before him, tho* 
he found Cafs very peevifh, yet agreed the matter by 
confent, that Thompfon fhould pay the fifteen pounds 
at two gales, as the report mentions afterward : this Cafs 
going home to his wife, who had fbme peevifh quarrel 
with Thomfon, fhe exafperated her hufband to infifl up- 
on the having the benefit of the law, and indeed did not 

value 
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value the debt Co much as to arreft this Thompfqp, to 
put afFronts upon him, and that only in Ipight ; fo as 
this Cafs came the next morning to the fecretary*s office, 
and finding Mr. Holroyd there, flung down his petition 
and report, and told him that he would have the benefit 
of the law, and that he cared not a f — t for them all, 
and that a privy counfellor would do his bufinefs for him. 
This Mr. Holroyd, who is now in London, can fwear to, 
if occafion requires it. This report being brought to me, 
and an account of thefe particulars, I faid that I would 
not have men jeft with me, and give confent, and after- 
wards fly off as they pleafed, and aftront thofe whom I 
employed, and thereupon direded an order anfwerable to 
the report. 

IL The other is l?etween one Knight, a foldier in the 
carl of Arran*s company, and one Baker, a townfman of 
Dublin, the latter of which petitioned to have the benefit 
of the law againft Knight, for two hundred pounds which 
he owed him. The petition being referred to Mr. Holroyd, 
there appeared an old agreement for the payment of the 
two hundred pounds at fevcral gales ; and the reporter did 
certify, tliat he thought it reafonable that Baker fhould 
beheld to this agreement, and that the other was con- 
tent to pay at thofe times : and an order was drawn ac- 
cordingly, purfuant to the report. I well remember whea 
this was brought to me, I looked upon two hundred 
pounds to be a great fum> and conceived it unreafonable 
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for »e to order any agreement of fo confideraWe a value, 
to be valid, if it were not fo in law. Ufually the cafe of 
^Idiers debts were within that narrow compafs, as I, could 
direA payment out of their perfonal pay, and by that 
keep the creditors ; but this was fuch a fum as Knights 
pay would never anfwer ; and befides, I looked upon the 
agreement a« a little extravagant in giving fix years time 
for payment ; I therefore refufed figning the order, and 
commanded Mr. Beecher to carry it to my lord chief 
juftice, to perufe and confider well of it ; who did fo, and 
returned it with fome words of amendment, written with 
my lord chief juftice's own hand, which being thus 
brought back, I figned it. 

And now I have done thir4ong letter, I am confident 
it is to no purpofe, but that you have only miftaken the 
figure of your cypher 38 for 83 ; if fo, pray take a lit- 
tle care of your figures for the time to come, otherwife 
you may run me into a multitude of errors. I cannot 
imagine that barely the being in employment, fhould in 
this age be efteemed a crime ; if fo, all government muft 
ceafe; and for my own particular, I ihall only defire, 
if any matter be ftarted again ft me, I may have a little 
time to examine my papers, and I (hall juftify myfelf. 
However, let all men rcfled:, that this my employment is 
very great ; and fo numerous are the papers I muft fct 
my hand to, as it is impoflible for me to perufe them 
all, tho' I did nothing but read day and night. Let any 

man. 
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man, who is but a juftice of peace, ferloufly con(ider 
whether he does not every year commit many faults in 
relation to his ofEce ; if he ads not at all, he breaks his 
oath, and if he does ad, the laws are fo various which 
guide him, it is impoflible for any man in that employ- 
ment to be if^treis 5 neverthelels this I am fure I can fay, 
that no man throughout the whole kingdom can juHrly 
accufe me of any notorious oppreflion or injuftice of any 
kind, or that I have done any irregular thing for profit 
to myfelf, or favour to a friend ; and upon theie grounds 
I ileep quiet, and am very much at eafe. 

I remain, your moft affedionate friend,. 

ESSEX. 

i M 1 1 ! r 1 ! 1 1 i i { r riM I M i I i i r i i { 1 n I i M i I 

TO THE LORD AUNGIER, 

Mt Lotrd-, Dublin Caftle, May 8^ 1675, 

T HAVE yours of the 27th of April, and give your 
lordfhip thanks for the intelligence therein. Methinks 
you begin pretty warmly in the houle of commons, but 
I hope all will conclude well for his Majefty's fervice. 
My other letters take me up fo much time, as I have no' 
leifure to fay any more, but remain^ 

Your lord(hip*s 

mod faithful and* afFedionate fervanr, 

ESSEX^ 

Mm To 
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TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, May n, 1675. 

'TpHIS laft pacquet brought me the welcome news of 

"■■ the votes pafled in the houfe of commons relating 
to your lordfliip ; and tho* 1 have ever hoped, that no- 
thing of moment could be ever fixed upon you to your 
difadvantage, yet knowing how bufy faction, and the 
animofities of men, always are againft thofe who poilefs 
great places ; I could not, without fome anxiety, attend 
the fuccefs. I aflure myfelf, my congratulation will not 
come unfeafonably, tho* later than others, it being dif- 
patched as foon as the diftance of place will admit, and 
is as real as any who pretended theirs earlier, and as your 
lordflhip will believe me to be one who wiflieth you may 
long enjoy the employment you hold with honour to 
yourfelf, and advantage to his Majefty's fervice. 
I am your lordihip*s 

moft faithful and moil humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE LORD CONWAY. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, May 1 1, 1675. 

T HAVE two of your lordfhip's, the latter dated the 
4th inftant ; as to what relates to the difcourfe at the 
council table, it was wrote not only to myfelf, but to 

4 three 
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three other peribns of confiderable quality, and all that 
fame which I recited in my former letter to your lord- 
fhip ; yet however, if five hundred men fhould fay it, 
and my lord^treafurer himfelf deny it, I fhall not at all 
believe the thing. 

I am glad to find the matters tend (o much to an 
union in parliament, and I hope they will rife in good 
temper. I cannot prefume to judge of things there, 
efpecially my whole mind having been fpr thefe three 
years only turned to the affairs of this kingdom ; but to 
my apprehenfion, if the parliament do comply fb far as 
to give the leafl fum of money that can be, the reputa- 
tion of his Majefty and the parliament being well toge- 
ther, will be of fo great advantage to his Majefly's in- 
'terefls both at home and abroad, as the credit of this 
will be of much more value than any money they can 
give, and probably at winter they will do more : fure I 
am, that if they be brought to any thing of this fort, 
the King is much obliged, and ought to value thofe per- 
&ns who are fb in'flrumental and afUduous in his af^airs.^ 

That concerning my lord Hallifax, feems the plea- 
fanteft fetch that I have known ; however it pleafeth me 
much tto receive inflances, as I do upon all occafions, of 
the firmnefs of my lord treafurer's kindnefS to me. There 
are fome little things wherein I conceive my lord Rane- 
lagh is in fome meafure to blame, and thofe relate to 
myfelf in particular ; and truly, when I know this of 

M m 2 any. 
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any, I am not fcrupulous either in telling it themfelves, 
or writing to fome friends that may difcourfe it with 
them. Your lordfliip knows well that my lord Ranelagh 
has ever many irons in the fire, and' defigns on foot at 
court to make friends ; therefore for fome of thefe pur- 
pofes, he affifts feveral perfons towards the getting of let- 
ters for grants in this country ; and then when any of 
thefe proves unreafonable, he tells the perfons that it is 
not his fault they do not receive the benefit of them, but 
it lies at my door: this he did both when he was here, 
and fince in England, as I could give feveral inftances, 
particularly my lady Stephens, whom he told, that if I 
would give an order upon her letter, (he fhould have her 
money. Whereas indeed it is the duty of the vice-trea- 
furer to obftrud letters, rather than forward them ; and 
when fuch letters do come, it is proper for the lieutenant 
if he fufped any thing of inconvenience, to refer them* 
to the vice-treafurer, whofe report fhould fignify any ill 
confequences arifing from fuch gifts ; and for this point 
I mufl acknowledge his partners have done me great 
right, and taken ofi' from me by the feveral reports they 
have made on his Majefly's letters, the clamours which 
men who are denied would caft upon me; now if inftead 
of this, my lord Ranelagh does always tell perfons that 
the fault lies in me, that they have not their monies and 
letters pafled ; tho' this is not an abfolute defiance, yet it 
is an endeavour to give me what trouble and difquiet he 

can 
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can in my employment, and indeed the going contrary 
to the very duty of his own place. I wi(h your lordihip 
Would difcourfe this matter with him, and fet him right> 
for truly there is trouble enough in performance of this 
office ; and no need that his Majefty's miniftcrs, who are 
fubordinate to the lieutenant, fhould create any more 
Vexation to him. 

I have nothing further to add, but to give your lord- 
fhip thanks for your continued kindne& to me, and to 
aflure you, that I am, with all reality, 

Your lordfhip's moft &ithful 

and moft aifedionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. HARBOR D. 

Mr. Hakbord, Dublin Caftle, May ii> 1675. 

T HAVE yours of the 4th of May, and in it an ac- 
**• count of the parliament's proceedings ; we have no- 
thing here to give you notice of, and therefore my let- 
ter will be fo much the (horter. I conceive this is a very 
inconvenient time to mention any thing of money ; and 
therefore the grace that was intended me by his Majefly, 
I dcfire it may abfolutely reft at prefent, and not one 
word be (poken of it. I would have you fpeak to Mr. 
Henry Howard, or the earl of Suffolk, that I may have 

three 
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three of my mares covered by fome of his ftallions, be- 
ing unprovided myfelf ; and fend the enclofed note to 
Canterbury fo foon as may be ; and alfo tell my brother 
Henry, that I have his of the 5th inftant. 

Mr. Petyt does fail in fending the journals of the houfe 
of peers ; there hath but one of them come fince the fit- 
ting' of the parliament, but thofe of the houfe of com- 
mons have conftantly been tranfmitted. The enclofed 
comes from a gentleman now a prifoner in. the King s 
bench, who is felling feme land near Hadham, pray let 
him know I am not in a purchafing condition^ fo that 
he may diipofe of it to any other. 

I am your moft afTedionate friend, 

ESSEX 



TO THE LORD HALLIFAX. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Ma^ 15, 16^5, 

' I ''HIS gentleman, major Ratcliffe, having fome oc- 

*■" cafions which call him into England, I could not 
let him go, without accompanying him with a letter to 
let your lordfliip know, that according to your firft re- 
commendation, I find him a careful diligent officer, and 
every way a very good man. The outfkirt of the world 
where I am, furniOieth us with little matter worth the 
troubling your lordfliip at any time, which makes me 

not 
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not fo often entertain you with any of my letters ; yet 
however, I doubt not but your lordfliip will believe that 
my wifhes for your happineis and profperity are ftill the 
fame as ever, and that my endeavours fhall not be want- 
ing upon all opportunities to evidence the reality of my 
being, 

Your lord(hip*s moft faithful 

and mofl humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO DOCTOR FELL. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, May 15, 1675* 

'TTHIS gentleman, Mr. Moore, is fon to a very con- 
**' fiderable nobleman of this kingdom, the earl of 
Drogheda, who having fent him into England in order 
to his fludies, apd for that end intending to place him 
in the univerfity of Oxford, his lordfhip defired *me to 
write a line or two to acquaint you therewith ; which 
having done, I doubt not but you will pleafe to afford 
this young nobleman your countenance and protection, 
wherein you will lay an obligation upon 

Your moft faithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR. THINNE. 

Mr. Thinmb, Dublin Caftlc, May i8, 1^75, 

T HAVE received yours of the iith of May, and 
■■■ there being little here worth the fending, I fhall not 
this pacquet trouble Mr. Secretary with a letter, but only 
remit to you the enclofed papers, which was a complaint 
made in England by a minifter of this country, who pre- 
tended he was illegally caft out of his livings^ which had 
it been fo, he ought doubtleis to have firfl come to me 
before he had offered his petition to his Majefly;. and 
beddes, I prefume the mafters of requeft are not the pro- 
per officers for fuch things, but the fecretaries* I have 
therefore enclofed my lord Primate*s report, that you. 
may give it Mr. fecretary Cbventryy to fhew him what 
manner of petitions men venture to offer. 

1 am your moft affedionate fervant^^ 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD CONWAY. 

Mr Lord, Dublin. Ca(Ue, May i^,. 1675.. 

"VT'OU cannot exped: any long letter ffonr. me, here 
"^ being nothing of confequence to communicate to 
you, the affairs of the country refting now fo much up- 
on what we {hall hear from your fide^ I have received 

your* 
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yours of the i ith of May, together with a very kind let- 
ter from my lord treafurer ; and this letter I fliall anfwer 
by the next pacquet. I cannot help the errors, which 
they who are related to me do commit, but (hall be fure 
for my own part to carry myfelf juftly and evenly to- 
wards all, and friendly to thofe who have obliged me. 
That men do labour to work mifchief, and create dif- 
quiet to one in my ftation, is no new thing, for I believe 
it was never otherwife ; but I doubt not to be flipported 
by the juftice of my adions, and the firmnefs I will ever 
jQiew in the pundtual obeying of his Majefly's commands. 

It feems to me but an ill omen, that the houfe of com- 
mons are Co ready to take fire one againft another, I pray 
God the temper of the nation be not the fame ; this king- 
dom may be looked upon as the quieted part of his 
Majefty's dominions, and I am confident may be kept fo 
with any ordinary prudence, for there is nothing trouble- 
fome here but the petty feuds pf the city of Dublin, 
which I perceive do ftill increafe, yet a good round way 
of dealing with them will I prefume fet all at reft. 

I have fpoken to my lord Coloohey for a gofliawk, 
who' tells me he has three airies, and therefore I fuppofe 
I fhall not fail of one fo foon as they are ready to be 
taken. I am, with perfed truth. 

Your lordfhip*s moft faithful, 

and moft afFedionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Na TO 
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TO THE KING. 

Dublin Cattle, May 22, 1675. 
May it piease your Majesty, 
TTTTHILST the-parliament was fitting, I concluded fo 
' '^ many other important affeirs would fill your 
thoughts, as your Majefty could not well be at leifiire to 
take the concerns of this kingdom into confidera.tion; 
and therefore I have hitherto forborn the diverting your 
Majefty with any of my letters, though fbme occafions 
have ariien, where there was need enough of knovtring 
your Majefty 's particular pleafiire ; for I have heard that 
feveral difputes have been of late between fomc of your 
Majefty *s principal minifters, concerning the pafting of 
grants, &c. in Ireland. Whatever their precedents are, I 
am fure your Majefty's pleafiire is a law in this cafe ; and 
whether your Majefty do think fit to keep the old rules, 
or to model this matter into new methods, I fhall punc- 
tually obey your Majefty 's orders. 

This conjundure (the expiration of my lord Ranelagh s 
contrail, as alfo that of the ^mers, drawing ib near as 
Chriftmas next) will occafion many fignal alterations in 
the affairs of this kingdom ; and therefore that all may 
be duly fettled, and that I may more clearly khow what 
meafures I am to obferve for the future, I do humbly 
propofe to your Majefty, whether it may not be con- 
venient I made a journey for feme little time into Eng- 
land, and upon thefe following confiderations, 

2 ift. That 
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I ft, That your Majefty may be truly informed of the 
ftate of this kingdom : this was perfbnally given by my 
lord of Strafford, twice in the time of his government, 
adjy. That your Majefty may underftand of what ufe 
and advantage this kingdom (if rightly managed) may 
be to the fupport and ftrengthening of your other domi- 
nions* 3dly, That preparations may be made for the 
calling of a parliament here, and the heads of fuch pub- 
lic bills propofed, as may be proper to be oftered there ; 
and that your Majefty may have fome prolpedb given 
you, what hopes there are of obtainmg a fupply from 
the people, for the repairs of neceftaiy forts, ftoring the 
magazines, and other public occafions. 4thly, In re* 
gard my lord Ranelagh*s contrad, and the farmers term, 
do both determine at Chriftmas next, it muft of neceffity 
be (peedily refolved, whether the revenue fhall be kept 
in farm, or for fome time taken into management ; if it 
be new farmed, thefe old &rms muft be abfolutely agreed 
with, fo as to preclude them from levying any arrears 
due to them during their time, or otherwife the new ones 
will be entitled to defalcations. If the revenue be kept 
in management, proper and experienced peribns muft be 
nominated commiftloners, to take charge thereof; and 
whether the one or the other be concluded, fome in- 
ftrudions muft be propofed for the chief governor to ob- 
ferve, to prevent your Majefty 's running again into debt. 
Laftly, a new eftabliihment is to be framed, fuitable to 
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the revenue which is likely to accrue to your Majefty, af- 
ter the determination of the prefent farm, fthly, In or- 
der to the rendering your Majefty 's revenue certain for 
the future, it is requifite that the quit-rents (a principal 
branch thereof) be completely fettled, which can only 
be done by abating them on fuch lands as are unprofit- 
able, and providing how the arrears due from them fhall 
be anfwered ; this work I have taken fome pains to mo- 
del, and have completed it, but it will be fo difficult to 
make the reafbns of it intelligible, and to anfwer the fe- 
veral objedions that may be m4de againft it, unlefs I 
were upon the place, I know no^ how it may be done, 
in fuch manner, as to convince the wtHdd of the clear- 
nefs and reafonablenefs of the thing. 6thly, The books 
for the difcovery of concealed lands being now com- 
pleted, and ready to be lent over, much matter will 
arife upon this fubjed, to propofe to your Majefty in or- 
der ta the finding out fuch lands as are fraudulently de- 
tained, and concerning the diftribution of them, pur- 
fuant to the adbof fettlement. 7thly, That I may from 
your Majefty *s own mouth receive diredions, in what 
manner, and to what points, I fhall corrc^nd with 
each of your great minifters* 

If thefe feveral heads be of that weight, as your Majefty 
doth conceive it to be of advantage to your fervice, that 
I were upon the place when tljey are debated and fettled, 

IfhaU 
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I fhall moft readily give my attendance there, in obedi- 
ence to your commands, which in ^11 things fhall guide 
the proceedings of 

Your Majefty's moft humble 

and moft obedient ftibjedt and fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, May 22, 16,75, 

T MUST give your lordfliip thanks for the favour of 
your letter on the n th of May, which doth fuf- 
ficiently (hew what arts are ufed to create mifunderftand- 
ings between us.; and as it feems this is endeavoured by 
divers on that fide the water, fo I can aflure your lord- 
fliip there are feme in this kingdom who do their parts 
as cunningly therein ; for it is unimaginable how many 
ridiculous reports are here raifed upon this fubje^b ; but 
as thefe pafs unregarded by me, fo I doubt not your lord- 
fliip will do- the like juftice by giving no credit to the 
vain fpeeches of men, who would drive on their own 
defigns of mifchieving us both ; and that you will ever 
by my adions judge of the fincerity of thofe profeflions 
I make of ferving your lordfliip. I am very confident, 
could I have the good fortune but to wait on yoiu- lord- 
fliip fome few hours, it would for ever clear my integrity, 

and 
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and fix me unmoveable in your good opinion. But con- 
fidering the nature of my employment, it is a happine^ 
that I have often wiflied, tho' without the hopes of en- 
joying. Yet now at ,this conjundure of affairs I am apt 
to perfuade myfelf it might be of confiderable importance 
to his Majefty's fervice, that after the parliament were 
rifen, and a leifure time to confider of the affairs of this 
country, I were upon the place for a mQnth or fix weeks^ 
and that upon thefe confiderations, 

I ft, That his Majefty might have an account of the 
ftate of the whole kingdom, which cannot be fo well de- 
lineated by letters, as it may be defcribed by difcourie. 

2dly, That preparations might be made for holding a 
parliament here, and the heads of fuch matters as are 
there to be treated on, refolved. 

3dly, In regard that my lord Ranelagh's contraA, and 
the farm, both determine at Chriftmas next, that it may 
be confidered whether it will be propereft to put the re- 
venue again immediately into farm, or rather that for 
fome time it be kept in management ; upon both which 
much may be faid. 

4thly, A new eftablifliment muft be prepared, where- 
in doubtlefs it is proper the chief governor were confulted. 

5thly, The books for difcovery of lands being all now 
completed, and ready to be tranfmitted into England, 
rules muft be agreed on in what manner to proceed to 

the 
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the difcovery of thefe concealments, and alfo by what 
methods thefe lands fhall be diftrjlbuted. 

6thly, The reducing feveral of the quit-rents upon 
unprofitable lands, and making fome conclufion with the 
prefent farmers for the arrears ; a work highly neceflary 
for the public good of this kingdom: as alfo for the fu- 
ture afcertaining of his Majefty's revenue, the model 
whereof is prepared ; but there are fo many objcdions 
againft it, as to anfwer them all I have drawn up a little 
traft by way of dialogue, which I have fent over by Mr. 
Godolphin, that your lordfhip may fee what large dif. 
courfes muft be writ upon every head to make them in- 
telligible, if matters of thefe natures be traniaded in 
England, and the lieutenant not upon the place. 

7thly, To confider and refolve upon fome courfe, for 
compofing the dillerences and difbrders of the city of 
^Dublin. I have no private occafions of my own, which 
require my coming or flay in England; and there- 
fore if his Majefty fhould think fit to command me over, 
I fhould be glad to be diipatched back again fo fbon as 
may be ; and I am apt to believe if I am upon the place, 
and the committee for Irifh affairs do regularly meet, 
that a third part of that time would conclude thefe mat- 
ters, which would otherwife be fpent in the debates of 
them, if I were abfcnt. I have had many flruggles in 
the two years and half that I have been here, and divers 
difficulties have attended the employment, being often 

put 
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put by the duty of my place to deny feveral requefts, for 
which fuch orders have come out of England, as would 
have much prejudiced his Majcfty's fervice to comply 
with ; and the experience I have now had, gives me light 
enough to difcover the fources from 'whence thefe arife. 
In relation to the future regulating of things of this na- 
ture, a little difcourfe. with his Majefty will be of more 
effedt than many letters; and herein I cannot but pro- 
mife myfelf all dcfirable afliftance from your lordfhip. 
For as I hope to make it apparent that nothing I propofe 
fhall tend to other than the public benefit; fo I am well 
affured that thefe foundations, as they gave tj^e beginning 
and eftablifliment, fo they will yet further confirm the 
entire good correfpondence which your lordfhip has ever 
been pleafed to favour me with, who am, with all fince- 
rity and refped imaginable, 

Your lordfliip's moft faithfiil | 

and mod humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Mr. Godolphin hath diredions to difcourfe with your 
lordfhip at large upon all thefe particulars. 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Si k, Dublin Caftle* May at, 1675. 

T HAVE fcnt over Mr. Godolphin to difcourfe with 
•*• you concerning this government, the expiration of 
my lord Ranelagh's contrad, as alfb of the farm draw- 
ing fo near as Chriftmas next, will of neceflity make fb 
great a change in the difpofition of aflairs here, as it may 
ieem reafbnable for his Majefty's fervice that I made a 
journey mto England this fummer ; fb as being upon the 
place when matters of ib much importance relating to 
this kingdom are modelled, I may liave the opportunity 
to propofe fuch things as are proper to be offered for his 
Majefty^s and this country *s good : befides, this of the 
farm, and my lord Ranelagh's contrad, there are divers 
other particulars of very great ;noment oh the anvil, and 
are of fuch a nature, as it is impoilible for me, uoleis I 
wrote volumes, and lent them over, to explain them fb 
clearly, as to render them intelligible. For the heads of 
all which, I muft refer you to a paper Mr. Godolphin 
hath to prefent unto you. I can forefee no objedlion to 
my coming, but that it wiH occafion fomewhat of ex- 
pence to his Majefty, in maintaining juftices upon the 
place during my abfence. But doubtlefs the other con- 
fidei^tions will infinitely countervail that ; and befides, 
I hope this little charge may be an argument, when I- 

O o am 



282 L E T T E R S O F 

am there, to obtain a more fpeedy difpatch, which I 
fhall much defire, fo foon as thefe feveral particulars are 
fettled. 

I need add no miore to you upon this fubjed, leaWng 
the reft to Mr. Godolphin s narration, whom I have found 
fo gok>d a fervant, as you may credit what he (hall relate 
from me. 

I am your moft ^ithful humble iervant, 

ESSEX. 

My lord lieutenant conceives it neceflary, in order to 
his Majefty's fervice, that his excellency (houlc^come in- 
to England this fummer, for a month or fix weeks, upon 
the following confiderations. 

ift, That his Majefty may have an account of the 
whole ftate of the kingdom. This was given by the 
earl of Strafford twice or thrice, within the time of his 
government. 

zdly, Concerning the calling of the parliament here 
next year, and propofing the heads of feveral public bills ; 
and alfo what profped may be had of fupplies for the re- 
pair of neceflary forts, recruiting the ftores, and other 
public occafions,. which may require it. 

3dly, In regard the whole frame of aflairs here muft 
be new modelled, againft the expiration of my lord. 
Ranelagh's contrad ; which, as alfo the farm of his Ma- 
jefty 's revenue here, will determine at Chriftmas next, it 
ought therefore to be confidered, 
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ift, Whether it be better for his Majefty to let his re- 
venue in farm, or to keep it in management. If the 
latter be agreed on, it will be requifite that commiiEoneis 
be thought of to take care of that al&ir. adly, Some 
rules and inftrudions muft be agreed on, for the lieu- 
tenant to guide himfelf by, in relation to the revenue; 
as for inflance, that which has difbrdered his MajeAy's 
afikirs (o much, and brought him into debt here, is this, 
that letters for gifts and gratuities were obtained in Eng- 
land, which the lieutenant, as foon as they come over, 
immediately granted warrants upon, without confidering 
whether there were a fund clear for anfwering the lame 
(nay the vice-treafurer, viz. my lord of Anglefey, did 
often warrant the lord lieutenant, and had letters imme- 
diately direded to himfelf, for the payment of monies) 
which warrants, upon his Majefty's letters, with acquit- 
tances ■ from the perfons concerned, were fufficient 
vouchers upon pading the vice-treafurers accounts ; and 
he then telling the perfons there was no money in the 
treafury, • and that he muft borrow what he furnifhed 
them with ; compounded with them at what rates him- 
felf pleafed ; and took acquittances for the whole : nay, it 
was the pradice not to pay the money even for thefe com- 
pofitions, till the whole was paffed upon account in the 
exchequer ; fo that fuch great gains being to be made by 
monies payable on letters, thefe were anfwered as in the 
manner above-named, and the eftablifhment left unpaid. 

Oo 2 To 
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To obviate which inconvenience for the future, it may 
be thought ncccGaxy that the lieutenant have a pofitive 
inftrudion not to ifTue any warrant upon any letters o^ 
bounty, till the eftabliihment be paid, and to fee the 
fund clear to anfwer the lame ; by which means his Ma^ 
jefty will be kept out of debt, and the perfons on whom 
he (hall be pleafed to bedow his liberality, will receive 
the full benefit thereof without compofition en* deduction, 
other than the regular fees. That whatfoever letters 
come, the lieutenant fign no orders for placing any pay- 
ment in the eflablifhment, beyond what the certain re- 
venue will bear. Others alfb of the fame neceifity, and 
like kind, may be propofed. 

3dly, A new eftablifliment muft be framed, wherein 
will be feveral things fit to be difcourfcd of^ which can- 
not fo well be virit at large in letters. 

4thly, By his Mujeily's command, all the records of 
the kingdom, wliich relate to the diftribution of lands> 
by the aft of ftitlement, have been fearched, and ex- 
trads made out of them, in order to the difcovery o£. 
concealed lands. This work is contained in twelve or 
fourteen volumes, now ready to be fent over,, and muck 
matter will arife upon this fubjed, to propofe to his Ma- 
jefty, in order to the finding out fuch lands as are fraudu- 
lently concealed, and concerning the diftribution of them^ 
purfuant to the a£ts of fettlement,. 
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5thly, There is a ntccBkry work which is near com- 
pleted, viz. the future ietclemenc of his Majefty's re* 
vcQue of quit-rents, which muft be done by abating 
them on fuch lands as are unprofitable ; and alP> by pro- 
viding in fome meafure, to anfwer the arrears due to the 
farmers ; and to fhew how much mud be faid to explain 
this one particular, and make it intelligible, a dialogue 
is drawn up for that purpofe, which may be looked up** 
OB ; and this may be one inftance for all, to evidence 
kcfw much muft be writ upon the feveral heads of thefe 
matters ttaniaded in England,, and the lieutenant not 
upon the place. 

6thly, To coniider of ibme couHe, to compofe the 
diforders of the city of Dublin. 

ii the lieutenant be in Ireland, and my lord Ranelagh 
be in England, when this point ihall be refolved, he will 
infalliUy have the nomination of all the commiilioners ; 
and it will be a great hardship that the lieutenant (hall 
be anfwerable for all miioirriages, and not to have his 
part in the recommendation of thofe perfons who are to 
be intruftcd with the collcdion of public monies, but 
will be kept in the dark by the vice-trcafurer, and not be 
able to know any thing of the treafury, but what he 
pleafeth to communicate to him^ If the lieutenant be. 
not in England when this is done, my lord Ranelagh 
will infert penfions for whom he pleafeth, and perhaps 
procure fums of iponey for fcveral whom it may be con- 
A. venicnt 
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venient for him to gratify, and thereby divert the ad- 
drefles and applications of all officers and fuitors to him- 
felf, who ought to have their immediate dependance on 
the lieutenant. • 

TO THE EARL OF CASTLEHAVEN. 

Mr Lord, Dublin Caftle, May 22, 1675. 

T HAVE received yours of the 15th inftant, wherein 
you defire the pafling a grant for an additional pen- 
fion, directed by letter of his Majcfty's, dated April 1 8, 
1674, to be paid on the eftablifhment. Your lordfhip 
cannot be ignorant that this whole revenue is at prefent 
out of his Majefty's hands, and transferred to my lord 
Ranelagh, See. in order to the payment of debts, and 
anfwering an eftablifliment which is not to exceed 
171 843 1. 5s. 6d. This being completely filled up, if 
his Majefty grant any more than the fore-mentioned fum 
on the eftablilhment, it is in my lord Ranelagh and part- 
ners choice to ftop the money ; whereas, for example, if 
the grant be complied with, they may forbear the pay- 
ment of 100 1, per annum, to any one troop of 'the 
army or the like. 1 have divers letters of the fame na- 
ture before me ; as one for 300 1. penfion to colonel 
Willoughby, another of 200 1. per annum to lord Roche's 
children, and fome more of the fame kind, which, 

fhould 
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ihould I purfue it, would bring all the afiairs into con- 
fufion, and I could not be certain of having the troops 
or the civil lift duly paid. It is poffible, fbme who are 
fubtle enough on that fide the water where your lordfliip 
is, to caft it off from themielves, may lay the weight of 
denying men upon me, and {o may tell your lordfhip 
that the money fhould be anfwered, if I would do my 
part; and perhaps they may inftance the fund for the 
main regiment, concordatums, or other things ; but were 
I upon the place^ I could fb clearly fhew how all thefe 
are cloyed with payments, and anticipated with aifign- 
ments, as it is impoflible for me to do it. Mr. Godol^ 
phin, the bearer hereof, can demonftrate to your lordr 
fliip, that not any difrefped to you, but purely the im- 
poffibDity of cffedting it, hath forced me to refpite the 
execution of this his Majefty's letter. And I hope your 
lordfhip will not believe me (for an omiffion thus ground- 
ed) to be other, than as I am, moft really,. 

Your lordfhip*^ feithful humble fervant^ 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR ARTHUR GAPEL. 

Deaa Brother,. Dublin Caftle, May 25, 1675. 

T HAVE received yours of the 18th, but Mr. Godol« 
"*• phin, who parted hence on Saturday,, will, I hope,, 
icach- London by that time, this letter comes to you, and 

fo. 
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{o will leave the le^ for me to Uj upon the fubjed you 
have lately wrote to me. As to my lord duke of Or- 
mond, I cannot imagine why there fhoidd be any {ufpi- 
cion of unkindnefs between him and me ; for, I am fure^ 
there is no concern of his here that I have been wanting 
to the promoting of it, fo far as was confident to his 
Majefty*8 iervice. Not only fince my coming hither, but 
even for a good (pace of time before, there was a good 
underftanding between us ; and I do not know why I 
Should live ill with any of his Majefty's minifters, whilft 
I am in his Majefty's fervice. There are &dlions in the 
court, and thofe very high againft each other ; but fo" 
my taking part with one or the other, I cannot compre- 
hend how it is my bufinefs: therefore you may do well 
to affure my lord of Ormond of my refped and fervice 
for him. In a former letter you fpeak of fbme diipute 
between my lord Chamberlain and my lord Ranelagh 
concerning 1250 1. I do not well underfland upon what 
ground my lord Ranelagh can argue this. I remember 
it was myfelf difcovered, on perufal of my lord Rane- 
lagh's account, that by his contrad he undertook to pay 
Illy lord of Arlington 6250 1. being the flippofed re- 
mainder of a grant from his Majefty of loooo 1. If he 
had but paid my lord of Arlington the 5000 1. the 
looool. had been completed; which arofe from this, 
that 12501. were paid to my lord of Arlington more 
than my lord Ranelagh knew of when he made his con- 
trad: ; 
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trad; but my lord Ranelagh havjng undertaken to pay 
a determinate Tumof 6250 1. tho* my lord of Arlington 
could claim no more than the complement of 1 0000 1, 
yet my lord Ranelagh was obliged to pay. the 6250 1. fo 
as the King might beftow the other 1250!. where he 
pleafed ; and, if I miftake not, there is a letter by mei, 
to grant it to the earl of Arlington, This is the true 
ilate of the cafe, and, as I conceive, no body can give 
a determination to it but the King himlblf. . Before the 
next I fhall Ipeak with Mr. Leigh, my lord Chamber- 
lain's agent, a^^ then give you a further account of this 
matter. Pray acknowledge to my lord, of Arlington the- 
receipt of his letter of the 13th infant,, yrhick 1 ihaU 
aniwer by the next, having no time to do it now. 
I am yout moft afiedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr, Harbor d, Dublin Caftle, May 25, 1575, 

T HAVE yours of the 18th inftant, and together with 
**■ it a memorial concerning feveral letters which you 
have made my lord treafurer acquainted with. I have 
alfo received one of the fame date from my lord trea- 
furer himfelf, the like in effeft with the memorial in 
your letter. I fear the differences between the two houfcs 

P p will 
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will caufc the parKament'to break up in fomc diibrder, 
which will draw fudi' confequences after it, as may dif- 
compofe us all. >• Two letters from Sir Thomas Blake 
have come to my\ hands, wherein he feems to excufe 
himfelf for having moved fbme bufinefs in- England) 
!ivithout having firfl acquainted me with it : though, int 
deed, all men ought to let me know their pret&nitoos, 
before they are ftirred on that fide the watery yet this is 
an honeft gentleman, and did not fail out of^ anyietteQ'' 
tiorito difbblige me; therefore I defire yoii to letiiim 
know I do not take it ill. Forget not (|^ tell my lord 
treafurer that I have his of the 1 8th, but there beio^ no 
buiihefs to anfwer, it will be enough by you to acknow- 
ledge the receipt thereof. As for the farmers, they do 
not behave t^mfelves well towards .me, nor indeed, fair- 
ly towards the^ing ; and why I (hould have a good 
opinion of tfafem, whilft I £nd them failing, I do not 
underhand; 'for I will keep them to their duty if lean r 
and this you may let any of them know that are on that 
fide the water. Having nothing further to add, I re- 
main 

Yaur moft afiedionate friend, 

" " * " ESSEX, 
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TQ MR. HARBORD. 

Mr. Harbor D, Dublin Caftle, May zg, 1 675. 

T HAVE received yours of the 2 2d inftant, and doubt 
'*• not but you will follow the rules therein fet down, not 
to engage with any parties whatfoever, but to keep fair 
with all his Majefly*s minifters, which is that I have ever 
relblved to do. As my lord Ranelagh*s contrad and the 
iarm grow near expired, ib I do daily find that there 
will be much work on my hands at Chriflmas next to 
fettle and adjuft all things relating to thefe bargains, that 
his Majefty's revenue may be in a good poflure, either to 
keep in management, or to let it to farm ; and, I believe, 
few men in England will be able to judge the many in- 
tricacies and perplexities which are in this work. 

My lord of Tyrone, as I am told, is fome time fince 
gone for England. He is a peer of the realm, a privy 
oounfellor, governor of the county and city of Water- 
ford, and captain of a foot-company. Any one of thefe 
qualifications do oblige him to have the lord lieutenant's 
licence before he depart out of the kingdom. I hear he 
had fbme prefllng occafions to go into England, and had 
he aiked, he fhould not have been denied leave. But 
fhould I not take notice of men, who, being under com- 
mand, prefume to flight the governor fb much, as to go 
where diey lifl, I might be well thought negligent of 
his Majefly's aflairs. I would therefore have you fpeak 

P p 2 to 
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to both the (ecretaries, defiring them to flop any letters 
from his Majefty to licence his abfence ; it being an in- 
fufferable things and of moft mifchievous confequence 
in an army, to let ofEcers go where they pleafe, without 
acquainting their general therewith. Pray let my lord 
Conway and lord Ranelagh know, that I have both 
theirs of the 22d ihftant. The folemnities of this day 
take up fo much time, that it is impoflible for me to an- 
^jer them, but by the next they (hall hear from me^ 
Tell my brother Harry alfo, that I have his of the 22d> 
and that the laft I wrote to him did fully ftate the cafe 
of my lord of Arlington's concerns relating to the 1 250 Jgi • 
I am your moft affedionate friend, 

£ S 8 B X*. 

TO MR. GODOLPHIN. 

M&.GoDOLPHiN, Dublia Caftle, May 29, 1^75."- 

'nr^HE veffel being returned that carried you over^^and 

•*■ giving me an account that they landed you at 
Chefter water on Monday evening, makes me prefume 
this letter will not fail the meeting you at London. The. 
winding up all matters relating to my lord Ranekgh's. 
eontrad, and the farmers grant (both which muft be 
done at Chriilmas next) doth every day appear to me full 
s>£ intcicacies ^ and there, are fo many coniiderations to 

be 
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be had in order to his Majefty*s future revenue of this 
kingdom, and thofe of fuch natures, as will require not 
only a great deal of prudence and judgment to manage, 
but likewife ' moft particular inftrudions from his Ma- 
jefty ; all which do convince me of the neceility of my 
fpending feme little time in England this fummer : and 
I fear his Majefty will be greatly prejudiced, unleis he 
be clearly informed of the nature of feveral queftions. 
which will necefl^ily arife upon this fubjed : wherefore 
i doubt not but you will be careful of that errand which 
carried you for England; and particularly in purfuing, 
your inftru£kions^ to make .it evident to all his Majefty 's- 
minifters, that it k only propofed by me for the further- 
ance of his Majefty*s fervice, 

I am your moft affedionate friend, 

ES SEX- 



TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

S 1 R, Dublin Caftlc, May 2 9, 1 575. 

T HAVE received yours of the 1 8th inftant, and am 
-*• forry 'to find that a perfbn of your ilation and judg- 
ment fhould have fo mapy melancholy thoughts concern- 
ing a&iTs, which may well make one, at the diftance as 
I ain, doubt of -the event of things. 

One matter, pollibly of fome moment, I have to ac- 
<iuaint you with : a Spanifti {hip was taken by a French 

6 privateer. 
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privateer clofe to the bar of this harbour, and carried 
away on Thurfday in the evening. We have no civilians 
here that can inform me how juilifiable this adion 4^* 
for, tho' it were a little without the bar the fhip was 
leized, yet was it within the bar ; which may in fomc 
fort be reckoned part bf the harbour, divers fhips never 
coming over, but anchoring without the bar. This ac- 
cident has much difturbed the merchants of this town: 
indeed, I conceive, there ought to be one of his Majefty*s 
frigates attending here, to prevent any infults of this 
nature; for unlefs fome men of war do fecure us, any 
privateer ihay come in and do what they pleafe among 
the fhips, who are many of them Dutch, the merchants 
of this town trading generally in thofe bottoms. But of 
this particular ai&ir I have ordered examination to be 
taken, and by the next fhall give you a pundual account 
of all the circumilances. 

I am your moft ^ithfiil humble (ervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE EARL OF ARLINGTON. 

MyLoro, Dublin Caftle, May 31, 1675. 

XT OUR moft obliging letter of the i3di of May, I 
"*• received the laft week ; and tho' I do not often 
trouble your lordfhip with any of mine, yet I hope your 

I lordfhip 
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lordlhip -always fiiids, that upon any occafion, where 
my femce may be of ufe to you, I am very forward ta 
slA my part ; and do afTure your lordfhip, I fhall con- 
ilantly perform it with all the readinefs imaginable. It 
is, I know, a difficult matter, at this diftance, to judge 
of aflairs with you : nay, I believe, the mod dextrous 
man that is, tho* upon the place, is yet often to feek how 
to carry himlelf. As to my own paiticular, the plain-^ 
ne^ of my dealings, I doubt not, will fupport me at all 
times. I have often charged my brother and Mr. Har- 
bord to keep all things concerning me in that traft, with- 
out fhuffling or artifice. I hope they have purfued my 
concerns in that manner : and I am much the more con- 
firmed in this behalf, by the teftimony of your lordihip*s 
letter. If the Bifhion of the world fiiould Co much 
change, as that fteady and downright way which I have 
always piadiled, fiiould render me ufelefs to the publick, 
I ihould moft chearfully fit down at home. But I can 
never think any pains too great ; nor am I furprized at 
any difficulties which do arife, whilft his Majefty it 
plealed to retain a fevourable opinion of me : to the coi)- 
firmation and continuance whereof, I prefume your lord- 
fhip will ever be affiftant, as the kindeft part you can do 
forJiim, who is moft unfeignedly 

Your lordfliip's 

moft ^thful humble fervant, 

"■ . ESSEX. 
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TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, June r, 1 Syg: 

' I ''HIS fenres onljr to tell you that I have yburs of the 

-*• 25 th of May, which gives me an account that Mr. 
Harbord is gone you know not^ well whither, and to 
defire you to deliver the inclo^d to my lord of Arling- 
ton. I prefume Mr. Godolphin hath been with you ere 
this ; and till I hear from him I have little more to pj, 
but remain 

Your mod ai^dlionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

■ fl -i-IJl' 1 } M 1 {• ! r MN I i ! I 11 1 i I ' 1 i 1 n I 1 I I -H- 
TO THE LORD CONWAY. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Jun» i, 1675. 

NOT being able to write to you myfelf the laft poft, 
I appointed Mr. Harbord. to acquaint you, that I 
had yours of the 2 ad of May, fince whicli time I have 
h^d notice from Sir Arthur Forbefe, that you made 
fomc doubt whether all the letters you wrote were arrived 
here. We have received one of the firflr of May, di- 
reded to my wife, one to myfelf and another to my 
wife, both dated May the 4th, and another to myfelf, 
dated the i ith, and this laft to me, of the 2 2d, (o as I 
prefume they are all now acknowledged. By this laft I 

perceive 
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perceive my lord Ranekgh takes it not very well, that I 
have fent over the cafe flated concerning the payment of 
5000 1. per annum to my lord of Ormond, after the 
expiration of his contrad. I am fure the cafe deferves 
to be refolved 5 and by the moft judicious men I can 
{peak with here, they are clear of opinion fome courfe 
ought to be taken to fecure the King in it. I do not well 
know how it is confiftent with my duty to let it go 
longer undetermined, fince the laft fupply of the year's 
value is to come in at Michaelmas i^^xt ; and for my own 
part, I will perform the truft committed to my charge^ 
and not be terrified or put out of my way upon any 
confideration whatfoever. As to the fending thefe pa- 
pers to Mr. fecretary Coventry as well as to my lord trea- 
furer, I conceive your lordfhip is in a miftake, in think- 
ing that by my-inftrudions I ought to tranfmit them to 
my lord treafurer only ; for the fcope of thefe inftruc- 
tions lead only to this, that when letters relating to the 
revenue, or lands, 6cc. come from the fecretary 's, I am 
not to pals them, unlefi my lord treafurer's report be in- 
ferted in the fame letters : and therefore, confequentlyi 
when letters do come without the form, I return copies 
(Tver to my lord treafurer before I give my order upon 
them. But there is not one word in my inftrudtjons to 
exclude the correiponding with the (ecretaries : I mufl 
keep the bufinels in that method wherein it formerly 
Was. By a letter from my lord Ranelagh, as well as 

Q^q thjit 
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that of your lordfliip's, I perceive you have made a litdc 
niorc noife of that which concerned my lord Ranelagh^ 
jelating to grants, than I intended by my letter; for 
you have been with the King about it, and you have al- 
io (hown the letter itfelf to my lord Randagh, who is a 
little fcandalized> at my £iying he has many irons m the 
£re. What I know of this, I had from your lordfhip, 
tliat was, aiming to be of the bed-chamber^ to be an 
earl^ to be a privy couniellor of England ; ib as what I 
ofiered was purely to^yourfelf : and tho' there be nothing 
in that letter of mine but what I can very well juftify» 
yet I may, many times, (believing your lordihip to be 
my intimate friend) write things to you which will not 
be convenient to be {hewn to the parties themfelves. 
And upon this ground I have writ my thoughts with as. 
much freedom,, and perhaps carele&nefs, as I uied to dif^ 
(x>urfe with, your lordfhip in my clofet,, and (ball con- 
tinue (a to doy prefuming upon the entirenefs of your 
iordfhip*s af&dions to me ; and leaving the ufe thereof 
to be made as you conceive befL I am with perfed: 
truth 

Your lordfLipV 

moft &ithful humble fervant^ 

ESSEX. 



TO 
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TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

Mt Lord, DuUia Cafile, June i, 1675. 

"D Y your lordihip's of the 2 2d of May, which I have 
■■-^ newly received, I find that my lord Conway has 
had fome difcourfe with you concerning grants here. I 
cannot but profefs, that it is one of the tendered points 
to a perfbn in my. Aation, to caft on the chief governor 
the odium of denying fuch letters of his Majefty's bounty, 
as many times indeed cannot be complied with ; as alio 
to endeavour to procure favours and liberalities, and 
thereby engaging the dependance on another, which 
ought to be acknowledged as flowing from his Majefty*s 
grace : yet, if he who commands here, be not the hand 
through which the(e are dilpenfed, it will foon difable 
him from having that influence on the people, as is ne-< 
ceflary to fupport the dignity of his place. I am fure, 
your lordflUp could not, at your lafl; being in Ireland, 
but obferve what an interefl: remains of a great man who 
commanded here many years, by reafon of the abfolute 
power he had of gratifying multitudes of people. And^ 
I do not know how it is poflible this kingdom will ever 
be reduced to that true dependance on the crown, as it 
ought, unlels fome means be ufed to convince the world 
that the like power of doing good to thofe who are faith* 
iul, is intrufled with another governor, as was with him. 
Any thing, therefore, which may tend to an undermin- 

. Q^q 2 ing 
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ing or demolifhing of thofe fupports, does confequently 
hinder this work, which, I conceive, is highly neceflary 
for the King's {ervice. And this I would not fcrupje to 
fay, even to his Majefty himfelf, tho' another, (and he 
one whom I had no friendfhip for) were in the place 
where I am. Wherefore your lordfhip ought not to 
think it ftrange, if I am jealous of the fmalleft touch 
upon this firing. And I am very confident, that one 
who is mafter of fo much reafbn as yourfelf, and that 
underftands the conftitution of this kingdom and people 
here Co well as you do, cannot but agree with me in this 
particular. It were very happy, that all the Several mem- 
bers of the body politick did accord in the performance 
p£ their proper functions, as they do in a healthy body 
natural ; for then the like ftrength and vigour would ap- 
pear in this, as is often feen in the other : but doubtlefs, 
your lordfhip has no reafon to take it ill ; for when I 
fufpedl you do in £)me things exceed the bounds of your 
place, I tell you gently of it by a friend efpecially j it 
being to no other end than to continue and preferve a ' 
good correfpondence betwixt us: and the freedom I have 
ufcd to you in this letter, I deflre you to keep to your- 
felf ; unlefs you think fit to fhew it to my lord Conway, 
or at f^e leifure time to my lord treafurer, there being 
hints in it relating to a perfon -which you cannot miflake. 
And, for my own part, I hold it the befl way of going 
through with the King's buflnefs, to do it calmly, with- 
out. 
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out falling foul of any man, or engaging myfelf in need- 
lefs contefts : and for this reafbn I again defire this letter 
may not go further than I have already mentioned. By 
what I have communicated, your lord(hip may eafily 
judge of the reality wherewith I am 
Your lordfhip's 

moft &ithful humble (ervant, 

ESSEX. 

♦♦ »»»♦ »♦»» ♦ ♦»»♦» » » ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦♦ ♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, June i» 1675. 

npHIS ferves only to enclofe a petition of the 49 of- 
ficers, it being prefented by them to me. I made 
anfwer, 1 could do nothing in the matter, his Majefty 
having concluded the pafilng of a. grant therein men« 
tioned, to colonel Cary Dillon, by feveral repeated let- 
ters J and it lying out of my power^ I told them that 
they muft make their application in England, if they 
expeded any relief. That, you may be acquainted with 
the whole proceedings relating to this bufineis, I have 
fent you the copies of his Majefty's letters, as alfb of the 
reprefentation I made to the lord of Arlington upon this 
fubjeA, all which are here enclofed. I remain 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 1 

ESSEX. I 
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The humble petition of the Truftees appointed to man« 
age the fecurity of the 49 oiHcers. 

Humbly flieweth, 
npHAT his facred Majefty, taking into his princely^ 
coniideration the eminent ablings and fuflerings of 
the faid officers in his and the iervice of his father, in 
the war of Ireland, before the 5th of June, 1649 ; and 
that neverthelefs, by the partiality and injuftice of the 
late ufurped powers, there was no provifion made for the 
fatisfadion of the laid jnft and honourable Iervice^ was 
gracioufly pleafed, by his publick declaration of the 30th 
of November, in the twelfth year of his reign, which 
foon after was enaded and made a law by the a<as of fet- 
tlement and explanation, to declare, that all the forfeited 
lands, tenements, and hereditaments, undifpofed of to 
adventurers and fcddiers in the coimties of Wicklow» 
Longford, Leitrim, and Doncgall, and in the provice of 
Conaught and county of Clare, lying within one mile of 
the river Shannon, or the fea, and all the hou(es and 
tenements forfeited within the feveral walled towns and 
corporations, and lands thereunto belonging, not then let 
out to adventurers or foldiers (except f^pac houfes in 
Wexford) together with the benefit arifing from mort- 
gages, ftatutes-ftaple and judgments, where the lands 
were not then di^iofed, (except as in the faid ads is ex- 
cepted) together with a year, and a year and half's rent 
2 "■■ impofed 
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xmpofed on the foldiers, which was afterwards by the a<9: 
of explanation afcertained and reduced to one hundred 
thouiand pounds, fhould be and remain for fatisfa<Slion of 
the perfonal arrears of the laid officers^ in fuch method^ 
manner, and proportion, as by the faid declaration and 
ads are limited and app(»nted ; wherein it is provided> 
that fuch of the faid officers who had no fatisfadion in 
lands or otherwife, for fervice fince 1649, fhould be im- 
mediately fatisfied out of the faid fecurities 12 s. 6 d* 
per pound, and the remaining part to be equally divided 
amongft all and every the commiflioned oiHcers, who 
had any arrears due for fervice in Ireland before the year 
1 649. That by the faid a<^ great care is taken, that 
the faid Security be ^t out to the faid ofHcers, according, 
to their re^)ediv€ arrears of pay due unto them, in an. 
equal propoitio&) with equality and indiflerency, with-^ 
out priority, precedency, or preference, as by the very 
many daufes and inilrudiocis in the faid ads of fettle* 
ment and ex^^nadon contained, whereunto the peti> 
tioners refer themfelves, it doth and may appear. 

That upon the diflribution o£ the feid fecurity l^ hi» 
Majefly's commiffioners, for executing the ads of fettle 
ment and explanation, it fo fell out by reafon of the 
fcantnefs of the faid fecurity, in reference to the debt due 
to the faid officers; and partly by reafon that very many 
houfes, and other parts of the faid fecurity were conceal- 
ed and withheld by divers perfons,, who pretended title: 

to. 
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to the fame ; and no fufficient time given, or reward 
propounded, to fuch as ftiould difcover what was fo con- 
cealed and withheld. 

That the faid officers, to whom a fatisfadion of 12 s. 
6 dv per pound, at lead, was appointed by the (aid ads, 
received after many years attendance, and great expence 
in attending and profecuting the &me, no more than 
5 (hillings in the pound of their debentures, whereof 
3 s. id. in the pound was in houfes or land, 3 d» in the 
pound in Limerick, and one {hilling and eight pence per 
pound, in the 1 000 1. appointed to be paid to each of 
the hundred lots, for which loool. which was undoubt- 
edly the bed and cleared part of the faid fadsfkdion, the 
faid forty-nine officers, upon pretence of a vciuatuy 
confent, faid to be given by the (aid officers, were drawn 
to accept of a compofition of three hundred eighty-two 
pounds, odd money, for each of the refpedivc 1.000 1. 
w-beisof there was no fuch compofition made, till the 
faid officers had reafon to believe, that no part of the 
faid money fhould be paid, till fuch a compofition were 
firfl confcnted and agreed unto ; and yet the whole 
money defigned for the faid officers, had been, or is now 
levying on the fubjed ; fo as your petitioners have re- 
ceived lefs than four fhillings in the pound of their de- 
bentures, all dedudions being diicounted ; whereas all 
other interefts provided for by the faid ads of fettlement 
and explanation were preferved, and kept intire and in- 
^ violable. 
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vlokble. Notwidiftanding all which, your petitioners 
are given to underfland, that colonel Caiy Dillon, who 
can have no pretence to better, or other Tatisfadion than 
your petitioners, and. the generality of the 49 officers, 
liath obtained letters or warrants from his Majefty, there- 
by granting unto him a liberty and preference, to place 
49 arrears belonging to him, or any other from whom 
lie (hall acquire the fame, on any part of the iaid fecu- 
dty yet concealed or undifpofed of, which arc to be ac- 
cepted of in the purchafe of what ihall be fo difcovered, 
At the rate of 7 s. 6 d. in the pound, for the iaid arrears* 
to make up a full and complete fatisfadion of 12 s. 6 d. 
in the pound, for the faid arrears; whereas all others . 
liave received only 5 s. in the pound, whereby the gene* 
xality of the faid officers are endeavoured to be excluded 
Ifrom receiving equal proportions of what remains undif^ 
pofed of the faid fecurity. 

The premises confidered, and for that the i&id adt 
liave direded an equality of diflribution among the faid 
officers, as aforefaid ; and for that, the faid colonel Gary 
Dillon, who endeavours to obtain the whole advantage 
of what remains undifpofed yet of the faid fecurity, can 
pretend no greater merit in his Majefly*s fervice, than 
others of the 49 officers; and neverthelefs goeth about 
to elude and render vain the faid ads of fettlement and 
explanation : in order whereunto, he hath doubtlefs by 
furprize obtained the letters and warrants aforefaid from 

Rr his 
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his Majefty ; which your petitioners humbly conceive he 
would not have granted, had he been rightly informed, 
under that truft, the premi/Tes were vefted in him by the 
ads aforefaid. 

They therefore humbly befeech your excellency, that 
if your excellency (hall not be fatisfied with the truth of 
-what is alledged in this humble addrefs of your peti- 
tioners, they may be admitted by their council to wait 
upon your excellency ; and that you will be plealed to 
make a true reprefentation to his Majefty, of the whole 
ftate of this matter, to the end, that one peribn fb little 
concerned in the &id fedurity, may not carry away and 
appropriate to himfelf the remaining part of that fecu- 
rity, which the faid officers have purchafed, with their 
own, and the blood of their anceftors; and is by two 
a6ts of parliament to be equally divided among them ; 
and that, in the mean time, no letters patents be paflcd 
under the great feal, in purfuance, or by virtue or colour 
of his Majefty 's faid letters and warrants, or any other 
proceedings made thereupon, till his Majefty 's further 
pleafure be fignified therein. 

And your petitioners fhall pray, &c. 

O. St. George. John Cole. 

Ran. Clayton. Clanbrafill. 

Hans Hamilton. R. Coote. 



TO 
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TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, June i, 1675. 

T Herewith fend your lordfhip a petition of the 49 of" 
**" ficers, being a matter, whereupon I had long ago re- 
prefented my thoughts to his Majefty, and received a fe- 
cond and third command. I told them I would meddle 
no further in it, and therefore they muft purfue their 
bufinefs in England ; . and that I would fend over a copy 
of their petition, but that they muft fet it on foot there 
by their own agents. That your lordQiip may know the 
whole ftate of the matter, I have here inclofed copies of 
the king's three letters, and alfo a copy of my own let- 
ter to my lord of Arlington, bearing date the 5 th of 
February, 167J. 

Your lordOiip will alfo herewith receive copies of two 
of his Majefty*s letters, for pardoning the year's value to 
my lord Kingfton and Sir George Lane ; wherein I fhall 
make no progrefs, till I hear further from your lordfhip. 
Juft as I was writing this, Mrs. Willoughby, wife to 
colonel Willoughby, brought me a letter from youyfelf, 
wherein your lordfliip is pleafed to exprels your defire of 
accommodatihg her with 2 or 300 1. out of the concor- 
datums. If it were poflible to be done, I fliould moft 
readily comply; but I do aflure your lordfhip, that there 
are not above fixteen hundred pounds remains for all ex- 
traordinary occafions whatfoever 5 the reft of the con- 

R r 2 cordatums 
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cordatums being charged with conftant annual payments^ 
£0 as indeed, the whole remaining within our difpofe, is. 
fcarce able to pay for the taking of tories, and fuch other 
works by the by, much lefs for keeping his Majefty's- 
houfes in repair, removing ammunition,, or other inci- 
dents. So as if I do not furnifh her with this fum (which, 
however I fhall ufe my befl endeavours, if it can be com- 
pafled) it is not out of any difrelped to fulfil your lord^ 
fhip's motion, but purely becaufe the money is not to.^ 
be had.^ 

t am your lordlhip'a « 

mod faithful humble fecvant,. 

ESSEX- 



TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Jjinc i^ 1675^. 

T N Jny laft,. I promifed you a further account of the 
■*' Spanifli fhip, which was taken in this bay,, the par- 
ticulars whereof, and the feveral circumftances relating 
thereunto, you will find in the examination herewith en— 
clofed ; and that it may be the more intelligible, happen- 
ing to have a map by me of this port, I' have caufed thcL 
places to be marked in it, where the thing was done. 
Here was another French fhip lately in this port, which, 
brought fome goods from France, aijd- owned hcrfelf to 

z have 
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Bave a commiffion to take any of the French king's 
enemies. She went out about three or four daysj> and m 
reported ta lie at Lambay, being an ifland about two 
leagues northward from Hoath. It is believed (Hip attends 
the coming out of fome Dutch fhfps who are now in the 
harbour lading goods, to return home. I perceive the 
merchants of this city are much difturbed with thefe 
proceeding ; but we have none here fkilled in that fort 
©f learning, to inform me whether thefe French are by 
the marine laws juftified in what they have done. For 
my own part, fpeaking by guefs, I am apt to think,, that 
any (hip within the bay, is doubtlefs under his Majefty's. 
protedion, and ought not to be feized j it being the 
lame cafe, as to take a fliip from the mouth of the river 
of Thames: nay,. I doubt whether his Majefty may not. 
challenge, as his chamber, the whole fea between Eng- 
land and Ireland, the coafts on both fides being his own ;, 
and if fo, when any fhip is turned the Lands-end in: 
Cornwall, {he muft be allowed to be within his Majefty V. 
pro^edtion ; and confequently not to be feized by any.. 
However, if pradice and former precedents have not ex- 
tended his Majefty's. power to thefe large limits, that' I: 
imagine; yet furely for privateers to hover about the 
mouth of one of our harbours,, as it were befieging them,, 
and feizing fliips that come in or out, can hardly be re- 
gular. I am; I confefs, a little apprehenfive of fome 
affront from thefe French: privateers,, it being eafy for 

themi 
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them to come into the harbour, at their pleafure, and 
there plunder or fire what fhips they think fit. Nothing 
can remedy this, but his Majefty's fending a fmall fi-igate 
hither (one of twenty or twenty-five guns will be beftj to 
fecure us : in former times this port was feldom without 
one or two fuch, and indeed confidering the cuftoms his 
Majcfty receives here, which is commonly 30000 1. per 
annum, I think it may well deferve to be a little better 
looked after. Having thus reprefented the whole, I fhall 
humbly fubmit it to his Majefty's confideration, and 
remain 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

The examination of James Tanner, gent, furveyor of 
the port of Dublin, who being duly fwom and examined, 
faith, that on the 2 2d of this inftant May, a fmall floop, 
of about 20 tuns, belonging to Breft, one monfieur Le 
Gravell, commander, of about twenty years of age, with 
36 men, and four guns, came to an anchor, within muf- 
quet {hot of land, under Bullock, and continued there 
till the 26th inftant; and then purfued a Dutch ftiip 
from Norway, coming into the harbour, and loft her ; 
then came to an anchor under the hill of Hoath, as near 
as ihe could lie. 

That on the 29th, a fliip coming into the bay, from 
the fbuthward, a Spanifti bottom, with ten men aboard, 

I from 
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from Bilboa, laden with fruits and irons; the floop 
weighed, and with the help of her oars, 1 6 in number, 
came up with her, boarded her, and clapt fifteen men of 
his aboard, about 7 o'clock that evening. Seven of the 
Spaniards efcaped before in the boat, at which three guns 
were fired. The Spaniard was about forty tons, ^and was 
taken about two miles from the bar, fouthward ; about 
feven fathom water; above a league within the two head- 
lands of Hoath and Bullock. About nine that evening, 
the Spanifh merchant, pilot, and one private feaman, 
were brought on board the floop, the lafl of which, feem- 
ed to have his hands tortured with matches. She flood 
off to the fea, with the Spanifh fhip, about ten that 
night, with an intention to go to her pofl. This exa- 
minant*s caufe of knowledge, is, that he came on board the 
faid fhallop, at the very time that the Spaniard was taken. 
Cap. ^ jurat, coram me James Tanner. 

29 May, 1675. 
John Topham. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, June 2, i6j$. 

'T^HIS gentleman, Mr. Ufher, will attend you, with 
■*• a report of mine, upon a reference from his Ma- 
jefty. The report itfelf, together with the papers an- 
nexed, will fhew you the ftate of the cafe ; he being 

only . 
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only a private perfon, I conceive, will have difficulty 
enough, in a point of law, to ftruggle againft a whole 
fociety, and that of the judges and lawyers of this king- 
dom. I ihall add no more concerning the matter there- 
of, it being fully fet forth in the above mentioned papers, 
but leave it to his Majefty*s confideration. 

I am your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX, 

TO THE LORD MASSEREEN, 

Mv LoRV, Dublin Caftle, June 4, 1675, 

/COLONEL Cecil going now to Londonderry, I have 
^^ appointed him to wait on your lordfhip, to dif- 
courfe with you, concerning the beft means of fuppref* 
iing tories in that country : he will fhew your lordfhip 
my letter of orders to him, on that behalf. 

I direAed my lord chief juftice to give you an anfwer, 
to fome of your lord(hip*s letters, which I hope he hath 
done. I conceive, if fome of the city's tenants were 
minded of their duty, of providing arms, for the fecu- 
rity of the country, according to the covenants of their 
leafes, efpecially fuch as live near the parts, where thefe 
tories haunt, it may do well. I only apprehend, that 
fome of thefe very tenants themfelves, may have a cor- 
relpondency with the tories, which, if any be fuch, thofe 

arms 
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arms will be of no benefit to the public : I am fure men 
are foully belied, if fome that have leafes from the city 
do not connive at thefe rogueries. But your lordfhip 
who is on the place, can beft judge whom to employ. 
I am your lordfhip*s 

moil af&dionate humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD CONWAY. 

Mv Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 5, 1675: 

T Prefume Mr. Godolphin has attended your lordfliip, 
•■• tho' I have fent him away in fome hafte, hoping he 
might adjuft his bufinefs, fo as to be at London whilft 
the adjournment was, which gave me no leifure to write 
to your lordfhip. Yet my letter to my lord treafurer, 
was fo full, as I conceived it would have been fuperfiu- 
ous to have troubled you with any thing upon that fub- 
jeft, concluding my lord treafurer would not omit com- 
municating that letter to you. 

My wife's, from you, tells me, that your lordfliip has 
fome apprehenfions, whether, if I go, I fhall fo eafily 
return again. I have now fpent almoft three years here, 
and I hope, with honour and juftice ; but I find at the 
prefent, that fo many particulars will come upon the 
ihge, to be fettled, as unlefs I be a little upon the plac^ 

Ss to 
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to receive diredions, it will be impofllble for mc, for tEc? 
future, to fupport credit and integrity, with that intire- 
nefs, as I have ever defigned. Bulineis of my own, I 
have not the leaft in England, and it i&. purely upon the. 
public account, in order to the fettling matters for hi» 
Majefty*s fervice, that I go. If his Majefty fliould, while 
I am in England, think of another,, to govern here, the 
like might happen tho' I ftayed ; but I am very con- 
fident, if ypur lordihip ferioudy condders the heads that 
are now to be tranfaded^ you cannot but judge it fit, that. 
i were at the debate of thent: and if goodrules^be fixed^ 
touching, thefe mean points, I doubt not, but one year- 
more will go a great way, towards the final fetdement of 
the whole kingdom ; a work^ which I confefs, I have- 
feme degree of ambition to be the perfon. who fhould: 
perform. 

As for lords jufticcs,. in my abfenccj. I have Cent over- 
nothing under my hand^ conceiving it were reafonable 
firft to hear,, whether the King intended 1. fhould come.* 
over; but direded Mr. Godolphin, to acquaint his Ma- 
jefty, that there were none upon. the place,, but my lord- 
chancellor, and Sir Arthur Forbefe,. nor could L readily 
think of any more fit to nominate,. unlefs the King fhouldi 
eommand your lordfhip over,, to be one in. that com-r 
million. 

As to my lord chancellor's being on^ it is doubtleis.; 

aecefiary, except I ihould declare anabfolute breach with> 

^ himr; 
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liim ; for if you look into the lifts of lords juftices for 
an hundred years, you will ever find the chancellor to 
be one ; unlefi it were in the late lord of Strafford's time, 
in 1639. My lord Dillon, and Sir Chriftophcr Wandes- 
fbrd, were juftices ; but the reafbn of omitting the chan- 
cellor then, was the difpute between him and my lord of 
Strafford, for at that time, my lord of Strafford, and he, 
were at difference about fettling of that eftate ; and my 
lord chancellor was a prifoner, or went into England to 
anfwer before the council there, where my lord of Straf- 
ford himfelf were alfo prefent, fo as then, he could not 
be juftice. Afterward, in 1640, Sir William Parfons, 
and Sir John Borlace, were made lords juftices, and the 
chancellor was then omitted, the ground whereof was, 
becaufe the lord chancellor Bolton was then under an im- 
peachment by the houfe of commons: befides, I con- 
ceive there will be no bufinefi, but matters of courfe, 
pais while I am away. For the making of one fingle de- 
puty, I am for many reafbns, too large to be inferted in 
this letter, utterly againft it. Mr. Godolphin will further 
dilcourfe with your lordftiip, concerning this matter. 
The papers which were tranfmitted to you, being fbme 
inftrudions to Sir Arthur Forbefe, may fufticiently con* 
vince you of my intentions, relating to the royal regi- 
xnent ; but fuppofing I fhall quickly go over, I would be 
glad to make it my own work ; I have long relblved, and 
am ftill of opinion, that it is of importance to his Ma- 

S s a J€fty'* 



3i6 LETTERSOF 

jefty s fervice, to have them feparated, and fome other 
companies regimented, to keep conftantly in town. This 
you may communicate to our friends, you ufually con- 
verfc with ; but I apprehend it beft, to be put in execu- 
tion, when I am upon the place. 

I am your lordfhip's moft 
faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX^ 

I ! ill I i i I 1 i n I I I H - l M I i I I I I I I 1 M I I I I II 
TO MR. GODOLPHIN. 

Mr. Godolphin, Dublin Caftle, June 5, 1675. 

T HAVE your*s of the 29th of May, which gives me 
•*• an account of your arrival at London, and am very 
glad you came fo timely there. Your fecond letter tells 
me, that you have credible information, that, fhould I go 
over into England, my lord of Sunderland has ib fet his 
bufinefs, that I (hall not be permitted to return, but he 
will fucceed me ; I wifh you had told me from what 
hand you had this advice, that thereby, I might be en- 
abled to guefs at the probability thereof: but happen 
what will, I fhall not alter my refolutions. I have been 
now here almoft three years, and I am confident have 
done nothing, nor fcarce fufiered any thing to be done, 
unbefeeming myfelf hitherto ; but I find fo great a per- 
plexity growing, by reafon of fadion among his Majefty's 

1 minifters, 
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minifters, and I do alfo difcern, there will be alfo fo vaft 
a work upon my hands at Chriftmas next (being the timo 
of the expiration of my lord Ranelagh's contrad, and 
the farm) as unlefs I can clearly underftand his Majefty*s 
pleafure, upon fome of thefe points, and thofe particu- 
lars be adjufted whilft I am upon the place, it will be 
impoffible for me to be here for the future, either with 
reputation to myfelf, or advantage to his Majefty's fervice. 
If my remove at this time fhould be refolved, I am fure, 
fhould there not be a perfbn here at the conclufion of the 
farm, who has had an experience in the government, and 
a particular knowledge of all the covenants relating to 
thefe two bar^ins, and underftands them thoroughly ; 
and befides this, one who will be firm to his Majefty's 
intereft and .profit, the King muft fufter vaftly at the 
winding up of thefe bottoms. I have never ambitioufly 
fought any employment; and fince I had this, I confeis, the 
labour and toil thereof, make me lefs defirous of it, than 
ever I was before ; but come what will, I fliall not much 
concern myfelf. As for my writing to the duke of York, 
I wifli I had done it, but really it never came into my 
thoughts ; and now it is too late, for my lord Conway 
being one of the juftices, you know I mentioned it to 
you before you went, only I doubted he would not think 
it worth his trouble to come out of England hither for 
fo fliort a time : herewith is enclofed a letter to you, 
which you may ihew to my lord Conway. 

If 
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If you fliould find there be any underhand endearoans 
ito have a deputy in my abfence, I would have you abfo- 
lutely oppofe it, for I do very well underftand what in- 
conveniencies will arife from thence ; and I have fomc 
reafon to doubt fuch a thing may be hammering. 
I am your mofl affedionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. GODOLPHIN. 

Mr. Godolphin, Dublin Caftle, June 5, 1675. 

"VTOUR letters, which gave an account of your ar- 

"*" rival at London, and delivery of mine there, I 
have received, and by them do find, that I am like to 
be fent for into England ; you know when I dispatched 
you, I would not under my own hand fend over the 
names of perfons either to the King,' or any of his mi- 
nifters, whom I propofed here to govern in my abfence ; 
but I told you there was no body upon the place fit to be 
intruded, as lords juflices, iave only my lord chancellor, 
^nd Sir Arthur Forbefe, nor any other that I knew of the 
privy council here, unlel^ my lord Conwiay were fent for 
over ; but the only objedion to my lord Conway « coming 
over, was, that I fhould upon fbme occafions want him 
there in England, in regard of the intimate acquaintance 
be has with my lord treafurer^ my lord Ranelagh, I 

con- 
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•onceivcd, could not poflibly be away, when refolutions 
were to be taken concerning the revenlje, and for that 
reafon I named him not at all; therefore,, if the King 
does continue his pleafure of fending for me over, I con- 
eeive either mf lord chancellor and Sir Arthur Forbefe,. 
or my loid chancellor and lord Conway, or all three of 
tjiem,, may be very proper to be jufticcs-j this, as you' 
find mod agreeable to his Majefty's liking. 

You may alfo do well to difcourfe with my lord Con^ 
tray, and fee what his inclinations are, for tho* he may 
be of much ufe to me in- England, yet if he have any 
defire to be one of the lords juftices, I fhould be very 
glad to have him here, being a perfon that I dare truft,. 
and. one very proper to be joined with' my lord chancellor.. 
I. am., your, moft afiedionate friend^ 

ESSEX. 

TO SLR ARTHUR CAPEL. 

Dear Brother,- Dublin Caftic, Jiine Si 1^75. 

T HAVE your's of the 29th inftant, which tells me,. 
-■■ that you had feen Mr. Godolphin, but wifli, that I 
Had confulted friends in England, before that I took the 
fbdd^n refolution,. as to that matter I fent him about j. 
the refolution was not fudden, for I had thoughts of it, 
fiam-fure, above a month or fix weeks before; and it is^ 

impoffible- 



320 LETTERSOF 

impoflible for any one to give me advice in England, 
fince they cannof know the (late and condition of things 
here, fo well as I myfelf : for my own part, unlefs I can 
fupport my place with honour and credit, I had rather 
lay it down. And I fee fuch multitudes of perplexities 
growing on, and alio there are fo many particulars of 
moment to be confulted, concerning the final iettlement 
of this country, that unlefs I be upon the place, when 
conclufions on fbme of thefe heads are made, I cannot 
poflibly be at eafe in the future management of afiairs 
here. I fuppofe it will not be long ere I fhall be pre- 
paring for my journey; and till I fee you, there will be 
no need of anfwering the other particulars in your letter, 
only I defire you to tell Mr. Harbord, I have his of the 
fame date with your*s. 

I am your moft afFedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 5, 1675. 

T HAVE received yours of the 29th inftant, together 
-■' with the enclofed petition : it will aflc fome little time 
to fpeak with your lordfhip's partners, and the formers 
of Cork-houfe, and advife a little with the king's coun- 
cil ; but I hope on Friday next to give you an anfwer. 
I am your lordfhip*s moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, . Dublin Caftle, June 8, 1675. 

T HAVE no bufinefs of importance to acquaint you 
"■" with, only that fome tories have of late been very 
troublefome in the counties of Wexford, Catherlough, 
and the parts adjacent; I ordered three companies of 
foot, to fend out files of men, as they faw occafion, for 
fuppreffing of them, and dilpatched Sir Theophilus 
Jones's troop down on the lame defign ; as alfo (bme or- 
ders went to one or two of the antienteft militia captains, 
directing <^hem to raife a competent number of their men, 
and purfue them; 1 likewife fent letters to the feveral 
fherifis of thofe counties, minding them it was their duty 
to keep his Majefty*s peace, and to raife the country up- 
on thofe mifchievous people. 

Captain Winckford, one of the commiflioners of the 
treafury, and a milita captain of the county of Wexford, 
had the good fortune to light on one party of them, who 
fired firft upon him, and (hot himfelf, and feveral of his 
men through their cloaths, but no hurt done ; he firing 
again at them, killed one, upon which the reft fled, and 
in the purfuit he took another, with fix of their horfes ; 
the man killed, proves to be a murtherer, and likewife 
he who is taken, is a man condemned for former hiur- 
thers. Thefe lawlefs people have been fo bold, as to 
fend to feveral gentlemen, requiring them, at a certain 

T t time, 
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time, to furnifli them with fums of money, or otherwife 
they would fire their houfes ; they have done the like 
alfo to divers little .towns in the country, and forced them 
to their demands ; thofe who have refufed, they have fet 
fire to their houfes ; fome people alfo they have mur- 
thered ; the reports in Dublin do make them to be three- 
fcore, fome fay a hundred in a body : but yeftcrday, by 
an account from -Sir Theophilus Jones, who is now on 
the place, I hear, that the noifo is not fo great in the 
country as is reported here ; that indeed there are three 
or four parties of them„ of eight or ten men ia a party^ 
and no more. I queftion not, ia a fliort time, by the 
courfe I have already taken, they will be fuppreft ; but 
in cafe they ihould increafe in their numbers, I muft Be. 
forced to commUIlonate fome adlive perfon, as a marfhal,, 
and fend among them to execute martial law oa thefe 
oiFenders: this being the laft remedy, and a little beyond 
the ordinary proceedings at law, tho* ufually done in this 
kingdom, on like occafions, I am loath to put it ia 
pradice till forced by neceflity. There are others out in 
the northern parts of this kingdom,, divers of them have 
been lately killed, and feveral alfo taken by the people,, 
who generally rife upon them; the^reafons why we hear 
fo much of thefe outrages, at this time, I conceive to. 
be, firft, becaufe feveral of the gaols have been, lately 
broke, and the rogues there got out. 

Secondly,, 
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Secondly, divers men have aflembled themfelves, from 
all parts of this kingdom, in the counties of Cork and 
Kerry, deiigning to {hip themfelves, as fbldiers, for 
France, fome whereof did go on board two French fliips 
coming on that coaft ; but others miffing of their paf- 
fage, have ran in and joined with thofe, who they heard 
were robbing in the country. 

TJiirdly, a number of thefc people, with which this 
country always abound, and who never work, but live 
only by coftiering up and down, pinched with fcarcity 
of corn, do now follow this wicked courfe of life. 

I had not troubled you with fo long an account, upon 
this fubjeA, which indeed is not worth fending you, but 
only fearing fome bufy people might write over into 
England, and reports come to his Majefl;y*s ear, which 
if they ihould, this letter will clear the truth. 

I am your moft &ithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 9, 1675. 

'TpHIS day, at near twelve o'clock, I received two 

"■• pacquets out of England, one of the firft, and 
another of the fifth of June. The tide not ferving for 
our boats till three in the afternoon, I was unwilling to 

Tt 2 let 
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kt it go off without a line or two to your lord^Lip^ 
When I fent ovcf Mr. Godolphin, I told him, and di- 
leded him to keep a memorandum thereof in writing,, 
that there were no pcrfons upon the place proper to be 
lords juftices but my lord chancellor and Sir Arthur 
Forbefe ;. and unlefs the King would think fit to fend 
back my lord Conway, and lb conftitute my lord chan- 
cellor and lord. Conway, I could not tell whom to think. 
of to nominate. This I did,, intending, that after I 
fhould have an anfwer concerning my own going, I 
might then formally prefenc fuch names to his Majefly s 
confideration, as might be proper to fupply the place in- 
my abfence :. but my letters this day inform me, that his^ 
Majefty had not taken any refokition concerning my 
coming, interrupted, I fuppofe, by the heats of the par- 
liament ; and yet the perfons to be employed here in my 
abfence, are difcouried of on that fide the water. I do' 
therefore take the liberty to acquaint your lordfhip with 
my fenfe on this fubjed-, which is, that either my lord 
chancellor and my lord Conway, or my lord chancellor 
and Sir Arthur Forbefe, or all three together, may do 

.very well. I have not the higheft opinion in the world 
of my lord chancellors integrity (this being, more than^ 
ever I have put under my hand before, I defire your 

- lordfliip to keep private to yourfelf) but yet Ihould he,, 
by my advice, be left out of this commiflion, it would^ 
1 know,, occafion an abfolute breach between him and- 

mc,. 
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nie, which would not be fo convenient for his Majefty's 
fervice r therefore I conclude, that if he be yoked with 
a good man, it may do well ^- efpecially fince care may 
be taken that nothing btit things of courfe fhall pais dur- 
ing that little time I fhall be abfent. As for a deputy, I 
am upon many confidcrations utterly againft it; and I 
hope his Majefty, who has by his commiffion under the 
great (cal, impowered me to make a deputy upon occa- 
lion, will not impofc it. I do , not often trouble your 
lordfhip with trivial things;, and indeed I prefume I need 
not, well knowing that your lord/hip wiU not have re-^ 
gard to little reports: yet,, however, one of my letters 
giving me intimation, as if fbme perfbn had told youp 
lordfhip that L had fent to my lord of Arlington a copy 
of the letter which I- wrote to your lotdfhip, I take this 
occafion to acquaint your lordfhip, that if any thing of 
this nature has been told you, it isan abfolute lie ;. for I 
never wrote one fyllable to my lord of Arlington, new- 
fent a copy of this letter to any man living : neither 
fince my lord of Arlington was out of the fecretary's 
place, have I communicated to him the mofl minute 
particular relating to any publick concern of this country,- 
And therefore I humbly befeech your lordfhip to recoi- 
led with yourfelf who fhould infinuateany fuch matter,, 
and then I doubt not but you will efteem of them, who-- 
«vcr they are, as defigning mifchicf to us both. 

I am your lordfhip's mofl faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX* 
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TO THE LORD TREASURER, 

My Lord, Dublin Caftlc, June 9, 1675, 

A FTER I had iended my other letter herewith en- 
*^ ^ clofed, I received the favour of yours of the firft 
of June. I do fomewhat wonder how the report of 
coming over could arrive before Mr. Godolphin ; for I 
aflure your lordfhip, I never confulted with any in Eng- 
land upon tliis fubjed, nor communicated my thoughts 
to any on that fide the water, till thefe letters were dif- 
patched : I rather believe that fome cafual report of my 
remove might happen to be fpread by accident three or 
four days before Mr. Godolphin reached London, than 
that any one could know that I ofiered to his Majefty's 
confideration tlie fending for me to attend him. I know 
very well how difficult it is in this age, among lb much 
fadion as now reigns, to fupport a man's felf from be- 
ing mifchieved by one or other : but I have ever purfued 
his Majefty's concerns in a direct courle, wherein I quef- 
tion not but I (hall have all honeft and upright men to 
ftand hy me. And there being one of fb much integrity, 
as to him to whom I make this addreis, in a great place 
and favour, lean never doubt of going through with the 
propofals I have to make for the publick good and final 
fettlement of the kingdom ; which was all the defign I 
had in my heart in making this journey. Your lordfliip 

wiU 
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will bepleafed to accept this letter as written. in mudi 
hafte^ and believe me to be with all reality^ 
Your lordfhip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

•*+4hHHhMhMhHhHhHhMmHHh^^ 

TO THE LORD CONWAY. 

My LoROy Dublinr Caftle, June 9, 1675, 

T HAVE juil now received yours of the firft of June, 
and the going off of the pacquet, gives me not an 
hour's time to write to you, and to make feveral other 
difpatches which yet I am loth to hinder, in regard the 
wind favours ; fb as it is with much hafte I return your 
lordfhip this letter^ 

In the firft place,. I can aflure your lordfliip, that the 
fear of lofiag any employment (however my defires of 
being ferviceable to his Majefty in my generation are as 
zealous^ as any man's whatfoever) hath never in any mea>- 
Are entered into my thought ; at leaft not fb as by the 
apprehenflon of that> to make me do any thing incon* 
fiftent with my duty. I do not well underftand how that 
the repre&nting to his Majefty the important points 
which muft he fettled in order to the government of this 
kingdom, and humbly offering to his confideration, whe- 
ther it may not be convenient, that at the debate of them, 

I were 
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I were peribnally preieilt, can be conftrued as a deiire of 
mine to come over, further than that I conceived it of 
concernment to the publick, that in thefe weighty afiairs 
his Majefty may have true information before a refult be 
taken in the whole. For my own part, the journey will 
be both troublefome to me, and very chargeable ; and, I 
confefs, to my own particular concerns, I am very well 
where I am : wherefore, a man of (o low a foul, as to 
regard only his own private intereft, would, I am fure, 
were he in my flation, rather employ all the friends he 
had to obftrud this journey, than any way cither to pro- 
pofe or promote it. It is the misfortune of this prying 
age, that no one in great place can oiFer any thing, but 
all people do judge there is fomething of defign or re- 
mote end, other than what is vifible to the world. How- 
ever, I can affure your lordfliip, that I never confulted 
with any in England upon this fubjeA, but have calmly 
reafoned the point with myfelf more than a month to- 
gether, and am convinced, that the feveral particulars 
inftanced in my letter to the King, are of fo much mo- 
ment, as if the intention on that fide the water be i!b 
bring this kingdom to a thorough fettlement, and to ren- 
der it of that ufe and advantage, which it may be to his 
Majefty's other dominions, thofe two ends may be beft 
attained by jxiy peribnal prefence there for a little time. 
I am his Majefty *s fervant, and (hall in all things punc- 
tually obey his commands ; and having offered my opi- 
4 nion 
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nion to the King, his pleafure (hall guide me in all that 
I do, either in coming or flaying. I wrote my thoughts 
freely to your lordfliip, tho* in much hafte, and remain 
Your lord(hip*s 

mofl faithful humble fervant, 

EgSEX. 

J I I ! I M 1 i { 1 1 1 ) i i I I I I i I I I I I i I I i 1 I 1 i I I { I 
TO MR. GODOLPHIN. 

Mr. Godolphik, Dublin Caftle, June 9, 1675. 

"VTOURS of the firft and 5th of June, are both 
come, and having very little time, which I am loth 
to lofe, to difpatch you an anfwer by this poft, I can on- 
ly fay this, that I had for feveral weeks considered of the 
propofing of my going over in this conjun^ure ; and 
was convinced, that it would be both of importance to 
his Majefty's fervice, and for my own eafe in the future 
management of affairs here. As for fadiohs at court, it 
is not my bufinels to engage with any, but purely to 
purfue the King's commands, and hold my correfpon- 
dence with thofe himfelf (hall direct. For the making 
a deputy here, I am utterly againft it ; therefore I would 
have you intereft all my friends whatever to obftrud it, 
as my late letter of the 5 th told you ; befides, my com- 
mi/lion does impower me to conftitute a .deputy in my 
abfence. Tho', I prefume, no man in his wits would 

U u 'attempt 
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attempt ta nominate any one, or lords juftices, without 
the King's approbation ; yet I hope, and doubt not, but 
his Majefty has fo much favour for me, as he will not, 
while* my commiffion lafts, impofe any on me without ' 
my recommendation. Ufe Sit Henry CapeFs or Mr. Har* 
bord*s cypher to decypher this. I do conceive it of much 
importance to his Majefty 's affairs, a little to divide my 
lord treafurcr and my lord Ranelagh, and that. for. my^ 
lord treafurer's fervice, the latter of thefe being one wha> 
will in the end ruin him ; but whatever is done of this; 
kind, muft be done with, great dexterity. Pray keepi 
this to yourfelf. 

Your^ mpft: affe^ionate friend^ . 

ESSE X<>- 

TO MR. harbord; 

Mr. V Harbor D, Dublin Caftle, June 9, i S-j^: . 

T HAVE, juft received yours of the iirft of June, buT 
"*• have fcarce time to fay any thing upon them. As to> 
my journey I am fure it is of importance to the King's 
fervice,. if the good- of this kingdom be intendeds It 
was no fudden refolution of mine,, but long confidered 
of; but whether I gp or not,, or whether I go or remain,, 
I will approve myfelf a plain honeft man. Pray tell 
my brother I have his of the j^th inftant, together with. 

anothei^ 
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^another with a parchment writing enclofed, but have 
.only time to acknowledge them. 

I am jour moft afledionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. GODOLPHIN. 

Mr. Godolphin, Dublin Caftle, June 12, 1675. 

T Wrote by the laft, in anfwer to yours of the firft and 
■■■ fifth of this month, in a great deal of hafte, the 
pacquet-boat being juft going out as I received your let- 
ters. As to my journey, which I perceive by them is 
not yet refolved upon, I am of the fame opinion I ever 
was, that it will be for his Majefty*s fervice, tho' not at 
all for my profit. If his Majefty defires to have a true 
information of the affairs of this kingdom, he will then 
have me come ; but if he be contented to take the repre- 
fentation of others, who perhaps are never without fome 
by-end of their own, and form his bufinefs according to 
the meafures by them given, (hould misfortunes befal him, 
let the blame light where it ought. I have done my duty 
in oftering my fervice ; and which way foever it goes, I 
will fleep quiet. 

Pray ufe your utmofl endeavours to find out (if pof- 
fible) who it was that fhould tell my lord treafurer that I 
had fent a copy of my letter to my lord of Arlington ; it 

U u 2 is 
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is fo damnable a lie, that I wifh the perfon who invented 
it were deteded. 

The difficulties which your laft letter tells me my lord 
Ranelagh railes againft my coming over, viz. concerning 
the calling of a parliament here during the next interval 
of the feffions in England, are fo ridiculous, that were 
any man on the place, who underftands our conftitutions*. 
he would eafily anfwer them : for his lordfhip well know^ 
that it will take fix months at lead to make preparations> 
for a parliament in this kingdom. For firft, there muil 
be his Majefty*s pleafure fignified by a letter for the call^ 
ing of it ; then the lieutenant and council here are to> 
prepare and draw up the bills to be o&red at this &{- 
lions; then the bills muft be fent into England, and ap- 
proved by the King and council there (the debates which. 
will arife in the privy council in Ireland,.and privy coun- 
eil in England, will probably take up no fhort time upon: 
each bill), and after this, thofe bills muft be remitted, 
back, as likewife thole from thence. Other perfons do. 
tell me of a report, fome few days before you arrived at 
London, out of Irilh letters, that the King had lent to. 
recal me, and had appointed Sir Arthur Forbefc and my, 
lord Conway juftices. I' would be extremely glad to- 
know out of what letters this came, for I never kept any. 
thing more lecret than that affair. Pray ufe your utmoft 
endeavours to difcover the authors of it. Tho' no others 
preparations in* order, to my coming Ihould be made, yet. 

Lwifhi 
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r wifli you would tell Mr. Hugh May, that he fhould 
baften the cafing of the front of the houfe at Cafliiobury, 
and the covering of it, and that it be done with all dif- 
patch ioiaginable ; for unlefs that part of the houfe be 
soofed and tiled before I come, I do not know how L 
ihall be able to lie one night there. 

I am your moft afFedlionate friend, 

ESSEX 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

M R. H A R B o R D, Dublin Caftle, June 12, 1675, 

A T the writing of my laft letter, I had fo little time, 
** ^ as I could then fay no more to you than what I 
did. It is very pleafant ro fee what wild conjedures men^ 
have at the grounds of my propofing a journey into Eng- 
land, when the matter itfelf is fo plain, and to any right 
reafoner fo obvious. My lord Ranelagh*s contra<5^, and 
aifo the farm, is near determining, and at Chriflmas next 
all reckonings mufl be made up with them* I have not 
fpent my time fo idly here, as not to .underftand their 
feveral covenants: but I do find a vaft work will then 
be upon my hands to adjufl all accounts, and many quef- 
tions will arife upon feveral claufes in their contrad. 'I 
would therefore be glad, before he comes, a little to ac- 
qpaint his Majefly with the flate of affairs as they will 
4.. then: 
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tlien iland, and receive his diredions concerning divers 
particulars, and funis which will then be claimed : but 
if his Majefty had rather condude himfelf in relation to 
thoie two great bar^ins, only by hearing my lord Rane- 
lagh and the farmers, who are the parties concerned 
againfl: him, without permitting any one who under- 
ilands the intrigue of the whole, to ipeak in his own 
behalf, I am very well fatisfied. Befides this, upon the 
«:oncluGons jof thofe great farms, there will be confide- 
rable alterations in the frame of all things here, and an 
opportunity will then be of reducing the kingdom to a 
final fettlement This country has been perpetually rent 
and torn fince his Majefty 's reftoration. I can compare 
it to nothing better than the flinging the reward upon 
the death of a deer among a pack of hounds, where 
every one pulls and tears what he can for himfelf: for 
indeed, it has been no other than a perpetual fcramble. 
If then it be thought the wifer way of government, to 
kt it continue fo, and by the infecurity and hazard all 
men are in, in relation to their eftates, expofed on every 
opportunity to new infurret^ions and rebellions, and by 
this uncertain condition to hinder all improvements both 
of private fortunes, and confequently of his Majefty *s re- 
venue too ; then if mifchief do come, or fo good an ac- 
count cannot by the chief governor be given of the 
ilouriftiing ftate of that province under his charge, as 
himfelf wiftics, let it reft on thofe mea*s fhoulders who 

are 
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are unwilling his Majefty fliould come to a true know- 
ledge of his affeirs. And for my own part, having made 
secital of the (everal heads, and oftered (as by the duty 
©f my place I am bound) my aillllance in fettling of 
them, I have difcharged my confcience, and fliall diC- 
quiet myfelf no further, whatever the fuccefs be. Did 
I regard my own particular gains, this journey would 
never have come into my thoughts, being very well in 
the ftation where I am ; and I do know by my going 
over fbme hazard will be run- of lofing my employment:: 
but when fo great a good as the final fettlement of a 
whole kingdom may be compafled, (and the article of 
time for efieding this is now come,, if a right means be 
ufed thereunto) I. do not value the hazarding of ten fuch. 
places, in ballance to the completing of fo advantageous, 
a work.. However,, as I have not defired Mr. Godolphin 
to prels my coming, fo neither could I wifh you to do it,, 
but let it even take its own courfe. Having nothing fur- 
^er to write, I remain 

. Your, moft afiedionate fi-iend,, 

E5SEX: 



TO SJR HENRY CAP EL.- 

Dear- Br ot»b r,, Dublin Caftle, Jiine- 13, 1675. * 

T HAD not leilure to write to you by the laft, and! 
•*■ therefore I direded Mr. Harbord to acknowledge the 
teceiptof your, letters. The various conjedures that men > 

have 
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have of my coming over, and their guefles at the reafons 
why I fhould propofe it, are as ridiculous as any thing I 
have ever met with. The truth is, this age is fb fubtle, 
that it is hard for any man living in it to believe there is 
one plain-dealing man left in the world. I never con- 
fulted any one in England whatever, concerning my go- 
ing J and there is but one fingle perfon on this fide the 
water who knew it, till I had difpatched Mr. Gddolphin 
(wherefore I would be glad that yourfelf and Mr. Har- 
bord would enquire out who were the authors of that re- 
port of my being lent for, four days before Mr. Godol- 
phin reacjied London) ; I debated the matter calmly with 
xnyklff at leaft, one month before I took the refblution 5 
and finding clearly, that there will be now an opportu- 
nity of fettling this poor country in quiet and ^afe, if the 
King (o think fit, I thought it worthy the offering m^ 
fenfe upon that fubjeft, and the propofing my coming 
over, in order to a great and good end. I have fpent 
now almoft three years here, to inform myfelf of the 
true flate of this kingdom, and the feveral ii\terefls there- 
in ; and I hope I have not been an unprofitable obferver 
of all matters relating to the conflitutions^ of this govern- 
ment. When I entered upon my charge, I came from a 
retired life, and never had any thing of this nature com- 
mitted to my truft ; and it was a hazard whether I would 
be able to perform it, fo as might be for his Majefty s 
fervice. If there were nothing more than this in the. 
pafe, th^t his Majefty, having put a man unexperienced 

in 
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in government, into the greateft command he has to give, 
where he has refided near three years, and his Majefty 
(hould think fit to difcourie with him, and try if in this 
time he underftands thofe afFairs which have been under 
his charge, and would hear him upon fbme debates at the 
committee for IriQi bufinefe, to latisfy himfelf whether 
he be a man that has ufed diligence in his employment, 
and endeavoured to make himfelf mafter in the know- 
ledge of that country, and has parts and capacity there* 
unto: if, upon thefe trials, the King fhould find this 
perfon ignorant, and not able to fpeak fenfe in the con- 
cerns of that kingdom, it were doubtlefs reafbnable he 
be immediately removed, and another fent that would 
ferve better. But if his Majefty fhould find, that his 
chief governor has been indufbious to inform himfelf of 
the flate of all things under his command, and has beea 
virtuous and true to him in the difcharge of his duty, 
this may confirm his Majefty in his choice, and he may 
with honour be fent back again to the government, as 
being capable to do his Majefty more fervice in that poft, 
than any other. If there were, I fay, no more than 
this in the cafe, it were ground fufficient for his Majefty 
to defire to fpeak with him. But if over and above all 
this, there is now an article of time approaching, where- 
in great good may be done to this country, and I have 
prepared myfelf to make propofals thereunto, it feems a 
moft wonderful thing to me, what fhould be the reafbn 

X X that 
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that his Majefty fhould fcruple the fending for me over ; 
and as Arange that men (hould conjedure and have wild 
notions, as if I were put upon this journejr by fome or 
other who intend to mifchief me, and that I had over> 
reached myfelf therein : the plain truth being no more 
than this, that 1 find confiderable matters may be dooe^ 
and the feab(bn of putting them into execution draws 
near ; therefore I haVe offered my fervioe to his Majefty, 
to be prefent at the debates of them. And if the King 
like of my coming, I am ready ; and if no^ having dif* 
charged my duty, I have no more to fiiy. As to Mr. 
Godolphin*s difcourfing with you or Mr. Harbord upon 
this fubjed-, he was not at all forbidden : and, I confefi, 
I am much at eafe now that my letters are delivered ; for 
if I be commanded to come, I know it may conduce to 
the good of the kingdom ; and if I do not go over, and 
any mifchief or irregularities hsL^ppcn to be done, let them 
bear the blame who take upon them to eftablifh rvlks for 
the government of this kingdom. . By the next I fhall 
return you the writings you fent over, as alfb a particu- 
lar of my brother Ned's eitate, the latter of which I 
thought I had fcnt long ago. 

I am your mofl affedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE EARL OF ORRERY. 

Mr Lord, Dublin Caftle, June i2, 1675. 

T HAVE received your lordfliip*s of the 4th of June, 
"^ and am much pleaied to hear that you are fafely ar- 
rived at the end of your journey. You find matters in 
great xiiibrder at Lpodon 5 and I confefs, I do with fome 
trouble apprehend the ill efFeds that thefe diiputes be- 
tween the two houfes may produce, in regard that a dif- 
compoTure in parliament is like a. difeaie which afFeds 
the heart. The parliament being the like, of our go- 
vernment, I pray God fend a happy end thereof. As 
your lordihip hath leisure to let me know what pafTeth, 
by giving me account of things, you will very much oblige 

Your lordfliip's 

mod ^ithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD AUNGIER. 

Mr Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 1 2, 1675. 

T GIVE your lordfhip thanks for the favour of yours 
• of the 5th, which clearly ftates the whole matter 
now in difference between the two houfes. Methinks the 
affair looks very black and untoward, and I have many 
apprehenfions what will be the end of it. I know not 

X X 2 whether 
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whether I told you in the laft I wrote, that I had ftopt 
the pafling of the grant to the biOiop of Oilbry, men- 
tioned in fbme of your letters; and the bifhop tells me, 
that he will fend to my lady Cleaveland^ to endeavour 
her confent for it, which till he hath, I am fure it {hall 
not ftir. Having nothing further to add, I remain 

Your lordfhip*s nK>ft faithful humble iervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE EARL OF ST. ALBANS. 

. My Lord, Dublin Cattle, June if, 1575^ 

npHIS gentleman, captain Brock, being a peribn 
-■' whom your lordfhip recommended to me, I have 
done him aU the kindnefs which conveniently lay within 
my power ; and he now returning into England, I would 
not refule ^m the teftimony that he has carried himfelf 
as became a worthy honeft man : did he need any thing 
to be faid to your lordfhip in his behalf, I {hould add 
more j ^ but knowing the ^vourable opinion which your 
lordfhip has upon experience entertained of him,. I con- 
ceive this may fuiEce to mind your lordfhip to allow him 
your ailiftance and friendfhip, as any occafion to express 
k fhall arrive. Some time fince I received the favour of 
a letter from your lordfhip, concerning a debt due to one 
of your fqrvants from Sir Charles dc Vic, an officer in 
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the zrmy here. Sir Charles tells me it was the King's 
debt, and that his father was only bound for the money : 
yet, however, I fhall give him fome ihorC time to anfwer 
it; and if he &il, ihall afterwards leave the matter to the 
law^ notwithftanding his military capacity. 

I ihall detain your lordlhip no longer, but defire you 
to believe of me, as I am, with perfed truth 

Your lordfhip*s moA ^ithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, June 15, 1675.. 

T Perceive by my letters out of England, that the un- 
happy difierences between the two houfes do find work 
enough for his Majefly's minifters there; wherefore I 
cannot wonder that I do not yet hear what refolution his 
Majefty has taken concerning my coming over. As I 
laid at firft,. fo I do ftill profefs, that I have no bufinefe 
at all of my own to engage me in this journey, but it is 
purely in order to his Majefty*8 fervice, that he may be in- 
formed of the true ftate of things here ; and that fuch 
propoials may be made for the final fettlement of this 
kingdom, as may eftablifli quiet and eafe therein. If 
any one on that fide the water are unwilling his Majefty 
ihould know the truth of things, and therefore do op- 
pofc the means of fuch information, fhould any thing 

&lfi 
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fall out unluckily here, the blame ought to reft at their 
doors, and not be laid to my charge, fince I have ofler- 
ed my endeavours to ferve his Majefty to the utmoft of 
tny power. Yefterday my lord mayor, accompanied 
with eighteen aldermen and the two iherifls of the city, 
attended me in council, acquainting ut, that at an af- 
fembly of the city, the mayor and aldermen had propofed 
to the commons, according Co form, the croi&ag out of 
their books thofe entries that were made relating to the 
exclufion of the eight aldermen, which they were com- 
manded to do by an order of council ; as likewife one 
other propofal was made for the deding of an agent, and 
impowering him, under the city feal, to appear in his 
Majefty 's courts in feveral fuits which were there de- 
pending between particular perlbns and this city, bodi 
which the commons refufed to aftent unto; but upon 
their refufal, the mayor, aldermen and fherifis did order 
thofe ads of aflembly to be cancelled, purfuant to our 
commands, which was accordingly done : whereupon I 
gave my lord mayor thanks, and told him, that him'felf, 
the aldermen and fherifFs had done like good and dutiful 
fubjeds, in (hewing their obedience to his. Majefty 's au- 
thority. I do not enough underftand the cuftoms and 
conftitutions of the city, to judge how regular this is, 
which the mayor, aldermen and fheriffs have performed ; 
but here is a very antient man, one Smith, an alderman, 
of above tliirty or forty years ftanding, who faith, there 

have 
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Jiave feveral precedents been in his time, when the com- 
mom have been refradory ta the publick authority ; that 
Upon thefe occasions the mayor, aldermen and (heriSs 
have done their duty : but becaufe I believe ibme or 
odier may be apt to trouble his Majefty with particulars 
lelating to this matter, I do therefore think it expedient 
you hav« a more exad account of their late proceedings. 
My lord mayor, on WedneiHay or Thurfday laft, find- 
ing there were many of the aldermen in the town, in- 
vited ten or twdve of them^ men uningaged in the late 
troubles of the dty, being none of them either of the 
eight excluded, or of the four who irregulady turned 
them out ; and after dinner he acquainted them, that 
the city lay under great rq>roach of di^edience to his 
Majelly^s authority, in regard they had not complied 
with an order of the lieutenant and council, empowered 
by hjis Majefty's fpecial command, to determine fom« 
differences which formerly had been among them ; and 
further, that the revenue was almoft brought to ruin, fe- 
veral perfbns having fuits at law againit them, and none 
authorized as an agent to an^ver them, judgment had 
been given upon mM dicit in feveral caufes, and execu- 
tions ifllied to difpof!cfs them of their lands and other re* 
venues, by which means the corporation in time would 
be totally deflroycd : whereupon alderman Smith, the 
moft anticnt among them, told the reft, it was his opi- 
nion that they fhould once more call an aflembly, and 

try 
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try if the commons would do what was fit ; and (hould 
they refufe, he conceived, that the aldermen, if the 
(lieriffs would join therein, might in fuch a cafe perform 
their duty, and not fufFer the city to be undone through 
the ftubbornneis and fadion of fome few little people ; 
and offered feveral precedents when the like had been 
formerly pradifed. So on Friday following an aflembly 
was accordingly called, and the matter pafied there as be- 
fore related. * There were eighteen aldermen prefent, who 
all concurred in their obedience to our order, the (herifis 
likewife joining with them ; then they required Sir John 
Tottie and Crofts, as clerks of the Tholfel, to crofi the 
Jxx>ks, and obliterate thofe entries therein made, which 
by our order are direAed to be cancelled. Sir John 
Tottie refufing, they degraded him from being an alder- 
man, and likewife voted him out of his place as clerk of 
the Tholfel; and for the moiety of the profits belonging 
to him, they direded an account to be kept thereof, and 
the money to be' employed to the publick ufe of the city. 
Now, becaufe alderman Smith is the perfon that pro- 
pofed this courfe, it may not be amifs to give you a juft 
charader of the man; he is one aged near fourfeore 
years, and has always been reputed a man of great inte- 
grity and loyalty ; an eminent inftance of the latter, he 
gave, as I am told, when my lord Ormond delivered up 
the fword to the parliament commiflloners here : he hap- 
pening then to be mayor, came to the council table, and 

acquainted 
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acquainted my lord of Ormond, that it was generally re- 
pdhed in town, and fpread fo far, as no man doubted 
it, that his excellency intended to deliver up the govern- 
ment to the parliament : that he came to acquaint his 
lordHiip, that himfelf was intruded with the King's fword 
of the city, and that he would not refign it to rebels. 
Whereupon my lord of Ormond gave him fome check, 
and ordered him to withdraw ; but upon further confi- 
deration, his lordfhip and the council thought fit to call 
him in again, and to commend him for the refolution he 
Jhad ihewed in maintaining his Majefty's authority ; and 
withal read the letter from his Majefty, requiring the lord 
lieutenant to deliver up the fword to the commiffioners 
impowered by the parliament of England ; whereupon 
he faid he would fubmit. How true this is, you may 
inform yourfelf on the place, my lord of Ormond being 
with you ; but you have it as it has been related to me. 
On the other fide. Sir John Tottie, who has been the 
principal incendiary in this city, was a trooper many years 
in Cromwell's army, a man wretchedly poor, and has 
patched up himfelf by prefents and otherwife, out of col- 
ledions from feveral corporations of the city, to en- 
courage and promote thofe broils which have been among 
them. 

This letter, I confefs, is unreafonably tedious ; but be- 
lieving there will not want fome men on that fide the 
water, ^ my lord privy feal by name, to aflift thefe te- 
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dious people, if they bring a complaint there, I conceive 
it no lefs than neceflary you {hould be informed o^ all 
the circumftances relating to thefe proceedings; and 
therefore, if motions fhould be made to his Majefty in 
behalf of Sir John Tottie and his crew, I only defire they 
may be left to law. Having nothing further, to add, but 
to beg your excufe for this fo long letter, I remain 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX 

TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My LaRD, Dublin Caftle, June 15, 1675. 

TTAVING formerly troubled your lordihip )vith 
•*• •*• fome accounts of the difbrders of this city of Dub- 
lin, and the feveral means I have ufcd to bring them to 
quiet, gives me occafion to acquaint you with the further 
proceedings which have of late been araongft them. 

Yefterday my lord mayor, with eighteen aldermen^ 
and the fheri^ appeared before me in council, giving, 
us an account, that on Friday laft, at an affembly of the 
city, the mayor and aldermen, once again, proposed the 
cancelling thofe entries in their books, which, by our or- 
der, were required to be obliterated ; and the commons 
refufing to comply therewith, they thought it their duty,, 
taking* the iheri^ along with them,, who therein like- 
wile 
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wife concurred, to fee our orders executed ; and that ac- 
cordingly, all thcfe a<as of affembly were jafed, fo as t^e 
city have among themfelves nqw complied with our 
command. How regular this proceeding has been, in re- 
lation to the cuftoms and pradice of the city, I am not 
able to judge, tho* fbme of the eldeft aldermen do iay, 
they have good precedents for it j and that feveral times, 
when the commons have been refradory, the mayor, 
aldermen, and fherifis, have done their parts, in yielding 
obedience to public authority. I am apt to perfuade my* 
felf, that fbme petitions may be brought to his Majefty in 
England, upon this matter ; and the rather, becaufe Sir 
John Tottie, being one of the clerks of the Tholfel, and 
refufing to obey the order of the mayor, aldermen, and 
fherifFs, was by them degraded from being an alderman, 
and alfo turned out of the clerk of the Tholfel's place: 
but (hould any complaints of this nature be made on that 
iide the water, I humbly conceive it his Majefty's beft 
courfe, to leave them to their remedy at law, which truly 
I would have denied to no fubjed. 

I am your lordfhip's 

moil faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

DzAR Brothsr^ Dublin Caftle, June 15, 1675. 

T HAVE yours of the 8th, which gives me notice^ 
that the queftion between my lord of Ormond, and 
the commiflioners of the treafiiry here, is referred to me ; 
the letter is come, tho* not yet brought to my hand, and 
I am told there is a claufe in it, which has ordered, that 
the money in controverfy be depofited, till the matter be 
determined. I confefs I could have wifhed, that this af- 
fair had received its judgment in England ; yet, how- 
ever, fince It is his Majefty's pleafure to appoint me to 
conclude it, I fhall, to the beft of my knowledge, do right 
in the cafe to the perfons concerned. 

Pray let Mr. Harbord and Mr. Godolphin know, that 

I have both theirs of the fame date with yours ; but there 

being nothing of conf^quence to write to either of them,. 

I only, by you, acknowledge their letters, remaining ever 

Your moft afFedionate brother, 

ESSEX; 



TO THE LORD CONWAY. 

My Lord,. Dublin Caftle, June 19; 1675. 

T HAVE yours of the 1 2th, wherein you mentioa 
'■' fomething of my lord CaiUehaven, whom I think 
one of the ftrangeft men in the world, for I gave order,, 

tha^ 
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that his patent fhould pafs, according to the intimation 
of my lord treafurer's letter, and he employs no man to 
purfue his buiinefs, and yet is complaining that it goes not 
on : for any thing I wrote to his lordfhip, I am not much 
concerned who fees it. 

The refult of the council, concerning my coming over, 
I have received ; but, I confefs, I cannot but much wonder 
at a claufe in the letter, for calling of a parliament here, 
againft the firft of September, it being utterly impradi- 
cable, and alfo inconvenient, and therefore I cannot 
imagine (there being none of the council then prefent, it 
coniifting of keeper, treafurer, Lauderdale, and the two 
fecretaries, who could pretend truly to underfland the 
afeirs of this kingdom within itfelf) what perfon it fhould 
be that did propofe it : the time of calling a parliament, 
is one of the moft material circumftances relating there- 
unto; and I am certain, I never commifHonated either 
your lordfhip, or my lord Ranelagh, to name the time, 
being fully convinced that a parliament cannot be of any 
ufe to his Majefly's fervice, till the next year. I could 
fend a whole bundle of reafons, if it were material,, and 
among the refl, one, that his Majefty was ever of opi- 
nion not tahave a parliament here, and another in Eng- 
land, fitting at the fame time; and there being but fix 
weeks between the firfl of Septemper and the thirteenth 
of October, I am fure little or nothing can be done in Co 
fhoit a fpace. 

Since 
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Since your lordfliip, by your letter, defircs, rather to 
keep where you are, than to come over, I have nominate 
ed my lord chancellor and Sir Arthur Forbefe to be 
juftices in my abfence. I am now in very good hopes 
that the city will become quiet again, Philpot, their prin- 
cipal incendiary, being, by a legal way, found guilty of 
feveral feditious prad^ices, and the punifhing of him will, 
I am confident, matter all the reft. 

Having many other difpatches to make, I fhall add no 
more, but remain 

Your lordfhip's moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 19, 1575. 

"fXTITH much (atisfadlion have I received yours of the 
1 2th, and do affure your lordfliip, that if any 
mifapprehenfion fhould fall out between myfelf and you 
(which I hope there never will) the fault fliall not be on 
my fide. I do well underfland the poft wherein I am, 
and that it is a duty incumbent upon me, to fee all his 
Majefty's minifters and officers in this kingdom to per- 
form their feveral employments honeftly and juftly to- 
wards his Majefty ; arid, for my own part, I will be true 
to the truft repofed in me : as for any defigns your ill- 

4 willers 
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willers may have to engage me, either to your own pre- 
judice, or that of your undertaking, as they never have 
had, fo neither fhall they have any influence upon me,, 
to injure your lordihip in the leaft. My coming over in- 
to England may be of much advantage to his Majefty's 
fervice, and contribute a good deal towards the final 
fettlement of this poor country, which was the only aim. 
of my propofing it ; now perceiving that it is refolvcd on 
that fide the water, I fhall be there within a fhort time, 
I do forbear the anfwcring fome of your former letters 
till I fee you, and particularly, the farmers petition to 
my lord treafurer, wherein are things very confiderable^ 
and fome not fit too haflily to be complied with : the , 
fubflance of what I have to fay, I fhall defer till I wait 
on my lord treafurer, and remain 

Your lordfhip's mofl fidthful humble fcrvant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. godolphin; 

Mr. GoDotPHiKr Dublin Caftlc, June 19, 1675. 

'T^HERE is nothing in yours of the 12th, material, 
•*• to anfwer, fave only what you mention concerning 
my lord Ranelagh's telling my lady Danby, that he heard 
my lady Northumberland fay, fhe was glad of my com:- 
ing over, &c. You may do well to employ the perfon 

from. 
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from whom you had this, to affure my lady Danby of 
the falfehood thereof, for my lady Northumberland hath 
written with the moft vehemence hither, to perfuade my 
ftay, that can be imagined ; and if you would get your- 
felf, or any other employed, to afk my lady Northum- 
berland the queftion, fo it might be done without my 
lord Ranelagh's knowledge, I would forfeit my head if 
the malice of this lie be not deteded j I am fure there are 
few things I would fooner wifh, than a difcovery of this 
nature. My feveral other difpatches hinder me from fay- 
ing any thing to you upon the letter concerning my com- 
ing over, and the arts therein ufed to render the letter 
itfelf infigniiicant ; but having writ at large upon this fub- 
jed to Mr. fecretary Coventry, you may from himfelf, or 
Mr. Thinne, learn what I have done. Pray tell Mr. 
Thinne; that I have leveral of his letters, but the multi- 
tude of other affairs has hindered me from acknow- 
ledging them myfelf. Do not fail to let me know my 
lord treafurer*s motion, in order to his journey to the 
Bath, that if he be there, I may tak? that in my way to 
Windfor. 

I am your moft alfe^ionate friend, 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, June 19, 1675. 

T HAVE received yours of the 12th inftant, together 
■*■ with his Majefty*s letter of the fame date, concern- 
ing my coming over : I do not know where it was drawn, 
but I fear thofe clerks who penned it, did not examine 
precedents, it being much out of form ; however, were 
that all, I fliould not trouble you upon this fubjed, but 
I do find, that though the beginning of the letter gives 
a diredtion for me to come, yet the body of the letter 
impoles fomewhat upon me, which renders my journey 
impoflible. 

For in the firft~ place, the preamble of the letter cx- 
prefTes, as if I had defired to come over, which indeed 
was the preamble to my lord Berkley's, that he defired to 
go into England, in relation to his own private affairs ; 
whereas I have never pretended, nor indeed having any 
occafion of my own to call me over, but only propofing 
to his Majefty feveral maters relating to the public, which 
muft be neceflarily refolved in England againft Chrift- 
mas next, have humbly fubmitted to his Majefty's con- 
fideration, whether my prefence may not be ufeful, when 
thefe matters (hall be debated : I do with all humility 
conceive the preamble of the letter ought to be fuitable 
to the occafion, and in the ftile of thofe in my lord duke 
of Ormondes time, viz. Whereas, we, in our princely 

Z z judgment! 
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judgment, find it necellary, that you fliould coma to our 
prefeuce, that you may in your perlbn inform us, of the 
prefent ftate, &c. This as to the preface. In the next 
place> as to the body of the letter, it is , exprefled, that 
before my going over, I muft fummon a parHament, to 
be held here^ againft the firft of September next; and 
that I bring over with me fuch bills^ as fhall be thought 
fit to be pafled in parliament : how unpraflicahle this is, 
any who underfland the conAitutions of this kingdom, 
ean eafily inform you^ When a parliament is called here^ 
bills are fird to be {H-epared by the council of Ireland^, 
then tranCnitted and approved by the privy council of 
England ; and upon their remittal back into keland, un- 
der the great ieal of England, with that remitter comes 
a commilHon, imder the great feal of England, to hold a 
parliament here ; after which, writs are to be iflued, and. 
you all know there muft be forty days time between, the. 
iffuing of the writs, and the fitting of the parliament- 
BOW then let any man compute the time. This letter is. 
dated the i2tk of June, and received in Ireland the 17th 
of June, and thfe wjits muft be iftlied the 2.2d of July ;^ 
fi). as to draw the biils by the Kjng*s council here, to pals, 
them in privy council here,, to tranfmit them into Eng- 
land^ and have them all. pafled in council there, and re- 
mitted back hither again, there is but barely five weeks, 
time ;. and then too I: am. obliged to ftay till all this be 
done,, which as aforefaid will. be. the zzd- of July,, and 
4 to 
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to be back by the fiift of September ; fo as in effc&:, it 
is to dired, I muft not come this fummer. True it ia^ 
that all lord lieutenants have a claufe in their commiffion, 
empowering them to hold a parliament here; yet pajiia- 
ments have not been ufually called, upon that general 
daufc in the chief governors patent, without a particular 
commiflion for that purpofe ; and indeed by Poyning's 
law, no parliament can be held without a fpecial com- 
miiHon. , 

But if nothing of this were, it it certainly the moft 
unfeafonable time in the whole year for a parliament to 
fit, the flrft of September .being the middle of their 
harveft, when the country gentlemen will be unwilling 
to attend ; and beiides, it will be very inconvenient for 
the lieutenant to iiTue writs for the holding a parliament, 
and the elections to be made in his abfence ; for it may be 
of more importance to his Maje(ly*$ af&irs^ to have the 
lieutenant in the country, in order to the diicourfing with 
men concerning thefe eledions, and taking care that fit 
peribns be chofen, than that he ihould be upon the place 
at the opening of the feffions ; it is indeed one of the 
propoCils in my letter to his Majefty, to advife of the 
calling a parliament here ; but the coniideration of the 
time, is certainly a principal point to be refolved of, and 
I am certain it cannot be convenient to do it till after 
Chri(bnas next^ both in regard the country is at prefent 
very poor, and likcwifc that the payment of the fupply 
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of the year*s value (which is a general tax) will not be at 
an end till Michaelmas ; and alfo, that the farm, and 
my lord Ranel»gh*s- contrad, both determine at Chrift- 
mas, it will then be feen in what ftate his Majefty's trea- 
iury is, and confequently what proportion the need of the 
public will be for money r add to this, that k will be very 
inconvenient to have a parliament fitting here, and one 
in England, at the fame time, whieh will nece^rily fol- 
low, let men fancy what they pleafe in point of difpatch^ 
if this be called on the 6rfl; of September, and that in 
England meet on the 13th of Odober. 

I conceive I have (aid enough in relation to this letter, 
and therefore fhall trouble you no further, but with the 
draft of a letter here fent over, anfwerable to the prece- 
dents of thoCe in my lord of Ormondes time, which you 
may pleafe to offer to his Majefty*is fignature ; and con- 
£dering the ieafbn of the year,. I would be glad fo ibon 
as may be, -tp know what I am to do. 

I am your moft j^ thful humble iervant, 

ESSEX. 

Right Trufty, &c. 
TX THERE AS, We, in Our princely judgment^ do find 
' ' it neceflary, that you fhould repair to Our pre- 
fence, that you may in your own perfon inform Us of the 
prefent ftate of that Our kingdom, and underftand Our 
pleafure and refolutions, in fundry particulars concerning 

Our 
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Our important affairs there : Wc have therefore thought 
fit tofignify Our royal pleafure to you; and We do here* 
by fufficiently autjiorize you forthwith, upon the receipt 
of thefe Our letters, or fo foon after as you fhall find it 
expedient, to repair to Our prefence, that We and Our 
council may advife at large with you, and receive infor- 
mation from you, touching the prefent ftate and afiairs 
of that Our kingdom ; and, becaufe it is fit, that the go- 
vernment there, (hould be fupplied with fbme meet per- 
fbns, to manage the afiairs of that Our realm, during 
your abfence. We have made choice of the moft reverend 
father in God, Michael, lord archbifhop of Dublin, Our 
chancellor of that Our kingdom, and of Our right trufly 
' and well beloved cpunfellor Sir Arthur Forbefe, baronet^ 
Our marfhal of Our army there, to be Our jufHces; and 
accordingly. We do hereby authorize and require you, 
by commiffion, under Our great feal of that Our kingdom,, 
to aflign and appoint them, the faid lord archbifhop of 
Dublin, and the faid Sir Arthur Forbefe, jointly, to be 
Our juflices in that Our kingdom, during Our pleafur^ 
ifor the government thereof, in your abfence, until you 
fhall return thither for the government thereof; and to 
do all things according* to the tenor of the faid letters pa- 
tent to be granted unto them, with fuch inflruftions fop 
the good of Ourfervice, and for the welfere of Our peo- 
ple, as you fhall think fit to leave with them, figned un- 
der your handjj as Our lieutenant general and general go- 

2 vernor 
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vernor of that Our kingdom, without any revocation or 
diminution of your authority : and it is Our pleafure, and 
We do hereby authorize you, that you caufe a claufe to 
be inferted in the faid letters patent, to be granted to Our 
faid juftices, to be appointed as aforefaid, that the faid 
letters patent, or any thing therein to be contained, fhall 
no ways avoid, determine, or annihilate any power or 
authority given unto you by Our letters patent, bearing 
^ate the one and twentieth day of May, in the four and 
twentieth y^ar of Our reign ; but that the fame fhall be 
yalid unto you, to all intents and purpofes, with all jurif- 
didions, benefits, profits, entertainments^ rights, and 
privileges whatibever, granted unto you, as fully, amply, 
and beneficially, to all intents and purpofes, as if the 
laid letters patent never had been granted : and it is alio 
Our pleafure, and We do hereby authorize you, to caufe 
a claufe to be inferted in the faid letters patent to be 
granted to the faid lord archbifhop of Dublin and Sir 
Arthur Forbefe, as aforefaid, that the faid letters patent, 
or any thing thereunto, to be contained, fhall no way 
avoid, determine, or annihilate, or be any way conArued 
to avoid, determine, or annihilate, any office or offices, 
power or authority given unto them, or either of them, 
but that the fame fhall be valid unto them, to all intents 
and purpofes, with all jurifdidions, benefits^ profits, en- 
tertainments, rights, and privileges whatfbever, granted 
to them, or either of them, as fully, amply, and bene- 
ficially. 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 359 

ficially, to all intents and purpofes, as if the faid letters 
patent, now intended to be granted to them, as Our 
juftices aforeiaid, had never been had or granted ; any 
thing to be contained in fuch letters patent, to be granted 
to them as Our juftices aforelaid, to the contrary notwith- 
ftanding. And We do alio authorize you, to cauCe a 
commiffion to be iffued under the great leal of that Our 
kingdom, dire<%ed to Our right trufty and well beloved 
couniellors, thereby authoriiing them, or any of them, 
to adminifter to Our faid juftices, the oaths ufually taken: 
by Our j«ftice& for the government of that Our kingdom.- 
And albeit. We have thus fignified Our pleafure unto you, 
for youf repair hither, and difpoftng of the government 
in your abfence ;. yet if you (hall find any indifpofition 
of your body,, to come hither, and return in fb fhort 
fpace of time, as may be neceflary for Our prefent afiairs 
on that fide, or that any reafon of ftate fhall occur with 
you, which in yoUr judgment, you fhall hold fit to de^ 
tain you there, for the advancement of Ourferrice, then,, 
in fuch cafe,^ We do not fo ftridly enjoin you to the per« 
formance thereof, but that We do leave it freely to your 
own choice, to come or ftay, as you fhall think. fit for. 
Our fervicet and thefe Our letters fhall be unto you, and. 
, all others whom it may concern, a fufficient warrant ia. 
thax behalf.. Given, Sec. 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin CaiUe, June 19, 1675. 

Tj*ROM feveral of my friends in England, I under- 
"^ (land how induftrious you have been in the inclin- 
ing of his Majefty to fend for me over, that I might per- 
fbnally give him an account of his afiairs under my 
charge ; I do give you many thanks for it, and doubt 
not but his Majefty, when I come over, will find reafon 
to believe you have done him good fervice therein ; for I 
am confident the King does not know the true ftate of 
his treafury here, nor how much he will remain in debt, 
after my lord Ranelagh has gone through with his under- 
taking : befides there are divers payments and fums of 
money, which, by the covenants in my lord Ranelagh's 
contradb, feem to be dubious whether they fhould reft on 
the King, or on the undertakers, and theie amount to no 
lefs than threefcore or fourfcore thoufand pounds ; all 
which I find the partners here, conftrue to their own ad^ 
vantage, tho* for my own part, I cannot judge that the 
King ought to bear them, at leaft, not all that will be 
demanded : that therefore his Majefty might have a clear 
information of the former, and might hear fome one 
fpeak in his own behalf to the latter, before the winding 
up and fettling of all reckonings, was a principal induce- 
ment to me, to propofe this journey ; whereunto, if you 
add the other confiderations, in order to the final fettle- 

ment 
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ment of this kingdom, mentioned in my paper fent to 
you by Mr. Godqiphin, all of them of publick concern- 
ment, you have my whole defign in coming over. 

I have nothing to write further, but to tell you, that 
I do not. find Sir Arthur Forbefe fo unwilling to under- 
take the part of a lord juftice, as fome have reprefented ; 
I fpoke of it to him above a fortnight fince, and he (hew- 
ed nounwillingnefs; and I told him of it again yefter- 
day, and he then readily embraced it : he is a worthy 
gentleman, as any I have ever known, . and always ready 
to ferve the crown, wherever he is commanded ; pray do 
him right on all occafions on that fide the water. 
I am moft aftedionately 

your faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
Note enclofed in this Letter. 

If you think it convenient, you may fhew this letter to 
his Majefty, or otherwife keep it to yourfelf, which you 
conceive beft, for I never wrote any thing but what I can 
juftify. 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr. Ha&bord, Dublin Caille, June 19, 1675. 

T HAVE yours of the 1 2th ; as to what relates to my 
lord Caftlehaven, I find his lordfliip in an abfolute 
miftake, for he wrote a letter to me, defiring I would 

A a a pafs 
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pafs his patent for five hundred pounds per annum pen- 
fion, and alfo pafs his Majefty's letter, which was for the 
abating of his quit-rents ; and at the fame time I received 
a letter from my lord treafurer, that that for the quit- 
rents fhould be ftopt, and that the other for the patent 
fliould not take cffe&. till after Chriftmas next. Mr. 
Beecher had then immediately order to pafs his penfion, 
according to the limitation in my lord treafurer *s letter;, 
byt no body calls for it, nor has he employed any agent,, 
that I can hear of, tho* I have made enquiries, fo that I 
know not what he expefts, unlels he would have me fol- 
licit his affairs myfelf, and when letters are fent, that I 
fhould carry them through the offices ; wherefore, I 
would be glad, that at fbme leifure time you would ac- 
quaint his Majefly, that the reafon he has been fb trouble- 
fome, is purely, for that the poor man knows not how to 
follow his own bufinefs. 

Mr. Hallyard a*nd captain Hamond fhall have licence,> 
as is defircd. There fhall be a commiffion for captain ^ 
Prieftman, to come in the place of Sir Roger. Strickland; 
only in regard I have nothing but juft the. letter for it, I. 
would have a line or two from Sir George Strickland, of. 
his confent, it being ever my rule to hear from the perfon^ 
himfelf concerned, ere I grant the commiffion, or other- 
wife it will look like a cartiiering him. My lord of; 
Tyrone is now here in Ireland, and never went over,. 
The letter for my coming into England I. have received,, 
but I am amazed at feveral things in it, for, in the firfl: 

place,. 
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place, it is quite out of the form of any letters that have 
been writ of this nature ; and in the next place, tho* in 
the beginning it direds I fhould come over, fo fbon as I 
(Hould think fit, yet afterwards, it appoints me to pre- 
pare all fuch bills ready, as fliall be neceflary to be offered 
at a parliament here, and iffue writs likewife before my 
coming over, for the fummoning a parliament againft the 
firft day of September next ; which is as much as to fay, 
I fliould not come at all, for it is impoflible to have thefc 
bills drawn and pafled in council, under three months 
time: but that which amazeth me mod of all, is, that 
in your letter you feem to applaud yourfelf very much> 
as if a great point were gained, in calling this parliament 
againft September next; and (bme touches likewife in my 
brother Henry *s letter, do confirm me, that yourfelf and 
he had a hand in propofing it; whether you had or no, 
is not very clear to me, but till I received your letter, 
and faw thefe particulars therein, I did rather prcfume it 
had been purely a fetch of my lord Ranelagh's. I made 
no doubt, if you and my brother were the movers there- 
of, it was with a good intent towards me, believing that 
if writs were iffucd for the calling of a parliament, it 
would fecure my coming back, but I muft confefi I am 
an utter enemy to any thing of practice or artifice; and 
when I recoiled how often I have preflcd you to ufe. 
plain dealing, I fhould very much wonder if now you 
fhould be guilty of a flight of this fort : it is impoffible 
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to have a parliament meet in Ireland under fix months 
time, and I am fure the kingdom cannot be rekdy to 
have one (their prefent poverty being fuch) till the next 
year ; befides, the firft of September is the midfl of their 
harveft, and divers other reafons, fuperfl«ous to be added, 
may be given againft it ; but if you and my brother have 
been confenting to this particular, which relates to a par- 
liament, I believe my lord Conway and lord Jlanelagh. 
laugh bravely in their ileeves, to fee how egregioufly they 
have choufed you both. Pray fhcw my brother Henry 
this letter, and tell him I have many hawks here more 
than my falconers can keep ; I would be glad my brother 
Strangwais would immediately fend for fbme of theniw 
Mr. Philpot, the principal incendiary of this city, is now 
found guilty, by a jury in the KingVbench, of feveral 
feditious practices, and I believe will be fined very deep- 
ly ; you muft ufe your utmoft endeavours with the fecre- 
. taries, that none beg this fine to bring him off, for the 
peace of this city will never be eftabliflied without the 
punifliing of fome of thefe fomenters of thefe late con»- 
tentions. 



I am your mofl affedionate frieiid^. 



ESSEX:. 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, June 19, 1675. 

' I ^HIS ferves only to enclofe a draft of a letter, in be^ 

•^ half of Mr. Leigh ; it is the fame in effect with a 
former letter, under the fignet, dated the 5th of Decem- 
ber 1674, only with fomc few amendments, to make it 
the more regular. This being a favour his Majefty already 
had granted, I fee no inconvenience in the renewing 
thereof, and therefore humbly offer it to you for his Ma- 
jefty*s fignature. 

I am your mofl faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr. Haroo&d,, Dublin Caftle, June 20, 1675. 

'T^HIS bearer, Mr. Taylor, now going into England, 

-*- with the books of the difcoveries of land, has en- 
gaged to me, that he will permit no perfon to view them 
before I. come over ; I thought fit to let you know this, 
that in cafe there fliould be any ftirring in this affair, yoa 
might put a flop to it until my arrival.. 

1 am your raoft«affedionate friend, 

ESSEX.. 
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TO THE LORD DANELAGH. 

'My Lord, DiAlin Caftlc, June 22, 1675. 

T HAVE juft now received your lordiliip*s of the 15th 
"^ inflant, together with the papers cnclofed : as to the 
objedions in relation to the farmers accounts, I have not 
yet had leifure to peniie them fully^ they being very large, 
jior has your lordfliip in your letter mentioned what ufe 
is to he made of them. That the farmers have fent over 
confiderable fums of money, is out of all perad venture j 
jour lordfliip fays, you know not how to give me a de- 
monftration of it, and indeed it may feem a little dif- 
ficult to do it, yet I doubt not by that time I cdme over 
into' England, if it be of any concern to his Majefty's 
bufinefs, to be able to give an account of every particular 
relating thereunto. I wrote this letter in fome haftc, but 
am loath to jet the poft go out, this being the night of 
their departure, without acknowledging the receipt of 
jour lordfliip's : by the next I may write more. 

I am your lordfliip*s moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

M ft. Harbor. i>, Dublin Caftle, June 22, 1675. 

T HAVE received one of yours, one of my brother 
Henry's, and one from Mr. Godolphin, all dated the 
J 5th inftant 5 but having written the laft pacquet to 

4 your- 
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yourfelf and Mr. Gcxlolphin, I have nothing further to 
add, only to defire you to acknowledge the receipt of 
the letters, and remain 

Your mod afledionate fnend, 

ESSEX. 

u i I n n I { I n } I i M hii m 1 1 1 1 11 1 1 1 1 1 ! 1 1 r - 

TO MR. GODOLPHIN. 

Mr. Godolphin> Dublin Caftl*, June 26, 1675. 

T Send you here enclofed a paper of exceptions to an ac- 
count delivered in upon oath by captain Stone, Mr. 
Richardfbn, &c. It came to me from my lord Ranelagh,. 
but he gives no notice who is the aiAior thereof; where- 
fore not knowing how far it may have gone, or whether 
the King may not have had a fight of it, I defire you- 
would endeavour to fhetv them privately to his Majefty. 
They are fo long, as it is not fit to trouble him to read 
them all over ; but if he pleafe to caft his eye on a line 
or two of them, apd does but recoiled whether any fuch 
paper -hath come to his Majefty *s view, it will be enough : '■ 
which, if he have, I do moft humbly defire his Majefty 
would be pleafed to order the author to ftand to it, and- 
juftify it when I come over: in the mean time, that his- 
Majefty (till he can hear me (peak) would be fo gracious • 
as not to retain any imprefilon one way or other from it. 
It. is no new thing to me t9 be attacked in this manner;. 

for. 
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for after I -had taken all the care I could, both in acquaint- 
ing his Majefty, and flaying 'till I had received his com- 
mands, in order to the regulating corporations here ; yet, 
when the rules were made, though precifely anfwerable 
to his Majefty *s appointment, there were, neverthelefs, 
fome in England who fcattered objedions againft them, 
moft falJly and malicioufly expofing both myfelf and the 
government here : but when I had recovered my health 
{for I was then fick) and fent over anfwers to thofe ob- 
je<^ions, the truth came to be fo fully known, as no man 
I can ever hear of fince but refted fatis£ed that I had done 
my duty exadly in that particular. As for this prefent 
paper, it is in fome parts falfe, in many others impertinent, 
and all of it very malicious. But I will venture my life, 
and all I have in this world, that every paflage relating 
to mylelf, when I come to /peak, will be cleared : and 
for what concerns the commiflioners of Cork-houfe, they 
ought, as I conceive, to anfwer for themfelves. Upon 
the whole, I defire you will ufe efiedual means to difco- 
ver the author, that when I have the opportunity to 
juftify myfelf, he may receive his due punifliment for at- 
tempting fo falfly to alperfe me. 

I am your moft affedionate friend, 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR. GODOLPHIN. 

Mr. Godolphik, Dublin Caftle, June 26, 1675. 

T HAVE yours of the igtb, wherein you tell me, 
■*" you conceive you have found a way how to infinuate 
things to my lord treafurer, with that effed, as he may 
truly underftand what fort of man my lord Ranelagh is, 
but that you want matter to offer : I know no one thing 
wherein it can be better compaffed, than by difcovering 
that impudent lie, which he told my lady Danby, as dif- 
courfe coming from my lady Northumberland. If Sir 
William Temple be in town, (he being very well with 
and allied to my lord treafurer*s family, and alfo parti- 
cularly acquainted with my lady Northumberland, and 
befides perfedlly my friend, and a man who thoroughly 
underftands my lord Ranelagh) he may be a very proper 
inftrument for this purpofe. My lord treafurer may be 
alio minded what lies my lord Ranelagh tojd him to gain 
a commiffion for the carl of Orrery laft year, faying, that 
the military powers of the prefident of Munfter were not 
required of my lord Orrery to be refigned, and that he 
gave them up voluntarily. My lord treafurer fhould re- 
coiled who convinced him of this miftake, and into 
what briars the then ignorance of the truth was likely to 
have drawn him. You ftiould ufe all the means you 
can, by fuch as are proper hands, to convince the trea- 
furer, that I have no aims at his differvice ; and for the 
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truth of this, I am fure, you know it fully : and befides, 
to let him know, that fince his Majefty has ordered a 
great fhare of the bufinefs of this kingdom to come 
through his lordfhip's hands, I am fo much his fervant,, 
as I would take this journey, if it were only to {peak 
with him, that he may have a right imprefllon of things 
here : and let his lordfliip be aflured, he is not truly in- 
formed of the ftate of the revenue of this kingdom : and 
may I but be fuffered to come upon equal terms with 
thofe who pretend to know it, and be permitted to fpeak 
as well as they, and not be put only to write, I will lofe 
my life if I do not fhew his lordfhip that he ia in danger 
to be led into many errors. My lord treafurer is a man 
whom I never had the honour to be perfonally acquaint- 
ed with ; but certainly he cannot be the wife man the 
world takes him for, if he will venture at the difpatch. 
of bufinefs, and not fufFer hfmfelf to be rightly inform- 
ed therein ; but in afiairs concerning his Majefty's interefl,. 
only takes his meafures from what he hears from parties- 
concerned in profit and gain againfl his Majefly, and 
not hear any one fpeak in the King's behalf. This, to- 
gether with other publick things in the paper fent by you. 
(as you well know), was the only defign and aim of my 
coming over. If men will take up imaginations in theirs 
heads that there is more in it, I know not how to help' 
it. I cannot but a little wonder Mr. fecretary Coventry 
fliould be difTatisfied at my difpofing of the place Mr- 

Glafcock 
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Glafcock. formerly had : there are but three commiflioners 
of appeal on the eftablifhment, two whereof misfl be to 
make a quorum \ and it is wonderful to me, why men 
fhould exped: to have places which require their prefence, 
only to turn them into penilons^ and never attend the 
duty thereof. I thought I had dealt very kindly with 
Mr. Glafcock in giving it him at firft, and difplacing 
fome others who were in it before : but to be rewarded 
with ill-will for having done a kindnefs, and not con- 
tinuing it when the publick fhould fufFer thereby, I do 
not at all underfland. Sure I am, if Mr. fecretary Co« 
ventry confiders it rightly, he cannot think amifs there- 
of. My other letter you may fhew to the King ; efpe- 
cially if I find he hath ever feen thefe exceptions enclofed. 
To repair the defe<5t of not writing to the duke, when I 
fent you over, herewith you will receive a letter to his 
highnefs, a copy whereof is enclofed for your perufal, 
which you may either deliver or let alone, as you feecaufe. 

I am your mofl affeAionate friend, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE DUKE. 

May it please your highness, 

Dublin Caftle, June i6, 1675. 

A T the time when I fent Mr. Godolphin into Eng- 
land, my intelligence told me, that your highnefs 
did decline as much as might be the interpofing in any 
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bufinefs whatfbever; and judging it unfit for any fubjed 
to give unneceflary trouble to a perfon of fo exalted a 
birth as is your highnefs, was the true caufe I charged 
him with none of my letters to your highnefs. The real 
grounds of my propofing this journey were all of them 
contained in the letter I wrote to his Majefty. If my 
coming over be permitted, I fhall give his Majefty an im- 
partial account of his affairs in this country, and tender 
fuch matters to confideration, as in my apprehcnfion will 
conduce to the future adviantage and fettlement of this 
kingdom. It will alfo add' 'much to my fatisfadion to 
enjoy the honour of kifGng your highnefs's hand; and 
by being on the place, to have frequent opportunity of 
cxprefling the reality and unfeignednefs wherewith 
I am your highnefs*s 

moft humble and moft obedient fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE DUKE OF MONMOUTH. 

• My Lord, Dublin Cattle, June 25, 1675-. 

npHE reafbn I have been fo long in anfwering your. 
* grace's letter relating to your fitter's concern, hath, 
not been my fault, but. Mr. Attorney's, who hatji all this 
time been coUeding the ftate of the cafe here enclofed, 
that your grace may advife upon it in England, to do 
therein as you think fit.. Sir Theophilus Jones hath not 

4 a» 
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as yet paffed any lands in patent, but hath brought in 
feveral difcoveries, which are almoft completed. I fhall 
not fign any thing to hin), *till your grace direcfls upon 
what terms, and to what ufes the lands given up by him 
fhall be configned ; and fuch rules as your grace fhall 
pleafe to order herein^ fhall mofl pundually be ob- 
ferved by 

Your grace's 

moft faithful and n&ofl humble fervant,. 

ESSEX.. 



TO SIR WILLIAM TEMPLE. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, June 26, 1575. 

\/f Y journey into England, which was of my own 
propofing, has, I perceive, occafioned a great deal 
of difcourfe there, and mofl of my fi-iends are of opinion 
that I have not done well therein : but it is impofUble for 
them to know the circumflances of af&irs, and conle- 
quently cannot be judges of what is proper for me to do. 
I afTure you, that however fatisfied L am with my em^ 
ployment, which Hook upon to be the very befl his Ma^ 
jcfly has to give, yet I do find I cannot flay longer in it,, 
and be an honefl man, unlefs I have the opportunity to 
difcourfe a little with his Majcfly, to fet fome things right 
in. order to his fervice, which is impofliblc to be tranfadi- 

odi 
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ed by letters. When I heard your excellency was coming 
into England, I was in hope that my good fortune might 
have been to have met you there ; but the delay that 
fbme men, who are unwilling his Majefty fhould know 
the truth, have put upon my journey, makes me fear I 
fliall not reach London fo foon as to fee you. I am with 
perfed truth 

Yoer moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY* 

Si R, Dublin Caftle, June j6, 1675. 

TV/fY laft letter from Mr. Thinne brings me an ac- 
"*■ '*' count that you have lately been indifpofed ; but I 
hope, when this comes to your hand, it will find you 
perfedly recovered. The more I refled upon the letter 
of calling a parliament here, I am flill in the more 
amazement, for I daily fee greater unpradicablenefs in 
the thing, and fuch as I wonder any on that fide (hould 
be ignorant of. Befides the objections ofiered in a former 
letter of mine, there are others very material, which did 
not juft then occur to me, as this ; the feafbn of the year 
being fuch as the judges will be all in their circuits, and 
the lawyers out of town, when thefe bills are to be drawn ; 
jand it is a conflant rule here, when bills are to be pre- 
pared. 
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pared, a committee of the council is appointed, of which 
all the chief judges are to be of the number, for the per- 
ufing thefe bills ; fo as either the kingdom muft be with- 
out juftice for this year, or bills muft be drawn contrary 
to all former pradiee, and by perfons who are not proper 
to do them. I have been a little perplexed within my- 
felf, how this propofal took its rife ; and upon perufal of 
my letters, I find in one to my lord treafurer of the 30th 
of November laft, being an anfvrer to his lordfliip's of the 
wherein he defired to know my opinion con- 
cerning the calling of the parliament here, and the time. 
I told his lordfhip, that in cafe the country continued to 
improve, as fince the war it began, I then prefumed we 
might be ready for a parliament this fummer, only with 
this caution, that it would not be convenient that a par- 
liament were fitting here and in England at the fame 
time ; wherefore I could fay nothing pofitive as to the 
time. Now if thi? paflage were read, and open, it in- 
ferred, that it was my opinion that a parliament might 
be called this fummer. If you obferve what I have here 
truly recited, you will find, that I am far from being 
pofitive as to the time of convening it: befides, it might 
be my opinion, and on fubftantial grounds enough, in 
November, that a parliament fhould be called the next 
iiimmer;, but circumftances may vary between that and 
June (which is half a year) as I may with good reafbn 
alter my advice: and therefore- it is a very hard cafe to 

oblige 



37^ L E T T E R S O F 

« oblige a man, had I been never (o pofitive then, to con- 
tinue of the fame fenfe fix months after, and not alter, 
tho' he fees the world change about him. I do affure 
you, this kingdom, by reafon of the extraordinary un- 
feafonablenefs of the fpring, and the fliarp courfes taken 
both by the farmers and the commiffioners of the treafury, 
to get in their money, this being the laft year of the firft 
of thefe, and the laft likewife with the other, for the 
payment of the eftabliftiment, and other debts due to the 
army, &c. has made the country fo very poor, as no man 
could forefee it three months ago. Add to this, this let- 
ter of the 30th of November was fent over by my lord 
Ranelagh, who knew well enough the pradice of things 
here, and well underftood that the forms are fuch as a 
parliament cannot be called under fix months prepara- 
tion J and therefore I did exped to have heard from my 
lord treafurer his Majefty*s pleafure before Chriftmas laft, 
in cafe a parliament had been defigned here this fummer. 
I am fure, fhould there meet one before my lord Rane- 
lagh's undertaking be determined and adjufted, it would 
not ferve his turn, to reckon with the commiftloners of 
accounts ; for the houfe of commons here would infalli- 
bly, after the example of that in England (who now be- 
gin to iniped his Majefty*s revenue, and pretend to dire<3: 
how it fhoujd be difpofed, before they gave any money) 
fjcquire an account of his lordftiip*s undertakings; and 
l;his, I. am certain, the wit of man could not prevent; 

but 
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but if this propofal of caliing a parliament in fuch a 
hurry, be only a block caft in the away, that I may not 
ipeak with his Majefly, 1 hope his Majefty would be 
plealed to confider, whether he hath not fometimcs al- 
ready been in danger to be led out of the way upon wrong 
fuggeftions; witncfe the commiffion intended laft fum- 
mer for the earl of Orrery, and that upon thefe occafions 
I have ever a£ted with truth ; and that if he pleafes to 
admit me to his prefence, he fball know the whole ftate 
of this kingdom ; and I will tell him nothing but what 
I will juftify to the fece of any man whatfoever. Yet, 
fliould it be thought unfit for me to come, I fhall then 
write my mind plainly and clearly, not valuing my em- 
ployment, or any thing in the world equal to the proving 
myfelf an entire honeft man. By a letter out of the 
country from one Mr. Thomplbn, a Scotch minifler, who 
has been employed by me on my lord of Ormond*s re- 
commendation, as a fpy among the prefbyterians, I have 
this account, which I fend in the enclofed paper ; and 
tho* I do not find the man to have any great matter in 
him, yet thefe things feem fo particular as to be worthy 
your notice. If my lord of Ormond hath not left Eng- 
land, you may from him be informed how far this man . 
is fit to be believed. Mr. Harbord will offer you a letter 
for his Majefty 's fignature, in behalf of Mr. Adworth, 
who is my clofet fecretary, and hath taken much pains 
with me ; and I have never had the opportunities to gra- 
tify him in any thing. J have fpoken with feme of the 

C c c judges, 
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judges^, who conceive this propofal very reafbnable, and 
is fuiting with the pradice in England. 1 fhould be glad 
the forms might be alike here. If the lettei is^ once figa* 
ed, and come over, I fhall, before I pafi the grant, he^ 
any objedtions that may be made to it^ tho* truly I caa 
Ibrefec none. 

I am with all fuicerity imaginable-,. 
Your moft faithful 

and moft humble fervant, 

ES&E At. 

There is an appointment of many of the difcontented 
people in Scotland, and others of the northern parts of 
England,, to meet at Berwick, or fome where very near 
it, on the i6th of July next, there to confiilt of carry- 
ing on the common concern. Notice is given out of 
Scotland to the prefbyterians in Ireland, that fix. of their 
mmiflers are newly gone to Londoa to- confer with, their 
brethren there, conc^erning the ordering of theic church : 
their names- Mr. Leverflone, Nfr. Hutchinfon,. Mr. Ster- 
ling, Mr. Forcherc Young,. Mr. Blair,^ Mr. Wache;. 

•f-M I M I M H 1 i l l r- i: 4 H ! i ! ' I I I i H } I U I I i -lr^ 
TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

Mt LoRi>j Dublin Caftk, jUne 2j5, 1675.. 

T H A VE lately received a paper of objedions to the ac- 
•*■ counts of the farmers herf,. which was fornierly tranf- 
miitted to your lord/hip :: and the* it came from my lord 

d Ranelagh,, 
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Ranelagh, who I am confident will be Co carcfui of yout 
lordfhip, as to fliew it you, as well as fend it to me ; yet 
left any negled of that (bit fhould happen, I thought it 
the fecureft way to tranfmit a copy of them to your lord- 
ftiip. I am forry they are figned by no hand ; and in- 
deed, it is a very unrearonabk thing, that a liberty fhould 
be taken by men to a(perfe perfons of quality, and in 
eminent place, and not appear who they are that do it. 
Much of this paper feems to be v&y impertinent, and 
not at all to the purpofe. Some things there are which 
carry aiperficms to myfelf, and others which can be points 
ed at none^but your lordihip: therefore I hope you will 
be pleaied to find out the author, that when I come into 
England your lordfliip and myfelf may prepare for our 
common defence. The letter, in form, which I received 
in relation to my going into England, and the calling o( 
a parliament here, being underwritten by Mr, fecretary 
Coventry, I gave him an account of the unpradicable* 
nefs thereof ; but if there were no more than this in if, 
that all the judges are in their circuits, and the lawyers 
in their bufinefs in the country, it makes the thing im- 
pofiible, in regard that without their afilftance we can- 
not prepare bills fit to pafs : befides, the ftraitnefs of time 
is fuch, that had I never fo many helps, I could not go 
through with the work. I did, indeed, in a letter to 
your lordfliip of the 30th of November, mention this 
fummer as probable to be a feafonable time for calling a 

C c c 2 parlia- 



38o LETTERSOF 

parliament here, but faid nothing positive therein ; and 
fending this letter by my lord Ranelagh, who knew that 
a parliament cannot be called here under fix months pre- 
paration, and hearing nothing further from your lord- 
ihip at Chriftmas laft, I therefore concluded that his Ma- 
jefty had laid the thoughts thereof afide till another year. 
One of the greateft matters in calling a parliament, to 
make it fiiccefsful for his Majefty's fervic^ will be to take 
care of eledions of members into the houfe of commons ► 
and it is not here as in England, where recommendations 
from the court do rather hinder than help one to be 
chofen ; for if the lieutenant be a man beloved, and upon 
the place, he may, with care, make the houfe of com-" 
mons be almoft what he will Indeed, I would be ver^ 
loth to promife good fucceis in a parliament, if I be abr- 
fent out of the country whilft the eledions are making.. 
I find tho/e of the Romifh petfuafion in this king^onL 
very much diilurbed at the noife of a parliament here ;, 
and there is an unlucky ftory come over in letters from 
London (how true I know not, for not one word of it is. 
in any of mine] that my lord Conway and my lord 
Ranelagh have undertaken to his Majefty,. if there be a. 
parliament, they fhall give him three hundred thoufand 
pounds. Your lordflbip,^ who has fo great experience ia 
parliamentary affairs or proceedings^ cannot but know 
how mifchievous any fuch thing would be for any one to 
undertake j and the report thereof (though falfe) is 

enough 
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enough to obftrud his Majefty's ferrice. I omit a good 
deal more which I could fay upon this and other fubjeds^ 
hoping ere long to wait on your lordfhip in perfon, where 
I may have the opportunity to difcourfe with you con- 
cerning all aflairs, and likewife to exprefs the fincerity 
wherewith 

I am your loFdfhip*s moft ^th&l humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lord, Dublin CaRle, June 26, 2675. 

'T^^HE exceptions to the accounts which your lordfliip 

•*■ formerly tranfmitted, I have perufed, and do give, 
you many thanks for your kindneis in fending them over. 
You cannot do me a greater favour in any fort, than 
early acquainting me with matters of this nature. I am 
only troubled that you fent me not the name of the au- 
thor ; but I hope your lordfliip will be diligent in the 
enquiry who it was that framed them ; for there being 
many things therein which obliquely caft refledlions up« 
on me, and fome others which blemifh my lord trcafurer,, 
I hope your lord(hip will be induftrious, when two of 
your friends are concerned, and thofe men in eminent 
place, to difcDver who compofed them, and ufe fuch 
means a& the perfon may not retrad what he has faid ; 

that 
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that fo when I am in England, I may have the opportu- 
nity of clearing myfelf, and my lord treafurer likewife 
may vindicate his own honour. 

Yours of the 1 9th is alfo come, together with the en- 
clofed. I know not what men mean in railing afperfions 
•upon thofe that are here ; for I was near two years in this 
kingdom before I ever heard or knew any thing of this 
grant to my lady Portfmouth. The lirft news that came 
to me was in a letter from one of the fecretaries, about 
half or three quarters of a year ago, which told me, 
that there was a fuit with one Hawkins for 9000 1. due 
to his Majefty, and that there had been fbme flacknefs 
both in the court and King's council in the profecution 
thereof; whereupon I lent for Mr. Attorney and Mr. SoJ- 
licitor, and cohimanded them to profecute it with effeit ; 
and alfo I told my lord chief baron, that he fhould, with- 
out other delay than what the neceffary forms of law re- 
quire, proceed fpeedily to judgment. I heard no more 
of this matter till fome months after Mr. Hawkins pre- 
ferred a petition to the privy council, complaining of a 
judgment, as I take it, againfl: him in the exchequer. 
This petition, I think, we difmiffed, fending it to the 
judge to which it properly belonged. Hawkins has fince 
taken fome exceptions to the jurildiftion.of the court of 
chancery, in the exchequer 5 and being a very clamorous 
man, did threaten to carry his cafe over to the parliament 
in England, and petition the houfe of commons there, 

as 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. '383 

as being the benefit of Magna Charta, and a trial at 
common kw. This, and taking a little time to perufe 
precedents, hath, as I am told, made the court a little 
flacker in their proceedings. By good luck your lord- 
fhip's letters arrived on Thurfday, the term being out^ 
and my lord chief baron preparing for a journey to the 
Bath. Had it come three days later, the bufinefs mufl 
have flayed till November next : but immediately on the 
receipt of them, I fpoke with the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, who tells me they have found two precedents in 
the point; and I have ordered my lord chief baron not 
to ftir out of town till judgnient be given in the cafe.. 
This part of my letter you may, if you pleafe, read to 
my lady dutchefs of Portfmouth. It is wrote in hafte, 
having many other dispatches to make. 
I am your lordfhip's 

moft ^ithfiil humble fervant^ 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR HANS HAMILTON, 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, June 26, 1675. . 

"D Y this laft pacquet I received an order of council,, 
^^ relating to the concern of the 49 officers, a copy 
whereof is herewith inclofed, whereby you will under- 
ftand what e&& my letters have had in that bufinefs. I 

hava 
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have nothing to add, but to defire you to enquire of the 
affairs I entrufted you with, concerning the troops and 
companies of the army which lay near you, and hope 
you will not forget to give me a pundual account there- 
in, who am 

, Your moft faithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, June 26, 1675. 

T HAVE yours of 19th, which advifes I fhould have 
•*■ n6 coaches to attend me into town when I fliall come 
to London, and that for fear of encreafing the jcaloufy 
which fome caufclefsly have of my coming. My lord 
Conway long ago, in difcourle, told me, that the ufual 
cuftom was, when the lieutenant of Ireland came to 
town, that Jiis Majefty did fend one of his own coaches 
the laft day to Taring liim in. My diredions to Mr. Godol- 
phin was, <that he fhould enquire what was cuftomary, 
and that I de^ed the &me fhould be done. For my own 
part, I think the affeding any thing extraordinary, either 
of Iplendor, or the forbidding that which is the common 
pradlice, will ihew an arrogance in any man, and conie- 
quently increafe the fufpicions which men of this age are 
fo apt to create ; and therefore I am ftill of the £ime 
opinion, that the ordinary cuftom ihould be kept, and 

nothing 
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nothing more or lefs done than it, which is all I have to 
fay upon this fubjedb, who am 

Your moft affeAionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

Pray let me have a good perriwig made againft I come ; 
and, if you will, a plain iuit of ftuiF cloaths, in the 
faQuon, with black ribbons, to meet me at the laft ciay's 
joum^. 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

■Ma. Harbo&d, ' '' Dublin Caftle, June 26, 1675. 

T Received yours of the 19th.. The Norwich frigate, 
-*• commanded by captain London, being in this harbour, 
I intended fhould carry me over, when I went for Eng- 
land, and a day or two after I had told captain London 
thereof, there came an order out of England, that he 
fliould attend my lord of Orrery at Minehead ; but the 
Monmouth yatch, fent out of England, being juft ar- 
rived at this port, I thought it would not be Afagreeablc 
to his Majefty*s pleafuie, that I fliould take my choice, 
and my lord of Orrery have the other veflcl. Captain 
London being the very fame man who brought me hitho^ 
at my firft coming, I have refolved to take him, and 
have ordered the yatch forthwith to fet fail, and wait on 
my lord of Orrery at Minehead. Thus much it may be 

D d d neceffary 
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neceiTary for you to let his Majefty know^ that captain 
London may bear no blame. There is a letter inclofed 
in behalf of Mr. Aid worth, which I look upon as a rea- 
fonabld thing, and you well know, that I have hitherto 
been able to do nothing for him ; therefore I would have 
you get it difpatched. Having nothing further, 

. I remain your mod afFedionate friend, 

ESSEX, 

Right Trufty, &c. 

"1 X 7HEREAS, the employment of drawing, writing, 
^ ^ preparing, and engrofUng, all and every the writs 
oi Juhpc&na^ iffuing, or to be iiTued out of the high court 
of chancery, in Our kingdom of Irdand, under the great 
feal thereof, as well writs oi fubpasna ad compare/idumy 
and writs qi fubpesna ad tejiificandumy as all other writs 
oi fuhpcena^ of what nature, name, condition, quality 
ot kind whatfoever, iffuing, or to be iffued, out of Our 
high court of chancery afore&id, either at the fuit of Us, 
Our heirs and fucceffors, or any of Our liege fubjec^s 
whatfoever, is at prefent executed by perfons not efpeci- 
ally nominated or appointed by Us thereunto, or having 
Our letters patent for the fame; and We taking the laid 
matter into Our princely confideration, have thought £t, 
that the faid employment of writing, preparing, and in- 
grofUngall writs of y«^<a?;*tf aforefaid, jChould be erefted 
and created, into an oiHce, as is already eftablifhed in 

Our 
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Our high court of chancery, in Our kindom of England, 
to be held and executed by fuch perfon or perfbns to 
whom We, Our heirs, and fucceflbrs, (hall gracioufly 
pleafe to grant the fame ; and accordingly Our will and 
pleafure is, that you do with the advice of Our council 
learned in the law, caufe efFedual letters patent to be 
pafled under the great feal of that Our kingdom of Ire- 
land, for ereding and creating the faid employment into 
an office, to be called by the name of the Su^pcena-oi- 
fice, in Our high court of chancery, in Our kingdom of 
Ireland, and to be exercifed and enjoyed by fuch peribn 
Of peribns, as We (hall think fit to nominate or appoint 
thereunto ! and We being well fatis£ed of the integrity 
of Our well beloved fubjed, Richard Aldworth, efq; and 
his abilities for the execution and difcharge of the laid 
office. Our further will and pleadire is, that in the faid 
letters patent, you caufe a grant from Us, Our heirs, and 
fucceflbrs, to be made of the faid office, to the faid 
Richard Aldworth, to be held, executed, and enjoyed, 
by him, the faid -Richard Aldworth, or his fufficient de- 
puty, during his natural life, together with all fuch fees, 
profits, and perquifites, and emoluments, as now are, or 
at any time heretofore have been ufually taken and re- 
ceived by any perfon or perfons for the drawing, writing, 
and preparing, the writs oifubposna aforementioned ; and 
in the faid letters patent, you are alfo to caufe a clauie to 
be inferted, flridly prohibiting and enjoining Our clerk 

D d d 2 of 
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of the Hanaper, and all other Our officers of Our high 
court of chancery, in Our kingdom of Ireland, chat they 
do not deliver, or caufe to be delivered, out to any per- 
fon or perfons whatfoever, any of the w/its of fubpcena 
before mentioned, (ave only fuch as fhall be prepared and 
iilued by the faid Richard Aldworth, or his deputy ; and 
that no fuch writs of fubpcena aforefaid, ihall be admit- 
ted, deemed, or taken, as good and authentick, after the 
date of Our (aid letters patent, but fuch only as are writ* 
ten and attefted by him the faid Richard Aldworth, or 
his deputy; any ufe, cuftom, ftatute, or provifion, to 
the contrary notwithftanding : inferting likewiie all fuch 
beneficial claufes, and non obfiantes<i as are ufual in grants 
of like nature, and may render this Our intended grace 
and ^vour to him the faid Richard Aldworth, in lawy 
good and efledually. And for fo doing, &c. Given, &c. 

/ 
^^H!^♦)eO0O^(+X+)0Ol5(+X^iH)8(♦HHHH^)eC♦♦+^^♦^ 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir,. Dublin Caftk, June ap, 1^75. 

TTf7lTH much latisfadion have I received yours of the 
2 2d inftant, which brings me his Majefty's confent 
to attend him forthwith; I give you many thanks for 
your care in this buiinefs, and the continual watchfulness 
you have ufed, upon all opportunities, to acquaint his 
JMajefty with the truth of things. 

I have 
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I have ordered my coaches and hories immediately to 
be put on (hip board; the next week I fhall crofs the feas 
myfelf, and haften- what I can to London. Your letter 
came to me bat an hour ago, and this being the night 
for the poft to go, and having nothing further material 
to add, I (hall conclude with the aiTurance of my being 
unfeignedly 

Your moft ^ithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. GODOLPHIN. 

Mr. Godoli>hin, Dublin Caftle, June ap, 1675. 

Together with yours of the 24th, I received one from 
Mr. fecretary Coventry of the lame date, upon 
which, without further hefitatien or delay, I can adven* 
tiire to begin my journey ; and in order thereunto, I Ihall 
forthwith (hip my coaches for Chefter, intending to be 
on board myfelf, on Thurfday, July the 8th: I Ihall 
make as quick a difpatch upon the road, to be at London 
or Windfor, which of the two the court is at, as my 
coach, and the company that is with me, will permit. 
You will take care that 1 be not unprovided of lodgings 
either at London or Windfor, as occafion fhall require. 
I am very forry we cannot be certain what my lord trea- 
furer*s intentions are, for were I fure he would be at the 

Bath, 



390 L E T T E R S O F 

Bath, I would not fail to go Milford way, tho* fomcwbat 
out of the common road, and an inconvenient journey 
from hence ; but you telling mc that his lordfliip's remove 
depends upon the King's going to Windfor, and that 
both by yours, and others letters, feeming very doubtful, 
I have refolved of this nearer way by Chefter, and hope 
to reach London pofitively before my lord treafurer goes 
to the Bath, tho* he ihould intend that journey ; pray 
make my compliments to my lord treafurer upon this 
fubjed. 

The laft week I told my brother Henry, that at my 
coming to town, I did not defire any ceremony, more 
than is ufual ; and truly that which is cuftomary, I con- 
ceive to be the propereft, and will fhew leaft of deiiga 
in my coming; therefore you may difirourfe with him 
about it, (b as no more or leis than the ordinary pra<^ce 
may be oWerved. I have enclofed a news letter, which 
gives notice of a parliament on the firft of September, as 
alfo of my going over about my own private bufinefs; 
as for the letter, you know how little truth is in it, and 
even the report of the former, before the confirmation by 
• this letter, has iet all perfons at work, to make parties for 
cledions, fo as I cannot but fay, whoever was the author 
and contriver of fo precipitate a calling of a parliament 
here, and likewife giving fuch publick warning thereofj 
could defign no other, than that his Majefty's bufineis 
fliould fail in my hands; whenever a parliament is feri- 

I oufly 
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ouiQy refblved, there muft of neceifiiy be fix months time 
allowed for preparing bills, &c. as I have already told 
you, and befides, the lieutenant muft privately know the 
King's mind before it be divulged, that Co he may fpeak 
with peribns of intereft, and confider with them how to 
have eledions made of honeil men, and fuch as are well 
afleded to his Majcfty*s fervice : if thefe meafures will be 
obferved with good caution, I make no doubt, but I may 
another year with good effeft fee a parliament convened. 
Let Mr. Harbord know that I have his of the 2 2d, and 
tell him the time when I fet out; pray keep private to 
yourfelf the notice I give you, that Mr. fecretary Coven- 
try has fent new orders in relation to my going over. 

I am your moft afFediohate friend, 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR. THINNE. 

Si r, DuWin Caftlc, June 19, 1675. 

XT' OURS of the 2 2d arrived here, together with the 
-■• notice from Mr. fecretary Coventry, and (as you 
fay) from no man elfe, that I have liberty to come over ; 
I am getting out as faft as I can, and hope no counter- 
mand will be fent to require my ftay, when I fhall be on 
the place, which I hope will be fpeedily ; I queftion not 
but my journey will be very fatisfadory to his Majefty^ 

and 
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and then I (hall have the opportunity to acknowledge 
your care and induftry in relation to all bufinefs of this 
country, and remain 

Your mod afledionate and faithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE EARL OF ANGLESEY. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Jtmctg, i^75> 

'^7'OtJRS of the 2 2d of June came to my hand this 

'*' day, wherein you mention the concern of the lapfed 
money. Your lordfliip, who underftands the a^rs of 
this kingdom perfedly, cannot but know that feveral 
queftions will arife in the. equal diftribution of a tax of 
this nature ; but I do afTure your lordfliip^ I have never 
laifed any unneceflary difficulties, and Dr. Hall who fbl- 
licits his buflnefs in my lord of Orrery's behalf, can 
witnefs, that I have given him all the due difpatch he 
could defire, which I (hall continue to do Co long as I 
day here, and in my ablence, I prefume my lords ju dices 
may go on in the fame manner as if I were prefent. 

My journey I fliall begin this next week, fo as hoping 
to lee your lordihip fpeedily, I need add no more, remain- 
ing with perfe<3: truth 

Your lordfliip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 29, 1675. 

'T^HE court of exchequer have yefterday given judg- 
ment againft Hawkins of this town, fo as I prefume 
all the reft who are interefted in the mean profits^f land, 
fet out for Englifli arrears and doubling ordnance money, 
will come in, and not ftand any further trial ; his Ma- 
jefty*s letter impowers me to make compofitions and 
agreements with the parties concerned, which I thall do 
to the beft advantage I can ; but my journey into England 
being fo near as the next week, I fear I fhall myfelf dis- 
patch little of this bufinefs, yet when I go, I (hall leave 
this affair in fafe hands, to treat with perfons, but not to 
conclude without my fpecial diredions. 
I am your lordfliip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

{ 1 i ! 1 I } i 1 H-4- H i ! { I { ! .1 i n i ! I I } i I } I I i { i {■ 
TO THE LORD AUNGIER. 

My Lord, Dublin Ci^lc, June 29, 1675. 

T HAVE received yours of the 2 2d, and give your 
"^ lordfliip thanks for the intelligences you therein fend 
me ; I am juft preparing for my journey, which I will 
haften with all the fpeed I can, and therefore having no- 

E e e thing 
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thing to add, but to defire the continuance of your kind- 
nefs to 

Your lordfliip*s moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE EARL OF ARLINGTON. 

MvLoRD, London, July 24, 1675. 

/^N Wednefday laft, I had the fatisfadion of a letter 
^^ frona your lordfliip ; I am forry it was my misfor- 
tune to arrive after you left the court, and I fear I {hall 
not ftay long enough to fee your lordfhip, at your return ; 
but wherever I am, your lordfhip may aflure yourfelf of 
all real and faithful fervices, which to the utmoft of my 
power can be performed to you, and I (hall never forget 
the obligations which your lordfliip has been pleafed to 
place upon me. 

The money in queftion between your lordfliip and my 
lord Ranelagh muft be determined before I go back ; it 
may perhaps be a queftion, whether the King will have 
the»benefit of this 1250I. or permit your lordfliip to re- 
ceive it, and for this your lordfliip has his Majefty's let- 
ter; but I do not, if I rightly apprehend the cafe, fee 
how my lord Ranelagh can avoid the payment of it : 
having nothing further to add, I defired your lordfliip 
will continue the belief and efteem of me, as being 
Your lordfliip's moft faithful 

and moft humble fervant, 

4 ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, July 27, 1675. 

I HAVE received your lordfhips of the 14th, inftant, 
together with the papers enclofed, concerning Mr. 
Nugent J the matter, as I conceive, requires no great 
hafte, and as yet I have not had leifure to perufe and con- 
fider it, but fo foon as I fliall get time, I fliall examine 
his pretenfions, and then your lordfliips (hall hear further 

from me. 

When the privy council here, fat laft, fome rules were 
agreed for the giving of pafles to fhips, and becaufe it 
was conceived ufeful to purfue the fame method in grant- 
ing pafles for fhips in Ireland, a copy was ordered to be 
fent me, the tranfcript whereof is here enclofed, that in 
cafe any fue for fuch paflies, your lordfliips may be in- 
ftruded in what form to grant them. As I was writing 
this letter, another from your lordfliips of the 1 7th ar- 
rived, wherein you acquaint me with the late proceedings 
in the city of Dublin. I am very glad that Sir John 
Tottie and Mr. Philpot are difpatched, it being a hope- 
ful fign that the <:ity will at length return to their right 
fenfes again j as for the mayor, I did indeed recommend 
Mr. Jarvis as a man of fome fpirit and refolution, and 
^therefore fit to fupply the place at this time j but if alder- 
man Smith, who truly I did not nominate, in^ regard 
he lives frequently put of town, will take it, he is a man 

E e e 2 with- 
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without exception, and I fhould be glad he had it before 
any other ; but either of them, I conceive, may do very 
well. 

I am your lordfhips moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

44.^.H-H-H-H { I 1-114 I { M i i { 1 I I I { ! I { { i { I [ ■ 
TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, London, July 27, 1675. 

C* INCE my arrival here, I find all things very fair 
^ and clear towards me, and that which pleafes me beft 
is, that I perceive an inclination to give me a fpeedy dif^ 
patch, and I hope it will be found my journey will be of 
advantage to his Majefty's fervice. I have fo little time 
at my firft coming to town, as I can fay no more, but 
conclude with telling you, I am ever with fincerity 
Your moft faithful and affedlionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR. 

My Lord, London, July 27, 1675.. 

T HAVE fb little time tamyfelf now, upon entering 
-*- into affeirs here, as I have much ado to get leifure to 
write ajiy letters ; however, that your grace may know 
how things ftand in relation ta myfcl^ I can give you this 

brief 
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brief account ; my reception here hath been as kind as is 
poflible, and that which is moft obliging of all, is the 
readinefs that I meet with among all his Majefty's mini- 
fters, to give me a Ipeedy difpatch ; we have made fome 
entries at the privy council, upon the affairs which occa- 
fioned my journey, and by what I can difcern, it will 
not be long ere I ihall conclude all, and return. Juft 
now there is news arrived for certain, that Marflial 
Turenne, as he was going^ with a fmall party, to view 
fome ground, was killed with a cannon fhot ; his death 
as is believed, will undoubtedly be of great confequence 
to affairs abroad. 

I am your grace's moft faithful humble (ervant, 

E S S E X* 



TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lord s^ London, July 31, 1675. 

I HAVE acquainted the King with the feveral infor- 
mations you fent me, concerning the late taking away 
of a Dutch fhip out of the port of Dublin ; his Majefty 
feems very fenfible of the injury, but the examinations 
not naming the fhip, nor the captain which committed 
the fad, I do a little doubt how reparation can be de- 
manded. This affair will be confidered here, and fome 
order taken therein. 

r am your lordfhips mofl faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, Bath, Auguftar, 1^75." 

T HAVE received two of your letters of the loth of 
Auguft : in one of them was enclofed a' petition of 
Jacob Jedtfes, concerning the fhip which was lately taken 
by the French privateer ; fo foon as I wait upon the King, 
which will be the next week, I fhall acquaint him with 
the matter. The other enclofed a ftate of the condition of 
Sir Hugh Middleton's company : as for fuch monies which 
he hath taken upon impreft, the company muft be rdm- 
burfed it again, by the commiflioners of the treafury, 
there being an order long ago fent them, not to impreft 
any money, other than the officers pay, unlefs warrant- 
ed by myfelf ; and. if they do venture to impreft to the 
officers, it muft be at their own peril ; and if any private 
perfons furnifh money or imprefl, they muft even take 
their fortune in it, for the company is not to anfwer an 
impreft charged by the captain. When I am at London, 
I will hear what Sir Hugh Middleton can fay to the com- 
plaint ; I fhall then alfb return your lordfhips my reiblu- 
tion to the queries concerning the precedence of officers, 
and remain 

Your lordfhips 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR. 

My Lord, London, September 11, 1675. 

T HAVE fat fo long at the treafury chamber, concern- 
ing the future ordering of his Majefty's revenue in 
Ireland, as I have icarce time td write to your grace be- 
fore the poll goes, and what I fay, can only be very {hort. 
His Majefty has agreed for putting the revenue in Mr. 
Pitts, Sir. John Baber, and Sir William Petty 's hands, &c. 
for nine years ; , they are to be in the nature of managers, 
or commifHoners of his Majefty's revenue, but are to en- 
ter into good fecurity for the payment of 24.0,000 1. per 
annum. 

I have acquainted his Majefty with the French captain, 
which you have fecured : it was impoflible to return what 
his pleafure is upon this fubjed to day, his Majefty being 
fo full of bufinefs ; but by the next poft I (hall tranfmit 
it to your grace. 

I muft a little confider and take fome advice about the 
patent concerning Athlone, which your grace acquainted 
, me with in your particular letter ; fo foon as I have done 
it, your grace fhall hear again from me; in the mean 
time 1 dcfire you would communicate this letter to Sir 
Arthur Forbefe, and let him know what hafte I am. in 
at prefent. I remain 
Your grace's 

moft faithful humble lervant, 

E s SE x; 
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TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, September 14, 1675. 

T HAVE received your lordihips of the 4th, and {hall 
'■' willingly confent to the exchange of the two lieuten- 
ants therein mentioned, Sir Richard Aldworth and cap- 
tain Congreve; but I hope I am fo near my journey, as 
there (hall not need to be any blank commiffions fent for 
them. His Majefty approving well of your lordfliips 
feizing the French privateer, who lately gave fo much 
difturbance to the trade of Dublin^ hath refolved to pro- 
ceed againfl the captain according to the ordinary courfe 
of law J and that your lordfhips may know what (hall be 
done in this affair, I have herewith enclofed Mr. fecre- 
tary Coventry's letter, fignifying his Majefty 's pleafure, 
which I defire you will purfue fo foon as Sir Lyonel Jen- 
kins hath given his opinion, in what manner the captain 
and fhip are to be brought to trial : your lordfliips fliall 
have notice what is further to be done. 

I am your lordfliips moft faithful humble (ervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, September 18, 1765. 

00 ME little time before I left Dublin, I fent an order, 
^^ by confent of the commiflioners of the treafury, to 
the farmers at Cork-houfe, requiring them to keep in 

their 
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their hands two tlioufand five hundred pounds, due by 
patent, to the duke of Ormond, out of the quit-rents, 
till they fhould receive feme further diredion from me : 
this matter having been in debate here, my lord Rane- 
lagh has confented, that it (hall be paid unto my lord 
duke of Ormond ; there is this circumftance in the cafe 
fit to acquaint your lordfhips with, that regularly the 
money ought to have been paid out of the rents due at 
Lady day laft, but for the convenience of the undertak- 
ing I transferred it to the quarter due at Midfummer ; 
therefore your lordfhips may be pleaied to diredb your or- 
der accordingly, that his grace may receive the benefit of 
his patent. 

I am your lordfliip's moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, London, September 25, 1675. 

'THHERE hath happened a thing of fome importance 
■■■ here, which in regard it relates to Ireland, and 
fome perfons may officioufly write over, and perhaps in 
fuch terms as may be to the difadvantage of a great per- 
fon here, who hath appeared much my friend, and done 
me feveral good offices ; I conceive it may not be amifs, 
that yourfelf, for whom I have a moft particular efteem, 

Fff do 
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do know the truth, that fo you may do right to the 
perfon concerned, in cafe any thing be ftirred to his pre- 
judice. 

On Thurfday Mr. Pitts, comptroller to the duke, be- 
ing called to the committee appointed by his Majefty, to 
confider of the propoials for the new farm, he behaved 
himfelf in fo unhandfome a matter, as I have never feen 
the like, (peaking in moft rude and indecent terms to* 
Mr. fecrctary Coventry and my lord treafurer, and to the 
ktter with moft unworthy re£[edions ; on Friday he was^ 
called again, the King himfelf being prefent, where he: 
behaved himfelf ftill worfe than before ; and being preffed^ 
to explain what he meant by the word direded to my lord 
treafurer, he faid, that which he had to oiSer, was upoa 
l^e coUedions he had made by that which he had heard 
from others ; and being, further urged to (peak out, and 
tell the fubftance of what he had to. obje<Sl, after many 
fhiftings, he faid, that my lord treafurer had an under- 
flanding with fome of thofe who treated for the farm. 
My lord treafurer behaved himfelf very worthily on the: 
occafion, and the other rather like a mad man, than one 
who underftood what he attempted- His Majefty hath- 
appointed to-morrow in the afternoon to hear the bufi- 
nefs; I am confident fome bye-ends have provoked Mr.. 
Pitts to do what he hath done, and it is fit he fhould: 
fmart feverely for it, if he fail (which I have goodi 
grounds to believe he will do) in his proof :: it is late, and! 
4i • • there—. 
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therefore I give you this imperfed account, to avoid mif- 
information. 

I am your moil afledionate 

and moft humble (ervant, 

ESSEX.' 



TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lord f, London, Sept. 28, 1675. 

DO herewith fend your lordfhips a copy of my orders 
concerning the removal of the forces out of the North, 
which you may pleafe to put in execution, and place 
them in fuch quarters as you judge naoft convenient. 
Here is alfo a petition of Mr. Dempfey, which hath been 
fhewn his Majefty, who being informed that the gover- 
nors on the place have always power to pardon, his Ma- 
jefty did not think fit to interpofe by letter : wherefore 
you may pleafe to enquire how the matter goes upon the 
trial, in cafe it happens to be before my arrival ; and if it 
appears as it is ftated in the petition, he may feem a pro- 
per objed of mercy. 

I have received your lordfhips of the 21ft inftant, and 
do well approve of that care you have taken for the pay 
due to the northern forces. As to the lieutenant and 
boatfwain of the French fhip, I do conceive his Majefty *g 
intention was not to detain either of them, but only the 
commander himfelf, they being to obey his orders : how- 

F f f a ever, 
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ever, not having time to know his Majefty's pleafure, I 
muft refpite the faying any thing therein pofitively 'till 
the next pofl. The farm was on Sunday ]aft quite con- 
cluded with Sir William Petty, Sir James Shean, &c. 
Mr. Pitts and Sir John Baber are gone out, and Mr. Hill 
and one Mr. Rider, reputed a wealthy man, are come 
into their places. This being done, and my inftrudions. 
already figned, and feverai other things diQ)atched, I 
hope to begin my journey very fuddenly, and do there- 
fore defire your lordfliips will be pleafed to order the 
yatch and dogger boats to attend me at Holyhead on the 
17 th of Odlober. 

1 am your lordfhips mod faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR. 

MyLoRD> l-ondon, Od. 2, 1675, 

T HAVE received your grace's of the 21ft of Septem- 
•*• ber, and do fully agree with you in your opinion con~ 
cerning the farm : for it is almoft impoilible for his Ma- 
jefty's council at law here to knaw and underftand all 
the little intrigues relating to his revenue of that king- 
dom of Ireland ; and I am confident, that as my being 
on the place hath been of fome advantage to his Majefty 
in the fetting of the farm,, the affifiance of Sir Joha 

Temple^ 
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Temple, his Majefty's follicitor . for that kingdom, will 
be of great ufc to the attorney-general here in drawing 
the covenants ; and the attorney himfelf, who is as worthy 
and knowing a perfon as I have ever met with, is fufEci- 
cntly feniible theicof. I am very defirous this bufinefs 
fhould be perfeAed before I ftir ; and, indeed, I hope it 
will be Co, and that I (hall be able to begin my journey 
about Tuefday or Wednefday come fe*i>night, at leaft 
within a day or two of that time. Sir Lionel Jenkins 
hath given his opinion to hi& Majedy concerning the 
French captain Chelin, and by the next I fliall fend your 
grace and Sir Arthur Forbefe a copy thereof, together 
with his Majefty's order concerning the trial of him, as 
aMb a diredion what fhall be done with the lieutenant 
and boatfwain, who are yet detained prifoners. Having 
nothing further to add, I remam 

Your graces moft faithful humble iervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, . London, 0&. 2, 1675. 

T HAVE received yours of the 21ft of September, to- 

gether with the letter of intelligence out of Scotland, 

of which his Majefty has been made acquainted. Several 

©f the like accounts have come from thence hither, and 

' 1 found 
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I found my lord duke of Lauderdale knew of that lord's 
being in Ireland, which you name in your letter. Hav- 
ing niade it known to his Majefty, I have no further to 
do with the affairs of that country ; but I perceive that 
jthey are pretty confident here, that tho' many are dif-> 
contented in Scotland, yet matters will end well. 

I have written by this pacquet to my lord chancellor, 
and have faid'ibmething concerning the French captain, 
which, prefuming his will tell you, I fhall add no more, 
remaining with perfedt truth 

Your moft a&6tionate and faithful fervant, 

ESSE^. 

TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, 0£t. 26, 1575. 

T HAVE received your lordfliips of the 20th inftant, 
'^ and am very glad to hear that you have found an ex- 
pedient to anfwer the pay to the northern forces, that 
they may be enabled to remove into other quarters. 

As fbon as the bargain was made for new farming the 
revenue of Ireland, I did move his Majefty, that the 
whole advance- money, being 60000 1. might bereferved 
untouched, to fupply fuch defeds as would appear at 
Chriflmas next, on the winding up o( my lord Ranelagh's 
undertaking ', it being eafy to forefee, that confidering 

the 
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the dedications which have been allowed to the farmers, 
and the monies overpaid bj|^ my lord Ranelagh, a large 
propOTtion of the growing pay on the civil and military 
lifts, would then remain unfatisfied :. his Majefty having, 
promiied that this fum fliall be kept intire for thofe ufes,. 
i defire you will ftruggle it out as well as you can, in the 
mean time,, and I do hope this money will enable us to 
clear things reafbnably well, and fupport the government 
for the future,, till the new rents payable do come in. 

I have herewith enclofed the report of Sir Lionel Jen»- 
kins, together with the order of the council, in relation 
to Chelin. Your lordOiips may pleafe to make him fen* 
fible of the condition he is in, and that it is purely his 
Majefty's mercy he is not proceeded againft for his life : 
that therefore he muft fpeedily take care to give fatisfac- 
tion for the lofles thefe merchants have fuftained, or 
otherwiie proce& will goon agSiinft them. The order 
of council giving fo full diredions in the point, I need 
add nothing more^ Here is alfo enclofed a letter in be- 
half of Dr. Taafe, for pafUng a patent on a certificate, 
which grant your lordfhips may be pleafed to perfed. 
A« for your rooms in the cuflom-houfe,. mentioned in 
your letter to be pafTed'to the ufe of the lord Ranelagh 
and future vice-treafurers, here is a perfbn who claims 
them by patent, as • belonging to the craner's office : yet 
Lfhall not flop them on' that fcore ; but the reafon why 
£ defire your lord (hips will fufpend it for- fome little time,, 

isy, 
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is, left the new farmers might, by their agreements, have 
fome little right to it ; and I fhould be loth, upon fb 
flight a particular, to embrace fo great a bargain. With- 
in a day or two fome of them may be fpoken i^Kith ; and 
if they have no pretenlions to thefe rooms, I fhall by the 
next leave your lord (hips at liberty to grant them con- 
formable to his Majefty's letters. 

Here is one Mr, Gill, who hath petitioned me to be 
excufed from being flierifFof the county of Down. Some 
friends of his having importuned me in the thing, I de- 
tire your lordiliips will be pleafed not to prick him this 
jear. I remain 

Your lordfliip*s moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, 0<a. 31, 1675. 

I HAVE received yours of the 26th of Odober, which 
arrived not till Wednefday, fo as the poft was gone 
ere I had it. I prefume, before this, orders concerning 
the privateer, which I fent ten days or a fortnight fince, 
will be come to you. The new farmers, not having as 
yet pafled their patent, I cannot certainly prefix the time 
when I fhall be going, it being requifite that I fee the 
matter fettled before I ftir. One of my fervants, Thomas 

Skelton, 
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Skelton, is lately dead ; having a fmall employment, 
either cuftomer or coiledtor of the port of Galway, I dc- 
fire your lordfhips will be pleafed to grant it to Robert 
Jones, a very honeft man, and one who hath ferved me 
ever fince my coming into Ireland, and upon that account 
I recommend him to your lordQiips. I am glad to hear 
the city of Dublin continues fo quiet. Sir John Totty 
is in town, and complaining perpetually of his hard ulage, 
but I do not find he is likely to meet with any counten- 
ance in this place; fo as I hope we fhall hereafter have 
no more trouble from thofe (editions people. Your lord- 
fhips acquainted me with a letter you had received for 
the granting fome rooms to the vice-treafurer : you may 
pleafe to pafs the patent fo foon as you (hall think fit. 

I am your lordfhips moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, Nov. 6, 16J5. 

"VrOUR lordlhips will herewith receive a letter figned 
by his Majefty for the paffing a new grant of his 
land to the lord Fitzharding, and for the remittal of his 
quit' rents. The matter hath been fully confidered by 
his Majefty here, and he is refolved the patent (hall pafs ; 
wherefore your lordOiips may be pleafed to perfect the 

G g g grant 
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grant fo {bon as application fhall be made to you in my 
lord Fitzharding's behalf. 

I am your lordfliips 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

The like letter was fent to the lords juftices in behalf 
of the lord Clare and lord Dillon. 

TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Si r, London, Nov. j, 1675. 

T HAVE received yours of the 27th laftpaft, wherein 
you mention a captain to be lately dead. His Majefty 
has promifed fo many, and recommended divers of them 
fb efFeftually to me for employments of this fort, that 
being on the place, I intend, before I difpofe of this 
command, to acquaint his. Majefty therewith. 

The other day my lord Ranelagh alledging, that he 
had already paid the ten months arrear to the army, had 
there been any order for the fo doing, and by the next 
poft appointed Mr. Beecher to remind yourfelf and my 
lord chancellor to iffue fuch warrants as are neceflary in 
this bufinefs, I defire you would communicate this matter 
to my lord chancellor, that no delay may prejudice the 
army therein. The poft being juft going, I caa fay no» 
more, but that I am, with perfect truth 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

- ESaEX 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 411 
TO SIR JOSEPH WILLIAMSON. 

Sir, London, Nov. 12, 1675. 

T HAVE perufed the draft of a letter for the granting 
"^ of feveral quit-rents to Sir William Talbot, and (hall 
only obferve this to you, that the loool. per annum, which 
his Majefty has referved to himfelf to difcharge as of 
grace, is already difpofed of. I muft alio tell you, that 
the quit-rents by this letter intended to be paft, are iflu- 
able out of proteftants eftates, which I have^ ever thought 
inconvenient to be granted to perfons of the Romifh per- 
fuafion. This having acquainted you with, I fliall hum- 
bly fubmit to any further declaration of his Majefty 's 
pleafure, who am 

Your moft faithful humble (ervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, Nov. 12, 1675. 

"VTOUR lordfliips will herewith receive a lift of fuch 
perfons as have letters for the remittal of their quit- 
rents out of the 1 000 1. per annum, which his Majefty 
hath referved power to himfelf to difcharge, as of grace ; 
their feveral pretenfions having been fully confidered by 
his Majefty here, I have already recommended the pairing 
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of fomc of their patents; and for the reft, I defire your 
lordfhips will be pleafed to difpatch them as they (hall 
come in courlc. 

. I am your lordfhips moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Perfbns-who have pretenfions to be difcharged of quit- 
rents out of the lOOOL per annum. 

Mr, Fleming - - - jT, ^6 

Lord Fitzharding - - 34.6 

Sir Philip Percival - - - 80 

Lord Dillon - - - 455 

Lord Clare - - - - 3^^ 

1291 



Mr. Legg hath a particular promife 9214 

TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR. 

My Lord, London, Nov. 16, 1675. 



I 



HAVE received your lordfliip*s of the 6th inftant^ 
together with two others- of the 30th of Odober and 
2d of November, which I ordered Mr. Beecher to ac- 
knowledge. As for the difference between Sir William 
Davis and Mr. ferjeant Ofborn, I am not willing to con^ 
eern myfelf in it ; but metliinks it might better be de- 
termined on the place,, either by the King at arms, or 

the: 
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the judges, to whom it more properly belongs. The new 
farmers here are going on with their grants ; and I hope 
in one week more that bufinefs will be perfefled ; which 
done, I fuppoie my ftay will be but few days longer. 
Having nothing further to add, I remain with all truth 

Your lordfhip's moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

1 i i H { i M 1 [ i I I { !■ !-h H"H-! I i I I i ! M 14-hH-i-i- 
TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

Mr Lords, London, Nov. i 6, 1765. 

"VT^OUR lordlhips will herewith receive a petition of 
Sir Hugh Middle ton, for the taking off a flop 
which is now upon his pay. I dciire your lordfliips will 
be pleafed to confider his cafe ; and tho' I am confident 
Fie hath been much to blame in the management of this 
affair of his company, yet you may be pleafed to fhew 
him fome favour in allowing him fome of his pay, he 
lying now in a very weak condition, and having, as I 
believe, no other fupport but his command,, for the main- 
tenance of himfelf and his family. 

I am informed, that feveral of the foot ebmpanics in 
Ireland are in great neceflky of clothing ; and that the 
commifTioners of the treafury, when they give out their 
aflignments for the pay of the army, and make their de- 
dudions> for their cloaths, yet, at the fame time,, they do 

nob 
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not anfwer the money fo dedudcd, tho' they charge it 
as paid to the foldiers. Your lordfhips may pleafe to 
take this matter into confideradoo, and to order that the 
monies for cloathing the army be paid to the under- 
takers, by fuch equal proportions, aait becomes due, and 
as the commiflioners of the treafury difcount it for the 
fame. His Majefty formerly figned a letter for the grant- 
ing Sir Henry Howard all the forfeited lands, goods, &c. 
of one ■ — Wibrance a merchant in Dublin. I de- 
fire your lordihips would give fuch diredions therein as 
you find convenient. . I hope now to be difpatched with- 
in a fortnight, and by the next I may tell your lordih^ 
the day I defign to begin my journey. 

I' am your lordfhips moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

" M i I I i M M i { { n I 1 4 -H-^ H I 1 1 n I { i H i I ll'l - 
TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Si R> London, Nov. 16, 1675. 

T AM very forry to hear your indilpofition hath forced 
'*' you to go into the country for air, but I hope this 
will find you returned in good health again. Your let- 
ter, to pafs your patent for a vifcount^ I have herewith 
enclofed. I had ient it iboner, but that every day hoped 
to be difpatched, fo as I might have come over and palTed 
It myfelf. I forefee my keeping it fo long by me hath 

hindered 
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hindered you of one place ; for my lord Aungier, as I 
am told, is pailing a patent here to be a vifcount ; and left 
it fhould be more to your prejudice, if I fhould detain 
it, I have now haftened it to you, 

I am your mofl: feithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE EARL OF CARLINGFORD. 

Mv Lord, London, Nov, 23, 1675. 

'XT' OUR lordfliip's letters of the 6th and 20th of No- 
vember, I am to acknowledge. As for my lord 
Ranelagh*s pretenfions to the arrears of quit-rents on Mr. 
White's land, ever fince they were decreed, the lawyers 
where you are can beft inform you, upon the perufal of 
my lord Ranelagh's con trad ; but, for my own part, I 
am apt to think he hath fome title to them, 

I fhall not fail in giving my utmoft affiftance to his 
Majefty for the confidering your lordfliip's condition j 
and if my advices may prevail, you fhall not be forgotten 
on thenewcftablifhment. It is not ftrangechat it Ihould 
be written into Ireland that I ihould not return,, it being 
the talk of this town for many days ; but, I am certain, 
without the leaft ground in the world, his Majefty having 
commanded me yefterday to prepare fpeedily for my 
journey. For the little complaints which may be made 
^ againft 
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^gainft me, I do not hear any of them ilirring ; nor, I 
am fure, can they find any thing material to objed. 
Upon the wjiole, I am not at all uneafy at the little 
flories and reports that fiy abroad ; and fhall always en- 
deavour to preferve the repute of an honefl man ; and, 
upon that (core, I doubt not to continue in your lord- 
fhip's efteem, which is much valued by 

Your lordfhip's moft feithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. SOLLICITOR. 

Sir, London, Nov. 23, 1575. 

T HAVE received yours of the i6th of November, and 
give you thanks for the care you have taken to pojSefs 
my wife with the falfliood of thofe reports that are fent 
over, which feem fo much to trouble her : indeed, I do 
believe, that the dilquiet which fhe took was the occafion 
of her coming before her time. As to my return, I am 
very certain I fhall, tho' fome here have endeavoured 
what they could to prevent it. I would be glad the 
farm were fettled : we think it now pretty near ; and, I 
am fure, the farmers have at leaft 50000 1. ready of their 
advance- money. After the warrant is figned, they are 
to pay down 20000 1. which done, I (hall immediately 
prepare to come away. I have fo much bufinels, that I 

cannot 
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cannot write more at large to you, however, you may 
be affured, that I am with perfed truth 

Your moft affedionate humble fcrvant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

Mr Lords. London, Nov. 23, 16/5. 

TTERE is little now to give you an account of, fave 
■*• '*• only, that the farm feems to be very near agreed. 
As foon as the warrant is figned, I fhall immediately 
prepare to return. In your lordfhips letter of the 1 3th, 
you mention Mr. Philpot, who ftill continues under re- 
ilraint. . The crime for which he was committed, being 
the publifhing fome feditious books, I conceive he has 
fufFered enough for an offence of that nature, and, upon 
application, your lordfhips may pleafe to difmifs him. 
Your lordfhips will herewith receive a letter in favour of 
col. Legg, which you may pleafe to pafs, when his agent 
fliall follicit it. 

I am your lordfhips 

» 

*moft ^ithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, Dec 4, 1675^ 

T CAN now tell you,, that the farm is concluded, the 
"■■ warrant for paifing the patent being figned. The fer- 
mers were to pay 20Q00 1. down this day, and are ta 
pay 1 0000 1. mor« on the 26th of December, and the 
30000 1. being the remainder of the advance-money, up- 
on fealing their patent,, which is to be perfeAed by the 
20th of January next.. In the mean time Cliriftmas- 
drawing, fb near, atwhicli time the prefent form expiring^ 
and confequently no officers in power to colled the re- 
venue, a commiiHon is ordered to be expedited forthwith^ 
for putting the revenue into management, wherein there 
are five commiffioners named on his Majefty's behalf,^ 
and fix. on the farmers. Thofe on the King's, I pro- 
pofed to be Sir Charles Meredith, and Sir James Cufl^,^ 
who are likewife to continuQ. during the vahole time of 
the farm, to fupervife,. and know all things aded by 
the farmers, as monies received, &c. The otiier on his 
Majefty*s part, are Capt. Stone, Dr. Ward, and Mr^ 
Thomas Taylor :: they, are nOt'as'yet^vapproved by his Ma— 
jefty,. but I prefutaie 'they will be allowed,, and the com- 
mifHon completed on Monday next : however, it is ne- 
eeflary that fome perfbns be impowcred immediately from. 
Chriftmas next to colledt the King's revenue,- and there- 
fore it is expedient a proclamation be iffued,. authorizing 

all 
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all the coUedors of the prefent farm to proceed as his 
Majefty's officers from Chriftmas next^ to gather in the 
revenue. I defire your lord ihips to dired his Majefty*s 
council to prepare a proclamation accordingly, ordering 
thefe prefent colleiSors, as his Majefty s officers, to go on. 
•vyith their receipts from and after Chriftmas, and to be 
entertained with the fame falaries, and On the fame 
terms, and to account in the fame manner as they have 
done, and nov/ do, for the prefent farmers. Upon 
Tuefday next your lordfliips fhall receive advice from me 
to iflue the faid proclamation. There is a letter of my 
lord Ranelagh for granting the inheritance of Athlone 
to him : it refts in Mr. Roger Jones's hands. I look up* 
on that place to be of fuch confequence, as I was unwill* 
ing to pais the inheritance barely upon the King's letter^ 
left fome queftion might hereafter arife ; and therefore 
deflred it might be debated in council here, which it 
was yefterday, and the King then ordered it fhould be 
done ; fo that your lordfhips may pleafe to pafs it when 
you think fit. I herewith fend you a petition of one 
Mr. Mandeville; your lordfliips may perufe, and give 
fuch orders in it as you think convenient. Sir Philip 
Percival's letter for the remittal of his quit-rents, fent 
ibme time fince, your lordfhips may alfo pleafe to pafs, 
his Majefty having given particular orders therein. 

•.There is likewife a patent for one Purden, whofe 
bufinefe Mr. SoUicitor underftands thoroughly; and, I 
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believe, there is no hazard in giving him a new grant : 
if your lordfhips, upon conflderation, are of the fame 
mind, you may pleafe to do it Sir Robert Hamilton is 
very folicitous for lool. more out of the Concordatunty 
as iecretary to the commifHoners of accounts and council 
of trade. I know not well how thefe monies may be 
charged, but I recommend it to your lordihips to do 
therein, as your ftock will hold out. 

I am your lord(h^s mod faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD GRANARD. 

MvLoRD, London, Dec. 4, 1^75. 

"VTOUR laft letter brings me very melancholy news 
concerning the pay of the army, by rcafon of the 
flop which the farmers take the liberty to make upon 
their rents and cufloms. We are now immediately pay- 
ing in 20000 1, to the Foarths here, upon their engage- 
ments forthwith to fend orders to their commiiflioners in 
Ireland to pay 300001. there; fo as I hope this defed 
will be prefently remedied: and indeed it is more than 
time it fhould. The perpetual trouble of folliciting 
bufinefs gives me fb little time, that I cannot write fo at 
large to you as I would : however, I defire your lordfhip 
to efteem me, with perfed truth, . 

Your lordfhip*s moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

Mr Lords, London, Dee. 7, 1675. 

T HAVE received your lordfhips of the 30th of No- 
"■■ vember. The ftop of monies by the farmers can- 
not but put you to many ftreights in Ireland. I hope 
that matter is come to fo good a conclufion now, between 
the lord Ranelagh and principal farmers here, as your 
lordfhips will find no farther trouble therein : a copy of 
the agreement is herewith enclofed, fo as now the pay of 
the army will reft wholly upon the undertakers. By the 
laft I gave your lordfliips notice of the neceflity of a pro- 
clamation to be fpeedily ifliied, declaring the farmers re- 
ceivers to be the King's officers ; this ftiould be fpceded 
as foon as may be. I have herewith fent you a draft of 
one to that eifeft. I defire your lordfliips will let it be 
perufed by his Majefty's learned council, that fuch addi- 
tions and alterations as are found neceffary, may be in- 
ferted, and the proclamation immediately publifhed,.that 
no time may be loft therein, 

I am now welt aflured that I fhall begin my journey on 
Monday next, being the i3thinftant, and hope to reach- 
Holyhead by the one or two and twentieth : wherefore I- 
defire your lordfhips would be pleafed to order the yatch.. 
to meet me there. 

I am your lordfliips moft faithful humble fervant,. 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORD GRANARD. 

"My Lord, London, Dec.. 7, 1675. 

T HAVE received your lordiKip's of the 29th of No- 
"^ vember, the moft part of it difcour'ing ol the calling 
of a parliament in Ireland. I am cle iriy of opinion, it 
would be much for his Maje/^y's fervice ; and I am con- 
fident, if right means were taken, they uouki readily be 
brought to grant his Majefty fo confitlerable a fupply, as 
would fct all things in very good order in that kingdom. 
But the neceflary preparations to it cannot be eiFe<aed ; 
and matters are in fuch pofture here, as make me defpair 
of any good to be done by a parliament in Ireland. And 
therefore I conceive, till a happier conjundture, it is rather 
better to let it alone than to call one, and be baffled in it. 
I now hope to be with your lordfliip fo fbon, that I fhall 
not difpofe of the lieutenant's place till I arrive, who am 

Your lordfliip s moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, Whitehall, Dec. 14, 1675. 

'TpHE commiflion for managing his Majefty 's revenue, 
with the warrant thereunto annexed, containing 
the heads of the agreement with the intended farmers 

thereof^ 
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thereof, who have already advanced 20000 1. upon the 
fame, is this day dispatched from hence, and fcnt by 
Mr. Edward Wigg and Mr. Thomas Waller, who are. 
two of the commiilloners therein named. I defire your 
lordfhips to haflen the taking the ufual oaths, and (ecu- 
rity of fuch of the commiflloners as fliall be on the place, , 
in fuch manner as was done by the commiflloners for the 
late farmers, and to give what other afUflance and dif^- 
patch your lordfliips (hall think fit, for the effedual carry- 
ing on of the intentions thereof; forafmuch as the de- 
&ults and the mifcarriages which may happen concern- 
ing the fame, may tend to his Majefty's difadvantage, as; 
well as to the lofs of the intended farmers* 
L am your lord (hips 

moft faithful, humble fervant,. 

ESSEX, 

Sir Charles Meredith and Sir James Cuff are not to en- 
ter -into the fecurity, as your, lordihips will find by the 
eommiflion* 

HHHHWHinMHHHHiMiHMHHHM^ 

TO TilE LORDS JUSTICES. 

Mt LoRDSy. ' ^ London, Dec. 1 8, 1675.. 

"VTOUR lordfhips of the 4tK inftant is received. I 
had begun' my. journey this week, but that I could: 
not. get. the eflablifhment completed, fome little queflions. 
6 arifing 
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arifing thereupon. I hope, in a day or two more, to 
get it perfeded ; but Chriftmas drawing fo near, I (hall 
ftay the holidays here, and after they are over, fet forth, 
{o as to be at the fea-fide before the fiiU moon in January. 
I have enclofed copies of the two petitions of Sir John 
Tottie, together with the order of council thereupon. 
Thefe being read in council, I made a brief narrative to 
his Majcfty of our proceedings in the matter of the city 
of Dublin. I alio acquainted his Majefty that Sir John 
Tottie and Mr. Philpot had endeavoured to engage Iheriff 
Sands, when fherifl*, to head 19 corporations, and that 
Sands had delivered this upon oath before the privy coun- 
cil of Ireland ; upon which a warrant being ilTued to 
apprehend Sir John Tottie, he fled into England. My 
difcourfe being ended, Sir John Tottie was heard what 
he could fay, and did not-find one privy counfel fpeak 
the leaft word in his behalf, but were all unanimous in 
their confents to the order. I hope thofe troublefbme 
people will pow be quiet;, and the city, for the future, 
continue in perfed repofe. 

Sir pugh Middleton died fo very poor, that my fteward 
was fain to furnilh money for his burial, which I defire 
your lordfliips will dired to be fatisfied out of Sir Hugh 
Middleton s pay. ^ 

I am your lordfliips 

mod ^thful humble fervant^ 

ESSEX 
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TO SIR WILLIAM TEMPLE. 

Sir, London, Dec. 21, 1675. 

T HAVE been kept much longer than I believed I 
£bould have been. That I have not troubled you Co 
often w^ith my letters is, becaufe I have nothing to write 
which is pleafing to me. The perfon whom you engaged 
to my friendQiip, hath not proved fo fad to me as I 
might have expefted ; and, indeed, your abfence hath 
been of great difadvantage to me therein, there being 
always two of my ill-willers, whom you know well, and 
therefore I need not name them, who influence him in 
all things relating to myfelf, and the government under 
my charge, which caufeth great ruggednefs in all tliat I 
have to do. The principal matter here depending now 
is the new letting the farm, for which his Majefty in per- 
fon made a bargain, much againft the liking of theie 
men, and it hath fince received feveral obftrudions ; but 
I, thinking it my duty to fupport it, as far as an honefl: 
man ought, there being an agreement, under his Majefty 's 
iignature, have been adive to bring it to a conclufion, 
only adding fbme covenants thereunto, which might bet- 
ter his Majefty *s profits, and prevent any inconvenience 
to his fervice, in cafe a failure ftiould happen when they 
are poflefled of the revenue. I do not well know what 
the iflue may be, nor am very folicitous for it, being 
confcious I have performed my duty therein. However, 
this bufinefs hath detained me fome months, and will 
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yet keep me three weeks longer, fo as after Chriflmas I 
hope to return into Ireland. 

Letters yefterday from Dublin give me an account that 
all your friends there are well. I am, with perfed truth 
and reality 

Your mofl faithful humble (ervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, Dec. 2 i, 1675; 

T HAVE received your lordfhips of the 13th of De- 
cember. As to the matter for making the formers 
receivers his Majefty*s ofHcers, it was the befl expedient I 
could think of; and for the taking fecurity of them, to 
anfwer fuch monies as fhall be received after Chriilmas 
next, muft be left to your care upon the place. Truly, 
I fear, the delay in conduding this grant £ot the farni» 
will be very inconvenient ; if the bargain be completed, 
the new farmers will lofe by it, if otherwifc, his Majefty's 
revenue will fuffer ; but in that ftreight and fhortnefs of 
time, I conceive, no other than employing thefe officers 
could be done. The prefent farmers here have a<flually 
received 1 5000 1. and have, as they afTure me, lent po- 
fitive orders, that payment be made in Ireland. I fliould 
be glad, before my departure, to fee this new bargain ei-- 
ther abfolutely perfeded, or quite broke off, fearing that 
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an incertainty in the revenue may produce ill effeds in 
the government- However, I have hot been wanting in 
laying all the inconveniencies before his Nfajefty, and of- 
fering fuch remedies as do occur to me. I intend, God 
tdliing, to begin my journey about the 5th or 6th of the 
next month, and am 

Your lordihips moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

■ n I 1 1 1 ii I! r 1 ! M n i - H I { 1 I I { I 1 I M 1 I I I ! { H 
TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, I-ondon, Dec. 24, 1675. 

"pErceiving that the lord treaiiirer and the lord Rane- 
■*- lagh do defign to draw as much money as poflible 
they can from Ireland, and employ it in England ; and 
forefeeing that this will caufe not only a flop of two 
months pay to the army at Chriflmas, but hazard the 
payment alfb of the Michaelmas pay, and bring divers 
other inconveniencies on that poor country; and tho* I 
hope no diforder will thence enfue, yet,^ in regard no per- 
jfon is called to thefe confultations but the lord treafui'er, 
the lord Ranelagh, and myfelf {who have vigoroufly, but 
in vain oppofed all thefe advices) and, that upon experi- 
ence"x>f their pradtices^ I do believe they will father thefe 
councils upon me, or at leafl fay that I was confenring, 
and very probably will endeavour in the army of Ireland 
to divulge this, thereby to render me odious to thcni: I 
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ido therefore leave this letter with you, as my intire friend, 
that you may produce it at fuch convenient time as may 
ferve for my juAification, and as an evidence that I have 
not failed in my duty towards the King my matter, but, 
according ^o my conlcience, have counfelled him that 
which I conceived was for his profit and fervice. 

The difcreet ufe which I am aiTured you will make of 
this and the other paper, will eternally oblige 

Your moft faithful moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD FITZHARDING. 

My Lord, London, Dec. 30, 1675. 

T HAVE received your lordfhip's of the 27th inftant, 
•*■ and am very ready to give my affiftance in all your 
concerns, particularly in this of the 200 1. which I ihall 
not fail to repre/ent as one of the debts his Majefty is to 
pay ; and on the diftribution of the money upon this new 
farm, I fhall not be wanting to urge your cafe, as in all 
other things I fhall do your lordfhip the bcft fervice I can, 
)}eing moft really 

your lordfhip*s moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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